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Moscow blast kills 55

A 0

Sporadic blasts

MOSCOW, Sept 13: President
Boris Yeltsin ordered increased
security across Russia Monday
after a bomb in a Moscow block
of flats killed 55 people, but the
measures [eil short of a full-
blown state of emergency. Inter-
fax said, reports AFP.

ing on a racist clampdown "to
sow panic, to lead the country to
a state of emergency, to destroy
the government and spread an-
archy.”

"All of the activities in the
near future will be carried out
strictly in accordance with the

tional® day of mourning de-
clared tor the victims of last
week's blast in Moscow, the
September 4 bombing of a
building housing Russian ser-
vicemen in Dagestan in which
64 died and the August 31 blast
at a Moscow shupﬁing mall

mark Ctg hartal

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 13; Spo-
radic blasts of crackers at dif-
ferent places of the

port city

supporlers also held rallies at
New Market crossing and

Security will be tightened  constitution and Russian laws.” pear the Kremlin that killed marked the hartal today that ;-:vi?;’:i crossing denouncing the
around nuclear power Eltatlll‘.]['ls, he added. . . one and Wﬂ'l_ll.lldﬂi 4{:_}+ _ continued without anv maior p ; d i
oil storage facilities, pipelines The president appointed Meanwhile. police lound a incidents of \’!DIEHCE}r police by ane antiFuartal de

and other key installations,
Yeltsin said at the outset of a
meeting with his security chiefs
at the Kremlin,

Noting that the latest explo-
sion was the "third terrorist act
in a few days" in Moscow,
Yeltsin said "the capital needs
to be placed under special con-
trol.” Interfax said.

"We must not tackle the
problem on ethnic or religious
grounds. We will not allow
Eurg&s based on nationalities,”

e said.

Yeltsin said some unspeci-

fied forces were probably count-

First Deputy Prime Minister
Nikolai Aksyonenko to oversee
the investigation into the blast
at HKashirskoye G5hosse in
southern Moscow.

[nterior Minister Vladimir
Rushailo was tasked with set-
ting up an emergency control
center to oversee the battle
against terrorism.

Monday's bombing of the
apartment building came on the
heels of another deadly blast
Thursday in southeast Moscow
in which a residential building
blew up, killing 92 people.

It also coincided with a na-

huge cache ol explosives at an
address not far from the site of
the bomb blast.

Several sacks containing an
explosive mixed with sugar
were discovered at an address in
Borisovskiye Prudi, in south of
Moscow, a spokesman for the
FSB domestic intelligence
agency said.

The material was found during
search operations ordered by
President Boris Yeltsin as secu-
rity was stepped up across the
capital, which has suifered
three deadly bombings in the
space of two weeks.

Tremor rocks

Turkey again

IZMIT. Turkey, Sept 13: A
strong tremor rocked Turkey's

province. .
A woman died ol a heart at-

Over 10000
foreigners
arrested

in Makkah -

RIYADH, Sept 13 : More than
10.000 foreigners without valid
residency perinits have been ar-

.-:l. ;;E:: .

: Abedin Faruk MP (on his
left) and former major general Z A Khan as his procession from BNP central office faces

police resistance at the Kakrail crossing during hartal hours yesterday.

—Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq

%

and witnesses said.

Police arrested seven pickets
from the city during hartal to-
day.

Truck loads of police and

five platoons of paramilitary
BDR were deployed at impor-
tant points of the city to foil vi-
olent incidents.
.. However. a panicky situa-
tion has prevailed in the city af-
ter explosion of crackers since
morning at Noor Ahmed Road,
Kazir Dewri. WASA crossing,
Jubilee road, Anderkilla,
Bakalia, Chawkbazar, Agrabad,
Port Road, and Alankar cross-
ing.

Rallies and processions or-
ganised by pro-hartal activists
were seen at various places of
the city.

The ruling Awami League

tivists clashed at WASA cross-
ing at around 10am. witnesses
said.

