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Traffic Brass-tacks
ARMY and BDR Jawans have again been pressed

into service for traffic management in the

metropolis. We have been given to understand that
this aims to beef up DMP (Traffic) in its efforts to
streamline the traffic anarchy. The Jawans will
primarily be concentrated at the traffic intersec-
tions, but if need be, they will oversee vehicular
and pedestrian movements at other points of the
city as well. By all indications, the Army person-
nel are set for a longer stint on the road than be-

fore.

We welcome the sense of discipline, efficiency
and skill which the army have brought to bear on
traffic management whenever they were called out
to help. Also, we notice the government's recogni-
tion of the fact that traffic has gone out of hand re-
quiring some contingency measures to beat it into
a modicum of discipline,

We do appreciate the government's realisation,
belated though, of the need to give the citizens a re-
prieve from the stranglehold of the daily traffic.
But the situation being what it is — structurally —
we don't think it leaves any room for adhocism.

The way we look at it, the traffic management
issues will have to be addressed on a three-some
footing: short-terrn, medium-term and long-term,
but not too longish to be sure. Under the 'inmedia-
cy category should fall steps to end unauthorised
parking, keep the intersections clear upto 100
yards on all sides, eliminate occupation of roads
by hawkers and builders, end free-for-all unautho-
rised plying of rickshaws, install more back-to-
back traffic lights, mark the lanes and do away
with buses stopping indiscriminately.

In the medium term, raise the strength of traffic
police, train and equép them properly, visibly en-
hance their status, and so on.

It is in the long run — but only in a time-bound
sense — that we must try to remove the deep-seated
structural deficiencies like the extremely limited
road space relative to the number of vehicles and
traffic turn-about ratio which has a bearing on

overall traffic, both inward and outward. Better

road engineering holds the answer.

Successive governments must bear the responsi-
bility for having allowed the traffic mess to grow to
this magnitude. This ought to be now a top priority
concern with the incumbent government.

Fast Timorese Nightmare

MPOSITION of martial law and shoot-on-sight

curtew on East Timor following escalation of

pro-Jakarta militia-generated violence appears no
less thhan a government machination to deny the
people of the former Portuguese colony
independence they have overwhelmingly voted for
in the UN-brokered referendum. Surely, situation
in the island province has %unc out of control with
more than hundred people reported killed and
some 40,000 East Timorese fleeing their homes in
mortal fear. Also, UNAMET stagfers, foreigners
and jourmalists, who,have had litile immunity to
miljtiar attack and ‘death threats,, have beéen
evacuated. | 2 Y W e o
Unfortunately,
played the onlooker by and large, thereby indi-
rectly encouraging the hoodlums instead of pro-

tecting the lives and properties of the East Timo-
rese. Even worse, introduction of martial law ap-
pears to have worked, according to reports, as a
blanket for the perpetrators. Gross violation of in-
dependence-seekers’ fundamental human rights
continues unabated. So menacingly audacious the
anti-independence elements have become that one
of their leaders even went to the extent of saying
that they "will burn (East Timor) down and start
all over again”.

The bright patch in an otherwise dark episode is
perhaps the release of East Timorese resistan e
leader Xanana Gusmao after six years in prison.
Hopefully, it would entail more measures reflect-
ing a government commitment to make good «n
the promise of independence to East Timcr.
Thankfully, Gusmao also appears inclined for a
peaceful solution through negotiations.

For obvious reasons, international cummunitly
has expressed grave concern at the ominous devel-
opment there. The UN secretary-general has al-
ready served a 48-hour ultimatum on the Indone-
sian government “to bring violence in East Timor
under control” or put up with international inter-
vention. United States, Australia, Portugal, France
and Britain have also voiced support for a UN
peace-keeping force in the beleaguered island.
However, we hope situation would not go that far
and President Habibie's government would imme-
| -diately take steps to rein in the militias leading the
“way for the verdict of the referendum on East Tim-
or's independence to be respected.

