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Gas Cooker

The second day sees 50 hurt

At least 50 people were in-
jured in clashes, 30 of them in
the capital, as life remained
paralysed across the country
yesterday, the second day of the
Opposition-called three-day
hartal.

In the capital, BNP activists
vented their anger by ex%lm:ling
at least 50 home made bombs
and crackers at different points

By Staff Correspondent

as police thwarted their attem-
pts to bring out processions.
Police lobbed tear gas shells
and fired rubber bullets to keep
Opposition activists off the
streets and disperse pickets.
The BNP-led four-party Op-
Eusitiun alliance called the
artal protesting "unprovoked
police attack” on its sit-in

demonstration in the capital on

Cops keep BNP

activists at ba

By Satff Correspondent '

All BNP activities were sys-
tematically suppressed yesler-
day as police sealed off lanes;
by-lanes and main roads arou-
nd party offices in the city bar-
ring everyone except members
of parliament from entering
those or assembling there.

The second day of the three-
day hartal in the city passed off
with police allowing gatherings
and processions by opposition
Jamaat-e- Islami and Jatiya
Party and those by ruling
Awami League,

Police intercepted and

Hartal victims

They arrived home, yet couldn’t be home, There were
yesterday, who found themselves camped all day at the a

chased away BNP procession-
ists from different city wards.
Any ‘suspicious looking' young
men coming towards or passing
by BNP central office at Naya
Paltan were either searched
police or arrested. Even the
staff of the office were not al-
lowed to enter it, party MPs al-
leged. :

~ More than 100 armed po-
licemen in riot gear guarded
rooftops. main streets, lanes
and by-lanes in Naya Paltan
area.
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rrival lounge of ZIA,

Sunday and demanding resig-
nation of the government and
immediate holding of election.

At least eleven bombs and
crackers were blasted at Naya-
ﬁaltan near the BNP central of-

ce. Five persons were injured
there, witnesses said. Police
picked up three youths from the
spot. |

Four policemen were also in-
jured in the bomb explosions
and pelting of stones by pickets.

Qutside the capital, the main
trouble spots were Rajshahi and
Narayanganj. At least seven
people were injured in Rajshahi
and 10 in Narayanganj in
clashes between pro- and anti-
hartal activists.

Police picked up at least 43
people from different areas of
the city. Motijheel police alone
arrested 30 people, most of
those from around the BNP cen-
tral olfice at Naya Paltan.

Of the injured, six were ad-
mitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital. They are: Abul
Hossain (26), Liakat Ali (32)
Mahmubur Rahman (30) Saidur
Rahman (48) Shahid Mian (27)
and Liton (22).

Driver Abul Hossen and pas-
sengers Liakat Ali and Mah-
bubur Rahman were injured
when a bomb was thrown on a
running aulo-tempo at the
north gate of Baitul Mokarram
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about 1500 of them, coming from different parts of the world
—Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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All goes
according
 to plan

By Nazmul Ashraf

The ruling party plan te
“suppress” the opposition par-
ties, especially the BNP, appar-
ently proved successful yester-
day . the second day of the on-
going opposition hartal.

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasimm and other senior AL *
leaders announced at a rally in
the city on Monday about their
plan to “flush out™ BNP from
streets in the remainder of the
60-hour hartal ending at 6pm
today.

BNF chairperson Khaleda
Zia lashed out at the the gov-
ernment action terming it a
breach of democratic rights.

The home minister also
warned of stern action against
those creating anarchy on the
plea of hartal.

Accordingly, police and AL
workers behaved yesterday.

Pro-hartal pickets were sel-
dom seen on the Dhaka streets
dominated mainly by anti-har-
tal activists of the ruling party
and its affiliated bodies. The
opposition-sponsored shut-
down yesterday saw no signifi-
cant incident of confrontation
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Are you an MP, Sir?

No, said the man, walking in tandem with eighit BNP members of parliament
city, BNP leaders claimed that
yesterday. The man, whose identity could not lbe known,

at Naya Paltan in the
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'BNP men try to blast [
thru’ police barricade "
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and a former
.Ps were allowed to
was taken into custody. The offi
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major general (extreme right)
march through the city streets
cer did not explain why.

—Star photo by Anisur Rahinan

Kibria promises to

force reform pace

With the donors warning
that aid flow could be reduced
due to slow implementation of
refortn measures, Finance Min-
ister S A M S Kibria has said the
government would push ahead
with reform programmes fur-
ther despite the difficulties in-
volved in it.

"We will try to maintain aid
flow,” said the finance minister
at a press briefing after the con-
clusion of the two-day mid-
term review at the NEC confer-
ence room yesterday. "We will

b | see.bow it Ir=forms) will affect

us. The governinent will con-
tinue to strengthen reforms.”