All kinds of vehicles except
rickshaws stayed off the roads.

Railway sources said all
trains ran as usual barring one
express train.

Most of the offices — both
private and public — were closed
while shops and businesses re-
mained shut.

At Chittagong port, cargo
handling was carried out par-
tially inside the jetties, but de-
livery was fully suspended, port
sources said. Mills and facto-
ries at the industrial belts of
Nasirabad. Fouzderhat. Kalur-
ghat and Patenga suffered
production loss due to thin at-

tendance of workers, sources
said.

Attack on GF
human chain
programme:

Allowance for
widows, telecom
policy okayed

northwest today, Kkilling at tack in the town of Adapazari. | rested in the Muslim holy city 2 The cabinet yesterday ap-
least seven people, injuring which was also hit hard in laslt | of Makkah. a Saudi police offi- . 30 111_]111‘6(1 Ijrmred a policy to w{; al:;.
over 200 and sending thousands month's quake. cial said in Al-Bilad newspaper owances to widows and women

rushing for open ground. in a
region devastated by a deadly
quake four weeks ago, reports
Reuter.

Turkish and US seismolo-
gists put the strength of the lat-
est tremor at 5.8 on the Richter
scale with its centre in the
province of Kocaeli, worst hit
by the earthquake on August 17.

"l can say that these after-
shocks have created panic,” the
Anatolian news agency quoted
President Suleyman Demirel as
saying. "l am worried people
who were already very jittery
are now panicking.”

Anatolian said six people
had died under falling masonry

Prime Minister Bulent Ece-
vit said 239 people had been in-
jured in today's tremor. "These
aftershocks may continue and I
hope they will not be as violent
as the one today. We will have to
learn to live with them.," he
said.

Some 20 people were be-
lieved to be trap&:ed under rub-
ble in the seaside town of Gol-
cuk, Anatolian said.

Three men on the roof of a
house left partially submerged
in the sea after rast month's
quake were missing after the
building crumbled into the wa-
ter during the aftershock.

Scores of terrified residents

on Monday,. reports AFP.

General Hassan Rashwan,
head of the city's passport de-
partmernt, said the arrests were
made aller three campaigns to
track down illegal immigrants
in the Makkah region, without
saying when the campaigns
took place.

The foreigners entered the
kingdom as Muslim pilgrims or
had fled their Saudi employers,
the general said.

Saudi Arabia began a cam-
paign against illegal immi-
grants in October 1997. About
1.5 million people, mostly from
the Indian subcontinent, have
since been expelled, according

By Staff Correspondent

Gano Forum yesterday
claimed that at least 30 people
were injured when 'terrorists’
backed by Awami League in col-
laboration with police attacked
the participants of its human
chain programme in different
parts of the city.

Police also picked up 14 of
its leaders and workers when
they were assembling in front
of the High Court to join the
programine.

The party yesterday organ-
ised the human chain pro-
gramme to protest the govern-
ment's move to evict slum
dwellers from the city without

deserted by their husbands, re-
poris BSS.

According to an official
handout, Tk 25 crore has been
earmarked in the budget of the
current fiscal for the al-
lowances.

According to the Cabinet de-
cision, a monthly allowance of
Tk 100 will be given to five wid-
ows and women deserted by
their husbands in each ward of
every union of the country.

The meeting also endorsed
the Bangladesh telecommuni-
cation policy. The new policy
would encourage competitive
environment among the public
and private sector operators to

and rubble, three of them were injured by falling ma- | to figures published at the end any arrangement for their re-  ensure quality telecom services.

crushed inside a vehicle in the  sonry or when they leaped from | of last year. E habilitation, said a press re- = The policy will pave way for

town of Golcuk and another windows and balconies in fear - lease. , increased foreign investment in

three in the nearby city of they would be trapped under e It alleged that a group of ter-  (he telecom sector, the handout
Izmit. capital of Kocaeli their shaking buildings. Young NMidall | B §on rorists, led by ruling party MP  added.