The State of Football

OOTBALL was once the most popular game in

this part of the world. Hopefully it still is. But of
late doubts have been cast on the future of this
favourite pastime of millions because things are
not moving in the right direction so far as local
soccer management gnes. The just-concluded
Bangabandhu Cup football tournament is a case in
point. This is for the second time that such an im-
portant tournament has been organised by the

Bangladesh Football Federation with a high pro-

file organising committee headed by a VEery power-
ful ruling party leader and minister. But this was
not a scheduled tournament; rather a product of
expediency as has been amply reflected by the
Standard and quality of the participating teams.
The organisers should have Enuwn that all that
glitters is not gold! How could they have accepted a
team like that from Rio de Janeiro? Are all Brazil-
lans good footballers? The other teams did also
disappoint the critical crowd of the country. Most
countries set their priorities at the beginning of the
year and take their chances with novices whenever
they get an opportunity to do so.

Only we do not have any plans for our football.
The performance of the home side, which was al-
most a national team, left much to be desired and a
final without local representation was a frustrat-
ing experience for the crowd. We congratulate the
Japanese on their lifting the trophy and at the
same time compliment Ghana Olympic team
which reached the final but disapprove of their in-
| discipline on the field. If this tournament is to be
an annual affair then the BFF must act like a pro-
fessional body and spend public money with dis-
Cretion. The lessons from this year's shortcomings
must be Jearnt and the experience put to better use

| next time. )

the state ﬁpparhtus has so far
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New Hopes for Peace in the

Middle East

Whatever may be its shortcomings, the latest agreement is good news not only because it moves
Palestinians and Israelis closer to peace; it will also make it possible for negotiators in Israel and

Syria to resume the peace talks Israel broke off in 1996.

HANKS to good-faith nego-

tiations by Palestinians

and Israeli officials and a
nudge from Secretary of State
Albright of the United States,
the long-delayed momentum
for peace in the Middle East has
af last been resumed.

Palestinians and Israeli of-
ficials have just signed an
agreement providing for an-
other pullback of Israeli forces
from Arab territory. This
agreement would give the
Palestinians more qualitative
land, as opposed to barren areas
that were given on previous oc-
casions. It would link more
towns and villages but would
not give the Palestinians com-
plete contiguity of territory be-
cause of Jewish settlements,
The accord will implement a
peace agreement that the Pales-
tinians and Israel's govern-
ment, then headed by Benjamin
Netanyahu, entered into last
October as a result of President
Clinton's intervention,

Under the agreement, Israel
will begin to relinquish in three
stages another 11 percent of
land it holds in the West Bank,
completing the withdrawal by
next January. The extent of the
pullback had already been
agreed to: the pact was made

possible when the Palestinians:

accepted an Israeli proposal for
a release of 350 prisoners.

It is very doubtful that they
would have made this impor-
tant concessions if Netanyahu
had still been in office. The
Palestinians never trusted Ne-
tanyahu. He made deals with

HE month of July of 1997

would not be remembered

as an auspicious one in the
financial diary of the people of
East and Southeast Asia. Then
the Thai baht was devalued and
subsequently a financial flu
spread over to most of the
countries in the region. In the
bout of the crisis foreign in-
vestors flocked to flee, stock
market crashed, import
plunged, banks went bankrupt,
property bubble burst and peo-
ple became poorer by genera-
tion. To the extreme of the cri-
sisy Indonesia reached on the

verge of <plla

ere soon after the cri-
sis blew out. Social unrest with
the most dangerous potential
broke out in many parts of In-
donesia. And all these oscil-
lated because of the massive
loss of the value of the rupiah,
the national currency.

Now after a journey through
two painful years, financial
dusts seem to have started set-
tling down again. Reports ema-
nating from different capitals
and financial hubs of East and
Southeast Asia provide a pic-
ture of recovery of the
economies which have passed
through the trouble. Even the
21-27 August, 1999 issue of The
Economist comes out with the
cover page titled "Asia's aston-
ishing bounce-back.” Now it is a
big question whether the trend
of recovery would continue or
not. Before trying to answer
this gart let us look at the hap-
pier half of the present picture.

