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"Their presence is vital for
our success. They have Lhe expe-
rience which none of us have,"
Jayasuriya said. "I hope they
will give off their very best."

Sri Lanka brought in leg-
spinner Upul Chandana to
complement the off-spin of
Muttiah Muralitharan. They
have also included left-hander
Russel Arnold into their squad,
but where he will bat is to be de-
cided.

Arnold is likely to bat at
number three, a spot which has
been occupied by vice captain
Mahela Jaya ene.

Jayawardene was hit above
the right eye by a ball from De
Silva, at practice on Tuesday.
The injury required three
stitches. Team manager Chan-
dra Schafiter said, the injury
was not serious.

Australia is likely to recall
ace leg-spinner Shane Warne
ahead of rival spinner Stuart
MacGill.

Warne whose place in the
Test team was taken by MacGill
during his absence, bowled
himself into the reckoning with
match figures of 5 for 111 in the
4-day practice game against a
Board XI which Australia won

"by four wickets.

Miller, the oldest member of
the Australian team at 35,
bowled -his off-spinners with
nagging accuracy against.the
tour match to seal his place in

the side,.
TEAMS

Australia (from): Steve
Waugh (captain), Greg Blewett,
-Michael Slater, Justin Langer,
Mark Waugh. Ricky Ponting,
lan Healy, Colin Miller, Shane
Warne, Glenn McGrath, Jason
Gillespie, Damien Fleming.

Sri Lanka (from): Sanath
Jayasuriya (captain), Marvan
Atapattu, Russel Arnold, Ar-
avinda de Silva, Arjuna
Ranatunga, Mahela Jayawar-
dene, Romesh Kaluwitharana,
Suresh Perera, Chaminda Vaas,
Upul Chandana, Muthiah Mu-

ralitharan. Nuwan Zoysa, In-
dika Gallage.

Umpires: Srini Venka-
traghavan (India), Peter Manuel
(Sri Lanka), TV umpire;: B.C,
Cooray, Match Referee: Cammie
Smith (West Indies).

- Khulna soccer

KHULNA, Sept 8: Mohes-
walg)asha Club defeated Ship-
yard Club 2-0 in the Meghna
Cement 12th DSA Cup football
tournament at the Khulna
Stadium yesterday, reports
BSS.

The winners led the first
half 1-G.

Powell plunders
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fitth wicket.

The Indian charge began af-
ter the 39th overs, when the
score was at 156 for our.

West Indies skipper Brian
Lara continued to bowl spinners
Nehemiah Perry and Jimmy

Adams till the 46th overs and’

that allowed the Indian
batsmen, especially Chopra to
chance his ann.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the replayed
final of the Singapore Interna-
tional Challenge cricket tour-
nament between India and West
Indies at the Kallang ground on

Wednesday:

INDIA

Tendulkar ¢ Perry b Walsh 0
Ramesh ¢ Lara b King 13

Dravid not out 103
Ga_n%uly ¢ Dillon b Perry 46
Kam

li st Jacabs b Perry 1
Chopra ¢ Jacobs b Perry 51
Singh ¢ sub (Griffiths) b Adams 2
Joshi not out 13
Extras: (Ib-5. nb-3, w-7) 15
Total: (For six wickets in 50
overs) 254

Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-27; 3-
105; 4-108; 5-210: 6-224

Bowler O M R W
Walsh 16 2 19 1
Dillon 9 0 46 0
King 8 1 44 1]
Bryan 6 0 30 0
Perry 10 0 65 3
Adams 7 0 495 1
WEST INDIES

Campbell Ibw b Mohanty ]
Jacobs b Mohanty 20
Adams ¢ Ganguly b Chopra 21
Lara b Chopra 18
Chanderpaul ¢ Chopra b Kumble D
Powell ¢ Dravid b Mohanty 124
FPerry not out 35
Bryan not out B
Extras: (Ib-2, nb-2, w-3) 7

Total: (For six wickets in 47.4
overs) 255

Fall of wicket: 1-2: 2-31: 3-
60; 4-67: 5 128: 6-246.

Bowler O M R W
Prasad 10 0 50 0
Mohanty B4 1'3 3
Chopra 8 0 43 2
rRumble 10 1. 5l 1
Joshi 10 1 &3 ()
Ganguly | 0 13 0

Result: West Indies won by
4 wickets,

Man-of-the-match: Ricardo
Powell (West Indies).

Pak probe
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been suspénded by a PCB ad-hoc
cominittee.

