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last day of
shutdown

By Staff Correspondent
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Opposition's
mourning
procession

Friday
By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will bring out mourning

Dhaka Master Plan
Planning of 6

more areas
by December

By Staff Correspondent
The Detailed Area Planning
(DAP) of 6 more areas — an inte-
ral part of the Dhaka Master
lan (DMP} — is to be completed
by December this year, Rajuk
sources said.

With the six areas, Rajuk
would complete a total of eight

DAP out of 26. Most of the fast

growing inner city areas are yet
to be put on DAP.

The DAP largely facilitates
future planning as well as in-
stant detailed knowledge of an
area. Rajuk officials are re-
quired to use the DAP before
approving a plan in line with
the Tk 17 crore DMP.

Although DMP was com-
Fleted three years ago, DAP has
agged behind due to various
complications. It has been al-
legelf that on various occasions
Rajuk has violated the DMP
and approved plans ijgnoring
recommended land use and zon-
ing compound.

Rajuk sources said three re-

See page 11 Col 6

Babu, Matin get
fresh bail in
Humayun Zahir

murder case
By Court Correspondent.

The Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court, Dhaka yesterday
granted fresh bail to Akhteruz-
zaman Chowdhury Babu and
Abdul Matin in the sensational
Humayun Zahir murder case.

Metropolitan Sessions Judge
Sheikh Rezwan Ali also ordered
the prosecution to produce all
the accused in the case before
the court on September 22,

Humayun Zahir, a leading
businessman and chairman of
United Commercial Bank Ltd.
(UCBL), was murdered by a
%rnup of miscreants at his

hanmondi residence on-April
8,1993. '

Father-in-law of Humayun
Zahir filed a case with Dhan-
mondi police on the same day
accusing seven persons includ-
ing Babu. Police submitted
charge-sheet against the seven
persons after investigation.

Of the seven charge-sheeted
accused, Babu and Matin ap-
peared before the court yester-
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House of Ershad
Shikdar's elder
brother raided:

Two arrested

From Staff Correspondent

RHULNA, Sept 15: Rupsha
thana police unearthed a big
‘hole' at the residence of Ashraf
Ali Shikdar, elder brother of
Ershad Shikdar.

Police raided the house at .

Sholpur village under Rupsha
thana early this morning and
unearthed the eight-feet deep
hole in which Ershad and his
associates used to conceal their
huge illegal firearms.

Police arrested two young
men identified as Mokhtar
Hossain, 30, and Alam, 24,
from there suspecting their in-
volvement in guarding the hole.
But police could not recover any
arms and ammunition from
there.

Meanwhile, police raided the
house of Ershad Shikdar at
Sonadanga Tuesday afternoon
but could not TECOVEr any arms

See page 11 Col 6

— Inside Today
Article

BNP’s sit-in demon-
stration

A Turning
Point in
Political

Movement

Column: Currents and

Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim
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Business

MCCI advises two-
pronged design to halt
labour productivity
falls

Page 8

Supplement

One page supplement
on ‘International Ozone

Day’
Page 9
Prayer Timings
*September 16
Azan Jamaat |
Fajr 4-30 9-00
Zohr 12-15 1-20
AST 4-30 4-45
Maghrib | 6-15 6-18
Esha 7-45 8-15
Source: Islamic Foundation

Police beat up a pro-hartal activist at Jatrabari in the city yesterday.

—Star photo

The end of a '60-hour

marathon hartal at six last
evening brought public life back
to normal after scores of inci-
dents of clashes that left one
person Killed and more than
200 people hurt across the coun-
try.
The general strike was called
by a coalition of opposition
parties led by the BNP after the
violence during their sit-in
demonstration on Sunday. The
parties said they were protest-
ing police behaviour on Sun-
day, plan to allow tranship-
menl for Indian goods and
pressing for resignation of the
government.

In the capital, under the
watchful eyes of riot police at
every intersection and other se-
curitymen on patrol, the last
day of the shutdown saw more
rickshaws appearing on the city
sireets, more commuter buses
including the state-run ones
and a limited number of auto-
rickshaws and tempos.

Pickets were virtually
missing on the streets while
shops and businesses were
closed despite police protection

offered by the home minister.

The opposition campaign
was marked by incidents of vio-
lence and police curtailing citi-
zens' rights to free mévement in
the city,

In the capital, Jatrabari and
Dholaikhal areas were the
main trouble spots of the day.
For the second day yesterday,
BNP MPs marched through tge
city streets without their ac-
tivists, well kept away by po-
lice.

