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Premiership preview

Spain over \

the moon

MADRID, Sept 10: Spain
were celebrating qualification
for the Europeian championship
finals on Thursday, after their
overw-helming 8-0 victory over
Cyprus in Badajoz, reports
Reuters.

The win takes Spain to an
unassailable position in Grou
Six, five points ahead of second-
placed Israel, who visit Spain
on October 10 for the team's
final match.:

The victory means Spain
have finally gained revenge for
last year's shock 3-2 defeat in
Cyprus, which led to the resig-
nation of former national
coach Javier Clemernite and the
appointment of Jose Antonio
Camacho.

Camacho, now unbeaten in
his 10 games since taking over
last September, said he was
proud of his team and dis-
missed the claim that Cyprus
were weak opponent.

"To score eight goals against
Cyprus you have to do every-
thing right." he said.

The Spanish press were
handsome in their praise for
the manner of the victory and
gave extensive credit to the
bulky former Real Madrid mid-
fielder and Spanish interna-
tional.

'Spain won because the
coach made them hungry to
overturn the serious mistake
they made last year.” Spanish
sports daily as said.

"Camacho has made
Spaniards proud to wear their
shirt again,” another daily
Marca added.

The match was highlighted
by hattricks for Ismael Urzaiz
and Julen Guerrero,; both of who

lay their club soccer with Ath-
etic Bilbao,

There was a certain irony in
the Basque pair being the main
protagonists.

Camacho had taken charge
saying that he was going to
broaden the base of the Spanish
national team, after Clemente
had been extensively criticised
for selecting players predomi-
nantly from his native Basque
country.

For Guerrero it was his sec-
ond hattrick in a Spanish shirt,
his first coming nearly three
years ago against Malta.

He only made his return to
this international side in June
after a wretched time at World
Cup finals last summer.

Cox wallops
Hampshire

LONDON, Sept 10: Somer-
set's Australian captain Jamie
Cox hit the highest score of his
career when he made 216 in the
English County Championship

match against Hampshire at.

Southampton on Thursday, re-
ports AFP.-

Cox batted for eight hours,
eind 134 of his runs came in
boundaries, as a weakened
Hampshire attack struggled to
coyitain him.

‘The Tasmanian's previous
besl score came in 1996-97
wher1 he took 200 off the Pak-
istani bowling for his Aus-
tralian state team.

Cox figured in century
stands with Marcus Trescoth-
ick; who earned a trip to New
Zealand with the England A
squad earlier this week, and Pj-
ran Holloway on the first day
and a further 116 with Peter
Bowler on the second.

"It was a nice wicket to bat
on but I never set out to beat my
owr best score, or anything like
that,” Cox said.

BRIEF SCORES

English county champi-

onship score summaries on
Thursday:

(Day one of four)

At Enrd‘s: Surrey 426-4 (A

Brown 165no, ‘A Hollioake
115no) v Middlesex

At Hove: Sussex 250-8 (R
Montgomerie 59) v Notting-
hamshire

(Day two of four)

At Riverside: Durham 255 [J
Lewis 76. D Boon 54; T Munton
7-91) v Warwickshire 252-4 (M
Powell 111no, D Hemp 51)

At Chelmsford: Worcester-
shire 308 (G Hick 101;: R Ander-
sofl 4-74, R Irani 4-51) and 25-0
v Essex 303 (R Irani 103, N Hus-
sain 7 1: A Sheriyar 4-70)

At Bristol: Gloucestershire
150 {P Aldred 6-34) and 208-9 (T
Hancock 71, M Windows 55: T
Smith 4-67, P DeFreitas 4-34) v
Derbyshire 203 (R Weston 52, B
Gannon 5-42)

At Southampton: Somerset
493-6 dec (J Cox 216, P Bowler

103no, P Holloway 58) v Hamp-
shire 126-0 (J Laney 63 no, D
Kenway 60 no)