; ke Rahmatullah, made an attack Prime Minister Sheikh

stabbed to | et e on the slum dwellers and Gano  Hasina chaired the cabinet

Forum activists in Mohakhali

:|I1':1Ie Inlf th; | ch;.i.l.d;-eﬁ d meeting held at her office. Min-

Nasim to
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MP, he warned.

“The conspirators are bound
to fail. 1 know how to handle
them....," Nasim said. seeking
people’s cooperation.

Referring to Sunday's sit-in
demonstration by BNP in the
city, the home minister said:
"They hurled bombs on police
without any provocation. They
also burnt and damaged vehi-
cles and attacked petrol pumps
and offices in the name of
peaceful demonstration... No
government can sit idle when
people’s life and property are
destroyed. Whatever we did, we
did in the public interest.”

He maintained that BNP
should not be allowed to agitate
further after what it had done
on Sunday in the name of agi-
tation. "But we allowed them
today as we believe in democ-
racy.’

They could not have carried
out all these terrorist acts had
AL workers been on the streets,
said Nasini, also the AL organ-
ising secretary. He asked the
party workers to guard against
opposition anarchy on the
streets today and tomorrow.

The home minister ridiculed
the opposition demand for his
resignation saying, “I haven't
started my job as yet and you're
clemandingg my resignation. |
am yet to forget the police ac-
tion on me and my party col-
leagues during your rule.”

He said the government
wanted to rule the country
peacelully, But, it would never
compromise with terrorism
‘Khaleda Zia has been patron-
1sing”.

asim said the current har-
tal was designed to send a wrong
signal to the donors who met
with the government yesterda
[to review the progress on dif-
ferent fronts).

He claimed that people de-
fied the hartal yesterday and
would continue to do so in the
next two days.

AL general secretary and
LGRD Minister Zillur Rahman
found the three-day hartal to-
tally illogical.

"Khaleda Zia has called the
hartal to compel us to scrap the
transit accord which we have
never signed. Nor have we
signed ‘any deal on tranship-
ment as yet.”

Zillur questioned the wis-
dom of Khaleda Zia "for not un-
derstanding the difference be-
tween transit and tranship-
ment despite the fact that she
was once the prime minister”,

“Transit or transhipment is
only an excuse. In fact, she
(Khaleda) plans to grab power
by creating anarchy,"” the min-
ister said, adding the opposi-
tion leader’s dream would never
come true.

Agriculture Minister Matia
LChoudhury said the hartal was

hit back

meaningless since the govern-
ment had checked price-hike of
esseritials and resolved electric

ily crisis and other problems.

She claimed there was no
hartal yesterday and would not
be any in the next two days.
“The Awami League workers
will take to the streets and en-
sure security to people.”

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed told the
rally that the BNP activists
started hurling bombs on the
law enforcers as soon as
Khaleda Zia told Sunday's
demonstration that “mere siege
will not work, we'll have to oc-
cupy the Secretariat”.

Provoked by Khaleda Zia, he
further alleged, the BNP work-
ers later occupied the Baitul
Mokarram mosque and went on
rampage across the city.

State Minister for Shipping
and city AL secretary Molazzal
Hossain Choudhury Maya said
BNP's "Taka three crore” sit-in

rogramme had proved a total
ailure.

He asked the home minister
to take action against the BNP
workers who, he said, damaged
properties and robbed people in
the Motijheel commercial area
on Sunday,

AL presidium member Amir
Hossain Amu accused the BNP
of hatching [resh conspiracy
and advised the party to follow
a systematic way of agitation.

Others who also spoke on the
occasion include: AL MPs
Magbul Hossain, Haji Mo-
hammad Selim. Habibur Rah-
man Mollah and Ahsanullah
Master, central leaders Mofaz-
zar Hossain Paltu, Abdul Man-
nan, Dr Mostala Jalal Mohiud-
din, State Minister for Textiles
AKM Jahangir Hossain, Sid-

*digur Rouf Khan and Nurul

Fazal Bulbul,

They all blasted the BNP for
the three-day hartal and
promised not to let the party go
unchallenged on the streets.
The also felt the BNP got a free
hand to create anarchy in the
capital on Sunday as AL men
were absent from the streets.

