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Notts close in
on Shoaib

NOTTINGHAM., England,
Sept 8 {AFP): English county
Nottinghamshire said on Wed-
nesday they were set to com-
plete the signing of Shoaib
Akhtar, the world's fastest
bowler, within the next few
days.
Akhtar, nicknamed the
'Rawalpindi Express', has been
linked with a move to Trent
Bridge ever since he made a
spectacular impact in this
summer's World Cup.

Notts cricket manager Clive
Rice said: "There are still a few
things to be tied up but we're all
excited about the prospect of
working with him."

Although Notts are likely to
be in the second division of the
restructured County Champi-
onship next season, Akhtar is
understood to be excited by the
challenge.

Reports from Pakistan sug-
gest the 24-year-old has been
strongly influenced by former
Pakistan skipper Imran Khan,
who fell it would be beneficial
for him to work with Rice.

Double swoo
for Cagliari

MILAN, Sept 8: Italian club
Cagliari boosted their aitack on
Wednesday by signing two men
from 3Serie A rivals Fiorentina,
striker Luis Oliveira and play-
maker Domenico Morfeo, in a
deal worth around five million
dollars.

Sardinia will hold few sur-

rises for Oliveira, a Brazilian-
Bnm Belgian international who
previously spent four years
there, joining Cagliari in 1992
from Anderlecht and going on
Lo score 41 league goals.

Cagliari's current coach,
Uruguayan Oscar Washington,
was there for one of those sea-
sons; in 1994 /95, Oliveira has a
contract until the end of the
season, leaving him free to re-
sign or leave at no cost to a new
club.

Morfeo, who had only just
returned to Fiorentina after
helping AC Milan to win the
league last season, has 2 con-
tract through to 2002.

There was no room for either
man this season at Giovanni
Trapattoni Fiorentina after the
club bought two new strikers,
Yugoslav Predrag Mijatovic and
Enrico Chiesa over the summer.

The two newcomers joined
Argentinian centre-forward
Gabriel Batistuta and Tor-
tuguese piaymaker Manuel Rui
Costa at the Florence clhib, leav-
ing irapattoni with a wealth of
attacking options.

Shearer
appalled

WARSAW, Sept 8: England
captain Alan Shearer on Tues-
day blasted as /"criminal] the
decision to publish a controver-,
sial book by former Football
Association chief executive
Graham Kelly in the week of

England's final European
Championship qualifier, re-
ports AFP. -

"Shearer was criticised as be-
inﬁ ‘childish and immature' by
Kelly in his book 'Sweet FA' for
his reaction after being charged
with misconduct for kicking Le-
icester's Neil Lennon towards
the end of the 1997-98 season.

The England captain, who
was later cleared of the charge.
told a news conference in
Poland: "It is criminal that it
has been released at this time to
cause maximum damage to my-
self and maximum disruption
to an England side which is fo-
cusing on such an important
game. '

‘I'm sure everyone, our-
selves, the fans, wants to con-
centrate 100 percent on the
game and getting a good resu't,
which I believe we can."

Asked if he had got the row
out of his system, the Newcastle
striker replied: "It wasn't in my
system.

"There might be a time in the
future when I tell my side of the
story but now is not the time."

At his book launch on Mon-
day, Kelly claimed he had no in-
fluence over when his book
would hit the streets or be seri-
alised.

He said: "It is entirely out-
side my control. I signed a co:-
tract to do the book six to eight
months ago.

"It didn't appear to do Alan
Shearer any harm and there are
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P NEW YORK, Sept

4: Todd Martin
made an aston-
ishing witching-
hour comeback,
scoring 20 of the

21 points and rallying

final
from the brink of defeat to stun
Greg Rusedski in a five-set US

Open thriller on Tuesday,
reports AFP.

The 29-year-old American.
who dropped nine games in a
row to lose the first two sets,
was two points from defeat in
the third before recovering for a
9-7, 0-6, 7-6, 6-4, 6-4 victory
that was among his greatest,

"It's the only one I can re-
member at this time. It was
great,” an exhausted Martin
sald seconds after winning. "I
went out to a late hinch [ guess. |
was just fortunate I was able to
recover from that."