At 0Old Trafford: Kent 410 (A
Symonds 99, A Wells 86, D
Headley 72. M Fleming 55: C
Schofleld 4-103) and 8-0 v Lan-
cashire 312 (G Lloyd 81, N Fair-
brother 63;: M Patel 8-115)

At Northampton: North-
amptonshire 509 (D Sales 205,
D Ripley 105) v Leicestershire
%.'%]5-? I:X Habib 51; M Davies 4-

At Headingley: Glamorgan
498 (M Mayndrd 186, M Powell
70, M Wallace 64no) v York-
ggige 140 (S Watkin 4-35) and

All Africa Games football

Cameroon blank
[ ] [ ]
Mauritius
JOHANNESBURG, Sept 10:
Camerpen rarely moved out of
first gear as they defeated Mau-
ritius 3-0 at Rand Stadium here
on Friday in their first Group 2
match at the All Africa Games.
reportis AFP,
In another match of the
roup, Zambia outclassed
C’lﬁhly-rated Cote d'Ivoire 4-0 at
r

ando Stadium.
On the opening day of the

tournament here on Thursday,
hests Seuth Africa beat Algeria
2:0 at the Orlando Stadium in a

Group 1 match while in the

satme group, Uganda also won 2~

gtagaiﬂht ali at the Rand Sta-
um.

i ]

oo MILAN, Sept 10;

m Inter Milan are
neading for the li-
on's den this
weekend when the
most talked about
team in [taly face AS Roma at a
seething Olympic stadium,
reports AFP.

Inter, who made: headlines
when Christian Vieri bagged a
hat-trick on his debut two
weeks ago, will be hoping that
the most expensive man in soc-
cer history is fit and well for
Sunday night's contest,

The lumbering centre-for-
ward left the field before the end
of Italy's Euro 2000 qualifier
defeat to Denmark in midweek
because of a muscle strain.

Club officials played down
the injury. however, and in-
sisted that Vieri would be avail-
able for the match in Rome -
where the Italian ace should be
partnered by Brazilian ace
Ronaldo.

Chilean striker Ivan
Zamorano is also fit, but the
team look to have lost Roberto
Baggio, who pulled up in train-
ing with a back strain. Midfield
signing Vladimir Jugovic is
still unavailable.

Roma boss Fahio Capello,
the former maestro -of AC Mi-
lan. has a great deal of prestige
riding on this match.

It is the first showdown this

Serie A preview

season between two of the seven
title pretenders and it is Capel-
lo's first major rendezvous
since taking over in July. It will
also be in front of about 70.000
demanding fans.

AC Milan are at home to Pe-
rugia - the team they beat on the
final day of last season to win
the championship.

Milan skipper Paolo Mal-
dini is battling to come back
after breaking a toe-bone
nearly three weeks ago and
faces a late fitness test.

Maldini is keen to return to
a defence which has continued
to give goals away since their
pre-season friendlies and was
to blame for a disa{:pninting 2-2
draw with newly-promoted
Lecce last time out,

"The problems in defence are
not that serious, because it's not
as if our opponents are getting
that many shots in," Maldini
claimed.

"All the same, the trotible is
that the ratio of scoring
chances conceded to goals con-
ceded is high. ;

“Perhaﬁs things aren't bein
done with the intensity an
concentration that's needed in
the Serie A and the European
Champions League.”

" Perugia aside, Milan will
certainly need to buck their
ideas up against Gianluca Vial-
li's Chelsea in the European

' CHANGING TRADE? Brazilian soccer superstar Ronaldo is all smiles while sitting in a rac-
ing car at the Monza racetrack after a free training session yesterday ahead of the Italian
Grand Prix which 18 on September 12,

— AFP photo

er face the Roma heat

Champions League at Stamford
Bridge on Wednesday night.

Fiorentina, who host Arse-
nal on Tuesday in Florence, are
away o Reggina on Saturday,
while Lazio also head south to
face Bari.

