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Global warming
could spawn
more hurricanes

GENEVA, Sept 15: Global
warming could spawn more su-
er-hurricanes like the one
eading for southeastern
United ., States. the World
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF)
warned Wednesday, reporis
AFP.

Hurricane Floyd. which on
Tuesday rip through the Ba-
hamas, could be succeeded by
others unless governments do
more to combat global warm-
ing, the WWF said in a state-
ment.

Adam Markham, director of
the WWF Climate Change cam-
paign. said analysis of its latest
scientific data suggested that
the Atlantic could find itself
‘ripped apart by a barrage of su-
per-hurricanes during La Nina
years."

La Nina is a cyclical weather
phenomenon that produces un-
usually higher ocean tempera-
tures in the tropical Atlantic.

"Stoking up sleeping giants
like super-hurricanes endan-

gers the safety and prosperity of

coastal communities in entire
regions. It could also mean
enormous destruction
wildlife and nature on land and
in the sea.” he said.

Markham called on the US
administration of President
Bill Clinton to "help minimise
the risk by taking an interna-
tional lead with prompt and
cost-effective measures to re-
duce global warming emission
in the US."

Between 1995 and 1998 there

were 33 hurricanes, the name
for powerful storms in the At-
lantic and Caribbean, known as
typhoons in the Pacific.

UN admits 3

more members

UNITED NATIONS. Sept 15:
The United Nations admitted
three new members Tuesday,
adding the South Pacific island
nations of Nauru, Kiribati and
the Kingdom of Tonga to its
ranks at the start of the 1999-
2000 session of the General As-
sembly, reports AP,

The General Assembly also
inaugurated its new president,
Namibian Foreign Minister
Theo-Ben Gurirab, who used his
first speech to highlight the
colonial struggle of Africa and
call for an apology from its "in-
vaders and slave-traders."

"The horrors of slavery and
destruction wrought “upon
Alrica and it's people cannol be
forgotten,” Gurirab told the as-
sembly, which now comprises
188 members. "Now is the time
for reconciliation and hea]inr,.“

The message had particular
resonance in the General As-
semnbly hall. as many recalled
Gurirab’s efforts a decade ago at
the United Nations to bring
about independence for
Namibia after 75 years of South
African rule.

Gurirab was the UN observer
and foreign secretary of the
South-West Africa People's Or-
ganisation. which fought South
Africa for independence and
won Namibia's first elections in
1989,

‘It is perhaps a fortuitous but
fitting coincidence of histor
that, at the century's end, Imtl};
the secretary-general of the
United Nations and the presi-
dent of the General Assembl
are sons of Africa.” he said'{'
“The two of us represent those
heroic struggles and the final
triumph of the human spirit.”

Pinochet
regrets
brutality

SANTIAGO, Sept 15: Former
Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet. apparently aiming to
heal the deep emotional rifts
left here in the wake of his bru-
tal l?xear regime, said he re-
gretted the repression that
marked his rule, reports AFP.

"To that effect, I sincerely
declare that there is no hate or
rancour in my soul,” Pigochet
said in letter delivered to
Chile's Senate leader and made
public Tuesday.

"Moreover, the pain of those
who suffered was not alien to
me neither in the past nor now,”
wrote the ageing general who is
under house arrest in a wealthy
estate outside London.

Pinochet was arrested in
London last October at the re-
quest of Spain, which wants to
put him on trial for human
rights abuses during his 1973-
1990 dictatorship.

Extradition proceedings
start on September 27 to de-
termine if he should be deliv-
ered to Spain on charges of tor-
ture and conspiracy to torture.

Pinochet, now 83, has said
he is innocent.

'l regret all the belligerent
situations and acts of violence,”
he wrote, calling for a change of
attitude here to bring about rec-
onciliation,

"One can see in the country
encouraging signs of a search to
heal the wounds of the past
which have not been able to
close.” Pinochet wrote.

‘I fervently hope that all
Chileans will join in the effort
to find the truth about our his-
lory and to find the country's
real identity, which can only
come from deep and sublime
virtues of the spirit.” Pinochet
said in his letter.

