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Delay in payment alleged =~

Farmers getting reluctant to
grow crop seeds for BADC

Star Report

tract with the BADC — aired
their dissatisfaction over the

delay in payment.
d Mokbul Hossain. one

such '‘contract wer' from Bo-

Farmers are increasingly
getting reluctant to grow crop
seeds for Bangladesh Agricul-
ture Development Corporation
(BAGC) due to 'delay in pay-

nts'; - a. said he had to write to the
e told Th grgnculturﬁ minister and the
Many farmers to & BADC chairman last month for

Daily Star on the sidelines of a
semninar on seed industry in the
city yesterday that BADC
cleared their dues only on
September 5, four months after
they had produced paddy seeds
for the Corporation to market
those in the coming IRRI-Boro

season. BADC is the only public
sector institution in the coun-
try that produces and markets

seed.

Over a hundred ‘contract
growers' — who grow seeds in
their respective plots on con-

immediately arranging pay-
ments of the farmers’ dues.

“l got the payment on Sun-
day for seeds that I had grown
for and handed over to the
BADC four months back,” said
Hossain, who won Banga-
bandhu Agriculture Award lor
his farming.

Ashfaque Hamid Chowd-
hury of Thakurgaon and Md
Mojibur Rahman of Rangpur
also echoed the same complain.
Chowdhury provided the Cor-
poration with 133 sacks full of

in May last and was paid in
eque only this week,

Rahman too gavc 150 sacks
of seeds to the BADC in May. *
There is no advance payment.
Yet, payment after four months
is unacceptable. No farmer
would grow seeds for the BADC
in future,” he warned.

A BADC official who was at-
tending the seminar at BARC
Auditorium was asked for his
comment on the alleged delay
in payment. GM Mohiuddin,
actéi%cmember director (Seed)
of , however refused {o sa
anything about the farmers’
complaint. “See me at my office
later. 1 will introduce you to our
public relations officer to an-
swer your question,” the BADC
official sai&

'J@:{d}r seeds (each weighing 65"
c

7 killed in Gazipur
road accident

By Staff Correspondent

Chakraborty near Kashimpur
on Dhaka-Tangail Highway in
the early hours yesterday.
Police and witnesses said,
the accident took place as the
driver of the coach lost control
over the vehicle and fell into 30
In Gaz[})ur‘ at least seven feet dEEp water, ki"i]‘lg SEVEL On
people were killed and 45 others  the S?DL ‘
injured when a Dhaka bound Of the dead, four were identi-
night coach from Pabna fell fied as Ziaur Rahman, 45,

At least fen people were
killed and 50 others injured in
two separate road accidents in
Gazipur and Rajshahi yester-
day.

Of them, seven were killed in
Gazipur and three in Rajshahi.

into. a roadside ditch at Nazrul Islam, 25, Saidur Rah-
man.hz?, and Ibrafhim Hassain,
! » ’ 30. The identity of three others
PM's dlI‘EEthE could not be known.

The injured were admitted to
Rﬁ‘,mﬂve all G?‘lﬂpull:ﬂ Sdadar I-Iﬁspital and
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

hurdles to ADP @
) : Our Rajshahi Correspondent
reports: Three persons were
lmplementatlon killed and five others injured in

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina yesterday directed officials
to remove all hurdles to ADP
implementation and monitor
the projects closely for exped-
iting their execution, reports
UNB.

She gave the instructions
when the National Economic
Council (NEC) reviewed the ADP
performance of last fiscal year.
The project-implementation
rate was 8BS per cent under the
revised Annual Development
Programme.

he achievement level is 92
per cent of the original ADP.
The original ADP was Tk

three separate road accidents in
the district yesterday.
Shaherunnessa, 70, an el-
derly woman was killed when
she was run over by a motorcy-
cie in Shalbagan area under
Shah Makhdoum thana in the
city yesterday evening. She was
immediately taken to Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital
(RMCH]) in 'eritical condition
where she succumbed to her in-
juries soon after admission.
One Naser Mondol, 55, was
killed on the spot when a truck
knocked ‘thim down near
Kakramari Bazar in Charghat
thana yesterday morning. Po-
lice recovered the body and sent
it to the RMCH morgue for au-

lopsy,

13.600 crore which increased to
Tk 14000 crore in the revised

See Page 11 Col 7
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BSF camps

Khaleda slates

govt’s silence

By Staff Correspondent
BNP Chairperson Eegum
Khaleda Zia has expressed 'deep
concern’ at the reported with-
drawal of eight army camps
from Dhudukchhara and set-
ting up of two temporary camps

by Indian BSF in Khagrachhari,

border areas inside Bangladesh.