There was good news for Ju-
ventus on Thursday, when the
Italian Olympic Committiee
cleared them to use Dulch miid-
fielder Edgar Davids for their
away fixture against Cagliari.

Davids has been treating an
eye problem with a medicine
containing a banned substance
and has waited nearly a month
for permission to play at club
level. He was on stunninﬁ form
last weekend for Holland,
scoring twice in their 5-5 draw
with Belgium despite having to
wear protective goggles. '

Alessandro el Piero,
dropped by Dino Zoff for Italy's
qualifier, should play alongside
strike partner Filippo Inzaghi,
who had a wretched time
against the Danes in Naples al-
ter a superb start to the season.

Serie A fixtures this week-
end:

Saturday: Reggina v
Fiorentina, Udinese v Piacenza.
Bari v Lazio (evening kick-off)

Sunday: Cagliari v Juventus,
AC Milan v Perugia, Parma v
Bologna, Torino v Venezia,
Verona v Lecce, AS Roma v Inter
Milan (evening kick-off)

Al

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 10: It
was a mixed start for hosts
South Africa on the opening
day of the All Africa Games
(AAG) on Thursday with the
football side winning but the
organisers looking to have
scored an own goal, reports
AFP.

South African midfielder
Steve Lekoelea and Siyabonga
Nomvete got the goals in a 2-0
win over Algeria to put them at
the top of the group: 1 table.

Meanwhile organisers were
having to listen to multiple
complaints and appeared to be
having a hard time keeping
their statements positive after
the barrage of criticism.

South Africa is trying hard
to play down certain image
problems, notably arrogance
and problems in townships in
these September 9 to 19 Games
in Greater Johannesburg.

Problems with issuing ac-
creditation, transport delays,
glitches in the opening cere-
mony preparations as well as
telephone mishaps are still
hampering the event.

This seventh AAG. and
South Africa’s second partici-
pation since returning to the
world of sport in the early 90s
following the abolition of
apartheid, was expected to show
the country was adept at organ-
ising major events.

Friday's night's opening cer-
emony is expected to be high on
entertainment but not every-
thing has been running
smoothly., shown clearly at
Wednesday evenin%‘s dress re-
hearsal at the Johannesburg
Stadium. : |

Marchers were often not in
unison, costumes were either

ca

| Suu]:h '_Aﬁ-i-::a'a Davi:ll Konnemeyer (R) is under
__dunng their All Africa Games first round fixture in Soweto on September 9.

too small or too large and hats
were falling off all over the
place, not giving the impression
of finely-honed preparations.

Also, athletes are having
major delays getting to venues
by official buses and are still
having to wait for hours getting
accreditation which is hamper-
ing their preparations.

Junior Ramovha, who runs
the accreditation centre at the
Nasrec Stadium, urged for calm
and said athletes could help
themselves by being patient.
"We are doing the best we can.”
he said.

Nigeria failed to turn up for
their men's field hockey match
against Zimbabwe and were
withdrawn from the competi-
tion. Financial problems are
believed to be the reason.

Then Ghapa's men's hockey
team also [failed to appear
thinking their match was on
Saturday. but their South
Alrica opponents agreed to
reschedule the game,

The day's table tennis was

cancelled and no reason was
immediately made public.

The South Africa versus Al-
geria football fixture went
ahead though the ropf covering
the VIP stand at the Orlando
stadium hacd not been finished.

South Alfrica thrashed
Lesotho 43-0 in the [irst baye-
ball game but the fixture was
reportedly dclayed for tvio
hours because of problems with
the chalk lines.

Amid all the problems,
Egypt won the first gold medal
of the Games when they carried
offl the team competition in
rhythmic gymnastics, South
Alrica took the silver with Cape
Verde earning the bronze.

ame

o

Egypt's Yasmin Lofti won all
four events and is the lavourite
for the individual competition
though individual defending
champion Michelle Cameron of
South Alrica will provide stiff
competition.

