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Bar leaders
slam attack
on the Bench

Star Report

Top lawyers reacting to the
home minister's statements on
judiciary said yesterday that
the minister abused his par-
liamentary privileges through
his "uncalled for® and "un-
warranted” remarks which
could impact the judicial pro-
cess in future.

In his statements made in
parliament Monday, Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim
accused the higher courts of pa-
tronising the terrorists “by
granting them bails indiscrim-
inately’.

The lawyers' reaction came
in response to The Daily Star
queries.

See Page 11 Col 7
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The discovery of human
skulls and bones as wéll as
bullets and remnants of arms
at Noori Mosque site in
Mirpur recently, has been o
shocking revelation. The
| evidence so far collected and
examined by forensic experts,
clearly suggests that the
mosque site is ome:

Pak Army in '71. more

revelations have emerged
since the discovery, lnl:ﬂnc
how and why Zahir Ralhan
disappeared in January, 1972,
Read this Friday's Star Week-
end Magazine for details ...
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against court: Nasim

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim, facing sharp eriticism
for his remarks about the
higher courts, told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday that what he
said was not against courts
but about dispensation of jus-
tice and sheltering of terror-
ists.

"l spoke for peace and
against terrorism. I spoke for
justice and against those pro-
tecting the terrorists. I shall
continue speaking against who-
ever protects the terrorists.” the
minister said while referring to
the High Court's granting of bail
to Nurunnabi, an accused in the
Udichi murder case, He is also
an accused in three other mur-
der cases.

Nasim further said that the
accused did not turn up in the

By Staff Correspondent

lower court for bail, nor he
sought bail from inside the jail.
He was granted balil as spon as
he appeared before the High
Court.

The minister went on, “Do
they not read newspapers? Do
they not live in this society?
How could they release the ac-
cused arrested by law enforcing

agency personnel risking their
lives?"

In this connection, he said

that everyone must be account-
able to the people for one's
deeds, no matter who one is. “If
the prime minister and the
elected representatives are ac-
countable, then why should
they not be?”

]:Idaslrn made the statement
as he protested a remark by
BNP chief and Leader of the Op-

position Khaleda Zia.

The minister urged her to re-
turn to the House and contest
what he said about peace and
against terrorism. “If neces-
szug. I will prove my remarks
wit Aéaapers and records.”

dressing a public meeting
in the city on Tuesday, the BNP
chief said that the home minis-
ter, f he had the courage.
should come out on the streets
and say what he said in the par-
liarnent about the High Court.

"I don't need to learn from
Khaleda Zia what to say on the
streets and what in the parlia-
ment. If you (Khaleda) have the
courage, contest my remark
standing in the parliament.”
Nasim said. She had no right to
stay away from the House and

See Page 1] Col 8

mass graves of victims of the |

— Inside Today
Article

New Hopes for

Peace in the
Middle East

Column: Connecting
the Dots

by Dr A R Choudhury
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Focus

Managing change in
turbulent times; and
Negative leadership
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Prayer Timings

September 9
Azan Jamaat

( Fajr 4-20 4-25

Johr 12-45 1-15

Asr 4-40 5-00

Maghrib | 6-20 6-24

Esha §-00 8-30
Source: Islamic Foundation

Mid-term review meeting from Sept 13

Donors concermned at worsening
governance, law and order

Donors will meet here for a
two-day mid-term review of the
country’'s development agenda
on September 13 with a grave
concern over the worsening
govérnanhce and law and order.

The deteriorating law and
order has also made the donors
worried about the smooth func-
tioning of both development
projects and private invest-
ments.

According to an official of
ene donor country, the devel-
opment partners are very frus-
trated about the governance sit-

{ uation as there had been no im-

provement in public adminis-
tration.

Out of 22 reform proposals
sent to the Cabinet by the Public
Administration Reform Com-
mission, only three have been
accepted and only ene minor
proposal implemented.

e review meeting will dis-
cuss the direct and indirect im-
pacts of slum eviction on a

p———

By Inam Ahmed

number of areas including chil-
dren's education, HIV and mi-
cro credit programmes.

On the other hand, there will
be discussions on theé current
macro-economic situation, and
the donors are finding that
Bangladesh represents a “low
base case” in this regard.

The slow ort and indus-
trial growth now reflects on a

“basic characteristics of the

economy - lack of competitive-
ness in the global economy,
donors say.

The increase in fiscal deficit
and the ambitious non-tax rev-
enue target for this fiscal will
also figure in the meeting and
IMF may su%}aat for additional
measures in this respect.