Minutes later., a semi-con-
scious Martin received intra-
venous fluids and was barely
able to talk, the recovery hav-
ing drained him.

Martin's midnight miracle
three' hours and one
minute and came before barely
2.000 people who lingered Tues-
day long after most
watched Venus Williams and
Martina Hingis book a women's
semifinal date.

Seventh seed Martin. who
took intravenous fluids Mon-
day after battling a stomach
virus, made 29 winners and
only two unforced errors in the
last two sets. Ninth seed Rused-
skt fell apart with 11 fifth-set
unforced errors,

"l definitely should have
won that match. Todd didn’t
win that match, I lost that
match,” Rusedski said. "He
raised his game. In those big
moments, 1 didn't raise my
game. [ went down. Obviously
I'm upset because I should be in
the quarterfinals and I'm not."

Martin, whose best Grand
Slam result was second at the
1994 Australian Open, reached
his third Slam quarterfinal of
the year after going so far only
orice in the past four years.

He will try for a semifinal
berth against 95th-ranked
Dosedel, who played no hard-
court tune-up but reached his
first Grand Slam quarterfinal
with a 6-4, 7-5, 5-7, 7-5 victory
over fellow Czech Jiri Novak.

Rusedski broke Martin for a
6-5 lead in the first set, the sec-

artin's

who -

midnight miracle

ond of nine games in a row won
by the British serve-smasher on
the day after his 26th birthday,
Martin, unshaven and weary,
appeared a totally beaten man.

Rusedski squandered two
break points in the seventh

ame of the third that would
ave put Martin two breaks
down, then came within two
points of victory on Martin's
serve at 30-30 in the ninth game
but failed to capitalise again,
setting the stage for his col-
lapse.

Martin broke Rusedski to
pull even at 5-5. then both held
to force the tiebreaker.

Alter a service winner on the
final point, Martin raised his

ST

ovation.

“That got me going,” Martin
said. "It was a great moment."

The other quarterfinal pair-
ing was set with Brazilian fifth
seed Kuerten to face France's
Cedric Pioline,

Kuerten dodged a bullet when
Swede Magnus Norman became
the event's ninth player lost to
an injury, retirinéF three points
into the second set with a
strained lower back after drop-
ping the first set 7-6.

"1 was ver{'. very lucky. He
was playing better than me,”
Kuerten said. "I thought he was
really hurt. I just put the ball
back and he was hurting so he
couldn't get the ball back.”

..........

US veteran Todd Martin playing a backhand against Great
Britain's Greg Rusedski during their US Open fourth

round fixture on September 7.

hands in the air and vyelled,
"Yes." 1t was his fifth ra]ﬁr from
two sets down to win and the
smattering of spectators re-
warded him with a. standing

— AFP photo

Pioline beat 14th-seeded
German Tommy Haas 6-4, 7-5,
6-3. to make this his best US
Open run since losing the 1993
final to Pete Sampras.

Sport

UK Athletics kicks up a row

LONDON, Sept 8: UK Athlet-
ics has embarked on a collision
course with the world governing
body after its decision to clear
former Olympic champion
Linford Christie of a doping of-
fence, reports Reuters. =

.The.1992 BarcelonaxhQ@ane
tres ”""g" Xonerated by
three-man disciplinary com-

mittee of the British governing
body on Monday after testing
positive for the steroid nan-
drolone last February.

Athletics, the major sports
of the Olympic Games, has been
hit by a series of drugs scandals
this year,

The most prominent have
involved Christie and Merlene
Ottey, the Jamaican sprinter
who has won more World

McEnroe next
US Davis Cup
captain?

NEW YORK, Sept 8: John
McEnroe came to the US Open
as a former tennis star and
television commentator, but he
is hoping to leave the tourna-
ment as the newly appointed US
Davis Cup captain; reports
Reuters. .

The tennis rumour mill has
been working overtimme with
leaks that McEnroe will be
named to the post as early as
Wednesday morning when
United States Tennis Associa-
tion president Judy Levering
holds a press conference regard-
ing the future of the US Davis
Cup team.

