South Asia

Political Titans at War

With no political party or alliance having commanding grasp of the electorate,

the danger of ano

OLITICS is war without

loodshed,"” so said Mao
Zedong. Only a battle of
that war of politics is being bit-
terly fought between two main
contenders in the Indian politi-
cal arena — BJP and Co
with however bloods spilled
and vengeance unleased. In a 5-
phase election staggered over a
month an estimated 610 mil-
lion voters will be casting their
votes to elect 545 members of
the Parliament's lower house. It
could have been festival in the
world's largest democracy but
being the 3rd general election in
three years it has lost much of
its lustre with only a 55 cent
voter turnout during the first

hase — the lowest among the

ast four general election.

For an ostensibly fatigued
electoral of India it has turned
out to be a ritualistic exercise.
They simply want to get over it
hoping against hope that it
would result in some stability
for the country.

After a period ot he-*.c elec-
tioneering and at least one
round of polling that stability
seems elusive. With no political
party or alliance having com-
manding grasp of the electorate
the danger of another hung
Parliamment looms. The con-
tenders however have their ar-
eas of str s and weaknesses
reflecting on their electoral
prospects.

e BJP with an aggressive
'Hindutva" on the top of its
agenca has been trying to catal-
yse a Hindu resurgence in India
with phenomenal success. In
less ihan two decade's of elec-
tora! politics it is on the top of
the scoreboard for the last three
years. There is no visible sign
that its score can be beaten even
this time. The BJP ideoclogy

A

seems to have taken a burgeon-
ing Hindu middle class of India
by storm. The storm has been
intensifying over the years
making the country's Hindu
majority restive to vindicate its
ancient glories. :

Frustrated by endless bro-
ken promises of the congress
government in the past a sub-
stantial numbers of Dalits and
Muslim minority have cyni-
cally turned to BJP camp as
clients seeking patronisation of
a winnil}g tgart}r. The party ac-
tivists of the BJP are duly in-
doctrinated and its leaders are
experienced and astute. Much of
its strength stems from the
workforce belonging to huge
Sangh Parivar. In spite of a
lack-lustre performance during
13 months of his coalition gov-
ernment, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, the BJP's Priine Ministe-
rial candidate is acceptable for
his personal charm to a wide
spectrum of electorate,

Mr. Vajpayee, also the par-
ty's star campaigner is a vastly
experienced politician and an
enviable orator with a life dedi-
cated for the promotion of the
politics of his conviction. He
moves about like a messiah and
arouses passions in the audi-
ence for a kind of revivalism.
He made full use of his extended
iIncumbency to project his party
as a symbol of that revivalism
and the Kargil conflict came
handy in doing so. He could
cunningly steal the credit for
chasing out the Pakistan-
Lacked intruders and present-
ing rargil as 'our war', He forced
a rediscovery of India on the
people whuri',uund in BJP the
only deliverer.

The qart}fs management of
electoral politics is masterly.
Before the election it has been

able to cobble up an alliance of
23 parties — not only disparate
but also notoriously heteroge-
neous. It was contrary to the as-
sumption that the parties would
desert BJP after its ignomin-
ious fall. Through influence, in-
trigue and intimidation it can
bring together parties diago-
nally opposed to each other -— a
tribute to its adept real politick.
BJP could manage a mercurial
Ms Jayalalita for long thirteen
months! With its intimate
knowledge of opponents, their
stratagems and temperamernts
it could form successful al-
liances which invariably
hel BJP to notch up its tally.
itted against this
formidable political formation
is Indian National Congress
with more than one century's
history behind it. Nourished by
modern Indian nationalism it
spearheaded India's indepen-
ence movement, gave the
country's secular constitution
and ruri’ed India for nearly four
decades. Most of the stalwarts
of Indian politics belonged and
contributed to the Elnr_-,r of this
party. The proverbial Nehru-
Gandhi political dynasty which
is synonymous with modern
Indian history also embel-
lished it. True, there has been a
decline in the party, but like a
declining empire or civilisation
it still emits its glow. Will that
glow be enough to shore up the
party's sagging popularity?