Deadline for
submission of
Income tax
return extended

The National Board of Rev-
enue (NBR) yesterday extended
the deadline (not applicable for
companies) for su;l))miasinn of
income tax return from Sep-
tember 15 to September 30,
reporis BSS.

According to a NBR press re-
lease, the extended time sched-
ule would be applicable both for
general and self-assessed re-
turns.
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death in city
By Statf Correspondent

A young man was stabbed to
death by a gang of miscreants in
the city's Shaympur area Sun-
day night.

The dead was identified as
Mohammed Liton., 22, son of
Nuru Miah.

According to police, a gang of
eight forcibly entered the house
of Liton at about 9:30 pm and
stabbed him mercilessly.

Liton was rushed to the Mit-
ford Hospital where the attend-
ing doctors declared him dead.

The body was sent to the
hospital morgue for autopsy.

A case was lodged with
Shaympur thana in this con-
nection.

Poet Shamsur
Rahman
Improving

The condition of renowned
poet Shamsur Rahman, now
under treatment at the National
Institute of Cardiovascular Dis-
eases (NICD). is gradually im-
proving, hospital and family
sources said, reports BSS,

He was admitted to the hos-
pital alter a heart attack in the
early hours of Sunday:.

'His blood pressure and
pulse are now normal and we
are expecting that his condition
would be further improved." Dr
Nazrul Islam, doctor on duty at
the Coronary Care Unit (CCU) of
the hospital told BSS yesterday
evening. He added, "we can't say
that he is totally out of danger
until the 72-hour period is over
after an attack."

Poet Shamsur Rahman was
rushed to the NICD after he
complained of pain in his chest
at 2 am on Sunday at his
Shaymoli residence.

No tear gas shell
or gunshot fired
at Nat'l Mosque'

By Staff Correspondent

Islamic Foundation ol
Bangladesh yesterday said that
police did not fire any tear gas
shell nor any gunshot at the
Baitul Mukarram National
mosque during the sit-in pro-
gramme of the opposition on
Sunday, according to a press
release of the organisation.

The organisation described
the news in this regard, pub-
lished in a number of national
dailies, as 'baseless and confus-
ing'. It also said that no police-
man entered the mosque com-
pound during the incident.

2 bombs found

— on DU campus

Police yesterday found two
live bombs in front of the Li-
brary of Dhaka University, a
press release of Dhaka Metro-
politan Police (DMP) said last
night, reports BSS.

The press release said the

Ig;u—hartal elements left the
mbs.

etained at Motijheel thana merrily

pose for photo yesterday before a

police officer drove a Star lensman and two reporters away. —Star photo by Amran Hossain

Dhaka's aid
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avoid placing new unproductive
expenditure burdens on the lim-
ited resources of the budget,

Later. during the open dis-
cussicn on governarice, the am-
bassador of a western country
said investment climate has de-
teriorated during the last two
years due to the worsening law
and order situation and the in-
vestment interest by US com-
panies is falling due to rising
risk factors including corrup-
Lion.

He asked the governinent to
iIssue a stalement as to when
and how the reform agenda will
be implemented.

A bilateral development
pariner charged that defence
expenditures are too high and
lack transparency. This view
was also supported by the WB,

Earlier. the WB representa-
tive said the donors were very
concerned that the government
had not been able to make much
headway with the structural
reforms necessary to unlock the
private sector’s economic po-
tential, improve the coverage
and guality of social services
and directly improve the lives
of the poor,

“The government's privati-
sation grugrmnme has stalled,
and public enterprises continue
to impose a large drain on na-
tional resources. The banking
system remains very fragile
and is a constraint to private
sector development.” he said.