Indonesia, South Korea,
Thailand and Malaysia are the
four countries that were the

most affected in the financial

crisis that spilled over the re-
gion, So when we will be dis-
cussing the recovery part, we
would mostly be focused on
them.

South Korea remains at the
forefront of the recovery race.
Soon after the crisis struck the

pse. # Looting,--
Ehpntini. killing became. daily,
affairs t

the Palestinians only when he
was forced to, signing the Wye
River accord last fall mainly

‘because of Clinton and late King

Hussain's relentless pressure.
Progress since then has been
agonisingly slow.

Israel's new leader, Ehud
Barak, is a very different sort of
prime minister; a former gen-
eral who is committed to the
principle of exchanging occu-
pied land for peace. This prin-
ciple has been the basis for ev-
ery Arab-Israeli accord in more
than thirty years and it is one

that Netanyahu rejected.

It is probably not a coinci-
dence that the new agreement
was reached after U.S. Secre-
tary of State Albright arrived
on the scene to push the two
sides closer together. The his-
tory of the Middle East contains
ample evidence that U.S. inter-
vention is almost always an es-
sential ingredient to a success-
ful Arab-Israeli negotiation.

The new agreement has left
the least tractable issues, such
as, borders, Jewish settlers in
the West Bank, Palestinian
refugees, and the future of occu-
pied Arab East Jerusalem, until
last. A final peace agreement
would be reached by next
September, settling the most

difficulf" quéstions of control of
Jerusalem and possible Pales-
tinian statehood. - ¢ iz
Latest reports coming out
from Israel indicate that Ehud
Barak may be ready to recog-
nise a Palestinian state but
with conditions attached that
Yasser Arafat would find both
tempting and painful to accept.
Barak is ready to recognise a
Palestinian state early next
year, after complete implemen-
tation of the Wye accord. In re-
turn, the Palestinians would
postpone discussion of

Jerusalem and the four million
refugees. These two issues were
supposed to be part of the final
status negotiations.

If these reports are true, it
would be something Arafat
would be tempted to consider.
He is 70 and in poor health. He
has spent his entire life fighting
for such recognition from Is-
rael. But it would also create a
problem as any attempt to drop
the refugees and Jerusalem is-
sue from the final status talks
would be seen by many of his
followers as a betrayal. More-
over, the longer the future sta-
tus of Jerusalem remains unre-
solved, the greater the proba-
bility of more Jewish settle-
ment in East Jerusalem, which

the Palestinians would like to
see as the capital of their state.
The fate of the Palestinian
refugees is also a central issue
that cannot be ignored for too
long. Currently there are about
four million refugees, many of
them languishing in camps in
the occupied territories and in
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.
Unless some attempts are made
for their rehabilitation, they
Wwill becomne a permanent focus
of instability for the entire re-
gion. Without a just solutiorn for
them, it is-unlikely that a com-
prehensive negotiated peace can
ever be agreed upon. Israel will
be surrounded by communities
of Palestinians who have not
forgotten the fact of disposses-
sion. Moreover, their presernce
could also undermine the sta-
bility of their host countries.

Whatever may be its short-
comings, the latest agreement is
good news not only because it

moves Palestinians and Is-
raelis closer to peace; it will
also make it possible for nego-
tiators in Israel and Syria to
resume the peace talks Isrzel
broke off in 1996. If the past is
any indication, any successful
negotiation between these two
countries must be based on reli-
able guarantees of peace and se-
curity in return for a with-
drawal from Arab land, specifi-

“cally, the Golan Heights.

The possibility of such a deal
is much brighter now than it
was a week ago, thanks to the
latest achievement by the
Palestinians and Israelis.
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eas don't care who you are; others are intent on knowing

THE Clintons are looking for houses in New York. Some ar-

more about the

potential buyers.