Asked if the donors have set
any timetable for the govern-
ment to implement the reforms
to avoid aid slashing, Frederick
T Temple, Country Director of
the World Bank (WB), said
Bangladesh has a clear agenda
for reforms. '

“It is up to the government to
say what timeframe it fixes to

BNP rejects
talks offer

BNP gave a cold shoulder to
the Prime Minister's offer of a
dialogue with the opposition for

resolving the issues for which
they are agitating , reports UNB.
"There's no need of talks

with the government ... all prob-
lems will only be resolved if the
government accepts our de-
mands,” said BNP Secretary

General Abdul Mannan.
Bhuiyan.
Frime Minister Sheikh

Hasina made a fresh offer of
dialng]tlje with the Opposition on
transhipment with an assur-
ance that her government
would do only what is good for
the country.

The offer came when Hasina
addressed the nation over radio
and television on Monday as
the country remained under a
shutdown enforced by the op-
position. '

Talking to UNB over tele-
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Prayer Timings
September 15
Azan Jamaat
4-20 5-00
12-15 1-20
4-30 4-45
Maghrib| 6-15 6-18

Esha 7-45 8-15 i
_ Source: Islamic Foundation

Fajr
Zohr
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Nasim orders police camps
to nip opposition campaign

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim has instructed the IGP to
set up temporary police camps
at all shopping complexes in
the city and elsewhere in the
country to help ensure normal
business activities during har-
tal or similar programmes, re-
ports UNB.

He also requested private
shop and transport owners, as-
sociations and their leaders to
keep shops and business houses
open and ply vehicles without

‘norin

any fear and continue their
normal day to day business ig-
"illogical” hartal.

Ta g to newsmen at his
Secretariat office yesterday af-
ternoon, the Home Minister
said the government would do
everything to provide security
to public life and property.

He said the police camps to
be manned by police and BDR
would work as temporary con-
trol room in respective areas
and would remain on alert to

extend any necessary help to
maintain normal life and eco-
nomic activities.

"Being the Home Minister I
assure owriers of shopping cen-
tres, business houses and their
association leaders that 1 will
ensure their security ... resume
your businesses defying unrea-
sonable hartal," Nasim said.

He said the law enforcers
would come forward also to pro-
tect the rights of citizens who I
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Citibank wins
bid to become
‘Biman
consultant

By Shehab Ahmed

Citibank of New York has
qualified as top bidder to be-
come the consultant to design a
‘blueprint for privatisation' of
Bangladesh Biman under a
World Bank aided project to of-
fload its 49 per cent shares by
the middle of next year, Biman
sources said.

Citibank topped the three
firms who participated in the
bid, opened on Monday, under
the two million dollar project.

The Biman board will evalu-
ate the technical and financial
gackage offered b¥ Citibank on

unday.

It will be forwarded to the

civil aviation ministry for final
approval by the government
and the World Bank. After ap-

proval, Biman will hold negoti-
ations with Citibank on its of-
fer, the sources said.

Besides Citibank, ABT Asso-
ciates of US and '‘ANZ Bank of
UK also participated in the bid,
after review of offers made
four firms selected out of 43.

The selected consultant will
help -find a 'stratf:?ic partner’
for Biman who would be offered
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By Staff Correspondent

implement reforrm,” he said.

Kibria earliezar said that in
making the reforms faster, the
government has to take into ac-
count real political and other
difficulties and ‘proceed accord-
ing to our fludgﬂ ment’.

“So, the progress will be
mixed. It will be faster in some
areas. while it naay be slower in
other areas. There are political
and other difficculties involved
in the reform process and we
need to take people's opinion
into consideraticn,” he said.
+- Briefing Journaliats “ahouit
the two-day meeting, Kibria
sald the aid-giviers were con-
cerned at the eviction of slum
dwellers and siex workers,
which they said were in viola-
tion of human rights,

“We assured tlhem that the
government would certainly
safeguard the interest of the
comimon people.

"Donors also felt that public
adininistration reform was not

fast enough and the recommen-
dations of the commission
should be implemented fast, We
told them that actions would be
taken soon.”

“The government remains
committed to combating cor-
ruption as the economy can not
move forward if corruption
holds us back. We a E‘E‘:CP that
corruption must be %ught on
all fronts.”

About financial sector re-
form, the government told the
donors that substantial

. praegress has been made in this

sectlor,
said.