But round table talks joining
members of Chile's military
and human rights representa-
tives to discuss the fate of those
who disappeared during
Pinochet's rule have so far
failed to produce any results.

And a 10,000-strong march
last Saturdav to the tomb of
former president Salvador Al-
lende, killed in the coup that
placed Pinochet in power in
1973, made clear that the people
remain deeply divided over
Pinochet's legacy to the country.

Pinochet also faced 42 crim-
inal cases in Chilean courts,
including two new ones filed
Tuesday, related to the disap-
pearances of 1,198 prisoners
during his rule.,
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UNITED NATIONS, Sepi 15:
The United Nations on Wednes-
day approved sending a multi-
national peacekeeping force to
East Timor while US President
Bill Clinton warned that In-
donesia was responsible for
stopping the violence in the re-
gion before the peacekeepers
arrived. reports AFP.

The 15 members of the UN
Security Council voted unani-
mously early Wednesday for a
resolution authorising deploy-
ment of the multinational
force.

The resclution did not spec-
ify the size or composition of
the force, but a British
spokesman had earlier said it
would contain belween 5.000
and 7,000 soldiers.

The force -- which will not be
a UN operation and which could
take weeks to organise -- should
be "replaced as soon as possible
by a United Nations peacekeep-
ing operation” in the transition
to independence. the resolution

stated.

The resolution also con-
demned the violence that
erupted after the East Timorese
voted by a four-to-one majority
for independence in a referen-
dum organised by the UN Mis-
sion in East Timor (UNAMET)
on August 30 and demanded
that "those responsible for such
acts be brought to justice”.

British ambassador Jeremy
Greenstock, who drafted the UN
resolution, said that it "gives
the multinational force a
framework that enables them
to take all measures necessary
to restore peace and security in
East Timor, to help UNAMET

and to enable the humanitarian »

organisations to get to the peo-
ple who really matter, who are
the refugees and the people
starving up in the hills.”

In East Timor, tens of thou-
sands of residents continue hid-
in;{;', in the hills outside the capi-
tal, Dili. some reportedly sur-
viving on roots and ieaves. The

refugees were driven out of the
cities by violence following the

August 30 vote. .
eanwhile Clinton, travel-
ling in New Zealand after a

major Asia-Pacific economic
conference in Auckland, said
that Jakarta "has a responsibil-
ity” lo provide security in the
interim period before the
peacekeepers arrived.

“The people are still vulner-
able to attack. Many have fled
their homes. Many are short of
food,” he said during a stop in
the city of Christchurch.

"We continue to receive re-
ports of violence and intimida-
tion which Indonesia has a re-
sponsibility to prevent,” Clin-
ton said. "And also, Indonesia
has a responsibility to allow
relief organisations access to
the refugees now."

"With our support, the people
of East Timor can have the in-
dependence and the democracy
they have voled for," he said. re-
ferring to the August 30 vote,

International

UN okays multinational W
force for E Timor

in Canberra, Australian
Primme Minister John Howard
said his country was ready to
lead a quick military deploy-'
mernt to East Timor,

"It is vitally important that
the multinational force be de-
ployed quickly,” Howard said.
"Australia is working with
other contributors to ensure the
earliest possible arrival of the
force.”

In response to worries voiced
by Indonesia, Howard said
there would be "a very signifi-
cant element of ASEAN
(Association of South-East
Aslan Nations)" participation
in the multinational force.

The prime minister said the

rules of engagement for the

force had not yet been deter-
mined, but he said the Security
Council resolution was "quite
wide” and should allow peace-
keepers to avoid situations like
those encountered in Bosnia
where their hands were tied in
certain situations.
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student protester as he is held
near the Parliament yesterday. Several protesters were
reach the Parliament building to protest against
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Disney World visitors leave the park after an announcement that it would close early
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Tuesday as Hurricane Floyd approaches the east coast of the US. This is the first time in

the park's 28-year history that it has been closed. Park officials

today.

said they would reopen it
— AFP photo

Hurricane Floyd batters Bahamas

Two million flee US east coast

MIAMI, Sept 15: A massive
hurricane furiously lashed the
Bahamas throughout the day
Tuesday as it forced its way to-
ward the US eastern shoreline,
where more than two million
residents evacuated threatened
areas, reports AFP.