Their fate now rests on the

Judicial commission's findings.

The national selection
committee meanwhile has axed
leg-spinnin all-rounder
Shahid Afridi from the 15-
member Pakistan squad they
have submitted with the Board
for the Toronto series against
the West Indies.

The selectors have
stress on spin while finalising
their squad, which includes
three specialist spinners in
Saqlain Mushtaq, Arshad
Khan and Mushtag Ahmed.
Alfridi, who did not have a suc-
cessful World Cup in England,
finds himself out of the Pak-
istan line-up after consistently
featuring in all one-day teams
since the last Sahara Cup series
held in Toronto in September
1998.

But while leaving out the tal-
ented but enigmatic all-
rounder, the selectors have re-
posed faith in couple of young-
sters, while also recalling vet-
dran opener and former captain
Aamir Sohail. Still, the left-
‘hander has not been entrusied
with the captaincy, the respon-
sibility of which goes to Moin
Khan in the absence of Wasim.

................
...............
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CREATING HAVOC: Superstar Ronaldo (R) comes under a desperate tackle from Argen-

tine defender Samuel (on the ground) and during their friendly international at Porto

_Alegre on September 7.

PORTO ALEGRE,
Brazil, Sept 7. Su-
perstar Rivaldo,
arguably the best

layer in the wor-
' - d at the moment,
scored a superb hat-trick to
help Brazil down Argentina 4-2
in a friendly match here on
Tuesday - to avenge Saturday’s
2-0 defeat in Buenos Aires,
reports AFP.

On Brazil's independence
day, the 27-year-old, , leading
scorer last season in the Span-
ish League. rounded the Argen-
tinian Keeper to notch his first
in the 40th minute and headed
the second from Roberto Carlos'
cross two minutes laler. The
mercurial marksman was ear-
lier unlucky to have a 12th
minute strike ruled out for off-
side.

Brazil was on the attack
from the start with the fear-
some 'R’ trio of Ronaldo Assis,
Rivaldo and Ronaldo looking
sharp and dangerous.

Despite Roberto Ayala grab-
bing one back Rivaldo sealed
the win with a well struck effort
in the 7lst minute after
Ronaldo set him up having be-
mused the Argentinian right-
back.

Rivaldo repaid the compli-
ment by releasing Ronaldo in
the 84th minute with the Inter
Milan star using his speed to
break the offside trap and rifle
home the ball from outside the
penalty area.

The entry of Diego Simeone
and Marcele Gallardo, two of

five second half substitutes,

‘gave Argentina more strength

up front but the changes unbal-
anced the team and they looked
vulnerable at the back..

However, the Argentinians
grabbed a last minute consola-
tion goal through a superb solo
effort by their playmaker Ariel
Ortega.

However, the defeat will
heap more pressure on Argen-
tine coach Marcelo Bielsa. who
had been much criticised in the
Argentinian press after the dis-
appointing Copa America cam-
paign - they were defeated by
Brazil in the guarter-linals.
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It had been a dismal showin
by Argentina with a hint o
farce accompanying the-bad re-
sults.

Rivaldo rocks Argentina

Boca Juniors striker Martin
Palermo missed three penalties
in the Copa group match defeat
bv Colombia - an unprecedented
if dubious feat.

And Bielsa's authority was
further undermined by an uned-
ifying public slanging match at
Asuncion airport with Inde-
pendiente forward Jose Luis
Calderon with senior players
having to intervene to prevent a
brawl.

Sport

 side Liverpoo
 tovering lrom a severe ankle
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Co-hosts welcome FIFA-AFC deal

UNDATED, Sept 8 (AFPR/
Internet): Football chiefs in
Japan and South Korea, the
joint hosts of the 2002 World
Cup. expressed relief Wednesday
over a deal that has lifted the
threat of an Asian boycott of
the tournament.

Asian countries had threat-
ened to pull out of 2002 guali-
fiers after being handed only
four guaranteed places at the

tournament — including the
joint hosts. -
But after months of

brinkmanship, the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation (AFC) agreed
Tuesday to drop its demand for
an automatic lifth berth, set-
tling instead for the possibility
of securing an extra spot via a
play-off against one of the run-
ners up in the European quali-
fiers.

"We feel relieved that the
2002 World Cup can now go
ahead with no problems," Park
Jin-Bai of the Korea World Cup
E;%anising Committee told

"As an Asian country, we are
happy that the Asian countries
will now not boycott the World
Cup which we are preparing for.
Our plans are now to concen-
trate fully on planning for the
World Cup,” Park said.