In a statement yesterday, the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament strongly criticised
the government for its 'myste-
rious silence' in this r ;

She said the real objectives
of the CHT 'black’ agreement are
now being materialised and
“our a]ﬁprehensinn and suspi-
cion which we have expressed
since the signing of the black
agreement are now coming
true.”

Quoting press report that ap-
peared yesterday, Begum Zia
said Indian secret service per-
sonnel were frequently moving
in the areas since the with-
drawal of eight army camps.
Moreover, BSF set up two tem-
porary camps inside Bangla-
desh territory and hoisted red
flags a few days back, but the
government 'mysteriously kept
silent.’

The former prime minister
asked the government to take
immediate steps to 'free
Bangladesh's land from foreign
occupation force' and lodge
strong protest against ‘crossing
of borders' by different forces of
India as well as 'setting up of
Cammps.

2 DU students
temporarily
expelled

By DU Correspondent

Two students of Dhaka Uni-
versily were temporarily ex-
pelled from the university yes-
terday for stabbing a student
and beating another at Ziaur
Rahman Hall on Monday and
Tuesday nights.

The two are Akhteruzzaman
Panir of economics department
and Joinul Abedin Liton of
management department.

Panir was expelled for stab-

See page 11 Col 5

Rubel's father

cross-examined

By Court Correspondent

Father of Rubel was cross-
examined by three defence
lawyers for about two hours in
the Third Additional Metropo-
litan Sessions Judge's Court
yesterday.

The ten of 14 chargesheeted
C Akram
and Mukuli Begum, were pro-
duced before the court yesterday
at about 2 pm. Four other ac-
cused — SI Nurul Alam, consta-
ble - Mong She Oen, Abul Kalam
Azad and Zakir Hossain — have
been absconding since the

killing of Rubel.
During yesterday's proceed-
ings, lawyers for Mukuli Be-

gum, Inspector Aminul [slam
and constable Mir Faruk cross-
Exp%nﬂncd complainant Abdur

The lawyers of other accused
are likely to interrogate Abdur
Rob today. -

Moin Khan to
lead Pak

cricket team

ISLAMABAD, Sept 8: Pak-
istan captain Wasim Akram
and fellow Test players ljaz
Ahmad and Salim Malik were
missing from the squad an-
nounced today for next week's
one-day series against West

Indies in Toronto. reports
Reuters.
The Pakistan Cricket

Board said the suspended trio
would not be considered until
cleared of match-fixing and
betting allegations by an in-
ul.rr expected to deliver its
nal report next week. All
three deny the accusations.
Wicketkeeper Moin Khan
will lead the team. Saglain
Mushtaq, whose spin bowling
played a major role in Sur-
rey s English county champi-
onship success, was made

vice-captain.
Cﬂn&&mﬂﬂ% cap-
_See page 11 Co
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yesterday. ‘

A children's procession was

brought out in the city marking

¥ «3¥

the World Literacy Day
— Star photo

AL presidium shrugs off | Leaﬂets: Resist

opposition movement

By Sta_i:f Correspondent

The ruling party policy
makers believe that the current
anti-government movement
has no public support and will
not In momentum.

ey, however, resolved yes-
terday that the Awami League
needed ito launch counter-
offensive against the opposi-
tion’s political propaganda
immediately.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina chaired a meeting of the
AL presidium last evening when
these observations and deci-
sions were made. Several non-
presidium members of the
Cabinet, including Home Min-
ister Mohammad Nasim, were
present at the meeting, sources
said.

The .meeting was held in
view of the opposition pro-
gramme “to lay siege to the Sec-

retariat” slated for September

12 and the PM's scheduled trip
abroad staring September 13, a
senior Al. leader told the Daily

Star.

The presidium decided that
the ruling party would not bring
out any procession in the city
on September 12, meeting sour-
ces said. But the government,
especially the home ministry,
would keep wvigil on

arl
osition _attetipt to create |
gnpgrchy?: aid m:#fm ﬁeﬁt’}

of government, the éotirces said,

The party nigh ¢ommand
also felt that the local govern-
ment elections, including those
to city corporations and Up-
azila Parishads, should be held
on time, which would con-
tribute to diffusing the opposi-
tion movement,

As part of its planned
counter-campalign, the AL will
start holding public rallies
across the country from the
third week of this month. Cen-
tral leaders and ministers
would be addressing the public
meetings at the district level.

