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Why This Violence?

\VE had expressed our fear yesterday that the
opposition sit-in programme may end in
violence. Regrettably it did but thankfully with no
Jdeaths. The question is: why this violence?
gyewitness accounts prove that the main
ﬂppﬂsitiﬂﬂ BNP's sit-in programme was peaceful

nd disciplined. The gathering started from early
*;nurning and till about 1 p.m. nothing untoward
happened. It was when the BNP chief was about a
few minutes into her speech that the first cracker
fell on the waiting riot police van behind the
barbed wire barricade set up by them. Within
seconds all hell broke loose and the BNP sit-in was
showered with tear gas shells and rubber bullets.
Normal bullets were also fired mostly by the
police, and by the opposition, too, which left
numerous people injured.

Why a peaceful demonstration was showered
with tear gas and forced to turn violent? Aban-
doned trucks with deflated tires — a trademark tac-
tics of a certain ruling party MP — were used to cre-
ate road blocks on the Kanchpur bridge on the
Dhaka-Narayangang road. This was done clearly
to prevent opposition supporters from joining the
programme at the city centre. This is not the first
time that such things happened. To it, if we add the
fact that every recent big demonstration organised
by the opposition, especially the BNP, has been
disrupted, then we get a clear picture that it has be-
come impossible for the opposition to demonstrate
peacefully. It is the duty of the government to en-
sure that the opposition enjoys the freedom to
stage any sort of demonstration it likes as long as
it is peaceful. Instead of ensuring that, we think, it
is doing the very opposite.

While we hn?él t%e government fully responsible
for failing to ensure the opposition's right to hold
peaceful demonstrations, we seriously question
the wisdom in latter's call for a three-day hartal.
This programme comes from a revenge-mentality
which, as we have said many times, instead of
harming the government actually harms the peo-
ple. In fact, their mind was already made up as we
understood from press comments by opposition
leaders, some of whom said that some hartals were
‘overdue’. They must know of the damage to the
economy, not to mention the individual and col-
lective inconvenience, that will result from their
action. But then who cares? The public sympathy
that the opposition would have naturally gained
from yesterday’s action against them stands sig-
nificantly eroded by their insensitivity to public
interest. '

We do not know who gained from yesterday's
disruption and violence but we know who lost - the
country and the people.

Old Habits Die Hard

INETEEN terrorists, who were trained after
their surrender and posted at the Habiganj
Ansar camp, have made good their escape from the
camp,.reports a Bangla daily on Sunday. The
report also says that another 89 terrorists-turned-

Ansars gradually abandoned their positions at’

Chittagong. On both occasions, it is reported, these
re nfégacles complained low pay and unhapply living
congditions in the camps. Similar reports of deser-

f »n by them have been published in a number of
ewspapers in recent times.

We had sounded a note of caution against the
governiment decision to train these terrorists and
absorky them into a disciplined force like the
Ansar. Such moves of rehabilitating anti-social
elements in a civilised body are always fraught
with manifold dangers. Chances of contamination
always overwhelmingly tilt towards further evil.
These terrorists who have been tuned to a life of
indiscipline and a routine of terrorism, murder,
arson and looting for the better part of their lives,
can hardly revert to normal life and become disci-
plitied citizens in a matter of weeks. These people
needed proper medical care and psychiatric atten-
tion over a reasonable period of time and to be
gradually allowed to take up normal human activi-
ties that included small business and trade, agri-
culture, poultry, fishery etc. Along with such activ-
ities for return to normal life they must be allowed
to lead healthy family life surrounded by their
spouses and children. After all human bondage can
hardly be surpassed or overcome by any amount of
training or discipline.

Without sounding glum or overcautious we want
to register our concern about the present trend of
the 'trained terrorists' leaving their quarters. It is
not clear whether they
them. If that be the case then we must sound an
alarm for the government and the ministry con-
cerned in particular. Has the good intention of the
government been misinterpreted by the misguided
people? It is time the authorities took stock of the
whole situation of rehabilitation and set the right
foot forward in avoiding further disasters.