The common Indians are
fond of mythical figures that
abound in Indian mythologies.
That fondness still lingers. The
lowerin personality of

Jawharlal Nehru once influ-
enced the Indian politics in a

way that has lew parallels in
contemporary history. After
him two more generations of

ther hung parliament looms in India, writes
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the dynasty personified by
Nehru's daughter Indira Gandhi
and later the latter's son, Rajiv
Gandhi — charted the course of
the history of modern India.
The tradition is now carried
forward by Sonia Gandhi, of
course, with the scar of her for-
eign origin,

The foreign origin is how-
ever not her only drawback in
India’s turbulent electoral poli-
tics. She is at best a political
novice further handical]zped by
her party's main plank — the
country's secular multi-cultur-
ism is now a devalued currency.
The stability — the party's cur-
rent electoral slogan is suspect
in public eye after its dismal
performance after the fall of
Vajpayee government. Sonia
Gandhi could neither articulate
her paréy planks nor clearly
explain during her entire elec-
tion campaifin how was she go-
ing to provide a one parly sla-
bility when her own party was
not quite in order.

Unlike the alliances of the
BJP which are firmly handled,
her poorly attempted alliances
are rather f{ragile, often
wrecked by dissent and misun-
derstanding. Her secular
friends, except CPI (M) have
predilection more for the BJP,
However the gloss and mystique
of the dynasty lend enough cre-
dence to Sonia’s personality.
Priyvanka and Rahul, who ac-
companied Sonia in her cam-

aign trial without the scar of
oreign origin, are added source
of strength to the Congress.

The Indian National
Congress is the only party
which has a Pan-Indian spread
and still the largest vote base as
evident from the elections held
till last year, although the base
is definitely shrinking. Only

Daily labourers in Calcutta are waiting for work and talking to
each other in front of an election symbol

what the party lacks is the dis-
creet management of its poten-
tials. The moribund, out-dated
and the corrupt leadership of
the party is not equal to the
task.

On the balance, the 13th
Loksabha election in India is
indeed a clash of the titans. The
incumbency, in the context of a
developing country, is usually a
liability. But the caretaker gov-
ernment of Vajpayee has been
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able to turn it into an asset. The
prudent use of incumbency has
given Vajpayee an edge in the
election. Whether that will
work as an election winning
factor in the back drop of BJP's
continuing callousness with re-
Fard lo minorjty persecution
latest in Mayurvunj, Orissa)
remains to be seen. Till early
next month the anxious Indiz ns
will wait, fingers crossed, to see
the election out come.

i

HE elections to the Lok
T Sabha and somme

Legislative Assem-hlies
are crucial for our democracy.
The minorities, particularly
Muslims who constitute 13-14
per cent of population play an
important role in elections. Mr,
Sharad Pawar publicly
acknowledged that the
Congress(l) would not have lost
the last parliamentary elec-
tions had the Muslims voted for
it. He had also appealed to the
Muslims to forgive the party
and support it. It is ironical
that the same Mr, Pawar, who
split the Congress(l). is now
askirig them not to vole for that
party and, instead, to back his
Nationalist Congress. A cause
for concern is that the secular
vole is now getting repeatedly
EF]“ and going to the BJP-led
alliance. Even the champions
of secularism and sworn ene-
mies of the BJP such as Mr.
Ram Vilas Paswan and the Kar-
nataka Chief Minister, Mr. J.
H. Patel, have made a beeline
for the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance. Almost
all erstwhile socialists have
betrayed secularism and are
supporting the forces of com-
munalism, causing concern to
the minorities.

