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Army jawans at work on a city street to get the traffic flow in order.

—Star plioto: A K M Mohsin
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overnment delegation
Dr
Towfig-E-Elahi Chowdhury is
due to leave for US next week to
participate in a seminar on gas
utilisation in Bangladesh hos-
ted by US-B adesh Business
Council {(UBBC)-- a forum of
American oil companies, sour-
ces concerned said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who is scheduled to at-
tend the UN General Assembly
session in New York, may also
participate in the seminar. The
UBBC has invited Hasina and
US Secretary for Energy Bill
Richardson to attend the semi-
nar, the sources pointed out,

A preliminary report on the
“Strategy for Gas Utilisation
for Bangladesh” by James
Chemical Company is likely to
be presented at the seminar.
The study was undertaken with
an American assistance.

However, James Chemical
has obtained 'very little data'
from Bangladesh government
to justify its” study. “There is
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Putting the c

hardly any interaction between
James Chemical representa-
tives who include non-energy
sector experts like Forrest E
Cookson and Petrobangla or
the Energy Ministry.” noted one
SOUrce.

The study was basically
aimed at convincing Bangla-
desh that it does not have 'much
options’' other than exporting
gas.

“This study is a farce!” the
source said. "A gas utilisation
study should be a follow-up
study of a gas reserve study.
How can you sugpest how we can
utilise our gas without estimat-
ing how much gas we have?”

The Americans are also
providing assistance to Bang-
ladesh for a gas reserve study,
The US Geological Survey, a
prestigious entity, is currentl
conducting the gas reserve study
for Eangﬁades as part of a
global energy reserve assess-
ment scheme. Its report is due
in December. But, ironically,
the Gas Utilisation Study report
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Under-sourced, irrelevant gas study gives bureaucrats a trip to US

By Sharier Khan

is due in October.

James Chemical began the
utilisation study early this year
and it started giving early re-
ports in June-July.

Sources said that late in
July, a government committee
headed by Additional Secretary
of Energy Ministry Syed Tanvir
Hossain reviewed the “incep-
tion report” of the Gas Utilisa-
tion Study and found some
major flaws in its’ approach.

The Committee observed
that the Terms Of Reference
(TOR] of the Study demanded
James Chemical first to esti-
mate Bangladesh's gas reserves
and then make recommenda-
tions. But the Inception Report
focussed on gas utilisation on
the basis of some vaguely out-
lined gas reserve estimates. The
Committee felt that the gas re-
serve analysis was faulty,

The Inception Report said
that according to Petrobangla
estimates, the country's gas re-
serve was between 10.7 trillion
cubic feet (TCF) and 13 TCF

How can we scrap a deal

not signed as yet?

Hasina does not see public cause in BNP campaign

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said the BNP-led
ition has chosen a course

gﬁtauun which will not suc-
. for it lacks a public cause,

s=8he said-her party, Awami-’

League, had taken a similar
course of action against the
gﬁuv:rnmem of Khaleda Zia in
the early nineties, but it was
ﬂ%hting for people's franchise.
BNP, however, does not have a
similar public cause. "(That's
why) we succeeded, but BNP
won't,”

While delivering her valedic-
tory speech in the Jatiya
Sangsad just before the proro-
gation of the session yesterday
afternoon, she observed that
mere copying of a strategy did
not help secure a political vic-
tory. The six working day ses-

diagnostic centre is con-
structed at one of the busiest
intersections in the city with-
out pmger parking facilities.

Residents of the Bashiruddin
Road and Green Road said once
launched, the medicare centre
would put serious strain on the
already overburdened traffic
system in the area.

Traffic congestion during

A Rajuk riddle

A nine-storey hnsﬁital and

By Staff Cnrrespondf:nt

sion bégan on August 29.
The prime minister satiri-

cally said that the opposition
movement including its ‘so-
called long marches’ has so far
produced mothing ‘other- than-
inﬂim.h\ﬁl?uﬁts to some peo-
ple inc ng the opposition
chief ‘Whlgl .