They will suggest for a close
watch on the country's external
position aithough there is no
immediate crisis looming,

Meanwhile, the local consul-
tative group of the development
partners met here Tuesday to

decide on the agenda for discus-
sion in the mid-term review,

According to sources, some
donor officials are likely to
meet Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina separately to discuss the
eviction issue.

The review meeting is a fol-
lnw-ug of the aid consortium
meet held in Paris in April this
year. The Tuesday's meeting
also observed that there had
been very little progress in var-
ious areas since the last annual
meeting in Paris.

The review meeting will alsc
want to know the result of a na-
tional assessment for Educa-
tion for All by 2000.

They will also call for a
thorough assessment of the ar-
senic problem, its magnitude
and measures needed
the impendtrg dsuups

The donors will also c¢all for
transparency in spending, and
the defence expenditure may
also come up in this discussion.
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Fierce gunfight leaves 2 killed

Showdown b

T o

Loy B i
llll

Police guarding the Chand Textiles Mills after fierce gunfight between two rival groups
(top), a ransacked room of the mill colony.

_— Star photo

y rival TUs at Chand Textiles

R N B e

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were killed and
at least thirty injured in a pun-
fight between iwo groups of
workers at Chand Textile Mills
at Shaymapur in the city yes-
terday morning.

Traflic movement on the
Dhaka-Narayanganj road came
to a hait for mere than an hour
as they traded gunshots, ex-

loded bombs and clashed with
ethal weaPans for about one
and a hall hours, police and
witnesses sald. Many of the in-
jured were passers-by, '

The dead were identified as
Nasir, 40, reportedly a former
employee of the mill. and
Salahuddin, 23, a pedestrian.

Of the injured, Kamal
Srakar, a security guard of the
mill and three pedestrians --
Rashid, 35, Nizam; 21, Anis_ 13
- were admitted to Dhaka Wrdi-
cal College Hospital (DM,
The rest were admittesd :r
Narayanganj General Hosy.iial,
National Hospital in the =ity
and other clinies, hospital
sources added.

Witnesses said the clash was
sequel to a long drawn rival
between the two groups of miIH
workers, one led by Shahadat
and the other by Lutfar. Three
months ago, the Lutfar group
bagged almost all the posts in a
CBA election and drove some
men of Shahadat group out of
the mill, sources there said.
Both the groups claim to be
backed by ruling Awami League.

The mill authorities and lo-
cal people alleged that police
went to the spot about two hours
though they were informed
soon after the clash broke out.
The mill authorities said, ap-
prehending trouble, they re-
pealedly requested police au-
thorities earlier to deploy force
on the mill premises. But no
step was taken,

Senior police officials of
DMP Eastern Zone were not
available for comment.

Witnesses said, over 50 peo-
ple belonging to Shahadat
group. equipped with firearms,
sharp weapons. crackers, iron
rods and lathis, arrived near
the factery " boats thveugh the
Buriganga niver al around 9 am.
ey got inside the premises

the backside of the mill

See Page 11 Col 8
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No cases filed, no accuser found

10 alleged muggers lynched

in Dhaka, Ctg in a month

At least 10 people suspected

as muggers were lynched in
Dhaka and Chittagong in a
month till September 3, police
sources said, ;

Mob beating followed alle-
gations of snatching of valu-
ables and money from pedestri-
ans. But in most of the inci-
dents, it could not be found who
made the allegation and no
cases were filed. .

In Dhaka, two alleged mug-
gers were beaten to death by a
mob near the south gate of
Baitul Mukarram mosque on
August 3. Identity of the victims
aged about 30 could not be
known.

" By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

Police said the incident took
place when the two were mug-
g€ing a pedestrian. But they
could not trace the pedestrian
and also failed to arrest any one
in connection with the kill]fngsﬁ

Another young man, beaten
by a mob in Jurain area on Au-
gust 12, died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital the followin
day. According to police an
witnesses, ur Rahman, 23,
was suspected as a mugger and
beaten on Jurain Medical Road.