Uttar Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra are very crucial to the
victory of the secular forces.
The Mulayam Singh Yadav and
Pawar factors will play an im-
portant role there. Both the
Samajwadi Party (SP) of Mr.
Mulayam Singh and the
Congress(l) are competing for

The Minorities and the Polls

by Asghar Ali

the Muslim vote. The Dalit vote
will mainly go to the Bahujan
Samaj Party of Mr. Kanshi
Ram and that ol the backward
classes will be split between the
SP and the BJP, with Mr. Mu-
layam Singh mainly claiming
the Yadav vote. Somie Muslim
leaders and secularists in U.P.
say the bulk of the Muslim vote

will go 1o the Congressl(l}, while -

others feel that it will be split
Fifty-fift between the
Cnngressﬁ'] and the SP, Very
few Muslims are likely to vote
for the BSP. But had there been
an alliance between the
Congress(l) and the BSP, the
bulk of the Muslims would in
all likelihood have ‘voted for
the alliance and both the BJP
and the SP would have suffered.

Observers maintain that
Brahmins in U.P., who are said
lo be dissatisfied with the BJP,
are keenly watching the Muslim
voting trend. If they are
convinced that the bulk of the
Muslim vote will go to the
Congress(l). they would follow
suit. The Bralimins., the ob-
servers say, would bet only on
the winning horse. The Mus-
4ms in U.P. seem to be an
with Mr. Mulayam Singh on
two counts - for not doing any-
thing to ameliorate their con-
ditions. Even in police re-
cruitment mostly Yadavs were
sclected and very few Muslims
were taken. Second, he is
blamed for “betraying’ the
formation of a secular govern-
ment at the Centre after the fall
of the BJP Government. At the

same time, there is no visible
trend of the Muslims voting for
the Congress(l) though their
alienation is not as intense as it
was before. Mr. Salman Khur-
shid, PCC(I) president, has not
beernn able to win over their
hearts. A veteran Muslim Con-
gressman told me that many
Muslims even looked at him
with suspicion. Another opin-
ion is that the Muslims will not
volte en masse for any party but
may vote tactically to defeat

BJP-led alliance This

the
sgems largely true.

The BSP has given ticket to
Muslims in proportion to the
community’'s population in
U.P. This is a healthy trend and
if the CnnFressm also follows
this, it will be able to win over
many Muslims. In Maharash-
tra also, the Muslims also do
not face an easy choice, In the
last Lok Sabha elections, Mr.,
Pawar was the architect of a
secular alliance consisting of
the SP and the Republican

. Party, which attracted Muslim

votes en masse and the Shiv
Sena-BJP candidates won only
15 seats out of 48, whereas the
Congress(l) alliance bagged 35
seals. But this time round, the
scene is gloomy and the Sena-
BJP alliance has taken heart
from the Congress(l) split. Mr,
Pawar is trying hard to win
over the Muslims. Though they
have placed their demands be-
fore him, the Muslims suspect
that he might support the BJP-
led alliance at tﬂe Centre. In
any case. his splitting the

Congress(l] will certainly bene-
fit the BJP at the Centre. The
Ulema Council in Maharashira
recently formulated a charter of
demands including reservation
for Muslims in jobs and in edu-
cational institutions and rep-
resentation to the community
in proportion to its population
in the Legislative Assembly and
in Parliament. But it goes
rather too far when it demands
that Article 44 requiring the
Centre to enforce a uniform
civil code be abolished. First,
no Government is going to
abolish the personal laws and
enforce a uniform civil code
and, secondly, such a demand
would only give the communal
forces an issue they are looking
for lo donsolidate the Hindd
vote. Leaders and intellectuals
of the Muslim community
should be eareful while formu-
lating their demands.
Reservation in jobs for Mus-
lim as a whole willl be counter-
roductive, triggering a back-
ash from the upper caste Hin-
dus, On the other hand. the de-
mand for reservation for back-
ward class Muslimns corre-
sponding to their Hindu coun-
terparts is more than justified.
The plea for reservation in edu-
cational institutions is also
justified. The Muslims are also
demanding the setting up of
minority financial corpora-
tions both at the Centre and in
the States so that they could get
loans for starting businesses
and for buying taxis and au-
torickshaws at a lower rate.