South Korea's FIFA repre-
sentative Chung Mong-Joon
was one of the prime movers
behind the threatened boycott
of the event.

“The solution is what we had
expected,” Japan Football As-
saciation president Shunichiro
Okano said. "I'm still wonder-
ing about the outcome of the 0.5
playofl spot.”

The boycott threat was
averted when FIFA president
Sepp Blatter and Asian confed-
eration president Sultan Ah-
mad Shah reached an agree-
ment on the allocation of teams
for the finals in Zurich.

The ‘Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) will remain with
four-and-a half berths, but

FIFA said in a statement it will
reconsider the allocation of
Asian teams for the 2006 World
Cup.

The four and a hall berths
comprise the two co-hosts
Japan and South Korea, two
qualifiers and one Asian team
that will play off against a Eu-
ropean team for a place in the
linals. As part of the agreement,
the FIFA executive will decide
on the distribution ol Asian
teams for the 2006 World Cup
before the kick off of the 2002
preliminary cc apetition.

The proposa: will be submit-
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ted to the FIFA executive com-
mittee at its meetings in Las Ve-
gas on October 1-2.

"l am happy (. resolve the
differences betweenn FIFA and
my Confederation regarding the
number of seats for the 2002 fi-
nals,” said Sultan Ahmad Shah
in a statement,

"Now we can move forward
for the good of the game in Asia
and devote our fi1ll attention to
the success of th World Cup.”

The Asian Confederation’s
participation in the World Cup
was thrown into doubt when the

AFC delegation walked out of a
FIFA extraordinary congress in
July, after the world governing
body refused to increase the
number of Asian qualifyin
berths for the finals, which will
be co-hosted for the first time
by the Koreans and Japanese.

The AFC had originally de-
manded a full extra qualilying
spot at the next World Cup
bringing its quota to five. but
was granted only half a place.

That half place was given up
by UEFA. the governing body of
European football, in what was
expected to have been a satis{ac-
tory compromise,

Europe's top football admin-
Istrators had agreed to stage a
play-off with Asia for the 1: st
qualifying spot in 2002 in or-
der, they said, to show solidar-
ity with the rest of the world.

FIFA in cooperation with
the Confederations concerned
will decide on the play-ofl sta-
tus for the 2002 finals before
the draw in December 1999,

"Unity in football has been
restored and remains our prio
objective in the future," sai
Blatter.

The walkout strained rela-
tionships between the AFC and
FIFA, Blatter, bitterly saving,
‘that no team has ever won a
match by leaving the field of
play before the end of the
match."

Part of the agreement sisned
at FIFA's Zurich headquarters
stated the two bodies would,
"bear no ill-will against each
other.” over the walkout and
would, "strive hard to restore a
cordial relationship and coop-
eration which are vital for the
good of the game.”

With the agreement, the AFC
has cancelled an extraordinary
session which had been sched-
uled for October 10 in Kuala
Lumpur and asked member as-
sociations to submif their en-
tries to participate in the World
Cup.

reiro attacks Roma

y2 i MILAN, Sept 8: AS
| Y Roma may have a
=ik great coach in Fa-

ok bio Capello but
his team will ne-
Ver win anything,
Milan's Francesco

Inter
Moriero claimed on Wednesday,

as sparks began to fly before
this weekend's Serie A clash,
reports AFP,

The two sides meet on Sumn-
day night for the first match be-
tween two of the seven title can-
didates this scason, and the war
of nerves opened up with
Moriero drawing first blood for
Inter.

Moriero, who spent three
unhapgg seasons wilth Roma
from 1994-97, blamed the fans
and the pressure-cooker atmo-
sphere which surrounds foot-
ball in the Italian capital,
helped by a barrage of local TV
and radio coverage.

"Three years have gone by

since | was at Roma and all T
have left is memories -- and
they're not even happy ones at
that," said the winger. who
blossomed at Inter in their 1998
UEFA Cup winning season.

“Things are very different at
Inter in every respect, At Roma,
I had nothing but problems: ev-
ery vear you started with the
aim of winning something and
at the end of every season, you
were left with practically
nothing.

"Here you can work better.
I've already achieved something
and there are other things that
I'm still aiming for. You only
have to look at the difference in

the pressure to realise the dif-
ferences.

“There, you have the press,
the fans and all the rest. They
never give you the chance to re-
ally win anything.

"It's true that in my three
years-there, 1 never won any-

thing with them -- but then,
they've not won anything for a
lifetime."”