"That would be excellent,"
said McEnroe, hoping the USTA
will give him the nod. "Oh yeah,
I've made. it known I want the
job. I would be upset with myself
if I missed the opportunity.

"Last time, for some reason,
they had the idea I wasn't inter-

T S

Chamginnships medals than
any other athlete,

Ottey withdrew from the
Seville World Championships
last month after testing posi-
tive for nandrolone. She has
denied taking any bannéd.drugs

N el

A statement from UK Athlet-
lcs on Monday said the disci-
plinary panel had cleared
Christie of all charges because
it could not be proven that the
substance found in Christie's
urine had been caused by nan-
drolone.

"It eould not be proven be-
yond reasonable doubt that the
substance present in the sample
was derived®rom a prohibited
substance," the statement said.

The explanation is unlikely
to satisly the International
Amateur Athletic Federation
(IAAF) which did not accept a
similar finding in the case in-
volving Britain's European 200
metres champion Doug Walker.

Walker had also tested posi-
tive for nandrolone, one of a se-
ries of positive cases involving
the steroid this year across a
variety of sports.

He was cleared by UK Athlet-
ics but the [AAF called the deci-
sion erroneous and has referred
it to its arbitration panel.

"The criteria is whether a
substance is in the body or not,"
said IAAF general secretary Ist-
van Gyulai.

Two years ago the British
Athletics Federation went
bankrupt, partly through legal
costs incurred during the Diane
Modahl doping case.

The 1990 Commonwealth
800 metres champion was first
banned, then cleared of taking
the male sex hormone testos-
terone,

Civil actions by athletes
found to have taken drugs, no-
tably American former 400
metres world

LSues

record holder

Monaco. where it is not subject
to English or European laws.
"With greater commerciali-
sation there were more civil
suits.” an IAAF official said on
Tuesday. "Athletes always say
they are innocent. then they

UK Athletics spokeswoman
Jayne Pearce said on Tuesday it
had not been proven beyond
reasonable doubt that the sub-
stance found in a urine sample
taken from Christie after an
indeor meeting in Germany last
February had been caused by
nandrolone.

Pearce said two other sub-
stances, which were not on the
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) or IAAF banned
lists at the time of the test,
could have caused the positive
resuit. The substances have
since been placed on the 10C
banned list and will be added to
the [AAF's.

"“The substance found in the
urine sample could not be
clearly related to a banned sub-
stance," Pearce said.

Pearce said UK Athletics ac-
cepted the principle of strict li-
ability.

"We agree with strict liabil-
ity as well, if there's a banned
substance," she said. "But there
were two other substances as
well as nandrolone which could
have caused the finding."

The [AAF Doping Commis-
sion will now study the docu-
ment relating to. the Christie
decision and made a recom-
mendation to the IAAF Council
which is die to meet in the third
week of November. The Council
can then refer the case to its ar-
bitration panel.

The British decision will
also be noted with interest by
other sporting federations
which have banned athletes
who have tested ~positive for
nandroline,

They include Czech tennis

L Terriavon |

Move to honour
Rod Laver

SYDNEY, Sept 8: Australian
tennis officials are considering
naming Melbourne Park's Cen-
tre Court after Grand Slam
great Rod Laver, reports AFP,

Australian Open chief exec-
utive Paul McNamee said
Wednesday governing body
Tennis Australia was deciding
whether to follow the lead set at

- the French Open and US Open

venues which have named show
courts after national tennis
greats.

McNamee, the tournament
director of the Australian Open
grand slam, said Laver, now 61,
was his first choice.

"My personal preference is
that it should be tge Rod Laver
Centre Court because he is re-
garded as the greatest to have
played and he won two Grand
Slams" in 1962 and 1969, Mc-
Namee told Australian Associ-
ated Press in New York.

The USTA Tennis Centre
named its new main court after
the late Arthur Ashe, who won
the 1968 US Open. the first in
the open era, and 1975 Wimble-
don titles.

At Roland Garros, the No.l
court is named after French
great Suzanne Lenglen.

Margaret Court's name has
also been mentioned as a possi-
bility for Melbourne Park.