In the football South
Africa’'s diminutive Lekoelea
from the Orlando Pirates club
hammered a 40-metre free kick
past a gap in a defensive wall
and wide of Algerian goalkeeper
Foued Cheriel into the corner of
the net alter 68 minutes.

The host nation sealed thie
points ninc minutes later when
Marumo's lob rebounded off the
post and Siyabonga Nomvete
reacled quickest to stroke the
ball home. |

It was an exciting ending to a
match that appeared to be me-
andering toward a goalless
deadlock with little attacking
menace from the teams,

South Africa lacked foreign-

' based professionals like Quin-

ton Fortune of Manchester
United and Benni McCarthy of
Celta Vigo and a shortage of
match practice showed during
the first half.

Uganda provided the first
surprise of the football tour-
nament with a 2-0 group 1 vic-
tory over Mali.

Success was achieved
through two goals within six
minutes early in the second
half from Kampala City Council
team-mates Morley Byekwaso
and Willy Kvambadde.

Mamadou Diarra headed
against the crossbar and Ma-
madou Kante had the ball in the
net only to he ruled offside be-
fore a disappointing day for
Mali was compounded by the
dismissal of Temema Ndiave.

pressure from Algerian Lotfi Sahraousisalim

—AFP photo

s start

bound

MILAN, Sept 10: Former
Italy defender Giuseppe
Bergomi is to play in the United
States in Major League Soccer
(MLS), reports Reuters

Bergomi, who spent his en-
tire career with Inter Milan be-
fore retiring at the end of the
1998-99 season, said he had
been approached by MLS clubs
the New York Metrostars and
the New England Revolution.

Bergomi, 36, has friends at
bath clubs — former Italy goal-
keeper Walter Zenga is the New
England coach and German in-
ternational and ex-Inter mid-
fielder Lothar Mattheaus will
join the MetroStars in Febru-
ary.
1rjl'llz"if’f:s11:1‘1|:lEl.jr (Wednesday)
Mattheaus called me and asked
me if ] wanted to play with
him," Bergomi said. "But Walter
is @lso pressing me to got to
Boston. It is certain that I will
go to America but I am not yet
sure where."

Eer[i{umi will officially say
farewell to Italian soccer on Oc-
tober 11 with a testimonial
malch at the San Siro stadium
in Milan.

Euro 2000

Bookies fancy
Holland

LONDON, Sept 10: British
bookmakes William Hillmake
joint hosts The Netherlands 7-2
favourites for the European

soccer championship after the
latest qualifiers, reports
Reuters.

Betting: 7-2 The Netherlands |

4-1 Italy 7-1 Spain 15-2 Ger-
many 8-1 France 12-1 Sweden
20-1 Czech Republic, Portugal,
Romania 25-1 Belgium, Eng-
land, Norway 28-1 Croatia,
Ukraine 33-1 Yugoslavia 40-1
Russia 50-1 Turkey 66-1
Poland, Ireland 125-1 Scotland.

-
United rope
L L
in Silvestre

MANCHESTER, England,
Sept 10: English Premiership
pacesetters Manchester United
on Friday completed the sign-
ing of French Under-21 inter-
national defender Mickael Sil-
vestre from Inter Milan. reports
AFP.

Silvestre may be considered
to play against Liverpool on
Saturday il his international
clearance is received in time,
United officials said. '

The Treble winners are
awaiting his international
clearance from the Italian FA
to rubber stamp the deal, which
is reportedly worth 4 million
pounds.

United chairman Martin
Edwards said: "He signed for us
at lunchtime today.

"He has agreed personal

terms. he's passed his medical .

and we've completed all the
forms.

"We have not had interna-:
tional clearance yet, but we
hope to get that from the Italian
FA today so that he might be
available for tomorrow."