IT Activism
NAUGURATION of the Computer City at the IDB
Bhaban certainly provides the much-needed im-
etus to improve efficacy of the country's nascent

E[* {industry towards develnpin% into a multi-bil-
lien dollar spinner by the turn of the century. Also,
it peflects the government's sincerity to make good
of its promise for administrative measures to help
the sector move ahead in the global IT race. The
ipP-shop city, designed to "facilitate one-stop ser-
vieg for end-users in such areas as marketing,
sales, software development, training, internet
gervice and electronic commerce, speaks of a step

it is just the start and should entail more invest-
ment of complimentary efforts from the govern-
mient and the private sector to make a niche in the
huge IT market world-wide.

Hﬁanks to Professor Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
we have started thinking big on information tech-
nelegy, Electronic Commerce (E-commerce) is def-
initely a lucrative resource the country should gain
agpesa to. However, as has happened in the case of
area-specific recommendations put forth by
Jamilur Reza Commission, in absence of adequate
administrative activism, there always remains a
Yﬁwmﬂ gap between plans and execution. At the
nauguration ceremony, Professor Chowdhury
himaelf took the opportunity to remind the gov-
-ernment of the immediate need for telecommuni-
catiens infrastructure development for the growth
of the IT sector. We would like to endorse his plea
for steps from the government in this regard. IT
industry unquestionably holds a great promise for
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in the right direction. However, for all its purposes,

L2 developing country like ours. 1 Lsmeg

THIN years of the
signing of the Missile
Technology Control

Regime (MTCR] there seems to
an open defiance even by the
members to its vital stipula-
tion: limiting the capacity and
range of the projectiles that can
be exported to other countries,
Russia and China have often
been attacked by the West for
their violation of the regime's

" provisions. Neither the agree-

ment nor the diplomacy has so
far succeeded in keeping pace
with the appetite of small
countries for big rockets. The
spread of missile technology
has already assumed an alarm-
ing proportion defeating the
very purpose of the regime.
There are already 35 to 40 coun-
tries who have acquired some
ballistic capacity.

From among the countries
outside the regime, North Korea
has been the most cynical pro-
liferator — ready to sell and
supply missile secrets or com-
ponents to anyone who pays. If
North Korea is the keenest mis-
sile exporter Iran is one of the
most enthusiastic buyers, hav-
ing shopped relentlessly for
both technology and compo-
nents in Russia. China and
Pakistan. Both Pakistan's
Ghauri missile designed to de-
liver its newly developed nu-
clear warheads, and Iran's
Shahab-3 rocket, tested last
year, are believed to be the
copies of the Korean prototype.
Iran is known to be working
hard on a separate missile with
4000km range and believed 1o
have fired sea based missiles.
Under the UN sanctions Iraq is
supposed to have destroyed its
arsenal of Soviet built scud
missiles and is now barred
from having rockets with range
of more than 150 km. It is how-
ever feared that it still has sev-
eral dozens of scuds and can
make longer range device if
sanctions are lifted.

The Upcoming Anti-missile Shield

There are articulate groups of skeptics who believe that anti-missile systems anywhere are an
irresponsible waste of money and it can only provide a false sense of security. Hitting a bullet will be
devilishly hard whereas creating missiles that confuse interceptors through 'counter measures' will be
easy. For example, Russia has boasted loudly that its latest long-range rocket, the Topol-M, can slip
through any anti-missile shield.

But, for the moment. it is
particularly the North Korean
missiles which have been the
most worrisome to the panicked
US and its allies in the Pacific.
North Korea already panicked
the American allies in the
region by lobbing a rocket over
Japan sea last year. Now she is
threatening, at least
theoretically, even the US by
getting ready to test missiles
that can rangewise hit Alaska.
It is learnt that by using
smaller warhead the same mis-
siles will be able to reach Cali-
fornia.