As Hurricane Floyd, packing
sustained winds of 225 kilome-
tres (140 miles) per hour.

crashed down into the Atlantic
islands, an eerie silence closed
part of the Bahaitnas down.
Telephone lines on Nassau
and Paradise Islands were down
according to one Bahamas gov-
ernment website. Others phone
lines were choked with traffic,
preventing news on the hurri-
cane's damage from coming out.
"We are very concerned”
about the damage Floyd would
cause in the Bahamas, said Max
Maylield deputy director ol the
National Hurricane Centre.

FRIEERY

Two diseases kill 120 in India:

He expected the hardest hit
islands would be Eleuthera. the
Abacos, and the eastern tip of
Grand Bahama. and said he'd be
surprised if Floyd took no ca-
suallies.

At 11 p.m. {0300 GMT) Floyd
was just north of the northern
Bahamas but the islands were
still experiencing hurricane- or
tropical storm- force winds, ac-
cording to the US National
Hurricane Centre.,

The storm was centred 100
kilometres (170 miles) east-
southeast of Cape Canaveral,
Fiorida, and was moving
northwest at 21 Kilometres (13
miles} per hour, the NHC said,

Bahamas Police Chief Su-
perintendent Alan Gibson said
there were no immediate re-
ports of casualties, according to
the government website.

orecasters expected the

An outbreak ol malaria and Japanese encephalitis has killed
120 people over the pasl month in areas along the India-Nepal
border, a senior health official in the northern state of Uttar
Pradesh said yesterday. AP reports from Lucknow.

V K Dewan, state principal secretary for medical and health
issues, said that 32 people were killed by malaria in the eastern
district of Bahraich over the past week alone. He said that
medicines and insecticides had been rushed to the affected. ar-
eas, and the World Health Organisation and the UN Children’s
Fund had sent teams to the affected areas to assist state health
department officials. "Adequate measures are being taken to
contain the disease before they take the form of an epidemic.”

Dewan said.

Strike paralyses Kathmandu:

Angry demonstrators damaged some taxis and a bus that defied
"a general strike called Wednesday to protest a court decision
banning the use of ethnic languages in official work, AP reports

front Kathmandu.

The protesters belonging to the Language Rights Movement
Committee marched through the streets of Kathmandu, the

Nepalese capital. which looked deserted. Scheols were closed

and most buses and taxis didn't

play in response to the strike

call. Government workers walked to their offices. In June, the
Supreme Court banned the use of ethnic languages, including
Newari and Maithali, in officiai work to promote the main
Nepali language. Since then. the Language Rights Movement

Missile transfer to Pakistan: Chinamay face US sanctions

WASHINGTON. Sept 15: The
United States has new evidence
that China may have trans-
ferred medium-range missiles
to Pakistan. The discovery
raises the possibility of tough
sanctions against China and
adds a potential complication
to a relationship that seemed
headed for recovery alter a dif-
ficult period. reports AP.

State Department
spokesman James Foley called
UI:S possible transfer of M-11
missiles, with a range of about
250 miles (402 kilometres), a
matter of "grave national secu-
rity importance” to the United
States.

A national intelligence es-
timate concluded that the
transfer took place, but Foley

Committee has organised protest rallies and hunger strikes,

said Tuesday that policy and le-
%gl determinations have yet to

made. .

An intelligence judgment is
not a sufficient basis for apply-,
ing technology-transfer sanc-
lions. Foley said.

"It depends to a large extent
on the nature of the evidence
underlying that judgment, and
belore the law can be triggered,
all the various elements of the
missile sanctions law must be
satisfied.” he said.

He added: "Il we believe that
the case can be made within the
law on such a violation, we will
impose sanctions."”

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Sun Yuxi said he
was aware of the report and
considered it an old allegation.

hurricane to run parallel to the
Florida coast and make land-
fall around the Carolinas by
early Thursday morning, if not
sooner, Pennington said,

President Bill Clinton on
Tuesday declared a federal state
of emergency in Florida and
Georgia, and decided to return
to Washington from New
Zealand earlier than scheduled
to monitor the situation, the
White House said.