United are anxious to rush
through the transfer because
they are desperately short of de-
fensive cover for the Anfield
showdown.

Gary Neville injured his
groin playing for England
against Poland on Wednesday
to join Denis Irwin and long-
term casualties Wes Brown,
David May and Ronny Johnsen
on the sidelines.

]
Kahn sings for
L
himself

COLOGNE, Germany, Sept
10: German national team
goalkeeper Oliver Kahn, clearly
rattled by fine performances by
his number two Jens Lehmann.
on Thursday engaged in a war of
words with' his rival, reports
AFP,

Kahn, who was left shell-
shocked after Manchester
United put two goals past him

in the final minute of May's Eu-
ropean Cup final. warned

Borussia Dortniund zce
Lehinann that he is merely a
replacement who should accept
the fact that he will play sec-
ond-liddle when Kahn returns
from injury.

Lehmann played well for
Germany in both of this week's
Euro 2000 qualifiers while Bay-
ern Munich's Kahn continues to
recover from a host of injuries.

- Confident Kahn, however,
sees himself playin% for Ger-
many again in their final qual-
ifier against Turkey in four
weeks time,

"Coach Erich Ribbeck told
me at the beginning of the Euro

jualification series that I'm
clearly the number one in Ger-
many's goal - and a couple of
games by Lehmann aren't going
to change that,” Kahn said.

Lehmann has taken several
verbal shots at Kahn in recent
months and is clearly unhappy
in his role as number two,

Corinthians
g0 SiX points
clear

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 10:
Corinthians face arch-rivals.
Palmeiras on Sunday boosted
by a 3-1 win over Cruzeiro
which moved them six points
clear in the Brazilian champi-
onship standings, reports
Reuters.

Marcelinho scored from the
penalty spot in the 42nd minute
of their Wednesday match, fol-
lowed by a goal from Edilson
and a last minute stike from
Fabio Baiano.

Cruzeiro's Alex Alves missed
several chances before Paulo
Isidro pulled one back for them
in the 87th.

Palmeiras go into Sunday's
needle match, languishing in
17th place with gust nine points
to Corinthians’ 24. |

- happy

b‘-"" LONDON, Sept 10:
The contrasting
priorities this
season of Manch-
ester United and
. Liverpool could be
put in sh focus on Saturday
when English football's two
most dominant teams of the
modern era clash at Anfield in
the Premiership, reports AFP.
For last season's Treble
winners United the match is a
useful warm-up for next Tues-
day's opening game of the Euro-
pean Champions’ League
against Croatia Zagreb at Old
Trafiord, :

With five successive league

wins - and a three-point advan-

taﬁe over second-placed Aston
Villa - in the bag,

ager Sir Alex Ferguson would
probably settle for a point from
one of the traditional grudge
matches of the English season.

Many of the plafrers who will
be on show have played two in-
ternational games in the space
of five days this week and with
no sign of a let-up in the hectic
schedule Ferguson may rotate
his squad.

United will certainly be
without captain Roy Keane
(groin) and defender Denis Ir-
win (ankle), who were both in-
jured playing for Ireland. Right-

ack Gary Neville is also out
after picking up a groin injury
in England’'s goalless draw in
Poland on Wednesday.

"We've got a massive amount
of injuries at the moment," ad-
mitted Ferguson. "Sometimes it
happens and there's not a lot
you can do about it. They were
important international

nited man-

games."”

Ferguson will also be moni-
toring the fitness of England
midfielder David Beckham,
who played in Poland despite
suffering a slight hamstring
tweak against Luxembourg last
Saturday.

Strikers Dwight Yorke and

Andy Cole, already with eight °

goals between them this season,
were spared international exer-
tions and should start. '

New Italian signing Mas-
simo Taibi will e his debut
in goal amid rumours about the
Old Trafford future of close-sea-
son capture Mark Bosnich, who
has still not recovered from a
hamstring injury and was this
week linked with a move to
Spanish side Espanyol.