Iran is also assembling new
multi-range missiles that could
reach most of Europe. It already
claims to have deployed 'in
considerable number' a missile
that can hit Israel and part of
Turkey. However, it does not
necessarily mean that just by
possessing capability either

North Korea would carry out
missile attacks on the US and
her allies in East Asia or Iran
would take on tar%‘ets in Europe
or elsewhere with its missiles
which may still be very inaccu-
rate,

Nonetheless, in Western per-
ception the rockets in the hand
of ‘rogue regimes’ often well
connected with increasingly
defiant Russia and China do
pose immediate danger to.
American allies in the Middle
East, Asia and elsewhere — if
not directly to the US. 5o, there
is a perceptible urge for an in-
ternational network of anti-
missile protection. Since last
year's missile testing into
Japan sea, Japan and the
United States have been consid-

the first phase of the
Indian general elections
covering 145

constituencies over and the last
nearly three weeks away,
speculation on whether the
country will have a stable
government, after all, contin-
ues to heighten. In recent times,
the country has been overtaken
by political instability, mani-
fest in three general elections in
as many years. Going by specu-
lations and assessments, the
fuling National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA), led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which was the largest group in
the dissolved house, looks set to
win the }pnll& However, the
margin of a likely victory is a
matter of varying opinion with
some circles IPr-:ﬂﬁ-]ing that the al-
liance will secure ‘more than the
abselute majority. needed to
form a government. The magi-'
cal figure is 273 and it is pre-
sumed that the NDA will be able
to garner this number of seats
unless there is a late swing in
favour of the opposition. which
seems rather unlikely at this
point of time, at the later stage
of balloting. Some opinion
polls predicted that the NDA
may capture even up to 300
seats, much more than absolute
majority. However, Indian
election commission has
banned such assessment since
this may influence voting and
affect transparency.

Major opposition, Congress
and other opponents have con-
tested these opinion polls, say-
ing much of them are tailored to
suit the designs of the rulin
circles and only balloting wil
show actual realities on the
ground. It is possible that there
are elements of truth in the op-

ering how to construct a joint
anti-missile shield gresumah'iy
based on Aegis radar system
which both of their Navies use.
South Korea wants to expand
the scope of the missiles that it
deploys against the country's
northern foe. Taiwan, panicked
l;f China's missile brandishing

ong the strait in 1996, wants
to buy any anti-missile defence
the US can offer. A missile
tracking system that was good
enough for Japan only would
now cover a much wider area. In
addition, the creation of an
American dominated antimis-
sile shield is in the offing. It
will include radar ships, inter-

with an anti missile shield —
the issue has now been in-
tensely divisive.

To the Democrats, the
proposition of a missile defence
is at the best a gift to the arms
industry and at the worst a
provocation Lo Russia. The Re-
publicans describe it as the vi-
tal protection for American
soldiers abroad and American
families at home. The Clinton
Administration has tried to
balance Russia's sensitivity to
mounting pressure from Amer-
ican hawks to do something
about the increasing missile
threat. The result is a decision
to immediately build upon a
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ceptors and possibly airborne
lasers covering much of the Pa-
cific. Taiwan is also tTng to be
included in the network by buy-
ing some of the interceptors,
Even in the United States itself
every piece of bad news from the
proliferation front — from last
year's nuclear tests by India
and Pakistan as well as the
steadily growing range of Ira-
nian and North Korean rockets
— has tended to harden opinion
in favour of spending more
money on ballistic missile de-
fence. Since the Reagan era’s
star war project which was in-
tended to break the 'balance of
terror’ by covering America

modest anti-missile shield over
America which does not placate
either the Republicans or the
Russians. The Russians are al-

ready furious and have threat-
ened to perfect its strategic nu-
clear forces’ in response,
According to the Adminis-
tration’s decision at least seven
separate systems designed to
neutralise incoming missiles
are being developed by the Pen-
tagon. They will cost more than
83 billion next year and the bill
will rise sharply. So, how many
sorts of anti-missile defences
are there? Whatever may be
their numbers, two extremes
can be considered. There is a

‘point of defence” which protects
specific places — say, a military
base — from incoming missile
by knocking it out at a Iate stage
in its descent. The system
includes PAC-3, the latest
version of 'Patriot’ missile or a
naval system that might be on
American ships by year 2003.
At the other extreme lies the
vision of a shield over the entire
United 5tates. The star war
plan designed to build an im-
permeable umbrella over all 50
states had been the most ambi-
tious version of it. But to day
when a ‘national missile de-
fence’ is envisioned it usually
points to a more modest shield
able to ward off a few missiles
from a few odd sources and not
a massive missile attack by
Russia as it used to be feared.
Somewhere ‘between these two
extremes lies what has come to
be called ‘theatre' defences de-
signed to protect overseas gar-
risons only from medium range
missiles like those being tested
in North Korea now, e de-
fences will however be more so-
phisticated than PAC-3, the
earlier version of which was
tested in the Gulf war — by coun-
tering the incoming missile
right in the space. The rockets
are ideal for interception when
they are of longer range and
higher speed.