The eight MPs who staged
demonstrations on Tues ay
were reinforced yesterday.
Some 26 moved up and down
the length of Bijoynagar-Pu-
rana Paltan crossing. They held
a rally at Bijoynagar under the
watchiul eyes of three Deputy
Commisisoners of Police and
hundreds of policemen who

arded rooftops. lanes and by-
anes,

At least 50 people were in-
jured in clashes involving pro-
and anti-hartal activists and
police yesterday while 86 pick-
els were arrested, 45 from Moti-
jheel area alone. in the

See page 11 Col 3

Two powerful bombs ex-
loded near a ruling party pub-
ic meeting in the city yesterday
afternoon minutes after Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim
began his speech denouncing
the three-day opposition hartal.
On the podium were three
other ministers and several
MPs when the crowd at Paltan
Maidan reacted with heavy
shouts. Riot police were guard-

. outside the boundary
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One of the two victims beaten up by mob after the bomb
blast during Awami League rally yesterday. — Star photo

Two severely beaten up

Bombs explode during
Nasim’s speech

By Staff Cnrrespundt;lt

Fersunal securitymen of the
our ministers were also pre-
sent.

Both bombs exploded just
of the ad-
jacent Muhammad Ali Em::in%
stadium. Police also recovere
another live bomb from the
same spot.

The home minister stopped
speaking for a while but re-
sumed despite the pandemo-

i The meeting venue and the *~ mfum iy an apparent attempt to

el

restore normalcy in the meet-
ing.

It could not be confirmed
immediately if the bombs were
hurled from inside the stadium
or from any hideout.

None was however injured in
the explosions in a bl space.

The blasts prompted a sec-
tion of the crowd to shout
“catch them, catch them”™ and
run towards the boxing stadium

-“at the south-casteryr skieol the =t

Maidan where the explosions
took place at 5.25pm.

Several hundred angry peo-
le forced their way into the
oxing stadium and ransacked

the offices inside. They beat up
lwo young men, suspecting
them as bomb throwers, near
the stadium gate.

The two -- Arif, 25, and Za-
Kir, 40 -- were later rescued by
police and were rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. The two, being treated nndet
police custody, were stated to be
in critieal condition.

Zakir was identified by some
people at the spot as a security
guard of the nearby National
Sports Council. Some people
recognised Arif as an unem-
ployed youth from Comilla,

Police questioned three whao
were present inside the sta-
dium,

Police in riot gear strength-
ened their vigil as the meeting
continued. A small police team
also took position near the
podium.

An angry Nasim asked his
audience not to be panicked and
vowed to punish the culprits.

"Terrorists sponsored by
Khaleda Zia are trying to dis-
rupt peace in public life. They
also made bomb attacks in
other part of the city. Dont
worry, the culprits will be
severely dealt with. I know how
to take care of them."

“They have held the people
hostage for three days in t]i;e
name of hartal,” he said, “they
are desperate as people have re-
jected their programme.”

His frﬁguent appeals failed
to restore iscilpline among the
audience until he announced

‘that police had caught the cul-

prits and that they would be

punished. After about 10 min-

See Page 11 Col 7

Hasina arrives
in New York

NEW YORK, Sept 15: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina ar-
rived here yesterday afternoon
1o attend the 54th session of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA), reports BSS.

The Bangladesh leader was
received at the John F Kennedy
International Airport by
Poulose Peter. representative of
UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan.

Bangladesh Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United Na-
tions Ambassador Anwarul
Rarim Chowdhury, Bangladesh
Ambassador to the United
States K M Shehabuddin, Con-
sut General in New York Kam-
rul Hasan Sheikh, Minister
Press of Bangladesh Mission in
Washington Shahajahan Mian
and other
Barngiadesh &
sent at the airport to receive the
prime minister.

The prime minister will ad-
dress the UNGA on September
20. She will attend a reception
to arranged on the occasion of
the 25th anniversary of
Bangladesh's admission to the
United Nations. She will also
hold meeting with UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan and UNGA
President Dr. Theo-Ben
Giurirab,

sheikh Hasing will address
the pletnary of the investors'
meeting on September 16. Be-
fore returning home, the prime
minister will visit Paris, where
she will receive UNESCO Peace
Prize.

BNP calls hartal
at Gurudashpur
today

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHIL, Sept 15: BNP
has called a day-long hartal at
Gurudashpur thana headquar-
ters in Natore tomorrow
protesting the killing of Jubo
Dal leader Mobidul Islam.

Mobidul Islam, convener of
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal Guru-
dashpur thana unit, was hacked
to death during hartal hours on
Monday.

A case was filed yesterday
with Gurudashpur thana accus-
ing 18 people, including Guru-
dashpur Pourasava chairman
Amjad Hossain and Awami
League thana wunit leaders
Sarker Imdadul Haq and Mo-
hammad Ali.