Now 57, Court, won a record
24 Grand Slam singles titles,
includinf 11 Australian Opens,
19 doubles and 19 mixed dou-
bles. '

McNamee told a press con-
ference total prize money for
next year's Australian Open
would increase marginally
from last year's 11.75 million
dollars (7.63 million US),

Chapple strikes
early blow

LONDON, Sept 8 (Internet re-
port): Glen Chapple struck two
early blows for Lancashire to-
day in their battle to claim the
PPP healthcare championship
runners-up spot against fellow
contenders Kent at Old Traf-
ford.

The former England A
seamer dismissed openers Ed
Smith and Robert Key in an
opening spell of 6-0-25-2 to re-
strict Kent to 21 for two after
they decided to bat in a game
both sides need to win to stay in
contention of the £45,000 prize
money for finishing second in
the table.

. Lancashire, who lie fourth
just three points adrift of sec-
ond-placed Leicestershire and
four points ahead of fifth-
placed Kent, suffered an early
blow with England opener
Michael Atherton withdrawing
after suffering a blow on his
foot during Monday's CGU Na-
tional League victory over
Hampshire.
_ But his loss failed to disrupt

Lancashire's“momentum after |

sevent unbeaten matches and
Chapple-took just three balls to
make the first breakthrough,
outwitting “Key with a slower
ball which was clipped straight
to Chris Schofield at cover.
Four overs later Chapple
struck again to remove Smith,
who was caught expertly down
the leg-side by wicketkeeper

Warren Hegg as he attempted to
flick the ball through mid-
wicket.

Alan Wells went on the of-
fensive, however, and with a se-
ries of flamboyant shots, forged
an unbroken half-century
partnership with Andrew
Symonds in just 12 overs to
steer Kent to a promising 90 for
two after 20 overs.

Wells announced his inten-
tions by driving Peter Martin
over his head for the first six of
the day, a feat he repeated off

successive balls when off-spin-
‘ner Gary Yates replaced Chap-

ple from the Warwick Road End.

Yates found turn and bounce
from an early stage of his spell,
but it failed to prevent Wells
lofting him over long on for
consecutive sixes to bring up the
50 partnership in stunning
style.

Italian Davis
Cuppers

ROME, Sept 8: Italy's non-
playing Davis Cup skjlppﬂr
Paolo Bertolucci named a [our-
man team here on Tuesday to
face Finland in this month's
play-off to stay in the World
Group, reports AFP.

Bertolucci, who watched

Che Thily Stur 15
B s sttty 5

Venus, Martina meet in semis

NEW YORK, Sept
8: Venus Williams
has never missed a
US Open semifi-
nal and this year
will be no excep-
tion.

The tremendously athletic

a2,

American ended the impressive

run of 12th seed Barbara Schett
of Austria with a 6-4, 6-3 vic-
tory on a wind-swept Tuesday
night at Arthur Ashe Stadium
to advance to the semifinals for
the third consecutive year, re-
ports Reuters.

"Last year | was unable to go
past the semifinals but this
year I'm looking forward to do-
ing better," said the confident

third seed. v

...
--------

- with a stunningly

World No 1 Martina Hingis is visibly pleased after her US

- The victory for the 19-year-
old propelled her into a final-
four showdown with world
number one Martina Hingis in
a rematch of the 1997 final.

Hingis captured that title,
but it signalled a coming-out for
the then 17-year-old Williams,
who became the first player to
reach the final in her US Open
debut since Pam Shriver 19
years earlier.

‘I'm ready to go, I'm sure
she's ready to go, o knows,
maybe she's out on the practic-
inﬁ court right now," joked
Williams.

Hingis claimed her fourth
consecutive final-four berth
6-2, 6-0
victory over unseeded German

Open quarterfinal victory over Germany's Anke Huber on

September 7.

— AFP photo

Anke Huber earlier ’I‘ue.s‘da:-,n

Huber had planted seeds in
her previous two- matches —
Jana Novotna (8] and Amelie
Mauresmo (15) — and had vi-
sions of upsets dancing in her
head after taking the first two
games from Hingis.

Those thoughts quickly
evaporated as the Swiss sensa-
tion, having figured out the
stadium's swirling winds. pro-
ceeded to reel off 12 straight
games to claim her fourth suc-
cessive semifinal berth here.