One of these intermediate
systems Known as THAAD
(Theatre High Altitude Area De-
fence) is a pet project of the US
Army. "It is a Eit‘tu—kﬂl vehicle
designed to vaporise the rocket
with a head-on blow. Another
system known as ‘Navy Theatre
Wide' can give a new boost to sea

power as a bastion of American
strength. Both the systems are
now in development stage and it
18 vet to be decided which one
would ultimately be adopted.

In the meantime Israeli Air-
cralt Industries with American
financial help has produced Ar-
row Weapon System for the
same purpose. Counipared to
THAAD its interceptors are
larger and therefore harder to
transport by air. Unlike other
sEstems the Arrow intercepts as
the offending missile plunges
through upper atmosphere and
in the space. Israel is d sirous
of extending its anti-1 issile
shield to neighbours like Jor-
dan and Palestinian Authority

(PA) neither of whom shows in-
terest. Arrow's extension over
Turkey is however a logical
follow-up in view of the two
countries’ deepening strateyic
partnership. Whether or ot
this idea of extension materi-
alises, a regional anti missile
network of sorts is likely to
emerge as Arrow's sensors will
probably be made capable of
swapping data with nearby
American shops, bases and
spacecrafts.

Both in Israel and elsewhere
there are however articulate

oups of skeptics who believe
that anti missile systems any-
where are an irresponsible
waste of money and it can only
provide a false sense of security.
Hitting a bullet will be devil-
ishly hard whereas creating
missiles that confuse intercep-
tors through 'counter measures’
will be easy. For example, Rus-
sia has boasted loudly that its
latest long-range rocket, the
Topol-M, can slip through any
anti-missile shield. In spite of
any amount of skepticism
about the potentials of anti
missile shield there are few
signs its worldwide surge will
stop.

Good Omen for Ruling Alliance

Barring unforeseen developments, it seems that two main factors are bound to help the NDA to
varying degrees in different states in India till the polls are over. There may be a reflection of this
in the results unless things unexpectedly go awry for the ruling circles.

Ensitinn contention. However,
road reading is that the NDA
will secure an absolute major-
ity and if not, at least a simple
maﬂurity that may give it the
right to stake claim for forma-
tion of the new government.
The current administration
headed by Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee is an interim
one following the collapse of
the Vajpayee government last
April. Generally, an incumbent
administration faces odds in
elections but here is a rare case
when it is credited with
favourable conditipns. What
has led to this situation? Whal
has really made the ruling ciz-
cle comtortably disposed de-
spite the fact that the multj-
party government of Mr. Vaj-
payee did have plenty of fail-
ures when it was at the helm un-
til its fall by a single vote? Why
the election conditions have
turned adverse for the opposi-
tion?

Three factors are clearly
favouring the NDA and para-
doxically, the most important

of them came-as an unexpected
boon. When the government
fell. the ruling alliance wanted
elections as early as possible
because it wanted to cash in on
the popular sentiment that
sltemmed from opposition's
failure to come out with an al-
ternative administration. Two
notable women figures of pre-
sent-day Indian politics —
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi and the unpredictable
but influential politician of the