This will boest the income of
sell-employed Muslims as
many Muslims are self- em-
ployed. Their representation in
government jobs, specially in
the police, should also in-
crease. It is woefully low at pre-
sent. The demand for propor-
tional representation in the As-
semblies and Parliament is
reasonable. The representation
of Muslims in Parliament in
post-independence India has
never exceeded 7 per cent.

The Ulema Council is likely
appeal to the Muslims to vote
for the Nationalist Congress in
the Assembly elections and for
the Congress(l) for the Lok
Sabha elections. This'is a tacti-
cal move, intended to defeat the
sena-BJP at the State level and
the BJP and Sena candidates at
the Central level. The pulling
down of the Babri Masjid is no
longer an emotional issue, but
in Maharashtra implementa-
tion of the Srikrishna Com-
mission report continues to
have a relevance for the Mus-
ims of Mumbai. which wit:
nessed riots in the wake of the
demolition. In Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Gu-
jarat, Karnataka and Kerala,
the Muslims are expected to
vote by and large for the
Congress(l). Earlier, in Kar-
nataka, the Muslims massively
voted for the Janata Dal. But
the Dal is a shambles now and
the Muslims will switch to the
Congress(l). The same, it seems,
is the case in Andhra Pradesh.
Mr. N. Chandrababu Naidu and

his Telugu Desam Party have no
more appeal for the Muslims as
he is supporting the BJP Gov-
ernnment at the Centre. Even
otherwise, the Congressll)
seems lo be on a comeback
trail. By promising to ban the

RS5S5. the VHP and the Bajrang
Dal, it has increased its appeal
for the minorities. The Cﬂr's—
tian ~communily, which has
been under attack by these
Sangh Parivar outfits would
also welcome the promise. In
the northeast, the Christiaas
are much more influential and
the BJP has not much ground
support there.

The Muslims in Tamil Nadu
would seemh 'to prefer the
AIADMEK- Congress(l) dlliance
to the DMK-BJP line-up, Ms.
Jayalalitha has also told the
Muslims that she would have
no truck with the BJP in future.
In Bihar, the Rashtriya Janata
Dal of Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav
will continue to attract the
Muslim wvote, Now that the
Congress(l] is also aligning
with the RJD, it will have even
greater appeal. In 'West Bengal,
bf course, there will be no
change as the Left Front's pasi-
tion seems unshakeable and the
Muslims have great faith in it.
Apart from these general
trends, the Muslims, the Chris-
tians and the other minorities
will vote tactically, supporting
the CPI, the CPIIM) and incle-
pendents to defeat the BJP-led
alliance,

By arrangement with The
Hindu of India

in Pakistan to complete half

his or her term of office. To
this extent, Nawaz Sharif has
some cause to celebrate. But
despite his crushinﬁ ar-
liamentary majority, the l:l)alu.at
two-and-a-half years have not
been smooth saﬁing for the PM.
His government has been
rocked by a series of crises,
mostly ol his own making.
From the showdown with the
ex-President and ex-Chief Jus-
tice to the abrupt dismissal of
the previous army chief, Nawaz
Sharif has governed with all
the pulse-racing. ulcer-causing
abandon of a compulsive gam-
bler.