"l thought maybe in these
conditions, she's going to miss a
little bit more,” Huber said. "But
she just didn't make any easy
nﬁst&kes or any mistakes at
a .'|'|

'l was surprised by myself
how easy it went,” admitted
Hingis, who conceded all of 12
points in the second set.

"I think I'm just playing well
here. | feel confident and also |
have reason to.," added the top
seed.

Schett also had reason to
feel confident, but it didn't help
her in her first match on the US
Open’s main stage.

The Austrian, toiling amid
the chaos on the sprawling ten-
nis centre's outer courts, had
dropped a total of just nine
games in her first four matches
and had lost her serve only once
on the way to her first career
Grand Slam quarterfinal.

But under the lights in the
huge stadium, Williams' re-
markable ability to cover the
court and her more extensive
big-match experience proved

too much for the talented 23-
year-old from Innsbruck.

'l was not nervous at all, I
stepped out there and knew I
had nothing to lose," said
Schett,

"l had my chances in both
the sets. She just played better
at the big points.”

Schett also said she had
trouble dealing with the wind in
her first visit to the stadium,
while Williams was playing
there for the fourth time this
year alone.

‘Every match I've played 1
had to play in the wind except
for one, so 1 was ready for it."
Williams said.

NEW YORK. Sept 8 (AFP):
Dynamic doubles duc Mark
Woodforde and Todd Wood-
bridge will go without a Grand
Slam title for the second year in
a row after losing in the quar-
terfinals at the US Open on
Tuesday.

The Australian pair, who
won at least one Grand Slam
doubles crown every year from
1992 through 1997, fell to
Canadian Sebastien Lareau and
American Alex-O'Brien. - -

‘When we play well, [ still
think we're the best team out
there." Woodforde said. "We

A e

American Venus Williams about to serve against Barbara

haven't been able (o maintain a
high standard this year
throughout a tournament."

Woodforde, the elder of the
two, says he é}lans to stop play-
ing at the end of the year 2000,
but both said that wouldn't in-
crease the pressure next year.

‘I don't think it's pressure, |
think it's a challenge," Wood-
bridge said. "When you know
you can just go full bore, give
anything you've got, that's a
challenge. A positive way to go
at it. There's a finish line ev-
erywhere. It's-like. go hard to
the finish.”

Schett of Austria during their US Open quarterfinal at

Woodforde said they were in
some ways victims of their own
SUCCESS,

"There are other teams out
thiere that just get to see us play

a heck of a lot," he said. en
someone sits down and dissects
your game plan, you have to
come out with something. We
have to be inventive." i

TODD’S CLAIM

Todd Woodbridge, who took
himself out of Australia's Davis
Cup quarterfinal tie, is clearly
:st_ﬂ? smarting that Aussie cap-
tain John Newcombe hasn't re-
called him for the upcoming
semifinals.

"I haven't had any commu-
nication with the team."” Wood-
bridge snapped when he and
longtime doubles partner Mark
Woodforde were asked about
their expectations for the semi-
final against Russia in Bris-
bane later this month.

Woodforde has been named,
and could even wind up playing
singles if injuries to Pat Rafter,
Mark Philippousis and Lleyton
Hewitt prevent them from play-
allg,

gT'hn.& squad also includes An-
drew llie and Sandon Stolle,
Woodbridge was clearly put out
that neither Newcombe or
coach Tony Roche had talked to
him, especially since all have
been in New York for the US

Open. ;

BRAZILIAN BACKERS
BUOY KUERTEN

Gustavo Kuerten, somewhat
surprised to find himself in the
quarterfinals of the US Open on
Tuesday, isn't surprised by ilie
band of Brazilian fans enliven-
ing his matches.

"There's a lot of Brazilians
living here already, also we see
a lot of people that come from
Brazil just to watch tennis,” the
fifth seed from Florianopolis
said. "They help me a lot."

He said the best turn-out was
for his third-round victory over
Goran Ivanisevic.

Guga wasn't surprised to see
so little green and yellow in the
stands for his Tuesday morning