So it is with Happy Valley Shangri-La, which has a
committee to interview prospective buyers.

chase?"
"I'm sure the la
ways spoken highly of me."

| Happy Valley?

"Mr. Clinton, can anyone recommend you fo r this pur-
er Ken Starr will send a letter. He has al-
‘Mrs. Clinton, can you tell us why you want to buy a home in

'l want to be near my ancestors. They all lived in Scarsdale."

“Mr. Clinton, is there anything we should know about you
that you haven't told us in your application?"

"My life is an open book. I have never made anything up".

"Mrs. Clinton, is there anything we should know about Mr.
Clinton that he hasn't told us?"

“I've said all I want to say about that in Talk magazine. Look,
we're just two simple people who want a nice home where we can
sit on the porch and count our blessings and legal

"We're not badgering you, Mrs Clinton. What makes Mr. Clin-

fees.”

ton believe he can take care of a $2 million house in Happy Val-

ley?’

"He ran the United States for eight years. and it has never

been in better shape.”

private property.”

outs in their own back yards."

"Mrs. Clinton, do you have an
"I'd love to be president of the

[ know you can't achieve something
"Hillary is good with people.” Mr. Clinton says,

Mr. Clinton says. "l launched 75 cruise missiles at Kosovo
| and Iraq. That in itself should guarantee how much I care about

"Bill doesn't like to be pushed around,” Mrs Clinton adds.

"Mr. Clinton, have you ever been involved in an inappropri-
ate relationship with anybody we know?"

'If you mean have I ever had a Platonic golf game with some-
body, the answer is NO. That's why | want to live in Happy Val-
ley, where everybody minds their own business and has cook-

political ambitions?"
ap&j,r Valley Garden Club. But
at big overnight.”

“What attracted you to Happy Valley?"

"Every house looks like the

ite House."

The head of the board says, "Our architects are known for

their imagination."”

Mr, Clinton asks, "Is it all right to build a presidential li-

brary?"

“As long as you don't build it in the front yard. Well, Mr. and
Mrs Clinton, it looks like you pass the test. You'll be happy to
know we have bingo every Friday night."

By special arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate

and UUNB.

Will the Asian Recovery Last?

by Dr Munim Kumar Barai

For the moment it seems that a repeat of the 1997-98 type crisis is most unlikely. The most dangerous elements
for the generation of the crisis have been identified more than one way. So the policy planners or the party in
power cannot make the same mistake to face the fury of another attack, at least for the time being.

country in 1997, people were
seen on the street to pray and
collect funds to help the gov-
ernment to tackle the financial
emergency, Factories were
closed down, unemployment
rose and the most dynamic Ko-
rean chaebols' lost much of
thgiri glamnour, The  cuffrency
‘won'"also lost it valuefdue to
thé crisis. The €conomy con-
iracted a provisional 5.8 per
cent in 1998 from 1997, the
worst performance on record.
But the worst seems to be over
for Korea. Now the industrial
output is back to the pre-crisis
level. Investment in plants and
equipment is expected to go u
by 25 per cent in the second half
of 1999, Private consumption is
rising, unemployment rate is
dropping, and so the confidence
level of the Korean people is
aining momentum. The con-
irmation of the recovery has
been substantiated by the fore-
cast of the Ministry of Finance
and Economy that the GDP
would expand by 7.2 per cent in
the second quarter after posting
a 4.6 per cent rise in the first
quarter. The Bank of Korea has
projected that the economy is to
grow by an average 6.8 per cent
year-on-year in 1999, while the
private economists are fore-
casting 5-8 per cent GDP growth
for this year.

