Federal Express

Bangladesh Express Co. Ltd.
Licensee Of Federal Express Corporation

\'[el #9565114; Fax. # ?5651 li/

5 /.-— '
DHANMONDI

| House #53 (New) Rd. # 3A (New) |

| ‘Dhanmondi RA,, Dbaka
\ | Tel #863896 J 9

KALYANPUR

Khwaja Super Market
Kalyanpur, Dhaka
Tel # 808803

T

MIRPUR

House # 96, Section # 10
Senpara Parbata
Mirpur, Dhaka

TRk Lot

Y

= PHILIP

Instalment facility

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1999

Ideal gift for any occasion.

available

only for purchases above Tk. 7,500
Transcom Electronics Limited

Official licensee of Philips Electronics N.V. for lighting products, radio and TV sets.

Dhaka: 815307-10 Cig.: T"IIESSE, 723578 Khulna: 720304 Bogra: 6215

Visit your nearest Philips Display Centre today

Vacuum Cleaner

Two teenagers held
hostage at DU hall

By DU Correspondent

Two teenage boys were al-
legedly kidnapped from the
city’'s Elephant Road by a group

of Dhaka College students and

held hostage for about two
hours in Mohsin Hall of Dhaka
Universily yesterday.

The victims were Anis Al Ra-
jib, a HSC first year student of
Lalmatia Oriental College, and
his friend Tanveer Hossain.

Dhaka University authori-
ties, following the allegations,

resterday formed a three-mem-
er probe committee led by Dr,
Md. Khairul Hossain, provost of
the hall, to investigate the inci-
dent.

According to sources, the
kidnappers, led by one Sujan, a
Dhaka College student, al-
legedly kidnapped Rajib and
Tanveer from Elephant Road at
about 3 pm. The boys were
takenn at gun point to Mohsin
Hall with the help of some
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) activists, it was learnt.

The abductors first beat up
the victims on the terrace of the
hall building and later held
them hostage in two separate
rooms. They then telephoned
Rajib's mother and demanded
ransom.

-

Rajib’'s mother took back the
two boys at around 5 pm from
the guest room of the hall,
sources said.

When contacted over tele-
phone, the traumatised mother
declined to disclose any details
about she got the two boys freed.
"We are happy to get back our
only child and are not inter-
ested in pursuing any legal ac-
tions against anyone,” she said.

Sources preferring
anonymity told The Daily Star
that the iidnappﬂrs including
Adnan and Palash of Dhaka
College is backed by the BCL
hall unit president Shafiq.
Some outsider ‘terrorists’, in-
cluding Munna and Wadud, who
have been sheltered at the hall,
were also involved in the inci-
dent, they alleged.

Two rooms -- 212 and 331 --
of Mohsin Hall, are notoriousl
known as ‘remand rooms’ an
are used regularly for the pur-
pose of torturing, the sources
added.

DU Vice-chancellor Prof. AK
Azad Chowdhury said, “The au-
thorities will take stern action
against those involved in the
incident and 1 have already
formed a probe committee.”

Clash with supporters of

Sayeedi in Sylhet: 10 hurt

From Staft Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 14: At least
ten people were injured in a
clash between the activists of
ﬂll'%ﬂrl:}' alliance and Jamaat-
Shibir at Beanibazar thana
headquarters today.

The trouble broke out when
Jamaat-Shibir activists at-
tacked an all-party activist an-
nouncing programme for hold-
ing a rally at the thana head-
quarters protesting remarks by
Jamaat leader Moulana Delwar
Hossain Sayeedi about the 'Syl-
het Community® living in UK.

Protesting this incident, the
all-party alliance comprising
AL, BNP, JP and JSD held a
rally at College Road Point at 2
pImn.

The speakers at the rally de-
clared Moulana Sayeedi 'per-
sona non grata' in Beanibazar.

After the rally, the ali-party
activists brocught out a ch{:s—
sion and burnt the eftfigy of
Moulana Sayeedi. They also at-
tacked the Jamaat-Shibir office
at New Market and damaged
furniture.

A medicine shop owned by

Public Security Act

Left parties to
hold protest
rally in city

Sept22

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of 11 left-leaning po-
liticalec}Jarties yesterday con-
demned recent police repression
on the opposition and decided to
hold a rally in the city on
September 22, protesting the
government's plan to enact a
RE? law called Public Security

&1,
___The leaders held a meeting
in the city yesterday morning
with president of the Commu-
nist Party of Bangladesh (CPB)
Manjurul Ahsan Khan in the
chair, says a press release.