Liverpool. already seven
points adrift of United on nine
points. are nonetheless Lub-
hlin{f after successive wins over
Leeds and Arsenal.

Manager Gerard Houllier
has no European distractions
this season and can afford to
concentrate on domestic hon-
ours, though he, too, will need
to assess the fitness of his in-
ternationals before selecting
his team.

England pair Robbie Fowler
and Michael Owen, who played
the last 25 minutes in Poland,
may start in attack. though
Guinean striker Titi Camara
has made a big impact in his
short Anfield career to date.

For security reasons, the
match has been brought for-
ward to a morning kick-off.

Former England manager
Bobby Robson faces a stiff test
in his first game in charge of

eyes on Anfield

Newcastle - a trip to unbeaten
Chelsea.

The Geordies should need lit-
tle motivating with Robson
making his first assessment of
a playing squad inherited from
Ruud Gullit that included 55
paid professionals at the last
cournt,

Chelsea have played just
four games, two less than lead-
ers United, but lie third with 10
points.

They also have a big Euro-
pean night ahead, with Italian

iants AC Milan due to visit

tamford Bridge on Chelsea's
Champions League debut next
Wednesday. Manager Gianluca
Vialli will be keeping his fin-
Eers crossed that the 12 plsg-ers

€ had on international duty
all return safely.

After successive defeats by
United and Liverpool, Arsene
Wenger's Arsenal side host As-
ton Villa knowing victory is es-
sential,

Wenger has already said four
defeats is the maximum for any
team huﬁing to win the title but
he will have one eye on Tues-
day's Champions League opener
against Fiorentina in Italy.

Fixtures (kick-offs 1400
GMT unless stated):

Saturday: Arsenal v Aston

Villa, Chelsea v Newcastle
United, Coventry City v Leeds
United, Liverpool v Manchester

United (1030 GMT), Middles-
brough v Southampton,
Sheffield Wednesday v Everton,
Sunderland v Leicester City,
West Ham United v Watford,
Wimbledon v Derby County
~Sunday: Bradford Ci(\? v Tot-
‘tenham Hotspur (1500 GMT)

French First Division preview

PARIS. Sept 10;
Defending cham-
ﬁians Bordeaux
ope to kickstart
the defence of the-
ir title when they
visit second-placed Paris St
Germain in the French First Di-
vision on Sunday, reports AFP.

The atmosphere is guaran-
teed to be a lot less [riendly
than last time the two teams
met at the Parc des Princes - on
the final day of last season.

Then Bordeaux giéjped Mar-
seille to the title by beating PSG
3-2 with a last-gasp Pascal
Feindouno winner.

The atmosphere was unusual
because PSG's normally-parti-
san fans cheered every Bor-
deaux goal and sang "Allez
(Come on) Bordeaux” for much
of the match.

The reason was that PSG had
riothing to play for ‘and were

rather than see their own team
rack up a meaningless three
points.

This timme around, the teams
meef in different circums-
stances.

Bordeaux are languishing in
seventh place after five matches
- in marked contrast to last sea-
son when they and Marseille
occupied the top two places all
SEAS0MN.

The Girondins seem to be
missing the creative input of
Ali Bernarbia, who joined PSG
the day after Bordeaux clinched
the title. Benarbia will miss the
reunion as he is suspended fol-
lowing his dismissal in PSG's
defeat by Lyon. French interna-
tional striker Laurent Robert is
also absent,

Bordeaux's only absentee is
Stephane Ziani, signed from
Deportivo La Coruna to replace
Benarbia.

Bordeaux's strike partner-
ship of Sylvain Wiltord and Lil-
ian Laslandes; who were se-
lected together for the first time
by France coach Roger Lemerre
for the European Champi-
onship qualifier in Armenia on
Wednesday. have failed to have
the same devastating impact on
the goalscoring charts this sea-
SO,

Wiltord finished top of the
individual charts with 22 goals
last season with Laslandes

' to see 'their mortal ene-
mies Marseille lose the ‘title '

joint second. Laslandes also
topped the "most number of as-
sists” table. .