Malaysia is turning around
quickly. Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohammad was
straight fast in refusing the IM-
F's fund and prescription pack-
age after the debacle. He even
“horrified repeatable opinion
by imposing capital controls,”
as described by Paul Krugman,
the famed M.I.T. professor. In

" various industrial

I_he process of controlling the
oreign capital, one-year lock-
ing system was imposed, fixed
pegging of ringgit against the
dollar remained in place and

. exchange market was kept un-
- der close watch,, Aide
¢+ muych devalued ringgit. the ex-
' port of the coun

by a

has gone up.
The problem of E‘gde dgt?cit 'hgs
turned into a widening trade
surplus. Actually the manufac-
turing sector has bounced back
strongly fuelled by the strong
export-driven demand. In the
domestic market demand for
and con-
sumer products is increasing.
Consumer confidence is an im-
portant element to keep the
growth going. The latest infor-
malion suggests a 5.2 per cent
surge of industrial output in the
12 months upto May 1999. After
the contraction of the economy
in 1998, the economic recovery
seems to be underway.

For Thailand. the crisis-led
recession hit the economy very
badly. But now the economy
might be on the mend. It was the
devaluation of the Thai baht
that ignited the financial flu
that engulfed the entire region
hitting most of the economies.
The crisis adversely affected the
entire Thai society in all re-
spects. The property business
became the single most victim
of the crisis, Multinationals
had to curtail or even stop
many production lines. In the
year 1998, the economy con-
tracted by 9.4 per cent. Now the
National and Social Develop-
ment Board estimates that the
Thai economy is poised to grow
h]:',l’ 0.9 per cent year-on-year in
the first quarter of this year.

For the whole of 1999, projec-
tions are for one per cent or

slightly better economic
growth. Again the Thai recov-
ery is led by the growth in the

manufacturing sector. Good
signals are emanating from the
export ‘sector as well. Actudlly,
figures indicate a positive trénd
—*the manufacturing index is
up, the current account surplus
is strong, and export trend is
good. Though the improvement
is not at all comparable with
that of the hey days of the Thai
economy or the recovery like
that i{s going on there in South
Korea, the positive signal to-
wards recovery should not be
missed.

Indonesia, the worst hit in
the turmoil, is also expounding
confidence in the recovery. The
confidence is based on the facts
that the rupiah stabilized be-
tween 6300 and 6700 per dollar;
inflation is also down and in-
terest rates have also declined
sharply. Though the GDP in the
first half of 1999 still con-
tracted and during the period of
the crisis has sustained a 20 per
cent drop, it is expected to start
expanding in the second half of
the year.

Singapore, the Philippines,
Hong Kong and of course Japan
are showing signs of recovery.
The stock market indexes indi-
cate that bourses at all-impor-
tant centers of Asia are doing
better business in recent days.
The speed and extent of the re-
covery in the stock markets
have taken even the optimists
by surprise. Over the past 12
months those in Thailand and
Malaysia have doubled. The
main indexes in Seoul and Sin-

gapore are now above where
they were in mid- 1997 when the
collapse began. Foreign in-
vestors are coming back,
though not in flocks, to the
markets they were so bullish
about not 'so long ago. The eco-
roric malatse seems ‘to' Have
E:Et?l arrested' and driven back
y the economy managers.

But will th}; recovery last?
This is probably a billion-dol-
lar question right now. Though
the policy planners and others
who know about economics are
optimistic about the continua-

, tion of the process, skeptics are

also there.

"For when you come down to
it", wrote Paul Krugman in a re-
cent article in the Time, " Asia
has not emerged from the crisis

with any clear idea about to

avoid the next one. None of the
vulnerabilities that made the
great Asian crisis in 1997-38
possible has disappeared, and
there is every reason to believe
that Asia has emerged from the
crisis with its long term
prospects far less promising
than had seemed only two years
ago.” Professor Krugman defi-
nitely has his points when he
argues this,