This roller-coaster ride may
not have taught the Muslim
League leader any lessons, but
it has brought home to the rest
of us the importance of an effec-
tive opposition: Without this
essential pillar of democracy,
this government has run
roughshod over every institu-

on, But the opposition,
reduced to tatters in the Muslim
League landslide in 1997, is still
reeling from the plethora of ev-

IT IS rare for an elected leader

A Sorry State of Affairs

Irfan Husain is worried about politics of Pakistan

idence of corruption against its
leader, Benazir Bhutto.
However, despite the diffi-
cult times the F!EF is passing
through currently, it remains
the only political alternative to
the Muslim League. And the
sooner it emerges from its pre-
sent slump the better for it and
the country. Unfortunately, its
fortunes are so closely linked
to the fate of the Bhuttos that
their leader's current woes have
prevented its resurgence in the
wake of the ruling party's diffi-
culties. Nevertheless, whatever
our feelings for Benazir Bhutto
and her spouse, it is in our in-
terest to see the revival of the
PPP. As we have witnessed time
and again, the large number of
longa’ parties and religious
and ethnic cFrnupings may be
fine to build an anti-govern-

ment alliance, but they have no

hope of gaining power through

the electoral process.

I have otten asked my PEP
friends why they don't dump
Benazir Bhutto as she has be-
come such a liability for their
party. They tell me that what-
ever their personal reserva-
tions about their leader, the
fact is that without her, the
party would split along provin-
cial lines. Apparently. she is
the only one with the stature to
hold it together. This is a sad
reflection on a political organi-
zation established thirty years
ago, but this state of affairs is
an indication of the lengths
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, his widow
and his daughter have gone to
in order to ensure that the party
should remain a family fief-
dom. In or out of power, the ri-
valries and tensions between
senior members of the party
seethe just below the surface.

This infighting is encouraged

by Benazir Bhutto who has en-
sured that nobody can question
her leadership. This is precisely
why there have never been any
elections within the PPP: apart
from wanting to handpick her
close associates, the PPP leader
does not wish a colleague to es-
tablish a base within the party,

Given these in-built [or
Bhutto-built) problems and
constraints, how can the PPP
hope to stage a comeback on the
national stage? Khalid Ahmed,
the well-known journalist and
an old friend. sent me a paper
he wrote recently on the subject
::jalied "What the PPP should

0."

Basically, Khalid has ar-
gued that the Kargil fiasco rep-
resents a watershed in our his-
tory, and has handed the PPP
an opportunity to present the
country with a clear-cut alter-
native. Instead of being a Mus-

lim League clone, it should re-
vert to its rools of being a secu-
lar, liberal and progressive
party. The party leadership
must realize that the army is a
conservative, right-wing insti-
tution that will neither wel-
come nor facilitate its return to
power. Therefors, instead of
constantly trying to appease it
and blindly supporting its
high-risk policies in the region,
the PPP must recognize that the
world has changed, Economic
strength ‘and not military
might determines a country's
standing in the world. In this
scenario, nations need to think
and act in a responsible, ratio-
nal manner to gain the respect
and the support of the world
community.

Pakislan is truly a unique
coupntry. Two-and-a-half years
ago, the PPP was shattered and
its leader reviled around the

world. But in a very short pe-
riod, Nawaz Sharif has created
conditions for the return of his
nemesis through his bull-in-a-
china-shop style of governance,
Unfortunately, her own limita-
lions as a person and as a
politician prevent her from
capitalizing on her rivals
blunders.

Normally, we would shrug
our shoulders, say "Too bad!"
and get on with life. But alas,
we are stuck with the PPP,
warts and all. If our hard-won
democracy is to function at all,
a viable opposition is essential.
And if tﬁe opposition is as
shop-worn and soiled as the
PPP, there is very little we can
do about it. However, its leader
has been presented a golden op-

ortunity to burnish her and

er party's image and return to
the fray. But I would be pleas-
antly surprised if she were to
bite the bullet and come out
with a plea of "Mea Culpal” to
the nation.

Maybe she is waiting for all
of us to say: "BB come back. All
is forgiven."”