He didn't rate Capello's
chances, despite the respect due
to a coach who won four league
titles and the European Cup in
five seasons with AC Milan.

"Will they give Capello the
time he needs to build a team
and more importantly to suc-
ceed in something?" he asked,
“There's no doubting his ability,
but the scene in Rome hasn't
changed."

Moriero also pointed to Ro-
ma's decision to sell central
midfielder Luigi Di Biagio. one
of Italy's best players at the
World Cup, to Inter two weeks
ago,
“When a club decides to sell a
player like Di Biagio, what
more can I say?", he added.

The showdown at the
Olympic stadium is likely to be
a sell-out,

Bari seek
divine
blessing

BARI, Italg Sept 8: Italian
Serie A club Bari hope to have
God on their side this season af-
ter a visit to the city's main
church here, reports AFP.

Club chairman Vincenzo
Matarrese, senior officials, all
the players, plus coach Eugenio
Fascetti, have an appointment
here with the head of the San
Nicola basilica, Father Gio-
vanni Distante, on Wednesday
morning.

The act of faith, which
comes before the team's first
home match of the new season,
is not the first to be performed
by the Italian club.

Last season, after success-
fully keeping their place in the
top flight, Bari players made a
pilgrimage to the sanctuary of
the recently beatified Padre Pio
al Foggia by bicycle.

Basler's world
falling apart

MUNICH, Germany. Sept 8:
What began as a joke a few days
ago turned serious for Bayern

unich's controversial mid-
fielder Mario Basler on Tuesday
as he hobbled out of the practice
of club doctor Hans-Wilhelm
Muller-Wohlfahrt, reports AFP.

The patella ligament in
Basler's left knee has torn and
it will keep him off the pitch for
al least six weeks.

Basler hurt himself last Fri-
day during a charity match
against Bavarian second divi-
sion rivals Nuremberg and
limped off after half an hour.
The gravity of the injury was
unknown at the time though
and, talking to the crowd
through the stadium’'s loud-
speaker system, Basler joked
that he would be out injured for
six to nine months and left the
podium with a grin.

That joke has now come
home to haunt him. His leg has
been placed in a plaster cast for
a fortnight and once that has

been removed, he must wear a
metal brace for another two
weeks before starting intensive
physiotherapy.

"It makes me sick. It's rotten
bad luck.” said Basler. "Things
were just beginning to go better.
[ was training well and then
this happens. I absolutely
wanted to play in the Champi-
ons League.”

Basler has been wearing
managemernt's patience thin at
Bayern recently. A week ago he
was fined 11,000 dollars for
drinking in a disco late into the
night 24 hours before a Bun-
desliga game.

He was there celebrating the
26th birthday of former Bayern
colleague Dieter Hamann who
is now at Enf{]ish premiership

and himself re-

- injury.

Bayern president Franz
Beckenbauer has complained
that Basler wa$% signed to play
good [ootball and not to con-
stantly play the clown,

Basler has rejected Bayern's
conditions for extending his
contract and instead says he
wants Lo leave as a free agent
when his current contract ex-
pires next July.

Taibi’s Champions
League debut
in doubt

MANCHESTER, England,
Sept 8: European Cup holders
Manchester United suffered a
blow on Tuesday when Euro-
pean football's ruling body
UEFA refused to register their
Italian ‘keeper Massimo Taibi
for this se: son's tournamernt,
reports AFF.

UEFA. to whom United have
appealed and will learn their
fate on Friday. explained that
their decislon was because the
29-year-old wasn't eligible to
play for the club on August 31,
the transfer deadline.

The 29-year-old Taibi, who
was bought as back up to Aus-
tralian first choice keeper
Mark Bosnich, completed a 4.5
million pound (7.2 million
doliars) transfer from Italian
outfit Venezia to the Treble
winners last Tuesday - which
was deadline day.

But UEFA's control and dis-
ciplinary body have rejected his
registration because the trans-
ler documents related to the
move were dated September 1,
not August 31 as required.

Jr Challenger TT

begins today

The second leg of the junior
Challenger tennis tournament
begins at the Engineers Club
court today, reports BSS.

President of the club,
Mominul Huq will inaugurate
the tournament at 3 pm.

In all 109 players including
14 under-10 boys, 33 under-13
boys. 35 under-16 boys, 13 un-
der-16 girls will take part in
different events.

Dav being
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beat a team that is world
renowned for its strength and
that, basically, is a terrific
thing.”