Actually many more 'chae-
bols' in South Korea need to be
shaking up. They have huge
debt burden; the weight of de gt
can push them to collapse creat-
ing another crisis for the coun-
try. Daewoo, the second largest
conglomerate in South Korea,
shake-up might be an indicator
in the direction. In Thailand
huge loans are still on the book
and trade surplus is shrinking
again. For Indonesia, a con-
stant fear of a political insta-

bility is looming large in the
horizon. An independent East
Timor might have a snow-
balling effect on the entire na-
tion. On the financial side, the
banking sector is yvet to recover
from the damage the ‘crony cap-
italism’' has done to the sector.
Moreover, as the signs of recov-
ery is becoming evident, a kind
of complacency might emerge
with the reform measures initi-
ated after the debacle. The al-
ready sluggish reform measures
may further be slowed down
keeping a fertile ground for any
future crisis to spread fast.
., Another ma%)ﬂr cause of con-
cern for most of the countries
would be the huge amount of
domestic and foreign debt, par-
ticularly the second one, they
are having at this moment. The
figure miﬁht go up for few of
them in the near future. Man-
agement of debt, rather prudent
management of it to lower the
burden of servicing them would

-be needed to handle the present

as well as the coming situation
of the economies.

Though some progress has
been made in the implementa-
tion of fundamental and struc-
tural reforms, further reforms
are still needed to avoid any fu-
ture crisis. But for the moment
it seems that a repeat of the
1997-98 type crisis is most un-
likely. The most dangerous el-
ements for the generation of the
crisis have been identified more
than one way. So the policy
planners or the party in power
cannot make the same mistake
to face the fury of another at-

tack, at least for the time being.
The involvement of interna-
tional financial organizations
and other lending agencies and
also the people of the countries
would play the balancing role
in this regard.

The writer is an Assistant
Professor at Bangladesh Insti-
tute of Bank Management, Mir-
pur, Dhaka.

- Why registration

Sir, During an exchange of
views with the editors of na-
tional dailies and news agen-
cies, PM Sheikh Hasina sug-
gested that along with the sex-
workers the name of their cus-
tomers should also be regis-
tered. Then again she said, "We
have constitutional obligation
to discourage this profession
and bring the brothel inmates
to a decent and normal life
from this cursed life.”

Though 1 appreciate the
above observation of our PM,
my question is, when the gov-
ernment has already taken up
the hard task of banishing this.
immoral
soil through rehabilitation of
sex-workers then why again the
provision for registration of the
sex-workers and their cus-
tomers?

M Zahidul Haque
BAI. Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhaka-1207.

Really interesting

Sir, A recent seminar on
corruption, organised received
much media attention. | think a
re-iteration of a few of the ver-
bal offerings won't be superflu-
ous here. Former Finance Min-
ister Saifur Rahman pointed
out that corruption in bureau-
cracy is at least similarly
widespread as in politics and as
harmful to the nation. Food
and Agricultural Minister Be-
gum Matia Chawdhury said
that with the establishment of
demncrac‘y we can relatively
advance forward by breaking

1 _the chains of corruption.

profession from our’

The implied meaning of the
word “relatively” caused a
small verbal storm. Chief Jus-
tice Mostafa Kamal recom-
mended an education system
with a strong religious and
moral bias to instill ethical
values.
| think the most acute and
emlike observation that made
this exchange of sublime airs a
most interesting event, was pre-

sented by Mr Salahuddin.

Ahmed of BRAC. He said thgy{
this seminar was his 20-50
participation in seminars of

similar agenda and he still

finds a net result of zero from
all these auspicious gatherings.
He suggested that a seminar on
these seminars would perhaps
be somewhat more effective.
Interesting, indeed.

Shafiqur Rahman

Lalmatia, Dhaka

Dangerous electric
wires

Sir, A high power line of
11,000 voltage supplyin —
tricity from {%hualﬁglﬁ-gt:gg:n
to a textile mill and other units
CrOSSes over many residences of
West Brahmondi, the most
thriving residential quarter of
Narsingdi municipal area.

People living in these houses
are under continuous tension.
Should these wires torn away
by storm or for any other rea-
aun. the ;'esﬁlflt wn;lﬂd be colossal
amage to life and pro ;

The cnnstructign g?nm}rultl—
storied building is impossible.
A few years ago a labour was
killed when his head came in

contact with the live wires. In
the subsequent years several
labours were injured in the
same way when they were work-
ing. Children are always at the
risk of their life when they play
on the roof.