PSG's position, meanwhile,
is the exact opposite to Bor-
deaux's. They had a miserable
season last term - ho just
above the relegation zone for
much of the campaign - but
have been quick off the blocks
this term.

In the other match on Sun-
day, leaders Monaco will be ex-
pecting to take all three points
when they visit struggling
Rennes.

The principality team are
boosted by the fact that their
star players all reported back
from international duty this
week without any injury scares.

The Brittany outfit, mean-
while, have so far this season
paid the price for an extensive
injury list although coach Paul
Le Guen was boosted by the fact
that there are only two doubts -
Yoann Bign
- for the Monaco clash.

The rest of the first division
programme fakes place on Sat-
urday.

Fourth-placed Auxerre visit
Lyon. the team immediately
above them in the table, in an-
other mouth-watering clash,

Lyon have two doubts in
French international mid-
fielder Vikash Dhorasoo and
Jean-Christophe Devaux, while

* Serge Blanc is suspended.

Auxerre look a transformed
team from the one that nar-
rowly escaped relegation at the
end of last season.

Rey to that change in for-
tunes has been the return to the
club of French World Cup win-
ning striker Stephane Guivar-
c'’h, who is second in the
ﬂ:}a]scuring charts behind

onaco's David Trezeguet.

Guivarc'h has put his night-
mare year at Newcastle United
and Glasgow Rangers behind
him and was further boosted
Thursday when Lemerre indi-
cated he would recall the Brit-
tany-born hitman for the
make-or-break European
Championship qualifier with
Iceland in October.

But Auxerre will be without
Tomasz Klos and Steve Marlet
for the Lyon date.

St Etienne only have one ab-
sentee, attacking midfielder
Patrick Revelles in their home
match with Le Havre. Their ex-

e and Youssef Rossi-

perienced libero Jean-Guy
Wallemme, formerly ¢f Coven-
try, is back in contention.

Le Havre must do without
suspended pair Jean-Alain
Boumsong and Karim Kerkar
and the injured Mickael De-
beve. :

ugh task await Bordeaux

Marseille, whose indifferent

start to the season is already
raising the hackles of their 1o-
toriously-volatile supporters,
visit Montpellier in what a lo-
cal derby boosted by the return
of defender Patrick Blondeau.

The visitors will also look to
striker Ibrahima Bakayoko - a
former Montpellier player -
whose e:nmura%in form since -
joining Marseille from Everton

as been one of the few positive
points of the season for last
Season's mnners-ula.

Spanish midfielder Ivan De
La Pena is ruled out for Mar-
seille although Fabrizio Ra-
vanelli and Christophe Dugarry

«1 should-be/available despite ni-

nor knocks. |

Former Marseille man Joce-
lyn Gourvennec will hope to put
one over his former team on his
Montpellier debut.

A lengthy injury list is ham-
pering Lens ahead of their home
game with Sedan.

Stephane Collet, Pascal
Nouma, Daniel Moreira and
Cyril Rool will:- all miss the
game with newly-promoted
Sedan, -who are deprived the
services of Oumar Dieng and
Laurent Huard. \

Bastia go into their home
game with Nancy deprived of
the services of Pierre Laurent,
The visitors give a debut to for-
mer Monaco player Fabien
Lefevre.

Strasbourg visit Metz who
are likely to tield a new front
pairing of former Juventus and
Crystal Palace star Michele
Padovano and Sergei
Skatchenko.

Bottom club Troyes welcome
back Lucian Zavagno for their
home clash with Nantes.