Rajshahi City Corporation
Mayor and BNP central com-
mittee leader Mizanur Rahman
Minu in a statement yesterday
demanded immediate arrest of
the killers of Mobidul Islam.

high officials of
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Envoys appointed on
contract basis

being called back

By M Anwarul Haq

Several Bangladesh ambas-
sadors and high commissioners
who were appointed on contract
are being called back, according
to diﬁiumatic sQurces,

The sources also said the
government has decided not to
‘encourage anymore” overseas
postings on contract basis or
give extensions to diplomats
who are due for retirement.

Until recently, several top
ranking diplomats were given
generous extensions, a move

tsthat, eparked -widespread re- -

sentment and frustration
among career foreign service of-
ficials who felt that extensions
would damage their chances of
being promoted to higher posts
Or even appointed as envoy.
Two dicFiumats who have
been called back last week are
Bangladesh High Commis-
sionier to Malaysia Wajed Ali
Khan Panni and Ambassador to
Nepal Mohiuddin Ahmed.
Panni Is a ruling Awami League
member while Ahmed is a re-
tired additional foreign secre:
tary, Both were appointed en-

voys under a three-year con-
tract. Panni has been asked to
return by October 14 while
Ahmed by November 18

Ahmed's tenure is almost
complete while that of Panni is
due to end next year.

sources also said that High
Comimissioner to Pakistan Ma-
sum Ahmed Chowdhury will be
called back shortly as he is due
to retire Ifrom service soon.
Khairul Anam, Ambassador to
Belgium and the EU, and Abdul
Momin  Chowdhury,  Ambas.
sador to Saudi’ Arabia will also
be asked to come back home as
their contract expires shortly.
Sarwar Osman Chowdhury,
Ambassador to UAE and a po-
litical appointee, will also be
asked to return after the expiry
of his contract.

The decision to recall the
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to Malaysia was taken
after Pann! wrote a letter to rel-
evant quarters asking for per-
misston to onarty a Pakistanid
womarn. Governinent rules oro

Ser page 11 Col 6

Shibir units at DU:

Forged seals of

provost recovered

By DU Correspondent.

Five forged seals of the.
provost of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Hall
of Dhaka IJJniversit:-,r were re-
covered from a room of the hall
yesterday.

The seal of the provost is
used for allotment of seats.

Some Chhatra League ac-
tivists at the hall led by
Talukder Ahsanul Kabir Polash
also recovered some papers cor-
taining the names of members
of a 41-member Islami Chhatra
Shibir unit at the hall, party at-
tendance book, money receipt
and other documents from
room no. 506, belonging to one
Taher.

The recovered materials
were handed over to the provost
of the hall.

NEW DELHI, Sept 15: India's
governing alliance is winning
the month-long election so far
and 55 per cent of voters want
Atal Behari Vajpayee to return
as prime minister, according to
an exit poll broadeast today on
state-run .television, reports
AP.

Voters, who were questioned
as they linished balloting on
Sept 5 and 11 in India's five-
phase election. indicated that
Vajpayee's alliance would win
45 per cent of the votes cast so
far. That is a 7 per cent %ain
over the February 1998 elec-
tion.

The main opposition
Congress Party would collect 39
per cent of the votes, and 38 per
cent of those polled said they
preferred its leader, Sonia
Gandhi as prime minister.

Congress showed a 3 per cent
gain from the last election, ac-
cording to the Development and
Research Services poll, which
has an error margin of 2 per
cent.

Based on the poll results.

Hﬁ

Doordarshan Television fore-
cast that Vajpayee's Bharatiya
Janata Party and its allies
would win 145 of the seats so
far, Congress would win 105
and other parties 18. Voting has
been conducted for more than
half of the 543 elected seats in
the Lok Sabha, or lower house
of Parliament.

The major parties gained at
the expense of smaller ones.
The poll showed other parties
would collect 16 per cent of the
votes cast so far for 268 of the
543 elected seats in the Look
Sabha, or lower house of Par-
liament. That is a loss of 10
cent for smaller parties since
last year.

BJP spokesman, Arun Jait-
ley said the alliance cts to
win a majority in Parliament
and cross the 300-seat line. "We
think we will cross it," he said
on the television broadcast. A
solid majority would provide a
stable lgmrernment less likely to
fall before its five-year term is
complete.

el
owever, a Congress repre-/

TV exit poll: 55 pc voters want
Vajpayee to return as PM

sentative, Margaret Alva. said
the party is doing better than
polls show. "The Congress paosi-
tion is improving. Congress is
definitely on the upswing,” she
said.

The poll was conducted as
voters linished balloting on
Sept 5and 11.

There are three more phases
of voting to come: Sept 18, Sept.
25 and Oct. 3. Voting is stag-
gered in the vast country to al-

low security forces and election
workers to move from place to
place.