It is therefore requested that
the government and the au-
thorities concerned take im-
mediate action to remove this
dangerous wires.

Md Sharif Sarker

on behalf of the

residents of West Brahmondi
Narsingdi

Twelve new

universities

Sir. The Government has
planned to establish 12 new
universities in the country's 12
greater (old) districts where
there is no such institute. This
is no doubt, a welcome project,
but “all the 12 universities will
be on Science and Technology”
is not a good news at all.

Universities should be
universal' in containing capac-
ity and to be a full university,
an educational institution of
the highest rank should con-

tain the faculties like 1) Arts, 2)

Social Science, 3) Commerce, 4) -

Natural Sciences, 5) Biological
Sciences, 6) Medical Sciences 7)
Agriculture, 8) Law ete. But a
Science and Technology Uni-
versity may at best contain 4-7
faculties i.e. it is subject to be a
partial university.

Private universities do not
have enough seats for the under
graduates. Therefore a number
of government and private col-
leges have opened Honours and
Masters courses. But the stan-
dard of education in these insti-
tutions is far below than the

way.
Lately

mancha ma

0.0001

AZ
Dhaka -

Sir, The banking sector, already
techniques, has now attracted gun-toting mastaans at directors’ meeting,

Earlier, for several years, the nascent stock exchange institution (we cannot handle money) had
been brought to it knees (due to know forces); it is still unable to stand upright, or even walk, with or
without invalid-aid. We are the proud carriers of the sick and the ai
Bangladesh Biman). The CBAs have become corny bullish associations, tickling others the wrong

Where is the good news?

reeling under the loan defaulters’ elusive submerging

the grabbers of land and water bodies (running and still) have been in the news. The
electricity is still blinking, and the ports of entry have become depots of resistance. The power sector
is subject to heavy power loss, topped by the political sector, which reigns supreme in the art of non-

doing.

T'lg"xe secretariat staff are licking their wounds (not inflicted by the foreign dogs). and a second .
be in the offing (for balancing). In the recent HSC exam results, one-half failed.
although full salaries were paid to the academic guardians. We were
are importing it. What's wrong with the natural flow of things and events?

Transhipment, transit and corridor are in the news. How about a demo test beforg deciding
(computer simulation)? The expert winner of this demo competition may be awarded a prize of
per cent of the gross annual income for one year earned by Ba
around Tk 2,000 crore, mind you), What to award if it was decided after the demo to postpone the
transit issue? The public sector health service is neither healthy and public nor curative, according
to press reports. There is one area of containment: curb the baksheesh culture. The toll collectors are
above any culture; and all collectors do not pay VAT. Perhaps value is not added. Does not matter; we
specialize in liabilities, regardless of premium. Perhaps our economy is based on democratic so-
cialism, judging by the way we nurse the SOEs.

g sectors (including the

rting fertiliser, but now we

ladesh (estimated to be

. e L

general universities.

Therefore to remove this bi-
asness towards science educa-
tion and for even distribution
of general universities, the gov-
ernment is fervently requested
to transform at least half of the
proposed 12 new universities in*
general ones.

MAS Mollah
Member BAAS
Dhaka.

New political

tactics '

Sir, In appears that in our
country, politics does not inter-
est many now-a-days, let alone
their sacred right to vote. When
activities like hartals, gheraos,
demonstration, slogans and
high-pitched speeches run high
for national cause, even the un-
lettered people are found laugh-
ing at these displayed confi-
dently in the name of politics.

The 21st century is ap-
proaching. The craft the politi-
cal parties are using in our
country to capture the press and
the people seem to have been
almost outdated. Could they not
come up with new techniques
for the new century like face-to-
face dialogue or discussions ex-
plaining more and more impor-
tant issues such as transit,
trade, sovereignty of the state or
the Constitution which the
common people do not under-
stand clearlyg

F M Abdur Rob
9, Kallyanpur, Dhaka-1207.