She, ‘therefore’, called upon

the Opposition ‘to say whatever
it has to say inside the parlia-

ment’.
Referrin to Opposition
leader and BNP chie aleda

Zia's announcement that she
would not join the parliament
session unless the Cabinet deci-
sion on the proposed tranship-
ment of Indian goods through
Bangladesh territory is not dis-
cussed in the House, the PM
said: "We arranged the discus-

Feak hours is a signature mark
or the intersection. To make
matters worse, Rajuk has ap-
proved construction of several
multistoried housing com-
plexes on the narrow Bashir-
uddin Road over the last few
years.

The 53-bed Comfort Diag-
nostics is being built in clear

violation of the Building Con-

See Page 11 Col 7

With parking space for 14 vehicles, the nine-storey hospital
building at the busy intersection of Green Road and
Bashiruddin Road in the capital has all the ingredients to
worsen the already overburdened traffic system.

—Star photo
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sion. but she clid not turn up.
Instead, she is :1sserting outside
the House thiat the ‘tran-
shipment eeinent’ has to be
scrapped. How c gn we scrap an

Hasina hoped that the oppo-
sition leader wiuld join the
next session of p.arliament and
explain reasons fur her opposi-
tion to the idea oi® giving goods
transhipment facility to India.
“She wiﬁ be allowed’! to speak on
the issue for hours.... | would re-
gquest the Chair to allow her to
say whatever she wrants to say
on the subject. | hop &2, she would
tell the House that Ziaur Rah-
man allowed transit facilities
to India and the succ:essive gov-
ernments, including { he one she

See Page 11 Ci3l 7

DMP ban
on rallies

around
Secretariat

As the opposition prepares
for a massive showdown -::lurin%
its planned sit-in in front o
Bangladesh Secretariat on
September 12, the government
has decided to impose a ban on
%?'%Erings around it, reports

Dhaka Metropolitan  Police
will impose the ban on gather-
ings in certain areas around the
Secretariat from midnight on
September 11, said Police
Commissioner AKM Shamsud-
din Ahmed. "Stern action will
be taken against the law viola-
tors,” he told the news agency
last night. |

The road crossings and ar-
eas, where gatherings will be
restricted, are Golap Shah
Mazar, House Building Finance
Corporation. Bijoy Nagar, Mat-
sha Bhaban,; Osmani Udyan,
Government Employees Hospi-

b

See Page 11 Col 7

Talking toilghh

BNP prepares for its ‘biggest show’
in 38 months of AL government
: By Rezaul Karim

The opposition BNP has
completed all preparations for
making its sit-in-demonstra-
tion in front of the Secretariat
on- Sunday the 'biggest ever
street agitation in 38 months' of
this government, £

BNF a.u tis alllance pari-
ners - Jatiya Party, Jarnaat-e-
Islami and Islamic Oikkya Jote
(I0J} -- have taken up the 'si-
multaneous the programme’
which will begin at 9am and
continue till zc]:)m to protest the
government decision “to pro-
vide corridor facility to India in
the name of transshipment”

The four parties are also
likely to announce 'tougher and
non-stop action programmes’
like hartal, gherao and barri-
cade [rom the planned sit-in to
intensify the anti-government
agitation,; according to alliance
sources.

“The sit-in demonstration
will be the first step towards the
one-point oust-government
movement and this is why we
have taken all preparations to
make it a total success,” said a
BNP policy maker, -

- The parties hdve ‘aiso ~de-

ded to cajl hartal for not less
than 48 hours if the govern-
ment obstructs the “peaceful”
programme or the demonstra-
tors are attacked “Two hartals
have already become due to
protest the so-called public se-
curity act and the home minis-
ter's adverse comment on the
Judiciary,” the leader said,

He, however, said BNP has
decided to observe the pro-
gramme in a peaceful and dis-
ciplined manner and instruc-
tions have been given to all its
units not to react to any provo-

See Page 11 Col 7
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Rajuk rules flout

By Staff Correspondent

Askiing for the report card

Public security, extortion are the issues for mid-term review
By Inam Ahmed

The donors have wanited to
know in clear terms 'wha!: plans
the government has' to root out
extortion and terrorism t(» pro-
tect human rights.