The highly destructive hur-
ricane was thrusting maximum
susiained winds of nearly 220
kilometres (140 miles) per hour,
down from earlier higher
winds, but still menacing,

"Floyd remains an ex-
tremely dangerous category
four hurricane” with hurricane
lorce winds extending outward
up to 205 kilometres (125 miles)
Irom the centre,
warned.

the NWS l

New EC body
approved

STRASBOURG, Sept 15: The
European Parliament on
Wednesday confirmed a new 20-
member European Commis-
sion, headed by President Ro-
mano Prodi, to replace the one
swei::l out in a corruption scan-
dal last March, reports AFP.

Prodi. a former ltalian pre-
mier, promised a new era of
honesty and openness in the
commission, which runs the
day-to-day business of the Eu-
ropean Union,

He invited Europe to "look
over my shoulder” as he forged a
‘union of hearts and minds"
within the EU.

‘l want to bring Europe out
from behind closed doors and
into the light of public
scrutiny,” he said earlier. "I
want people to look over my
shoulder.”

Prodi's commission is to re-
place the one that was forced to
resign en masse last March in a
corruption scandal that shook
the EU to its foundations. and
the thrust of his speech to par-
liament on Tuesday was relgrm.
healing
building,

O killed in
Kashmir
mine blast

SRINAGAR, India, Sept 15:
Nite people. including tvo Mus-
Hm separatists, were killed in
northern Kashmir when mili-
tants accidentally triggered a
landmine they were assem-
bling, police said Wednesday,
reports AFP.

The blast in Waripora. 90
kilometres (55 miles) north of
Srinagar, killed the two mili-
tants instantly, as well as seven
members of a family staying in
the same house.

The building was levelled in
the blast., which injured four
others.

Muslim separatists have
called for a complete boycott in
Kashmir of India's staggered
general elections, which began
on September 5 and end on Oc-
tober 3.

Kashmir. India's only Mus-
lim-majority state, has been
wracked by separatist violence
which has claimed more than
25.000 lives since 1989,

and confidence-

Lankan troops kill

21 more Tigers

COLOMBO, Sept 15: Govern-
ment foroes have launched an-
other offensive in northern Sri
Lanka. killing at least 21 Tanul
Tiger guerillas, the defence
ministry said Wednesday, re-
ports AFP.

Troops backed by helicopter
gunships and tanks moved to-
wards positions of the sepa-
ratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the
northern region of Paranthan
on Tuesday, the ministry said
in a statement.

"Commando troops with the
support of armour captured and
destroyed terrorist defensive
lines." the ministry said addinﬁ
that the operation code-name
‘Rala Pahara" or Lashing
Waves, was a limited offensive.

However, the ministry said
that two military tanks were
damaged in the fighting that
left at least 11 guerrillas dead
and over 30 wounded. Another
10 rebels were killed in other
clashes Tuesday, the ministry
said.

The latest offensive came

two days after a bigger battle
further south where both sides
suffered heavy losses. Il also
came amid earlier reports that
both sides were still trying to
recover from Sunday's heavy
ﬂghl[npi; :
The LTTE said Tuesday they
beat back an advance by gov-
ernment forces on Sunday in
the district of Mannar, 312
kilometres (195 miles) north of
the capital Colombo,

The LTTE in a statement
sent from its London office said
the rebels killed more than 75
Fuvernmem soldiers for the
oss of 27 of their own cadres,
including 12 women Tiger
fighters in Sunday's battle.

"The Sri Lankan army suf-
fered a serious military debacle
when the government troops
launched a fresh offensive
campaign on Sunday to capture
more areas in the Mannar dis-
trict.” the LTTE statement said.

However, there was no im-
mecdliate rebel reaction to the
latest military claims of a fresh
offensive.

US deploying N-arms in
ROK, alleges DPRK

SEOUL. Sept 15: North Korea
ot Wednesday accused the
United States of deploying more
than 2,000 tactical nuclear
weapons in rival South Korea to
be used against the communist
stale, reports AFP,

A "white paper” by the
North's national reunification
institute on US strategic
weapons, said the United States
had "put the Korean Peninsula
on a time bomb," the North's
Korean Central News Agency
said.