'Reg‘ional action plan
against tobacco,
HIV/AIDS adopted

By Staff Correspondent

The technical discussion on
tobacco control and intensifi-
cation of HIV/AIDS survei-
llance, held under the aegis of
the World Health Organisation
recommended urgent action by
the member countries.

This was disclosed at a press
briefing jointly organised by
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare and the WHO at
Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

The current 52nd session of
the Regional Committee (RC),
being held in the capital from
September 6, adopted a number
of recommendations during
discussions. The recommenda-
tions will be finalised today,
concluding day of the confer-
e Rl gional poli

n adopting regional policy
fram:wurllz t‘t:.fE tobacco cﬁntrni

. and the regional action plan for

recommendations that in-
clude;

Member countries should
constitute national councils for
tobacco control and develop
country specific strategies for
tobacco control.

Countries should enact
strong legislation and regula-
tions, increase taxation on to-

therapeutic purposes should be
regulated as a controlled drug
and mechanisms evolved to
monitor the tar and nicaotine
levels of tobacco products in the
region, '

In view of the more acute
problem of HIV /AIDS in the re-
gion, technical discussion fo-
cused on intensification of

HIV/AIDS surveillance in the
region.

Some of the important reso-
lutions ‘adopted by the RC in-

- Seepage 11 Col 5
Tank lorry workers
on strike in

16 nortliern dists

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Sept B: Tank
lorry workers began an indefi-
niite strike in 1(5 districts oi the
northern region yesterday

evening. &y
The tank loiry workers he-

an strike following % conflict
etween B at:glﬂ*m Latry

Workers' Union - and
Ti‘:ank Lorry &m% Am
tion. :

bacco and educate people.on th The strike F.as caused Price
ill effects of tobacco, . _.fm - hikeof petrotand diesel in the
Nicotine that is not used for region. ¥

Jakarta's 'no' to peacekee pers |
UN to pull out of

JAKARTA, Sept 8. The
United Nations said it will pull
out of strife-torn East Timor
tomorrow because its besi
missiori was running out. of
food and water, and martial law

h?d done no

of ram g tiamnen who
had k.IJP hundreds in the last
week, reports Reuters.

Earlier today, Indonesia re-
jected world demands for the
immediate deployment of in-
lernational peacekeepers in the
bloodied territory as anti-for-

eign anger fanned protests in
Jakarta.

President BJ Habibie can-
celled his planned trip to the
summit of Asia-Pacific leaders
in Auckland to deal with the
Timor crisis, which the gov-
EI11::1'11111«.=.-1-1t insists it can handle

one.

Graphic rﬂ:urts of machete
murders and mass killings
emerged from refugees arriving
in Australia. The United Na-
tions said it was investi ating

reports 100 ple had been
masgacred In & church ot oo

| m :_nm'ﬂh qnant of East

to stop gangs "

]

' As ."Slﬁnm: ressure
mouriti mmgumnﬁ to st
- the violence, {n hundregg

tie
f le ake pnrted'mchl to h
o re 0 have
died, a?rmed foirces spokesman
Major-General Su t said a
UN-set 48-hour dea tb fe-
store order in East Timotr was
unrealistic. ' :

“This is not like flushing the
toilet,” he told Fleuters.

In Canberra , United Nations
Mission in East Timor
(UNAMET) spckesman David
Wimhurst confirmed . the

lanned withdi-awal from the

ormer Portuguese territory,

sSa’ : "The situation is con-
naw to b» untenable.”

‘Wimhurst said the contin-

gent to be withidrawn by mid-
mnminﬂ tomorrow would con-
sist of 200 inte:rnational staff
now in Dili, He was unable to
confirm that the 262 locally

employed UN staff would be

withdrawn at the same time,

"Martial law has not suc- '

ceeded in improving anyt
and we're runnin g out of foo

 the o

commercialisation
of Dhanmondi RA

By Staff Correspondent
Leaflets are being distributed
during Friday congregations at
different mosques in city's
Dhanmondi area urging the res-
idents to resist rapld commer-
cialisation of the area and pre-
serve its residential status.