"Development pariners
consider that insecurity an.d ex-
tortion are among the mosit se-
rious problems faced by the
poor.” said a report of the
donors sent to the governmient
yesterday, highlighting the pri-
ority issues for discussion in
the mid-term review slated for
September 13-14. “Insecurity
and extortion threaten to Lin-
dermine efforts to promeote .In-
vestment and economic deve:l-
opment. '

"What plans does  gorv-
ernment have to root ot such
abuses, while protecting the
rights of the poor and the vas:it
majority of citizens not engage:i
in these activities?” they asked

Expressing concern over the
recent eviction of slump dwe-
llers and sex workers, donors

said, “While the deteriorating
law and order situation has
occupied considerable attention
during 1999, actions taken
since July against several hun-
dred sex workers in Narayan-
ganj and tens of thousands of
slum dwellers in August con-
tinue to give cause for serious
concern.

“The elected government

- needs to demonstrate sensitiv-

ity to ensure that the basic
rights of all citizens are pro-
tected and not seen as sec-
ondary to other priorities. Poor
and vulnerable groups, such as
women and children, should
have their social, economic,
civil and political rights rigor-
ously safeguarded.”

While greater sensitivity to
remedy the current situation is
important, donors said, "fur-
ther commitment to realise the
Human Rights Commission
during FY 1999-2000 is also
due." This would give much

needed institutional shape to
the protection of human rights
in Bangladesh.

They demanded a clear indi-
cation of the government's fu-
ture strategy in urban planning
and management, especially
with regard to the rights of the
poor and vulnerable groups.

The donors also said the
government needs to announce
a date for upazila elections to
lend credibility to its decentral-
isation policy.

About public administra-
tion reform, the donors' paﬁr
said although the Public Ad-
minigtration Reform Commis-
sion (PARC] recommendations
are limited in scope, they were
worthwhile and a specific
timetable for implementation
from the government is needed
to add credibility.

“The PARC recommendas-
tions are far from sufficient to
vackle long-runnfhg con-
straints on more effective and

efficient public administration.
A more constructive approach
appears necessary and devel-
opment partners would wel-
come a statement on what key
issues the government is com-
mitted to address prior to the
next election.”

The donors urged the gov-
ernment to take measures to
bring more transparency in
contracts and look into re-

" ported abuses in key areas of

revenue collection, police and
justice.

They also said the office of
Ombudsman has not yet been
established and the develop-
ment partners continue to look
forward to progress on this
front.

On the banking sector, the
donors’ report said the linger-
ing problems of the sector are
rooted in the failure of gover-
nance and breakdown of finan-
cial discipline.
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Ctg AL chieftains lock horns
over chamber post

Babu stancls for son while Mosharraf

CHITTAGONG, Sept 8:
Disgraced ruling party leader
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury

Babu and a local minister are
locked in a 'battle to capture’
leadership of Chittagon
Chamber of Commerce an
Industry (CCCI), the election of
which remains postponed for

over eight months, sources
concemed said.

Babu is bac his son Sai-
fuzzaman Chowdhury Javed,

who is now Vice President of
CCCI, to get elected as president.
Minister for Civil Aviation,
Tourism and Works Mosharraf
Hossain backs his younger
brother Moazzem Hossain for

fights for brother

From Nurul Alam

the post, the sources mentioned.

The minister's brother is
alsio backed bv another Awami
Le:ague leader hiere, AZM Nasir,
wh o deserted his ‘'mentor' Babu

due: to rivalry between them.

£\8 a sequel to rivalry be-
twee:n Babu and Mosharraf,
CCC'l members were 'sharply
divid'ed’' in two rival camps over
som¢: election-related issues
that 1ed to a legal battle.

The election of CCCI, sched-
uled o have been held on De-
cemberr 20 last year, was post-
poned following a court injunc-
tion as: some members support-
{fif th minister's brother filed

cases.

A fresh date for the election
is yet to be fixed as the legal
battle is still on. i

Besides, no efforts were be-
ing made for an understanding
between the two rival camps for
holding the election, CCCI
sources said.

The 'division' arose mainly
from a dispute over granting of
membership to 600 new appli-
cants, renewal of membership
of some old CCCIl members and
a plea by one group to hold the
election without holding the
annual general meeting, post-
poned earlier by a court order.
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while the Independent Oil Com-
panies (IOCs) estimated it to be
30 to 50 TCF. James Chemical
proposed that it would make
separate sets of recommenda-
lions against both the esti-
mates.