The political leaders were
highly critical of the police at-
tack on Monday's human-chain
programme in the city. The pro-
gramme was held by Gano Fo-
rum demanding rehabilitation
of evicted slum dwellers.

They condemned the delib-
erate road barricade put up by
onie pro-Awami League union
parishad chairman on the day
of the opposition's Secretariat
siege programme.

Among others, the meeting
was attended by Rashed Khan
Menon, Nirmal Sen, Khalequz-
zaman, Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik, Mujahidul Islam Selim,
Azizul Islam Khan, AFM Mah-
bubul Haq, Dilip Barua, Igbal
Majuinder, Haji Abdus Samad,
Nurur Rahman Selim, Pankaj
Bhattachariva, Morshed Ali,
Fazle Hossain Badsha., Bazlur
Rashid Feroj, Mahmudur Rah-
man Babu, and Abdus Salam.

One killed, 6
hurt as ship
catches fire

in Sitakunda
From Staff Correspondent

thana Jamaat Ameer was also
damaged.

In retaliation, the Jamaat-
Shibir activists, tried to chase
their opponents and hurled
brickbats at them. Both the
groups locked in clash leaving
ten injured.

The injured were admitted to
thana health complex,

None was arrested in this
connection till filing of this re-
port at 8 pm today.

Hartal: Acting
FBCCI chief

concerned

Acting President of the Fed-
eration of Bangladesh Cham-
bers of Commerce and Indus
(FBCCI) M A Munim yesterday
expressed his grave concern
over the three-day hartal call
by the opposition, reports BSS.

In a statement Munim said,
"Hartal is suicidal and will
bring disaster for us in today's
competitive world market." He
reiterated the demand of the
business community to shun
this suicidal politics and solve
problems through discussions
sitting across the table.

The FBCCI acting chief men-
tioned that during the secre-
tariat siege programme of the
opposition on Sunday some
miscreants threw brickbats at
the buildings of different organ-
isations in Motijheel area and
damaged the windows of those
buildings.

He called upon the opposi-
tion to keep industrial and
commercial organisations out
of the purview of hartal.

Nasim orders

Identity policemen
who took bribe
from Ershad Sikder

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim has directed the agencies
concerned to identify the police
personnel who took bribes from
the recently arrested terrorist
Ershad Sikdar of Khulna, re-
ports BS5.

The Home Minister's direc-
tives came in the wake of a se-
ries of press reports on the top
terrorist of Khulna who had re-
anedl}r legalised many unlaw-

ul activities by bribing the po-
lice officials in Khulna and
other places.

While talking with newsmen
at his Secretariat office yester-
day afternoon, the minister
said Ershad Sikdar had created
a reign of terror in Khulna. He
had emerged as a terrorist dur-
ing the regime of General Er-
shad and was nurtured by Be-
gum Khaleda Zia&¢overnment.

Four Indian
robbers caught
in Thakurgaon

THAKURGAON, Sept 14:
Four Indian dacoits were ar-

million

Anti-hartal activists this time opted for a rickshaw rally. There was another difference yesterday. Motor rallies during
previous hartals were organised and led by the ruling party’s city MPs, but none of them of that stature were seen on

the volatile streets dominated by hyperactive law-enforcers.

—Star photo by Anisur Rahman

ADB sees 5pc growth in 2000

1999/2000 budget has empha-

The country is expected to
achieve a higher growth rate of
five per cent in the current fis-
cal if weather condition re-
mains favourable and the agri-
cultural sector performs better,
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
said in a recent report, says
BSS.

"Gross Domestic Product
(GDF) growth during 2000 is
projected at 5 per cent. The agri-
cultural sector is anticipat;f?n
maintain the average growth
rate of recent years provided
weather condition remains
favourable,” the Manila-based
Bank said in its Asian Devel-
opment Outlook Update.

The report said the country's
1998/99 GDP was revised to

row at 4.8 per cent after a

umper harvest of its boro win-
ter paddy. A previous estimate
was around 3.3 per cent.

The country's food grain
production might reach 21.4
tonnes in 1998/99

against 20.7 million tonnes in
the previous year, thanks to a
recovery drive launched by the
government, the Bank said.

[t said: "Although the agri-
cultural sector has apparently
overcome the impact of the
floods, manufacturing sector
growth is estimated to have
slipped to 2.8 per cent from (the)
9.2 per cent of the preceding
years."

The floods during the Au-
gust-October period in 1998, the
longest in Bangladesh's history,
destroyed nearly four million
tonnes of rice in the fields,

"Despite a large inflow of ex-
ternal assistance, foreign ex-
change reserves declined to 1.5
billion dollars (2 to 3 months of
imports) at the end of 1999,
from $1.7 billion in the corre-
sponding J:erind last year,” the
report said,

It said the country's budget
deficit also rose to 5.3 per cent
of GDP compared with 4.2 per

cent of GDP in 1997 /98.