- thres-fold lea

names

_The
miittee” as its publisher without
mentioning any name or ad-
dress.

“If all of us want to keep
Dhanmondi residential, don't
you think that time is running
out _I%IZ you?" asks the leaflet.

unigue appeal comes fn
the ba . :
cialisation of the residential
area. Sprouting shops, clinics,
hospitals, medical diagnostic
centres, schools, private col-
leges and universities, restau-
rants, car showrooms, commu-
nity centres, offices and even
manufacturing units have
badly undermined the residen-
tial status of the neighbour-
hood. '

During peak hours the nar-
row streets of Dhanmondi get
choked with traffic and valu-
able working hours are wasted.
The population of the area is
also rising at an alarming rate
as most of the large plots are be-
ing turned into multi-storey
apartment blocks without giv-
ing any consideration to the
surrounding nature and exist-
ing civic amenities,

‘Imagine what Dhanmondi
will look like if another half a
dozen such shops, offices, sch-
ools and other business houses
are established on each road

over the next few months.* the
leaflet says.

Lockwood clarifies
I didn’t intend
to question
sagacity of
Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

UN Resident Coordinator in
Bangladesh David E Lockwood
iesterﬂa}r in a statement said he
tﬁ.f not iggtﬁﬁfded to question
sagacity Of any opposition
farq'. leaders in ai'grm at
he inauguration of the Asian
Parliamentarians Conference

on § ber 1. _
md met former fi-
nanee minister and BNV leader
M Saifur Rahman at the latter's
office at Mohakhgli in the city
to clarify his position regarding
his comments on the opposi-
tion parties' absence from the
Asian pariiamentarians” con-
ference tn the city last wesk, a
i Tie. haty r&f“gatad his
e. e - .
disappointment that the oppo-
sition ies had not a '
_ ference” and gaid the
conterence “would have been
enriched by their participa-

{1 tien".

_ Lockwood's controversial

i ked off Opposi-
tion mumﬁ:ﬂ |
'See Page 11 Col 7

- Two ministers

for protesting
% o »
Lockwood’s
remarks
By Staff Carrespondent

Two inﬂucnltéslthmigﬁs!ﬁ_rs

terday ridicu e or
;:tenting the controversial
statement by UN Resident Co-
ordinator in Bangladesh David
E Lockwood about the opposi-
tion party's tting the con-
ference of the Asian parliamen-
tarians recently.

They spoke on the issue in
the Jatiya Sangsad during a
discussion on me Minister
Sheikh Hasina's being elected

esident of the newly launched

ssociation of Asian Parlia-
ments for Peace last week.

. In the opening session of the
conference on September 1,

| Locky said the opposition's
| docregd

and water. We ca:n't get to our |

Page 11 Col 7

Reditlential Com: |

ckdrop of rapid commer-

Sunday’s sit-in near Sectt

1 . Y P R

BN

finalise strategy

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP Standing Commit-
tee will sit this evening to fi-
nalise strategy for jts Sunday's

sit-in demonstration in front of,

the Secretariat and the next
course of action.

Sources said the party's
highest decision-making body
will discuss all aspects of the
"major aﬁitatiun programme”
since the Awami e came to
power about 38 months back.

Three other components of
the four-party opposition al-
liance - Jatiya Party, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Islami a Jote
-- will also hold separate simul-
taneous sit-in demonstrations
around the Secretariat to
protest "government’s decision
to dprnﬂ e corridor facility to
India in the name of trans-

shipment”, .

tion gramumes may be
announced at the “peaceful” sit-
in. "There may be a series of
tougher programmes if the gov-
ernment tries to foil the
demonstration”, a senior BNP
leader said. -

Meanwhile, BNP Chairper-
son and Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday held a
lengthy meeting with leaders of
Dhaka city BNP, all its thana
units and DCC ward commis-

sioners from he asaart:,r at her
Minto Road official residence

She instructed them to make
all out efforts to ensure a mas-
sive gathering at the demon-
suaéailun. the sources said.

e

told them that the

Transcom

showroom
By Staff Correspandent

Dacaits looted - glettronic
, s worth about Tk 3.3 lakh
trom the showroom of Tran-
scom Ltd at DIT Road in the
city's Mouchak area in the
early hours of yesterday.

Police and Transcom offi-
cials said the dacoits number-
ing 12 broke into the showroom
att around 3.30am yesterday.
They loaded three colour "IYV
sets, one was miachine. two
reirigerators, six micro-ovens
and two air conditioners onto a
truck and away.