Courtesy: The Dawn of Pakistan

HE publication of India's
draft nuclear doctrine is
an ominous develop-
ment {or South Asia as it seeks
to disturb the strategic equilib-
rium established after last
year's nuclear explosions. The
contents ol the nuclear plan, re-
leased by the National ecurity
Advisery Board, have nol come
as i1 big surprise because the
outlines of the nuclear doctrine
had been unveiled by Mr Bri-
{l";‘ﬂh Mishrﬂh P:;in;f Minister
ajpayee’'s princ secret
J adviser to India's Haﬂuanrgl
Security Council, in an inter-
view to The in
June. But what has surprised
marny observers is the ti of
the publication of the docu-
mernt. Why should a care-taker
government release to the
a document dealing with a
highly sensitive issue barely

L]

*

Lok Sabha elections?

The opposition parties in
India have alleged tﬁat by nu-
clear sabre-rattling the BJP
government intends to use the
nuclear issue, like the Kargil
conflict, to prop up its electoral
prospects. Another reason
which may explain the timing
of the announcement is that In-
dia intends to loit the cur-
rent goodwill and sympathy of
the international community,
following the Kargil conflict. to
its full advantage.

The calculation in New
Delhi appears to be that, in the
prevailing international mood,
its nuclear ambitions will not
arouse that much disapproval
and opposition from the powers
that matter as they t have
otherwise provoked. ile the

document provides some
insight into India’'s nuclear

three weeks before the crucial . “ambitions, some important de-

by Afzal

tails have been kept intention-
ally vague.

For instance, the nuts and
bolts of the control and com-
mand structure and the defini-
tion of what India means by "a
minimum deterrent” are miss-
ing in the document. It inten-
tionally aveids gquantifying the
size of India's proposed nuclear
arsenal. However, the empha-
sis is on surviyability and retal-
iation which is sought to be en-
sured by "a triad of aircraft,
mobile land-based missiles and
sea-based assets.”

By developing a nuclear ar-

senal, comprising air, land and -

sea-based nuclear deterrent, the
nhllective is to arm itself with a
reliable second-strike capabil-
ity under all circumstances.
Submarines, armed with
atomic weapons, will perhaps
form the most formidable part
of India's nuclear arsenal. It

uclear Instability in Sout

Mahmood

may be noled that since ninclear
submarines are difficult to tar-
get, key nuclear powers. includ-
ing Britain and Franee, have
not subjected their nuclear
submarines to arms reduction
agreements,

An eflective intelligence and
early warning system. a robust
control and command system
and political control over the
nuclear button through the
prime minister or his desig-
nated nominee are the other
important features of the nu-
clear doctrine. Specifics about
the control and command
structure have nol been pro-
vided. When Mr Brijesh Mishra
was asked whether the chain of
command was modelled on the
pattern of other nuclear weapon
states, he gave an evasive an-
swer by s;;ljyln[f that it was a
unique individual model tai-
lored to peculiar and specific

Asi
needs of his country.

The document.
makes il clear that the com-
mand and cintrol of nuclear
and conveniional weapons
should be kept separate. The
combines nuclear doctrine as
well as strategic issues, is sur-
prisingly silent on the eco-
nomic dimensions of the pro-
gramme. A triad deployment of
deterrent will involve huge fi-
nancial outlay over the years.
Mr Bharat Karnad who, as a
member of the National Secu-
rity Advisery Board, was ac-
tively involved in the prepara-
tion of the nuclear b ueprin‘i.
has estimated that the
weaponization programine will
cost atl least 16 billion dollars
over the next three decades.

India's nuclear doclrine
seeks to put ils nuclear prowess
at par with China’s: Beijing's
nuclear capability is estimated

however, -

gramme. The Defence Commit-

to have cost upwards of 110 bil-
lien dollars. Recent sludies
have conclusively shown that
the needed nuclear infrastruc-
ture will cost many times more
than the cost of nuclear
weapons. Therefore, Pakistan's
strategic planning should lay
emphasis on a credible mini-
mum deterrent without gelting
involved in a nuclear arms race
with India. The Indian docu-
ment calls for security- and
safety-oriented mechanisms to
lg_.uard against the dangers in-

erent in a weaponization pro-

tee of Pakistan cabinet has
rightly observed that the In-
dian intention to deploy and
put into operation nuclear
weapons and delivery systems
is fraught with “serious risks
and dangers” for Pakistan.