"The deficit has increased
due to flood-induced fall in rev-
enues and an increase in public
expenditure,” it said.

The ADB m{)nﬂ said higher
food prices fuelled the country's
inflation rate to 12.7 per cent in
December in 1998, but it
dropped to 7.5 per cent in April
this year with a decline in food
prices.

The Bank forecast the coun-
try’s inflation at 8 per cent in
the current year from an aver-
age of 9 per cent in 1998/99.

It said: "The greatest chal-
lenge facing the government is
Lo revive economic and institu-
tional reforms to reduce perva-
sive poverty.”

Bangladesh could only over-
come the challenge through
prudent macroeconomic man-
agement and reforms in finan-
cial and administrative sector,
and private sector development.

But it said the country's

Journalists talk ‘green
agenda’ in Comilla

KOTBARI (Comilla), Sept 14:
Environmental journalists. ac-
tivists and experts from some
30 countries assembled here at
the BARD complex, beginning a
four-day conference focusing on
issues of a wide range of conser-
vation concerns, reports UNB.

The theme of the congress,
being held under the joint aus-
pices of the Asia-Pacific Forum
of Environmental Journalists'’
(AFEJ), Commonwealth Envi-
ronmental Journalists' Associ-
ation (CEJA) and Forum of En-
vironmental Journalists' of
Bangladesh (FEJB), is "Water
and Environment: Role of the
Media."

Although attendance at the
conference was partially dis-
rupted by hartal, the organisers
went ahead with their pro-
gramme, Environment and
Forest Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, who was scheduled
to inaugurate the congress,
could not make it — as it hap-

pened with some other officials -

and resource persons who re-
mained stranded in Dhaka due
to the shutdown.

At the inaugural session, A Z
M Enayetullah Khan, Editor-
in-Chief of Holiday, delivered
the congress lecture on the
theme ol water and environ-
ment.

"'T_l‘lErgI'EE‘ﬂ agenda is hope-
fully unfolding in Bangladesh."
he said pointing out that the
civil society in the country was
increasingly getting involved
wilh environmental concern.

Khan said that environmen-
tal issues should be made part

R s

of the political agenda by the
country's political parties.

The inaugural function was
addressed, among others, by
AFEJ chairman Dr Dharman
Wickremaretne, Robert Kihara
of CEJA, Juliet Fox of Friends
of the Earth of Australia,
Aditya Man Shreshtra from
Nepal and Khondokar Monirul
Alam, president of the Jatiya
Press Club.

Dr Liga Raschid-3Sally, a wa-
ter expert from the Interna-
tional Water Management Insti-
tute (IWMI), gave presentation
on Policy Dialogue Model
(PODIUM) focusing on the fu-
ture scenario of demand for
water by the year 2025.

Enayetullah Khan in his pa-
per said 1the media in
Bangladesh have been high-
lighting these not only for pur-

ose of dissemination of in-
ormation, but also as an active
agent in awareness — and
movement-building on a num-
ber of environmental concerns
like the choking of the water
bodies in the capital and other
urban areas, the Etranglin% of
the Buriganga waters by pollu-
tants, sewage and industrial af-
fluence.

But he added the media also

have a significant role in high-.

lighting the civic concerns of
the flood action plan pertainin
to the local population an
their voiced needs.

"The crisis that we are wit-
nessing today whether in
scarcity and pollution of water,
degradation of soil, devastation

of forests and the spreading ex-

..............
...........

tinction of bio-diversity, is es-

sentially a crisis of the huiman
spirit,” he observed.
He concluded: "Deserts

spreading in the Asian conti-
nent at the rate of a million
hectares a year only mirror the
wasteland of our soul. We have
sold our souls to Lucifer for a
handful of silver."

Mahfuz Anam, Editor of The
Daily Star, who was given the
Green Pen Award 1999 for his
outstanding contribution to en-
vironmental journalism. said
one of the challenges of present
day newsmen is creating
awareness about environmen-
tal issues, which are so akin to
our everyday life.

He said the media can play a
great role in protecting the
country's environment. "Qur
newsmen will have to change
their mindset to perform their
social responsibilities,"” Anam
said. Many of the environmen-
tal issues like the 'water agenda’
should be thought over again,
he observed.

The AFEJ-CEJA Interna-
tional Green Pen Award was
given to three leading journal-
ists who made significant con-
tributions in the field of envi-
ronmental journalism. They
are . Dr Dharman Wickre-
maretne of Sri Lanka, Zaigham
Khan of Pakistan and Nina
Ratulele of Fiji.