Whatmore was unfazed at
the lack of recent cricket for
veteran batsmen Arjuna
Ranatunga and Aravinda de
Silva entering the first Test.

Both were dropped from Sri
Lanka's one day team after the
World Cup and have not
first-class cricket since before
the Cup in England last May
and June.

“Arjuna’s mental approach
cnu?c? be cnmpaﬁ:i?:! to
(Australian captain) Steve
Waugh's," Whatmore said. "To
me they are both made of steel.
They are huge asset to their re-
spective teams and to have ex-
perience in Test matches is a
very handy thing to have when
you play them."
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Szabo, Kipketer share jackpot

BERLIN, Sept 8:
Moroccan star Hi-
cham El Guerrouj
broke the 2000m
world record here
on Tuesday at the
IAAF Golden League meeting
linishing in a time of 4min
44.79sec -- beating the old mark
set by former Algerian arch-
rival Noureddine Morceli by
more than three seconds,
reports AFP,
The 24-year-old's superb
erformance overshadowed
mania's Gabriela Szabo and

Denmark's Kenyan-born run-

ner Wilson Kipketer’s achieve-
ments as they shared the Gol-
den League million-dollar
bonus after winning the sev-
enth and final races of their re-
spective events -- the 5000m
and 800m.

El Guerrouj, who won his
second successive 1500m world
title in Seville last month,
broke the old mark of 4min
47.88 set by Morceli in Paris in
July 1995,

El Guerrouj now holds the
miile, which he broke in Rome
this year. 1500m and 2000m
record all previously held by
Morceli,

The Moroccan,; who said on
Tuesday he wanted to break ev-
ery world record up to 5000m,
was left on his own for the final
600m when Kenyan pacemaker
William Tanui dropped out.

Despite being left with
55secs to break the record on
the final lap he eased home to
leave Morceli with no world
records left to his name and
only the Olympic title to defend
next year,

Kipketer, who narrowly re-
tained the world outdoor title
for the third successive time in
Seville last month. made his
break with 250 metres to go
breezing past world silver
medalist Hezekiel Sepeng.

Clear into the final straight
the 28-year-old had to call on
all his reserves to repel the late
challenge of young Kenyan pfe-
tender Japheth Kimutai, who
ended his two year unbeaten
run in Zurich last year, to guar-

antee himself the bonus, s

"It wasn't my greatest run of
the year but [ knew that [ would
have to get past Sepeng before
the final turn so it would give
him a shock,” Kipketer said.

"I didn’t see Kimutai comin
but the important thing is 1 hel
on to take the bonus .. though I
still say the money is secondary
to remaining unbeaten,” he
added.

.........

Denmark's

Wilson pketer (L) embraces Ga

Sublim GI‘I‘OHJ

=
e l:_

THANK YOU

e e

ALLAH: HickamiEl Ga

@

ERE o

errouj of Morocco

thanking the Almighty after breaking the world record in
the men's 2000 metres at the Golden League meeting in

Berlin on September 7.

Srxabo, the world 5,000m
champion, refused to panic
when Tegla Loroupe and the
Kazakh-born German runner
Irina Mikitenko led into the fi-
nal lap.

The 23-year-old, a three-
time world indoor 3000m world

champion, stormed to the lead
with 300m to go and never
looked in danger of being
caught as hei close friend Zahra
Quaziz of Morocco filled the
runners-up spot for the
umpteenth time this year.
"Its something s
its a fantastic ﬁae

ing," Szabo
said.
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Romania after both have won their 800 metres (men's)
and 5000 metres (Women's) finals respectively at the
Golden League meeting in Berlin on September 7.
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‘It was a hard race for me
tonight but I am strong and I
trained hard for this.

"For me its like winning
seven world championships
this season .. I'm pretty tired
now and I can't wait to go on
holiday next week!" she added.

Moroccan Ali Ezzini ended
any worries that the IAAF, the
world sport's governing body,
may have had over a long court
case when he bettered his per-
sonal best by a second to beat
Kenyan 3000m steeplechaser
Bernard Barmasal.

The 25-year-old Kenyan,
who is still the world record-
holder, had threatened to go to
court after he was barred from
sharing in the million-dollar
bonus when he admitted to ask-
ing compatriot Christopher
Koskei to let him win the
Zurich Golden League race.

Barmasai, though, may have
the last laugh by winning the
overall Grand Prix series when
the competition climaxes in
Munich on Saturday.