Courtesy : The Dawn of Pak-
istan |

Beneath the

Shifting Sands

Pakistan has been left with the
dilemma of either upping the level of
its support to Kashmiris by militarily
backing them, and thus running the

risk of further

losing international goodwill, or

supplementing it by more flexible,
diplomatic course of action.
Syed Talat Hussain writes from
Islamabad

THE shift on the nature of
dialogue on Kashmir was
more pronounced than it
seemed. From "Kashmir could
only be discussed at the inter-
national level” to "we can take
it up at any level”, the change
was unmistakable, Islamabad
also cast off its chronic aver-
sion to the Simla Agreement
and senior ministers in the
Nawaz Sharif government ac-
tually made statements in
favour of the pag¢t, which ac-
cording to the Indian interpre-
tations, had bilateralised
Kashmir,

Beneath these shifting sands
of Pakistan's Kashmir policy
was another level of unmistak-
able change. And it was the way
Islamabad's decision-makers
looked at the new dynamics of
the Kashmiri struggle. The
Kashmiri freedom struggle was
always promoted as a force
which could bleed the Indians
as the Afghan struggie suppos-
edly bled the Russians in
Afghanistan. However, the
brutal repression of the Indian
lorces of the Kashmiris and the
massive Killing of the flower of
Kashmiri youth involved in the
struggle had surely taken some
wind out of its sails. This left
Pakistan with the dilemma of
either upping the level of its
support to the struggle by mili-
tarily backing it, and thus
running the risk of further los-
ing international goodwill, or
supplementing it by more flexi-
ble, diplomatic course of action.
The Lahore process was pre-
cisely that course of action.

The domestic dynamics need
some explanation: Economics
is overtaking politics. India
sees its formidable economic
potential. Pakistan sees its
formidable economic problems.

But then came Kargil and in-
cidents like the shooting of the
Pakistani plane. Far from be-
ing a dissolving trouble spot,
Kashmir is relapsed to its role
as a potential trigger of a nu-
clear war between India and
Pakistan. What are the
prospects of a solution to the
Kashmir problem?

From the vantage point of
the present bittgoness in Islam-
abad-Delhii ties. President Bill
Clintth's letide-diplomtacy? urg-

ing both India and Pakistan to .

re-start the Lahore process of
talks, might appear out of sync
with reality. From the outside
world's perspective, however,
this remains the only hope of
solving the nutstandin& dis-
putes between India and Pak-
istan, including Kashmir. The
constant pressure by Washing-
ton and the rest of the world on
India and Pakistan to go back
to the negotiating table in the
same spirit as the Nawaz-Vaj-
payee meeting in Lahore, shows
an expectation that if the two
sides talk to each other over a
lonﬁer period of time, solutions
will emerge to even the most
intractable and divisive issues.

This is the reason, more
than any other, that western
diplomats and policy makers.
were horrified at the outbreak
of the Kargil crisis. The whole
episode exploded in the face of
their sanguine hope that India
and Pakistan were on the verge
of a genuine breakthrough. In-
deed informed western diplo-
mats claim that one of the
many possible solutions to the
Kashmir problem which could
have been sold to both Islam-
abad and Delhi was a division
of Kashinir, five-year autonomy
to the valley and some adjust-
ments. "here and there” on the
Line of Control. They believe
that if Delhi and Islamabad had
not locked horns over Kargil,
Fligghmjr could have been set-
tled.