AFEJ-ADB environmental
journalism award went to Abu

aher Khokon of Bangladesh
for photography and Alex Rey V
Pal of the Philippines for re-
porting.

sised mobilisation of domestic
resources, promotion oi export-
led industrial expansion and
private investment through
measures including floatin

government-guaranteed bonds -

?mnunting to 200 million dol-
ar.

Dhaka team
leaves for gas

seminar in US

By Staff Correspondent

Ener

Elahi Chowdhury and Petro-

bangla Chairman Mosharraf

Hossain left for the US yester-

day to participate in a seminar

on gas utilisation in Bang-
ladesh.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who also left Dhaka
Monday night to attend the
United Nations General Assem-

bly in New York, is expected to"

participate in the seminar, be-
girmin% on Thursday.
Multinational oil compa-
nies including Unocal, UMC.
Enron, Mobil and Chevron and
Texaco will participate in the

seminar. The Prime Minister is
likely to visit the head office of

Unocal later.

The seminar is being organ-
ised by the US-Bangladesh
Business Couneil, a forum of
American oil companies.

The seminar is likely to be
moderated by the chief of Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce in
Dhaka, Forrest E Cookson, who
is also conducting a study on
gas utilisation in Bangladesh.

Sources said that the prime
objective of this seminar is to
convince Bangladesh that it
must export natural gas to
make foreign investment in the
countiry viable,

Experts criticise the move
for gas utilisation study saying
that there should be a study on
gas reserve first. Besides, offi-
cial sources say, there has
hardly been any interaction be-
tween the government agencies
holding data on gas and those

conducting the utilisation
study.
Incessant rains

Fresh areas
in 3 dists
inundated

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 14: Inces-
sant rains have deteriorated the
flood situation in Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj and Naogaon
districts.

All the rivers in three
districts marked a further rise
today:.

In Rajshahi, the char lands
were flooded and low lying
lands went under water. Hari-
pur union parishad chairman
Fazle Rizvi Al-Hasan said that
char Jagia, Sonaikandi, char
Nabinagar, Easri. Harupur.
Naboganga, Betpara, Khola-
bona, adavpur and Go-
humabona villages of his union
went under water.

About two thousand people
were marooned and at least 15

mud-houses were completel
damaged. P Y

Majedur Rahman of Harian
union parishad in Poba thana
said that char Dierkhidirpur,
char Taranagar and char Ma-

Secretary Towfik-e-

Ctg processionist )

dies of heart attack

Port city sees off second day peacefully
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 14: A
pro-BNP Jubo Dal activist died
of heart attack at a procession
at Bahaddarhat in the city dur-
ing hartal hours today, police
and party sources said.

The dead was identified as
Nurul Absar, 30.

Absar suddenly collapsed on
the road at around 11 am while
a procession of BNP activists
was in progress, party sources
said.

Elsewhere in the port city,
barring some stray incidents of
violennce including blasts of
crackers, the second day of the
three-day opposition shutdown
passed off almost peacefully,
according to police and wit-
nesses.

All kinds of vehicles except
rickshaws stayed off the road
today and shops and business
establishments remained
closed,

Seven pickets were arrested
from different parts in the city
today. Police and paramilitary
BDR were deployed at all impor-
tant points of the city.

Witnesses said police and
opposition activists clashed at

Alankar crossing and in De-
wanhat area in the morning.

Meanwhile, president of
Chittagong city unit of BNP Mir
Mohammed Nasiruddin alleged,
police harassed his party
activists at different places. He
said police forcibly took away
microphones his party activists
were using at Bahaddarhat, De-
wanhat and Alamkar crossing.

Additional commissioner of
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
Shahidullah Khan, when con-
tacted, however denied the alle-
gation. He said microphones
were not allowed at those places
without permission. "Besides,
we had to be always in action to
maintain law and order," he
added. .

In Chittagong port, partial
cargo handling 15&3 carrigd out
inside the jetties although de-
live? of goods remained sus-
pended, port sources said.

The government asked the

ort authorities to provide po-
ice escort if any importers de-
sired to take delivery of goods
from the port. But no importers
asked for any escort, port
sources informed.

- New bank begins

business tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

After long seven years of clo-
sure, Bangladesh Commerce
and Investment Ltd. (BCI), a fi-
nancial institution which was
closed down following man-
agement failure, will re-emerge
as a full-fledged bank from to-
MOITOW.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria is expected to formally
inaugurate the bank named as
Bangladesh Commerce Bank
Limited (BCBL).