Maurice Greene, the 100m
world recordholder, made his
decision to opt for the 200m pay
off as he coasted home to win -
making it 12 wins out of 13 over
the distance this season,

There was a shock for the
womnen' s 200m world champion
Inger Miller, whose winning
margin in Seville had been the
greatest in a major 200m final
since Fanny Blanker Koens in
the 1948 Olympics, as she could
only finish third behind Ba-
hamians Debbie Ferguson and
sevatheda Fynes.

Canada's Bruny Surin, who

took silver in the World Chain-
pionships. dominated the
100m, as expected after the
withdrawal of Greene opted for
the 200m, getting a superb start
and winning easing up in
10.07sec.
. Larry Wade, potentiall
America's leading hope to chal-
lenge 110m hurdles world
champion Colin Jackson for
the Olympie title next year,
came with a strong surge to
overhaul the fastest man this
year Mark Crear and Cuba's
world silver medallist Anier
(Garcia.

layed .

NEWCA STLE,
England, Sept 8&:
Newcastle United
nianager Bobby
Robson signalled

J anew spirit of op-
enness at the struggling English
Premiership elub on Tuesday by
inviting both the media and the
public to his [irst training
session with his new players,
reports AFP.

The open approach at New-
castle’'s Chesler-le-Street train-
ing base was in stark contrast
to the behind-closed-doors
philosophy favoured by prede-
cessors Kenny Dalglish and
Ruud Gullit,

A crowd of around 500 spec-
tators gathered to watch the 66-
yvear-old former England coach
put his squad through their
paces for the first time since his
appointment on Friday.

It revived memories of the
days when literally thousands
turned up for former manager
Kevin Keegan's sessions at
Maiden Castle in Durham.

The first-team squad, minus
those on international duty,
waited for their new manager
and alter addressing them col-
lectively and then introducing
himsell individually, Robson
got down to business.

Still in his training Kkit,
Robsen admitted that he had
thoroughly enjoyed the chance
to get back to what he does best.

‘1 enjoyed it," he said. 'T hope
I'm enthusiastic. As a plaver |
loved every morning in train-
ing and it upset me when I
couldn’t train every morning.

"Without working with the
players I'm not really the same
guy, so I've enjoyed being back.

"I've had a two-month break
because 1 wasn't involved in
pre-season training, so I've en-

joyed working again.

‘It was lively and the players

Robson’s warm gesture

enjoyed it, It was important for
me because only by training
and being close to them will |
see Lheir qualities, their skills,
their techniques and their atti-
tudes.”

Robson's reaction to the fans
- "l hope they paid.” he joked -
was refreshing, although he
admitted there may be times
when the doors have to remain
closed,

'l know that some clubs have
big security and don't let the

.....
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Fublic into training grounds,”
1& said.

'l had it at Barcelona but at
PS5V (Eindhoven] it was free and
thuse who wanted to.come and
watch training did, those who
didn't, didn't.

"It's a little bit open here and
to turn the public away we'd
have to put up barriers and
barbed wire and things like that
and I don't wish to do that.

"On the other hand, there
might be a day when we'd like to

prepare the team tactically with

a lot of privacy and I might

have to somehow get around
that.

"But generally speaking, an
open atmosphere doesn’t in-
hibit me and it shouldn't in-
hibit the players. The players
should enjoy training in front
of the pub]ljt:ﬁ'

Robson's immediate task is
to prepare his side for their trip
to Chelsea on Saturday know-
ing that they will have to pro-
duce something special to im-
prove upon their tally of a sin-
gle Premiership point from six
games to date.

Inzaghi hits
back

ROME, Sept 8: Juventus ace
Filippo Inzaghi has told his
agents to file a complaint to
Italy's soccer federation about a
claim by Bari coach Eugenio
Fascetti that he has a gift for
winning penalties, reports AFP,

Fascetti, in an aside during a
discussion on Monday about
players who dive in the area to
earn penalties, was quoted as
saying: "Inzaghi gets a fair few
in Italy, but when he goes
abroad he doesn't get so many.”

The comments were dis-
missed at the time by Juventus
director general Luciano Moggi.

But Inzaghi decided on Tues-
day to counter-atiack, issuing a
statement via his agent Tullio
Tinti that he wanted a com-
plaint filed with the soccer fed-
eration, saying Fascetti had
cast a slur on the player's repu-
tation.

Inzaghi, who will be leading
the attack for Italy in Wednes-
day's Euro 2000 qualifier
against Denmark, also reserved
the right to take legal action
against the Bari coach.