The poll of 18,000 voters in
76 parliamentary constituen-
cies also showed that there was
no difference between city
dwellers and rural folk as far as

choosing a party.
The Supreme Court recently
overturned an Election Com-

mission ban on publication or
broadcast of exit polls before
the election is over.

The votes will be counted
Oct. 6 and 7, and a new Parlia-

_ is expected to be seated by
-October |

e - -

By Nurul Kabir

General Ershad was ousted
froyn power nine years ago, but
maily of the political activists
contributing to his ouster are
yel to get rid of charges ‘framed’
during his rule.

Meantime, a few 'victims' in
the city who got rid of cértain
charges have now been exposed
to fresh harassment as an al-
ready disposed of case has been
put to trial again because of a
‘mistake’ made by the General
Records section of the Dhaka
CMM court.

Nurul Islam, a young busi-
nessmarn now, and some of his
acquaintances in the city
heaved a sigh of relief when a
special tribunal disposed of a
case some eight years after it
was filed against them in 1989
under the Explosives Act.

They were anxiously waiting
for disposal of another case
filed at the same time, Mean-
time, a couple of years have
gone by.

But they suddenly came to
know that the already disposed:
of case was put to trial
and warrants of arrest were is-

again,

sued against the ‘accused’ as the
General Records section of the
Dhaka Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court forwarded it
to another (tribunal by
‘mistake’.

In late eighties, thousands of
youths joined the movement
against the military regime of
General Ershad. A dedicated ac-
tivist of a left leaning party
those days, Nurul Islam was not
an exception.

As usual, he was picked up by
Bgllce from a public rally and

aten up. In an unusual move,
Nurul Islam lodged a case
against Sabujbag police. The
case is still pending with the
High Court. .

A few days later, the then
uﬂpnsitjt‘m parties fighting Er-
shad regime called a general
strike on November 11, 1989,

Police did not fail to take
advantage of the political situ-
ation. They filed a case against
Nurul Islamn and some of his
acquaintances under sections
143 and 326 of Bangladesh
Penal Code and sections 3.and

See Page 11 Col 77

Some alleged ICS activists,
who are resident students of the
hall, were also held by the
Chhatra League activists but
were later released when the
hall authorities intervened.

See page 11 Col 5

processions on Friday and stage
demonstrations and hold If:ﬁ-
lies on September 22 across the
country to protest the killing of
a Juba Dal leader in Natore and
government's “atrocity” during
the three-day hartal. :
Mofidul Islam. Convener of
Gurudashpur thana unit of Juba

‘Dal, was hacked to death al-

leﬁe«dly by ruling party activists
who attacrked BNP pickets on
the {i:4! day of the hartal.

The programme was an-
nounced by BNP Secretary Gen-
tal Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan at
a joint press briefing at the offi-
cial residence of the Leader of
the Opposition in parliament
after a meeting of the liaison
committee of the four-party al-
liance. Jatiya Party leader Kazi
Zafar Ahmed, Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Kamaruzzaman and [JO
leader Fazlul Haq Amini also

. addressed the press briefing.

i
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In the city. the alliance ~vill
hold gayebana janaza uftey
Jumma ‘prayer at ptell
Mukarram National Masque
and bring out separate ...t
ing processions.

"Our current agitation has
turned into one-point oust-gov-

>ee Page 12 Col 8

Turn one-point
movement into
mass upsurge,
says Khaleda

Rejecting the prime minis-
ter s offer for dialogue, Oppo-
sition leader Khaleda Zia urged
people to turn the ongoing one-
poinit movement into a mass
upsurge to topple this gov-
ernment, reports UNB.

"The prime minister's asser-
tions for democracy and dia-

| logue sound like a joke," she

said in a statement, congratu-
lating the countrymen for ob-
serving the three-day marathon
hartal that ended at 6 pm yes-
terday.

The BNP-led oppaosition al-
liance enforced the shutdown to
protest attacks on its sit-in
demonstrations in front of
Secretariat on” September 12
demanding cancellation of the

See page 11 Col 6

JS body for removal
of anomalies in
pay, promotion in
different cadres

A meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Commitres on
Establishmens kintsiry yea-
‘erday recommended removal
ol anomalies in pay and pro-
motion in different cadres, re-
ports UNB.

It emphasised the need for
formulating transparent ser-
vice rules and appointment of
deputy secretaries and higher
officials on the basis of merit.

The representatives of BCS
(Ansar] Association spoke
about their service-related de-
mands at the meeting. The
committee members assured
necessary measures after re-
viewing their demands.

Chaired by committee
chairman Khondakar Asaduz-
zaman, the meeting was at-
tended by committee members
Prof Dr M S Akbar and Ahsan
Ahmad attended the meeting.
Advocate Rahmat Ali was pre-
sent as a representative of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasjina.

Retrial by 'mistake'!
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