When the government sus-
pended BCI operation on April
28, 1992, it had deposits worth
Tk 131.26 crore.

In 1996, the
constituted BCI

Democracy at
stake under

this govt: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia 1y'E51'.'El'da}T said ob-
servance of all out hartal
demonstrates that people have
lost their trust and confidence

overnment re-
y promulgat-

in the government, reports
UNB.
In a press statement on the

seécond day of the three-day har-
tal, she protested police action
on the BNP workers and de-
ployment of police at the BNP
central office preventing party
workers from entering it.

Khaleda Zia said the gov-
ernment has been trying to take
away the democratic rights of
the people by attacking meet-
ings and processions. "The
speeches and actions of the
Eart in power prove that the

ard-won democracy is at stake
under this government.”

She said people are taking
part spontaneously in the cur-
rent movement to protect the
country.

The BNP Chairperson said
that being unnerved by the
movement, the government has
intensified its repression on the
opposition and is framing a
new black law in the name of
public security in its bid to stop
the opposition.

PM makes brief

stopover at
Brussels Airport

BRUSSELS, Sept 14: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina made a
brief stopover here today on her
way to New York, reports BSS,
The prime minister, who ar-
rived here at 0930 local time,
was received at the Brussels

Airport by Bangladesh Ambas-

sador to Belgium Khairul Anam
and other officials of the mis-
sion.

ing an ordinance and decided to
turn it into a bank.

Addressing a press briefing
at the Jatiya Press Club yester-
day, Professor Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury, chairman of the
bank, said the bank would have
24 branches in phases.

Managing director Sheikh
Aminuddin Ahmed and direc-
tors of BCBL Abdur Karim, Fida
Hossain, Fariduddin Ahmed,
Dr Monirul Islam and S A Wa-
hed attended the press confer-
ence.

The paid up capital of BCBL
is Tk 92 crore while its autho-
rised capital is Tk 200 crore.

Total expenses

for each Haj
pilgrim fixed
at Tk 88,000

The government has fixed
the total nses for each Hajj
pilgrim at 88,000, reports

UNB.

The decision was taken at a
high-level meeting relating to
the formulation of Hajj policy
for the year 2000 at the confer-
ence room of the Religious Af-
fairs Ministry yesterday with
State Minister Moulana Mo-
hammad Nurul Islam in the
chair.

The meeting was informed
that the next Hajj would be held
on March 15, 2 subject to the
sighting of Zilhaj moon.

The meeting also approved a
quota of 40,000 pilgrims from
Bangladesh for the next Hajj.

e remaining Hajj expenses
will be taken from those
pilgrims who will deposit Tk
16,000 as advance house rent by
October 25 this year.

W Indies chase
226 in decider

TORONTO, Sept 14: India

scored 225 for seven Tuesday
against the West Indies in the
third and final match of the two
countries' DMC Cup tourna-
ment, reportsAFP.

After a slow start, India
stepped up the pressure in the
final 10 overs of the match with
Rahul Dravid hitting the four
that put India over the 200
mark, before being bowled by

‘Mervyn Dillon for 77.

‘The series is currently tied
1-1.

Caribbean captain Brian
Lara won the toss and asked
India to bat.

The Institution Of Engineers, Bangladesh
Headquarters, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

Notice Inviting Nominations

Committee |IEB HQ, Ramna,

Nominations are invited for various posts outlined in the
schedule of posts for the election of The Institution of
Engineers, Bangladesh for the term 2000-2001. Nomination
papers duly completed are to be submitted in closed

envelope for each post to the Chairman, Central Election

Dhaka-1000 latest by 2000

CHITTAGONG, Sept 14: One
labourer was roasted alive and
six others injured when an old
ship brought for scrapping
caught fire at Shitalpur s ip-
breaking yard under Sitakunda
thana this afternoon. police
and hospital sources said.

The dead was identified as
Md Alauddin, 18. The injured
were admitted to Chittagong

rested by BDR with the help of
villagers at Krishnokantojot
village under Tentulia thana of
Panchagarh district Monday
night, reports UNB.

Police said sensing the pres-
ence of the bandits at the vil-
lage, local people surrounded
them and caught four of the

hrs. 16t Oct, 1999. Set of Nomination papers along with
instructions and schedule of posts, etc. can be obtained
from the IEB HQ's and respective Centres/Sub Centres.

Engr. Md. Anwarul Alam
Chairman
Central Election Committee (CEC)

jhar Dierpur were submerged
flood waters. R

In Chapainawabganj, the
char lands and some villages in
Ujirpur union were submerged.

About 14,000 hectares of
lands with standing crops in
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