“Deployed in South Korea ...
are over 40,000 US aggression
lroops. more than 2,000 tactical

nuclear weapons and a huge
quantity of depleted uranium
bombs,” the North's official
mouthpiece reported.
Washington has neither con-
firmed nor denied the existence
of nuclear weapons in South
Korea. e
“This has turnied South Ko-
rea into ,an area highest in the
density of strategic weapons de-
ployment in tne?mrﬂ?ﬂ the
KCNA said, -
North Korea also. charged
that “over 130 (US) warplanes of
dilferent types” are now de-
ployed in South Korea "for the
delivery of nuclear bombs."

bongress making a com eback

in Indian elections

NEW DELHI, Sept 15: The
Congress parly. led by Sonia
Ganﬁhi, is making a late recov-
ery and may do better than had
been Fredinled before voting
started in parliamentary elec-
tions. said a survey published
Wednesday, reports AP,

The opposition Congress,
which earlier was forecast o
lose heavily to Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee's ruling
alliance, may increase its share
of ballots by a massive 11 per
cent in voting Saturday, said
the survey in The Times of In-
dia daily.

Two of the five scheduled
rounds of voting for the 543
parliamentary seats already
have been held, covering a total
of 270 seats. The weekend voi-
ing will be for 79 seats in the
states of Bihar, Ultara Pradesh.
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Jammu-Kashmir.

In August, the first poll sur-
vey b]V the newspaper had pro-
jected an overall 332 seats for
the BJP and its allies and 138
for the Congress party and ils
partiners.

“The rapidly changing poll
scenario and the current trends
suggest that the Congress would
do much better than that,
though it would still trail the
BJP by a big margin.” said the
survey.

In the 349 constituencies
that would have gone to polls by
this weekend. the ruling ol
liance is likely to win 189 and
the Congress block 136 seals,
the newspaper said. It didn't
specify the margin ol error.

The survey projected a hig
swing for the Congress in Littar
Pradesh, India's most populous
state, where it suffered a
washout and lost all 85 seats in
the 1998 elections. *

the foot of the leaning Tower of Pisa to verify the
stabilisation of the monument on Tuesday following
months of excavation and stabilisation efforts. The 15th-
century tower began leaning shortly after its construction

due to sand under its foundations.

— AFP photo

"This issue has lasted for a
long time, and I think it already
has been put to an end.” Sun
said. "I think the relevant re-
port is playing the same old
tune, and it can only further
undermine Chinese-US bilat-
eral relations, which already
have been damaged .”

The report was quietly de-
classified last Thursday, two
days before President Bill
Clinton and Chinese President
Jiang Zemin met in New
Zealand amid predictions by
both sides that the two govern-
ments would overcome prickly
disputes that soured relations
in recent months,

One US official said sanc-
tions against China could add
up to "big bucks. "Pakistan also

would be subject to sanctions,
but it would not be materially
affected because the country al-
ready is under penalty because
of violations covered by sepa-
rate legislation.

The sanctions are part of the
US effort to deter the transfer of
missiles and missile technol-
ogy. The law under which the
sanctions would be applied uses
standards outlined in the Mis-
sile Technology Control
Regime, an international anti-
missile proliferation efiort.

The penalties would deny
high-technology equipment to
the Chinese organisation in-
volved in the transfer. They
also would extend to activities
of the Chinese government re-
lating to development of MTCR

~tronic an

missiles or MTCR componernts
or afﬁectin& production of elec-

space systems or
equipment and military air-
craft.

Six years ago, after receiving
evidence that China had trans-
ferred M-11 technology to Pak-
istan, the Clinton administra-
tion imposed sanctions against
the Chinese Enti%respnnsihie
for the transler. The sanctions
were lifted after two years.

"Chinese-American rela-
tions have been suffered in re-
cent months since the acciden-
tal NATO bombing of the Chi-
nese embassy in Belgrade in
May as well as allegations that

/LChina stole secrets from US nu-

clear weapons laboratories.
Human rights also has heen

a sore point in relations — as
was apparent in an angry re-
sponse Tuesday of Chinese Am-
bassador Li Zhaoxing to critical
remarks by a senior State De-
partment official at a forum on
U5-Chinese relations spon-
sored by the Center for Strategic
and International Studies,

Deputv Assistant Secretary
Susan Shirk said a Chinese
crackdown on unregistered re-
ligious activity had harmed the
country's internal and interna-
tional relations.