But this might-have-been is
not. India and Pakistan, in-
stead of talking to each other.
are spitting fire. Moreover, the
secret diplomatic channels,
which Delhi and Islamabad had
used, to reach a "time-bound
discussion on the Kashmir is-
sue" are now closed. The BJP
government is busy in the elec-
tions and the Nawaz Sharif
government is busy trying to re-
establish its "hard-line creden-

“tials",

Just as the government was

s

The “crisis™ contlinues...

of dangerous discontent.

on an unrealistic campaign to
make peace with India before
Kargil, it is now going to absurd
lengths to lead the hate senti-
menl against Delhi. It does not
take a genius. in such circum-
stances, to pessimistic about
revitalisation of a meaningful
dialogue between the two coun-
tries. Even more unlikely is the
scenario of such a dialogue, if it
takes place at all, will lead to a
viable solution to the Kashmir
problem. _

An aggravating factor is the
hangover of the Kargil crisis
and the unfortunate play of
events in its aftermath. There is
no doubt that Delhi is on a
strategic hiﬁh. It is wallowin
in the fact that it has been able
lo extract a so-called retreat
from Pakistan in Kargil and
that Islamabad's diplomatic
stature has not been enhanced
by this particular conflict. The
BJP government, which para-
doxically before Kargil, was try-

ing to win voles by selling peace
with Pakistan to the Indian
volers is now beating its war

drums to ensure that it gets a
comfortable majority in the
Lok Sabha. Indeed some pre-
poll surveys predict that the
BJP might be able to gain
around 47 per cent of the total
vote, improving its previous
electoral strength. What is
more, Delhi also realises that it
is the beneficiary of the inter-
national evaluation of the
Kargil crisis, which tends to lay
the blame at Pakistan's
doorstep. It was hard enough to
talk to India on Kashmir; in
this mood, it is exceedingly un-
likely that Delhi will show any
flexibility towards the issue in
its dialu%u& with Pakistan.
Delhi's policy establishment is
Persisting with its standard
ine that there can be no dia-
logue with Pakistan as long as
Islamabad does not end its "ter-
rorism” in occupied Kashmir.

This kind of pugnacity is
breeding a matching mood in
Pakistan, where the ascendant
view in the establishment is not
conducive for any dialogue with
India. Recent Foreign Office
briefing by Shamshad Ahmad
Khan, in"which he said that
Pakistari»would be obliged to
follow suit if India inducts nu-
clear weapons in its forces is a
pointer to this fact. In any case
the wounds of Kargil, sell-in-
flicted in mosl cases, are deep
and the feeling in certain quar-
ters of the armed forces is tl at
of disappeintment over wt at
they believe has been a worthy,
but wasted effort.

It is this mood in the power-
ful sections of the Pakistani
establishment which is fuelling
the right-wing religious parties
and hard-line Kashmiri groups
protests against the govern-
ment. These groups in a way are
stealing the show which only
two months ago was run by Is-
lamabad's and Lahore's peace-
makers, and two- trackers.

The front rows of the public
opinion are filled with vocal
anti-Indian groups and those
who were all for peace have
gone back to their secure
crevices.

This is a loaded environ-
ment and dialogue with India is
a three-word phrase which
could mean a lot of trouble. The
Nawaz Sharif government is
flying with the flow of this sen-
timent; it is most unlikely to
take the risk of changing its
course,

This freezes Kashmir in the
storage of hostility, which had
begun to thaw after the Lahore
process. The dynamics of do-
mestic politics and the bitter-
ness generated by Kargil and the
later events is poisoned the en-
vironment so much that there
is no room to even express an
open desire from either side to
get back to the negotiating
table. as the US President, in
his latest letter, wanted them
to. Worse, there is little trust
left in Islamabad and in Delhi
in each other's intentions. In-
dia believes that Pakistan
pulled a fast on it in Kargil and
Pakistan believes that India

warnts to twist the peace process

to its own unfair advantage in
Kashmir, which it seems is des-
tined to see many more seasons