"We shared the view that in-
complete reform will not be
good for the economy,” Kibria
said. “We also felt that there is
no regulatory framework for
NGOs which take deposits from
their members. We are trying to
institute a framework in this
regard.”
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the finasnice minister
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Cancerous deal

By Naimul Haq

The government is going to
urchase a Cobalt-60 machine
or the National Institute of

Cancer Research and Hospital
(NICRH) in the city.

The equipment which uses
gamma rays to destroy cancer-
ous cells is being purchased at a
cost of about Tk tive crore. Ear-
lier in 1994, a similar machine
was purchased at a price of
about Tk two crore, sources
concerned said.

"Cobalt therapy is not rec-
ommended for cancer treat-
ment anymore," said Professor
Emeritus A B M F Karim,
known as "father of brain can-
cer treatment.”

When contacted over tele-
phone in The Netherlands, Prof
Rarim said, "Cobalt therapy is
an old technology to destro
abnormal cancerous cells. Wit
the use of Cobalt machine. cu-

rative and adequate therapfy 18

not possible. In the cases o
sudosteriotactic radiation', de-
struction of d tumour (small)
cell is not possible, In the cases
of 'conformal radiation'. nor-
E;al tissue sparing is not possi-
i

He said, "With the use of
more advanced technology like
linear accelerator, cure rate is
much higher and complication
is much less."” ,

According to e-mail infor-
mation received from abroad,

various manufacturers in the
field of tele-therapy radiation
have now switched over to
manufacture of more advanced
machines like linear accelera-
tor, instead of cobalt. Linear ac-
celerator uses high- power deep
X-rays to destroy tumour cells.

irector of NICRH Prof Fa-
zle Elahi was informed about
expert opinion on more ad-
vanced technology now avail-
ilhlﬂ and its merits and demer-
LS.

Prof Elahi told this corre-
spondent that he had been in-
structed by the health minister
to buy 'the most modern cancer
treatment machine’ whatever
the price, ’

"Yes, | agree that there are
better options for cancer treat-
ment. But Cobalt-60 is ideal for
developing nations like Bang-
ladesh. In fact, it is also reco-
mmended by the World Health
Organisation."”

He said, "Cobalt-60 machine
being purchased for the insti-
tute is appropriate. It requires

minimum maintenance and it

does not break down as often as
other machines. And above all.
it costs less. "

However, it was learnt from
other sources that besides the
Cobalt-60 machine, the gov-
ernment would also procure

three linear accelerator nia-
See Page 11 Col 8 |

Plan to price

The Power Cell of the Ener
Ministry is formulating a pol-
icy seeking a series of fresh re-
forms in the power sector to
make it more commercial by
introducing cost reflective tariff
and withdrawing direct sub-
sidies by PDB or DESA.

‘This may drastically in-
crease the power tariff in
phases, sources concerned said.

Under the reform proposals,
which aim at minimising the
role of Power Development
Board (PDB) and empowerin
the Power Grid Company o
Bangladesh (PGCB), future sub-

sidies would be provided by the
government and its labilities
would not be passed on to the
utilities.

The Power Cell is now seek-
ing opinion from different
business communities as well
as experts, the sources said.

The business circles have al-

ready given their opinion that
power tariff in the country was
already costlier than in any
other country and any more in-
crease would make cost of liv-
ing "unbearable”.

“The point is, the power sec-
tor is incurring loss not because
of low tariff but because of high
level of corruption. Every
month, DESA alone fails to re-
alise nearly 44 per cent of its to-
tal billing,” said an official
source. “If you do not address
that problem, you will never be
able to make profit in the sec-
tor.

"Already, the power tariff is
much higher than what is per-
missible under le's income.
If you increase it further, theft
of power and revenue will in-
crease proportionally.

“Besides, the Power Cell it-
self said that there was no wa
to properly assess the actua

power ‘more commercially’

By Sharier Khan

cost of power. Then, how Power
Cell can be so sure that tariff
should be increased?”

. Implementation of some of
these reforms has already been
started through formation of
the PGCB and Dhaka Electric
Supply Company (DESCO). The
major reforms may be imple-
mented within the next two to
three years.

The existing power stations
of PDB will become arate
business entities in the public
sector, having individual
"profit centres”. h power sta-
tion will calculate its costs sep-
arately and its revenue target
will be set under a standard
Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA)] to be signed with the
Power Grid Company of
B adesh.

The proposed. reforms.
mainly focus on separation of |
PDB units. The units will be

commercialised involving the
private sector in generation,
transmission and distribution.
Besides, there will be an inde-
pendent regulatory body to en-
sure a high quality of service.

According to the draft Policy
Statement on Power Sector Re-
forms, generation, transmis-
sion and distribution of power
will be completely separated by
forming new companies. Com-
mercial arrangements will be
introduced for bulk sale of
power.