“The power sector and Chit-
tagong Port continue to perform
very poorly. the guality of edu-
cation and health services are
very low, an ombudsman has
yel to be ¢ ]!l)pﬂintfrd. legislation
to establish the Human Rights
Commission is still pending
and only one of the PARC's rec-
ommendations is being imple-
mented. The deteriorating law
and order situation renders
poor people as well as busi-
nesses vulnerable to violence
and exlortion. Conseguently,
growth has not been good

enough to litt the country out of
poverly in a reasonable time.”

The WB representative also
said the recent eviction of slum
dwellers and sex workers with-
out prior notice or rehabilita-
lion arrangements have caused
concern about human rights
and governance.,

"The government has
claimed that the clearance of
slums and brothels was neces-
sary because they were fostering
lawlessness by sheltering crim-
inals, yet it is the innocent poor
rather than the criminal ele-
ments who have suffered as a
result of these interventions,"
Temple said.

"Donors would appreciate an
assurance that there will be no
more forcible evictions without
relocation.

"Development partners, like
many other groups in civil soci-
ety, believe these actions consti-
tute a violation of human rights
of the poor and #flect basic
governance problems. Forcible
eviction without relocation
simply shifts poor people from
some slums to others, inflicting
suffering by disrupting their
lives and livelihoods. We are
concerned that these interven-
tions will undermine the
donor-supported efforts being
made to help the hard-to-reach
urban poor,” he added.

Later, IMF expressed concern
that the macro-economic poli-
cies may turn out to be overly
expansionary on the current
trend. o

“In the fiscal area. revenue
shortfalls, together with expen-
diture overruns, raised the bud-
get deficit to more than five per
cent of GDP in 1998-99. This
was well above the post-flood
budget deficit target, he said.
"With domestic bank financing
exceeding the official monetary
programme ltargel, money
growth was also higher than
targeted. This aggravaled the
pressure on the net foreign as-
sels ol the banking sector,
which turned cut to be signifi-

pie to shrink

cantly lower than had been pro-
grammed.”

It said the country risks
significant shortiall in revenue
collection and aid inflows. "Il
no tangible progress is made in
reforming the ailing state-
owned enterprises and banking
sector, there may be new expen-
diture overruns to cover the lia-
bilities of these sectors.”

IMF said a closer look at the
country’'s recent performance
reinforces the concern raised by
the donors at the April Paris
meeting. It said industrial out-
put was stagnant over the year
and service sector also per-
formed weakly. Exports were
slow and domestic and foreign
investment slackened with pri-
vate sector activity remaining
particularly weak.

It also called for a stronger
and more front-loaded revenue
effort to help release {inancial
resources for the private sector
and to cover the costs of much-
needed reforms in the banking
and SOEs over the medium
term.

Given the 'fungibility’ of fi-
nancial resources, development
pariners have a legitimate in-
lerest in ensuring that all public
expenditures are rigorously
prioritised and monitored, IMF
said.

The government's efforts to
boost credit to industry by
%uaranteeing the issuance of

onds by the NCBs is worrisome
because of the lack of progress
in improving these banks and
the fact that some of the bonds
are denominated in foreign cur-
rency and carry non-conces-
sional interest rates.

IMF also slammed the recent
steps to boost commercial bank
lending by lowering interest
rates, including reduction of
Bangladesh Bank's discount
rate by one full percentage
point, and said this has height-
ened the risk that monetary
policy will be too lax.

The mid-term review meeting between the governmen

progress at NEC Building in the city yesterday.

t and the ‘devlopment partners’ is in

—Star photo

area.

Police resorted to baton
charge on the participants in
front of the High Court and ar-
rested 14 leaders and activists
of the organisation, including a
senior lawyer of the Supreme
Court.

The Gano Forum will hold a
rally at Muktangan in the city
on September 19 to protest the
attack and the government's
move to introduce new anti-ter-
rorism act.