The robbers also fired two
rounds of blank shots when the
guard cried out for help, palice
added. '

Later in the morning, being
informed of the incident by the
guard, the manager of the show-

See page 11 Col 4

- government through

- & =

from 9am to 2pm would be
peaceful and disciplined.

The party chief urged them
to remain alert and no to react
to any provocation. There may
be provocation from the gov-
ernment to foll the programme,
but all BNP leaders and workers
will have to remain "highly
cautious’ to avold any unto-
ward incident, she told them.

She also advised them to en-
sure participation of the com-
monman. "BNP want's to show
people’s nio-confidence in the
this peace-
ul demonstration,” she added.:

Begum Zia also hinted that
BNP would start massive agita-
tion programmes to dislodge
the government.

The party leaders from all
units expressed their determi-
nation to make the programme
a complete success at any cost.
Leaders from Mirpur, Pallabi.
Kafrul: Uttara, Shayampur,
Demra and other outlying
thanas informed the meet

that they would bring people by
trucks.

BNP Secret General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan, Joint
Secretag General Mirza Abbas,
city BNF Convenor Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka, Joint Convenor
Kazi Abul Bashar, Chowdhury
Alam and other leaders also
addressed the meeting.

The BNP Chairperson also
held meetings with party lead-
ers from Dhaka adjoining
districts and asked them to join

L

Comilla Congress
On environment
begins Sept 14

A five-day Asia-Pacific and
Commonwealth environmental
journalists conference will be-
%‘.n on September 14 at BARD in

omilla, reports BSS.

The theme of the conference
is "Water and Environment;
Role of the Media." The Asia-
Pacific Forum of Environmen-
tal Journalists (AFEJ) and the
Commonwealth Environmen-
tal Journalists Association
(CEJA) will jointly organise the
conference. _

Bangladesh for the first time
is going to host such a high-
profile international confer-
ence in which environmental
watchdogs and experts from 42
countries will participate.

Environment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury will inaugurate the Comi-

See Page 11 Col 8

woo/- BT |

R )

FATEE TS W= |

b aTed |

TS FfH (29 TS T |

g ‘W ‘{'@Lﬂ, FEm e o Ths
A& FIFEITA™ [0y w4

¥

Wﬁmﬂaﬁm

HistRee, A 913, Gl

“S% @ JUPIE Rt

SFTHR WIEEW Sadd-Jooo NIEH Jurm cryrd widy
BURE wa-waT e 3 awts

| wrdh e e 21 wnwr #fisie “wed e SR
Frwi fivrs Swie awy Bwa ety wewn

o B Cof (T you AT ST wA-vAIRCE gy
| SPTH Rt T (i ¢ SHITE WHTETS - RARAS
- P e w% v o I e w0 TR

@ ‘{%l T &R SfwE T 300/- BT @3e FifER o

o T FWW e oS e wewm WAy aE wrdhy A
SISWIfEs Rwr o ffn Surdps gy aferaifren
S d i i v Sue Wl Wi e

- Pfve vaed Wl ww-wdore [0 e s
QIRAR 1 S8 FING NG A WOR |

(3) FAFFFENT TN () PrreysfewmEr v (o) B
(8) Porer afSBieam s 6 Ba 1 (0) 1 @ (v) G AL

WITAWH AR AR e e md s e

s urdly fewrs o axfs wex wew ww Em owdhy A
wHiies frem anffire srer/mowrna 9 o 1

1 T 7 P afedrs g Torfis Rae offe «fw g
Ty 1AW TR $T47 (Progress Report) S |

anwﬁmuﬁtﬁﬂmaﬁmﬂwﬁam'

81 ¥ ¥ frw afedm qum gwa sofe e v ot =ow
B ffen e tfemd e serfie g3 3t el
Srnyy Afie srem sramseiioiace Brars ) - 8 e

IS FIraeR ToIe FANTET Y UN, 99, 935 9w . BH
TN (7 v cwra oen) ¥ AW9 vofR (Mark sheet) .

ARATS WIITH 3¢ TREVE, Jasd St Wiy
RLE e £ EJCICRER I 1 & 1o

™

iler

o R yom ed
£919 3 B)dok8, B)I8YI

5 D ' < '.'h" .

DFP-19375-7/9