Southern Tamil Nadu Jayaram
Jayalalitha — joined hands to
trigger the downfall of the
coalition while other smaller
opposition parties also sup-
ported the bid. Jayalalitha was
a key partner of the government
but her volte face helped the op-
position to get rid of the Vaj-
payee authority. But contrary to
earlier protestations that op-
Fusiti:}n parties will be able to
orm a new government, they
failed to live up to the expecta-
tions and no new government
came up even though President
K. R: Narayanan gave ample

from this before other issues
came to the fore. It was keen for
early polls but the opposition
wanted voting as late as possi-
ble citing weather conditions
ete. hoping that its field will
improve with the passage of
time. Truly, this was the ex-
pected assessment and when the
president fixed September as
the polls period, it somewhat
shocked the ruling interim
group. But who knew that some-
thing was in store that would
turn the gleeful opposition sour
by delayed elections. The Kargil
conflict which lasted for a
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time for an alternative admin-
istration. This situation was
undesirable since people did not
want a fresh voting so soon. The
opposition was on the defensive
since their move to pull down
the government and then fail-
ure to come up with a new one
evidently forced the country
towards new polls. It was a situ-
ation that most Indians did not
like and they pointed accusin

fingers at those who creata%l

-this unstable condition. So. it

emerged as a favourable factor
for the BJP-led NDA and the al-
liance wanted to derive benefits

fairly long two months, It was a
crisis that soared the govern-
ment’'s popularity suddenly as
most Indians considered, and
still do, handling of the crisis
by Prime Minister Vajpayee as
pretty successful since the op-
ponents in the conflict eventu-
ally withdrew from the scene
providing the country with a
rare opportunity to boast of
success. So, Kargil came as a bg
boost for the government an

the delayed polls proved to be a
great boon. The BJP wanted the
polls to take place early so that
it would seize the public support

that had emanated from
“undue” fall of government but
it received tremendous bonus
from the polls due to the Kargil
crisis when voting is taking
place as late as possible. Under
the Indian constitution, a new
loksabha must come within
maximum six months of the
dissolution of the earlier one
and October is the cut-off time,
It is now coming up in October
but unbelievably the late voting
has helped the NDA.

The Kargil factor along with
the opposition failure to Furm a
government earlier are two
clearly favourable omens for

~ the ruling alliance. A recovery

of the economy is also seen as a
plus point for the administra-
tion particularly following the
sanctions by some foreign
countries and international in-
stitutions in the aftermath of
last year's nuclear explosions.
Increasing divisions within the
ranks of opposition like split in
the Janata Dal are causing set-
backs for them. The Vajpayee
overnment's track record
during more than a year in
power was not very satisfactory
although a good leader in Mr.
Vajpayee has always been a
sirong base. Communal inci-
dents involving the Christians
and certain comments by some
leaders of the dominant BJP
arty enraged minority Mus-
ims although the rainbow
coalition government sought to
IIJ_‘LIT. up a secular character.
here were other failures as
well but people liked the gov-

ernment’s peace approach to-
wards neighbours including
arch-foe Pakistan when the
prime minister took a land-
mark bus trip to Lahore. The
Kargil conflict came at a later
stage. Mr. Vajpayee and other
leaders of the ruling alliance
find it easier to explain their
“success” in the Kargil crisis
and “innocence” in the collapse
of the coalition government
while the opposition finds
themselves on somewhat a
slippery ground on these issues
even though it vehemently con-
tests contentions of the ruling
circles. Admittedly, favourable
conditions will not give the
NDA a cakewalk because the
opposition is putting up stiff re-
sistance. Reports say that the
opposition is slowly improving
its position. But it may be a long
way off. Opposition is also plac-
ing its points of view like that
Vajpayee government failed in
national security since the very
fact that the “infiltrators

could sneak into Indian side of
the Line of Control (LoC) under
the very nose of heavy Indian
security itself is a major lapse
of unpardonable magnitude.

Sections of people are also get-
ting convinced by this kind of
€xplanation but the influence of

the fresh Indian success story
in the confilict is such that il is

roving critically advantageous
or the NDA. Barring unfore-
seen developments, it seeins
that two main factors are bound
to help the NDA to varying de-
grees in different states in India
till the polls are over. There
may be a reflection of this in
the results unless things unex-
pectedly go awry for the ruling
circles.
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tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Cultural impact

Sir, West Bengal is under the
process of being renamed
Bangla: and, “Een%al” Art and
Culture is being officially pro-
moted in Dhaka (news item DS
Aug 23; 'art goes beyond bound-
aries’); in addition to the bilat-
eral transshipment controversy
between India and Bangladesh,
by passing the regional
modalities, and screening
through local public opinion.