3 electrocuted
in City
By Staft Correspondent

Three employees of a dyeing
factory were electroculed an
four others injured near Balur-
math under Shaympur thana in
the city yesterday afternoon.

The dead were identified as
Khorsed, 25, Shah Alam, 20,
and Mamun, 17, hospital sour-
ces said.

According to hospital
sources, the incident took place
at around 4.30 pm when the
employees of Chamak Dyeing
Factory came in contact with a
live electric wire in the factory.

All seven were rushed to

Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal [DMCH) where the attending

‘doctors declared three of them

dead.

The injured. identified as
Jahangir, 18, Dulal. 19, Gafur,
20 and Ruhul Amin, 20, are on-
going treatment at DMCH.

The bodies were sent to
DMCH meorgue for autopsy. An
unnatural death case was filed
with Shaympur thana yester
day.

Amu acting
AL chief

Amir Hossain Amu, presid-
ium member of Bangladesh
Awami League, will perform the
duties and responsibilities ol
President of the party during
the absence of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister. who is

also the president of Bangla-
desh Awami League, will be

away from the country to ad-
dress the 54th session ol the
United Nations General Assemmn-
blv in New York

Comilla Congress
on environment
begins today

KOTBARI, Comilla, Sept 13;
A four-day congress of envi-
ronmental journalists from the
Asia Pacilic and Common-
wealth countries begins here
tomorrow to discuss media
strategies to cover the issues of
water, one of the most crucial
natural resources of the current
world, reports BSS.

The joint congress of Asia-
Pacilic Forum of Environmen-
tal Journalists [AFEJ) and
Commonwealth Environmen-
tal Journalists Association
(CE.JA) is bringing together
some 115 journalists, envi-
ronmental watchdogs and ex-
perts from 32 countries, organ-

isers said.

isters, State Ministers in charge
of dilferent ministries, cabinet
secrelary, principal secretary to
the prime minister, secretaries
concerned and members of the
planning commission were pre-
sent.

Muggers snatch
pistol from traffic
sergeant in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 13:
Armed muggers snatched a pis-
tol from a traffic sergeant in the
port city tonight, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the muggers
numbering about nine way laid
the autorickshaw of Kamrul
Hasan, traffic sergeant of Chit-
tagﬂn(% Metropolis at about 9
pm. They hit in his head with
irc]m rod and took away the pis-
1ol.

Local people sent Kamrul to
Dampara police hospital in an
uInconscious state.

Pak cricket

betting story
takes new

turn

KARACHI, Sept 13: The judge
investigating corruplion in
Pakistan cricket said today
that he had given no indication
to anyone what his report
would contain and that it would
not be released until next week,
reports Reuters,

"l am in the preliminary
stages ol writing the report and
still- a lot of work has to be
done.” Justice Malik Moham-
mad Qayyum told this news
acency from Lahore.

Qayyum was speaking after
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
ad-hoc committee chairman
Mujeebur Rehman Khan told a
news conference in London to-
day that suspended Wasim
Akram had been reinstated as
captain.

Qayyum said no decision
had been made yet on the
match-fixing charges against
Akram and fellow Test crick-
eters Salim Malik and ljaz
Ahmed.

"That's not true. I haven't
told anyone what I am writing
in the report. Besides, I haven't
met Mujeeb...," Qayyum said.

In London, Rehman said the
judicial commission, while not
divulging its findings. had
posed no objections to allowing
Akram, Malik and ljaz to re-
turn to cricket.

"They have, through our
lawyers, given us information
that he (Akram) is not barred to
play cricket," Rehman said.
"The others are also cleared to
play by the board.”

Akram was immediately
named to captain Pakistan for
a one-day series starting in
Toronto on Thursday.

Qayyum, who will present
his report to Pakistan President
Rafiq Tarar, patron of the
Cricket Board. next week, also
said his commission had
nothing to do with the sus‘pen-
sion or reinstatement of the

players.
Eelnted story on Page 6