The new companies will
have "adequate autonomy" and
operate commercially.

Under World B pressure,
the government earlier imple-
El;ﬂ!;.ted snm?l regmurea

orming the ectric
Supply Authority (DESA) out of
the Power Development Board

{PDB) to increase efficiency and
‘reduce system loss. _ %

But those reform measures

failed miserably as trans-

parency and better financial
management could not be en-
sured. As a result, the sec-
tor has about Tk 5000 crore un-
realised bills now. _

“Like the past reforms, the
proposed reform measures also

do not give emphasis on trans-
parency and strict financial
m ement. These will also be
useless if transparency and
better financial management
can not be ensured”, said an ex-
pert.
The Power Cell identified
lack of autonomy as the main
constraint. The power sector

has to follow ﬁmremment rules
as regards administration and

pay structure. There is little in-
centive for the staff to improve
ormance, it said.
It identified lack of account- -
ability and discipline among

the employees of PDB and
DESA and overlapping in dut
as the major constraints. Trade
unionism is the cause of indis-
cipline.

It criticised the centralised

tem run by PDB and said it is
gl{g’l‘cult to identify the areas of
poor performance and take nec-
essary corrective measures be-
cause of this.

“There is no eftective system
of cost and asset accounting by
plants, no cost or profit centre,
no effective operational per-
formance target to measure per-
formance in generation,
transmission and distribution
and no competitive environ-
ment,” the Power Cell said.

Once these reform measures
are finalised, the final decision
will be taken by a level
committee headed by the Prin-

al Secretary to the Prime

inister.

Temple )
triggers

tension

By Inam Ahmizd

Finance Minister (3
Kibria and donors were: e mﬁgif
rassed by a scathing wirap-up
statement by World Bank : Coun-
try Director Frederick ‘T Temple
at the end of the mid--t¢ st re-
view meetin%j}rﬂsterda' V.

Kibria, who lookec| : startled,
requested the WB of [icial to
‘rephrase and revie:w” the
statement which bitte rly criti-
cised the government for failing
to come up with a cle a'r and spe-
cific plan about whe n, and how
to complete the unfiriished re-
forms, according to fic urces who
attended the meeting;. |

Temple said tlie two-day
meeting reflected ‘the disap-

intment of the dd nors about
he pervading corruption, slow
reforms and poor hiuman rights
situation.

Reflecting on t he current
overall situation, Iie said that
politics had now be ten taking a
collision course 1;ather than
one of djalnﬁ‘ue.

He said lack of { ransparency
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Valuables prinched
from foreign
delegates

By Staff Correspondent

Three foreign de:legates lost
their valuables at the donors’
mid-term review mieeting held
at National Economic Council
(NEC) auditorium at Sher-e-

Bangla Nagar yesterday
evening.
According to sources,

Fredrick Temple, Woicld Bank
Country Director. lost ;2 camera,
Swiss Development Coopera-
tion official Suzan Muller lost
her purse with about Tk 2000
and a master card arid Director
of AUSAID Sunee Le:e lost USS
600 in cash and US$700 in TCs
at the NEC auditoriuum.

Kazi Nurunnabi, a senior as-
sistant secretary of Economic
Relations Division lodged a
case with Tejgaon thana.

None was arre:sted in this
connection and police had not
recovered any ol the goods till
writing of this report.

Prime accused
in Jalal murder
released on bail

By Staff Currespondent—

Inspector Ziaul Ahsan, the
rime accused in Jalal Ahmed
hafi murder case, was released

from Dhaka Central Jail on

bail on Monday following an

grdcr of the High Court on gun-
ay.

ll!rl'L':IIJ had arrested Inspector
Zia on the night of April 6 after
recovery of the decomposed
body of Jalal, reportedly a DB
informer, from the roof-top wa-
t?}l:i tank al_} the Mintll:]: Road DB
ollice in the city in the mo
of March 25. g

According to a CID investi-
gatiol, Zia in collaboration
with Havilder Billal, constable
Rauf and canteen man Anwar,
kilied Jalal following a dispute
over distribution of money,
%ained illegally from different
EB operations led by Inspector

ia.

In recent times, two murders
involvin DB created
widespread public resentment.
The first one was the killing of
university student Shamim
Reza Rubel in DB custody on
July 23 last year and the second
one was the murder of Jalal.

A total of sixteen DB men,
including an Assistant Com-
missioner and two inspectors
were detained at the Dhaka
Central Jail as arrested accused
in the murder cases.

Proceedings of both the cases
are going on in the Metropoli-
tan Sessions Judge's Court. In-

~See page 11 Col 6