The Committee giving its ob-
servations on the inception re-
port said, “The review of data
available on gas reserve analy-
sis and then to come up with the
best basis for study considering

ossible variation would have
en the prudent way to estab-
lish the basis for Strategic Gas
Utilisation Study for Bangla-
desh. But on the centrary, in
this report, it is mentioned that
their approach is to review the
existing information on the gas
reserves obtained from Petro-
bangla and I0C, which is
substantially a variation from
the original commitment.*

The Committee also main-
tained that James Chemical
had deliher*alel[y deleted the es-
timate part of gas availability
in its report and suggested it to

Recipe for progress

It must be quiet on the political
front, says Nestlé’s global chief

, Star Report .

Political stability is the key
for the development of emerg-
ing economies such as Bangla-
desh to become partners in a
globalised economy, says head
of one of world's top trans-
national companies.

Helmut Maucher, the Group
Chairman of the global food gi-
ant Nestle SA, says education
which gives " knowledge, skills
and understanding of interna-
tional markets” to all the ac-
tors in business is vital for
Emerﬁing markets like Bang-
ladesh.

And, he adds, there is no al-
ternative to openness to make
business a two-way traffic. "If
you open your market, some
people will suffer. But this is a
price you pay because you want
Imore prosperity.”

Mauchér says there is no
short-cut to building the insti-
tutions needed for a stable sys-
temn, "It cannot be done in a day,
It's a process,” Maucher told Ty
aily fmr in an exclusive inter-
view yesterday.

There's “no magic solution”
to underdevelopment in these
times of globalisation, Maucher
said.

Maucher recently ended his
tenure as chairman of Paris-
based International Chamber
of Commerce, the global organ-
isation that has long been
dubbed the United Nations of
the business world.

"And the mindset has to
change, too. You tried SAARC
but it's failing,” he said.
"Developing regional markets
is important. New institutions
cannot be run with old ideas.
You need ideas to make SAARC
a success."”

In these times of regional
cooperation when NAFTA,
AS . EU are the examples of
the day, he said the responsi-
bility lay more with bigger
pariners.

“The arrangements have to
be done in a way that does not
benefit only the big partner.
The bigger you are in power, the
more you have the responsibil-
ity,” Maucher said when asked
to review the South Asian re-
glonal scene. "Bigger partner
must ensure the growth of all
the smaller partners."
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incorporatzs it. The study also
Ignored how much investment
Lhe country's power sector
would need for optimal utilisa-
tion of gas. The company was
also supposed to identify prob-
lems and outline an action

plan, but it did not do so in the
study.

Power transmission and dis-
tribution had not been taken
into consideration and James
Chemical ?ave a vague picture
about the future of Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG), the Comuait-
tee said. It felt that besides re-
view of gas reserves; the com
pany should analyse anc de-
termine the best basis for tha
study, :

Once a reputed firm for its
advisory skills, James Chemi-
cal now lacks required man-

wer to conduct such a study. It

as assigned other companies
like Russel James, Barnes &
Click and Development & De-
mocracy for this task, one
source pointed out.
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He agreed with suggestion
that the voice of business was
getting louder and that the role
of the corporate world would
continue to grow, but said
politiclans would keep dictat-
ing terms. . .- T v e

Even when countries were
creating nuclear tensions such
as the one in this sub-conti-
nent, he said, business would
have nothing much to do in
changing the situation,

“Business cannot change this
trend,” Maucher said. “but it is

Helmut Maucher was on a
short wisit to Dhaka yes-
terday. — Star photo

a sad story (that poor countries
are in the nuclear race).”

"l ean meet (French Presi- I
dent Jacques) Chirac, but [ can-
not make him change his poli-
cies."

"We work in a framework
designed by politicians, Of
course we can talk.to politi-
cians,” he said.

He did not think that mega-
mergers were posing a threat to

competition, arguing that such
developments were at worst
creating a duopoly. “And
duopoly is a fierce competi- |
tion,” Maucher said, citing the
market wars between soft drink
giants Coca Conla and Pepsi and
aircraft industry leaders Boeing
and Airbus.

|