First Division matches over
the weekend:

Saturday: Montpellier v
Marseille, Lens v Sedan, Bastia
v Nancy. Troyes v Nantes, St
Etienne v Le Havre, Lyon v Aux-
erre, Metz v Strasbourg (all
evening kick-offs)

Sunday: Rennes v Monaco,
Paris St Germain v Bordeaux

(both evening kick-offs)

COLOGNE. Ger-
many, sept 10:
Alter a week of
rest because of
Eurao 2000 guali-
liers, Hamburg

will aim to get back to the busi-

ness of defending their top place
in the Bundesliga when they

face Hertha Berlin on Saturday,

reports AFP.

Hamburg were trounced 4-0
and 6-1 by Hertha last season
but have shown themselves to
be a much-improved unit in the
first three rounds of this sea-
SOT.

"Everything is just falling
into place for us right now," vet-
eran Ghanaian striker Tony
Yeboah said.

The 33-year-old is enjoying
his football so much that he has
shelved his plans to retire at
season's end and instead plans
to stay on a bit longer at Ham-
burg before ending his profes-
sional career in the United
States.,

"If everything stays as it is
and we don't have too many in-

On

juries we could even win the ti-

tle," he said,
Hertha, meanwhile, will
blood new signing Thomas

Helmer. The ex-Bayern Munich
captain and veteran German in-
ternational has made a sudden
switch from English club Sun-
derland after just 54 days in the
Premier League.

All eyes will be on Otto Re-
hhagel to see how he responds
when captain Ciriaco Sforza re-
turns to action with Kaiser-
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slautern on Friday alter sav-
agely criticising him.

Sforza has been away with
the Swiss national side for the
duration of the blow-up. in
which he heavily criticised Re-
hhagel for being antiquated and
overly authoritarian in his
coaching methods.

For now, just one thing is for
certain: Sforza won't be in the
team which plays against
Werder Bremen on Sunday.

"Mr Sforza has been trying
to play politics within the team
since we won the title (in 1997),"
Rehhagel said.

"Nonetheless. I have always
treated him like a son. [ can't do
that any more after this attack.
Sforza is only one player in the
team. We aren’t 1.FC Siorza af-
ter all.”

Bayern Munich coach
Ottmar Hitzfeld has also put his
foot down and warned his play-
ers, stars or not, they might face
immediate sacking if they don't
tow the line.

“Whoever fails to stick by the
rules should know they can ex-
Eecl tough consequences, even

eing thrown out of the club
from one day to the next."
Hitzfeld growled as he tried to
instil fresh discipline before
Saturday’s trip to Duisburg.

Mario Basler, who was fined
heavily for being in a disco in
the early hours of the morning
before a game two weeks ago, is
the most likely target of this
threat. He won't be on board for
at least six weeks, though, after

pace-setters Hamburg

injuring his knee in a charity
game a week ago.

Markus Babbel is also out af-
ter badly tearing a thigh muscle
while playing for Germany
against Northern Ireland on

ednesday and may even need
an operation.

Most importantly, play-
maker Stefan Effenberg will re-
join Bayern's starting line-u
after an eight-week break, an
he may be joined by goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn who hasn't played
since late last season because of
various injuries.

Borussia Dortmund held a
crisis meeting with disgruntled
midfielder Andreas Moller this
week after mumblings he may
leave the club after being left on
the bench in recent weeks.

Moller feels he deserves a
permarnent slot in the side but,
after investing heavily in ex-
pensive new talent, coach
Michael Skibbe has explained
that players like Moller will
find their place in the team
naturally as injury and sus-
pension during the season
slowly gnaw away at the squad.

Bundesliga weekend mata-
hes:

Saturday: Unterhaching v
VIB Stuttgart, Hamburg SV v
Hertha Berlin, Borussia Dort-
mund v Freiburg, MSV Duisburg
v Bayern Munich, Bayer Lev-
erkusen v Schalke 04.

Sunday: Werder Bremen v
Kaiserslantern, 1860 Munich v
Eintracht Frankfurt