Watching West Bengal from
Dhaka since 1948, il appears
that during this span of almost
half a century, the overall pic-
ture of dﬂ%enerauvt lrend in WB
persists, in spile of the stable

overnance there for about two
ecades,

After the independence of
B adesh in 1971, there was a
tinkling of optimism across the
border, and the Bengalees in WB
looked forward to the expected
surge of regeneration in
Bangladesh during the coming
decades. But it was not to be, as
we have not progressed much as
a nation in 28 years.

This despondency in the
minds of the West Bengalees
naturally create a vague itchy
feeling. The non-Bengalees in
Calcutta have taken over a con-
siderable share of trade, com-
merce and industry, financial
investment and edged entry and
foothold into other fields and
institutions of income genera-
tion, as could be judged by the
views of the Indian analysts
appearing in the Indian press
from time to time. The avenues
for changes are being moni-
tored, but where are the poten-
tial openings for regenerative
exercises?

Keeping SAARC in the back-

qun. . and the materialistic
ntentions and goals of the

_western powers for global

domination of trade
South Asian region, these urges
for change by some quarters do
not look mysterious. Man is
always SEEi{iﬂ% change for the

in 'the

betterment of his condition for
fate, The controversies appear
al the more mundane level of
policy-making and executive
stages in different environ-
ments.

Since the urge for optimistic
changes cannot be suppressed,
the national implications have
to be mnnitnrec}) and analysed
by the leaders of the society,
whether in Calcutta or Dhaka.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Radio dramas on
BTV

-5ir, The script-writing for
radio and television dramas
and skits are guite different as
these two are different media;
one dealing with sound/audio
only (through the ears) and the
other audio-video (through the
eyes and the ears). The writers
of the original stories have to

ut more punch and visual ef-
ects into TV stories and dra-
mas. But everything should not
be left to the imagination of the
poor scriptwriters who have
more on their hands and minds
than they can handle in the de-
veloping countries, as the writ-
ers come from the middle class
and are less mobile, and live in
a small world where the pace of
life is slow; hence there are a lot
of indoor scenes and plenty of
dialogue without action,
thereby slowing down the pace
of the story. In contrast, in the
western imports, we see a lot of
out door swinging and talking
while on the move, outside the
dreary drawing room (faster
pace of life). Nowadays, digital

effects can be generated imagi-
natively: but at the present
moment these new machines
are being used as gadgets and
toys (playing with it; be less
over-enthusiastic).

The YEP analysis (DS Sept 3)
tearing apart the makkhanbazi
[palm greasing) of BTV was
rightly enjoyable, but the ne%a-
tively sensitised regime is be-
having like the three proverbial
mornkeys in the reverse way [see
no evil, hear no evil, and talk
no evill, What the monitoring
teams in BTV and the Ministry
of I&B are doing? Why profes-
sionals are not allowed to han-
dle professional matters? There
is too much politics (and bu-
reaucracy] everywhere. Stop ra-
dio programmes on television.
Who are listening?!

AZ
Dhaka

Illegal stranding
and reckless
driving

Sir, I would like to express
my views about the illegal
stranding and reckless ‘tempo’

driving at Jaikalimondir road
(Sout of Bangabhaban).

Dhaka.
Here the road becomes al-
most blocked due to two illegal
stands for Narayanganj-bound
bus and passenger scooters ser-
vice commonly known as 'temn-
0'. These scooters run at a
reakneck speed using the
wrong side of the road (as the
other sides are blocked by
stranded buses) causing terror
to the passers-by and other
light vehicles. At night, the sit-
uation turns worse as these
scooters ply without headlights.
General ineclination of the
scooter drivers are to overtake
other vehicles using the wrong
side violating traffic rules and
collide with another vehicle.
Hardly a day passes by without
an accident of some sort.

The concerned authority
should immediately take nec-
essary steps to clear these ille-
gal stands and stop the reckless
tempo driving as well.