She also included many pos-
itive comments zﬂ:mn:m.ﬂt;:l tli;; be-
tween Washington an ing.
When she ended her rnmmf!a"il
declined to join others.in the
large gathering who applauded
Shirk's presentation.

by two others in a Jakarta street
arrested as they attempted to
the security hill.

— AFP photo

BMCC convenor
terms RSS chief’s
statement as

'blatantly false’

NEW DELHI, Sept 15: Babri
Masjid Movement Coordina-
tion Committee (BMCC) Con-
venor Syed Shahabuddin yes-
terday described as "blatantly
false” the reported claim by RSS
Chiel Prof Rajendra Singh that
no Muslim has offered ‘Namaz'
al the disputed sites of Ayodhya.
Mathura and Kashi and said
there was no question of
voluntary surrender of any
mosque by the Muslim com-
munity, reports PTI.

The fact is that Muslims of-
lered Namaz in the Babri
Masjid right upto the night of
22-23 December. 1949 and were
forced to keep out by the unfair
Order of the administration,
till it was demolished on De-
cember six, 1992, Shahabuddin
said in a statement here.

He further stated that the
Gyanvapi Mosque ladjoining
Vishwanath Temple) in
Varanasl and the Shahi Idgah
Masjid (adjoining Krishna
Janmabhoomi Temple in
Mathura) were functional even
today and Namaz is regularly
offered there.

Greek minister,
five others
die 1n plane

accident

BUCHAREST, Sept 15: Six
people, including Greece's al-
ternate loreign minister. were
killed when their plane went
into a steep plunge in the clos-
ing stages of a flight from
Athens to Bucharest. Romanian
offitials said today, reports
Reuters,

The seven others ahoard the
French-made Falcon aircraflt
were injured in the incident for
which oflicials said they could
find no ready explanation. Two
were in serious condition,

Yannos Kranidiotis, born in
Cyprus and a rising star in
Greek politics, had been due to
attend a Balkan cooperation
meeting. Greek officials said
his son and bodyguard had also
died along with two journalists
and the flight engineer.

“The plane went down like a
nosedive belore the pilots man-
aged to level it.” government
spokesman Nikos Alhanasakis
told Reuters in Athens. "We are
all shocked."

Gabriel Dumitrescu, a senior
civil aviation official, said the
plane had gone into a steep
[J[unge about 20 minutes before
anding. But it later touched
down safely at Bucharest's
Otopeni airport and had no ap-
parent external damage.,

‘For the moment. | have no
satisfactory explanation for the
mcident,” Dumitrescu told a
news conlerence several hours
after the incident occurred.
“The crew had reported an im-
proper functioning of the flight
equipment.”

Truck carrying
explosives to
Moscow found

MOSCOW, Sept 15: Police on
Wednesday detained the driver
of a truck loaded with explo-
sives in sugar sacks as the
search intensified for the perpe-
trators of Russia’s worst terror-
ist bombings. Interfax reported,
says AFP,

Law enforcement officials
were also trying to track down
an additional stash of up to 1.8
tonnes of explosives that they
believe was brought to Moscow
from the Caucasus, the news
agency said quoting sources.

The explosives contained in
bags marked "Cherkessk sugar
mill” could have been used to
bomb several other buildings,
sources told the news agency.

* The driver was detained for
questioning but it was unclear
whether he was linked to two
deadly bombings that demol-
ished Moscow apartment build-
inﬁs Monday and tember 9,
killing over 200 people.

Mayor Yury Luzhkov mean-
while told police and local inte-
rior ministry troops to check
all attics and basements in the
city once again and special
controls were placed on sugar
supplies from Russia's southern
regions.

Police and interior ministry
troops were deployed on
Moscow's main thoroughfares
Wednesday, searching cars and
verifying documents as the se-
qurity clampdown went into

| full gear.