Mozibur Rahman
64 RK Mission Road
Dhaka-1203

Upgrade BAI

Sir, According to the infor-
mation appeared in the July
1999 issue of "APEAEN

Newsletter” published from the

head office of the 'Asia Pacific
Association of Educators in
Agriculture & Environment
(APEAEN)" in the Philippines;
at present. a total of 33 agricul-
tural universities including 4
national agricultural research
institutes are there in India.
About 15,500 students are an-
nually admitted to these uni-
versities. In contrast, although
an agro-based country,
Bangladesh has only two agri-
cultural universities. Out of
three government agri-colleges,
two have been upgraded to fac-
ulty status of the newly estab-
lished Science & Technology
Universities while the country's
oldest agricultural education

institution, i.e. Bangladesh
Agricultural Institute (BAl),
Dhaka has yet to be upgraded to

university status, It may be
mentioned here that the agri-
cultural colleges established in
India and Pakistan during the
then British rule have been up-
graded to agri-universities long
ago. But it is a matter of regret
that BAI which was established
in 1938 has not yet been up-
graded. Of course the govern-
ment has undertaken some

Farooq Sobhan clarifies
published a front page article written

Sir, The Daily Star

on the subject of Bangladesh's candidature for the post of Secret

Anwarul Haque is factually wrong and misleading
overnment of Bangladesh is not doin
retary General of the Commonwealth. On the contrary
Secreta

Foreign Minister, the Forei
have done eve

candidature in her mee
The Foreign Minister o

The Foreign
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In exactly two months time the elections for the post of Secret

Commonwealth Heads of Government's meeti
have certainly improved after the election of Mr Mike Moore of New Zealand to

The PM and Forei
two months the

Farooq Sobhan
Special Envoy to PM

rime Minister, the Foreil
missions ahroad will further intensifv t
candidature for the post of the Secretary

Minister and fully aware of this. | am confident that during these remaining

Minister, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our

eir efforts to mobilize support for Bangladesh's
eral of the Commonwealth.

by Anwarul Haque on 7 September, 1999
General. The news analysis by
to give the impression that the
enough to suppori Bangladesh's candidature for the post of
, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh. the
ry. the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our Missions abroad
rything possible in support of our candidature. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
written letters to heads of states of Commonwealth countri
her Special Envoy. The PM has also at eve
s with Commonwealt
Bangladesh has separately written letters to all his counterparts in the
Commonwealth and has personally spoken to many of them at different international conferences.
The Foreign Minister has also personally written lefters to head
instructing them to do everything possible to mobilise sup
Ministry and our missions abroad have in fa
would like to place on record the enormous sup
missions during my visits to various countries during the past one year.

es which [ have personally delivered as
possible opportunity raised the subject of our
the past two years.

s of all Bangladesh Missions abroad
port for the candidature of Bangladesh.

ct gone out of the way to canvass support. -
rt and assistance | have received from our heads of

in Durban, South Africa. Qur

General will take place at the
rospects of success
e post of DG WTO.

pragmalic initiatives 1o upgrade
this institute but all these
initiatives have yet to yield a
positive result.

It is sincerely expected that
the government will take im-
mediate step to upgrade this
prestigious agri-educational
institution of the country in the
grealer interest of the nation.

M Zahidul Hague
Associale Professor, BAI

& National Coordinator,
APEAEN, Dhaka-1207

Deteriorating

roads

5ir, For the sake of account-
ability, transparency, perfor-

- mance of duties and responsi-

bilities and utility of publie
money we would like to request
the authorities concerned espe-
cially the ward commissioner;
DCC, WASA, T&T, Titas Gas and
Ministry of LGRD to kindly let
us know as to how many times
the roads and streets, lanes and
by-lanes, municipal drains,
WASA sewage system, Titas Gas
connections and T&T connec-
tions of Thatari Bazar-Captan
Bazar area are required to be
repeatedly excavated in a year,
We would be further grateful
if the authorities concerned
also tell us about the respective
expenditures yearwise for the
last three years to examine and

judge their respective effi-

ciency. standard and quality of

various works,

Once the roads and streets,
lanes and by-lanes of Thatari
Bazar-Captan Bazar area are

excavated those are never [illed
in, repaired or recarpated for

months together and the sulfer-
ings of the people know no
bounds.

Would the DCC kindly pay
attention to the ever deteriorat-
ing situation of these roads,
streets, lanes and by-lanes and
alleviate the untold sufferings
of the people?

0. H. Kabir
6. Hare Street.
Wari, Dhaka-1203