The victim's father Abul
Kalam lodged a case with
Shyampur thana alleging that
his son was killed by unidenti-
fied assailants while he was go-

e T wRee-9 97 I

So/So, I (@16, (NETHYS
9 (EsHIH -0/ EIITE/ (¢} sr-8R/ 930

BRS 90-0b-55BU SB-0¢- 58 UM

ALIE FAFCR wIITe T WA TR @, @@ [AEmE wS-e, TR
WeTEN INI, (Teee, (NS, WEMAAR, BEq, oM @ IHEEED YRR @

TP (SRS qIEfe Fde T 2R
afema 7R .00 B Z&T® 1@ v.c0 a1 468

SIATS « AT

TR (orT TRCeR | SR F

b0.00 od 2Z® T v.oo WA 1w wR cown AR TTH BOLS

TR SRR

AR TR
(wo sfisX a8 s ¢z

SRR G FEET WM Ye-od-3d% TR @ 5P|

IGIERIL

&earem W18 | cobRnt Ewy IR By
IR R Tt o fire Az ot

(TIRMA94I &/, TR 7A9 @re, 9 [Ems w3y m"m R WIHE AP
|

ACL:=Rpk:

A CPIES

ER T
e q0
TR MEMR HIIIA) qefie Ry
FIOAED PN T GIE
CE<E)
SRt
g s ysor-9/y

-y

R Tfegarr w4 8w Ry,

(sErfie AR ARFEIRE I BB (Tl YRR Tren W oM
famrmrg, oriTerd

NS AFL ISR Aefls Rmmey,
FNEINE F @& .
RIe g I ARfE RAER, I ¢RR 93I89 (SR |

(SR |
YN 9EFR WM W3IM
(S5

AN 419 SIHB KW

(SR | |

IITACTD

SHR |

bIl-0 W3 QAT

@wwwﬁnwmi

>
e Tton S

| gust 30, the
 ldentifled.

ing to his (Rahman) sisters'
residence.

Two other alleged muggers —
Mintoo and Dulal were
lynched in North Jatrabari
area on September 1.

Besides, a suspected mugger
— Shaheen — was beaten to
death on Hrishikesh Das Lane
in the old city area on Septem-
ber 3.

His father Zahiruddin
lodged a murder case with Su-
trapur thana. He said that his
son was mentally unsound and
was a drug addict. but he was
not a mugger.

In Chittagong, three young
men died to mob beating at
Halisahar on August 6, Police
identified two of the victims as
Alamgir and Jahdhangir while
the other remained unidenti-
fied.

Local people caught them
when someone raised a hue and
cry -that they were dacoits. The
mob took them to a local school
_g?und. tied up their hands and

8 and beat them to death,
Another man was lynched
while allegedly trying to flee
after snatching money from
someorie in old Chaktai area
under C dgaon thana on Au-
- ¥ictim could not be

191 EPI officials, staff
not getting salary

By Naimul Haqg

The officials and staff in-
volved in the government's Ex-
tended Programme on Immuni-
sation are not getting salary for
the past two months, EPI
sources said,

Of the 191 EPI officials and
staif, 114 are posted at its head-
quarters in Dhaka and the rest
are in districts.

"We have not received our
salary since July and we had
simmilar experience last year as
well. There is no assurance
from the government till now
as to when it would disburse our
salary. We are suffering badly,"
one olficial told this corre-
spondent. ¥ s o

In this connection, another
official pointed out that on
completion of the five-year
Fourth Population and Health
Project (FPHP) in June last
year, all its projects camme wnder
the Health and Population Sec-
tor Programme (HPSP).

"The operation plans {OPs)
under HPSP have not yet been
approved. Without OPs, funds
for salary cannot be released
from the finance ministry. It is
not only EPlL. a number of other
development projects in the
health sector are also hit by
this problem," he said.

EPI is a development project
funded by the government and
donor agencies including the
World Bank. Launched on the
World Health Day on April 7,

1979, it is considered a ' success-
ful preventive healthcare pro-
gramme', EP] manpower is also
utilised on National Immuni-
sation Days [NIDs), Sub-NIDs
and for disease Surveillance of
flaccid afaralysis. measles and
neonatal tetanus, he added.

To solve the problem faced
by EPI officials and staff, a
high-powered team had rec-
ommended bringing all of them
under revenue budget, instead of
development budget. The Exec-
utive Committee of National
Economic Council (ECNEC) also
endorsed it.

When contacted, high offi- -

cials of the health ministry
said since EPI's fourth phase is
up to the year 2000, the transfer
could not take Hf»lace despite
ECNEC's apﬁ:mv .
"When the fourth phase is
over, EPl manpower and those
of other development projects
facing similar problems can be
transferred,” one official said,
EPI vaccination covers
lio, measles, tetanus, diphthe-
ria, partussis and Bacillus

Carlmat Guirine (BCG).

The donors for EPI include
Unicef, Japanese government,
WHO, USAID, Rotary.Interna-
tional, SIDA, CIDA, DFID, US
Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention in Atlanta, SDC and
Australian International De-
velopment Bureau.
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sitting on 1ts report

The tenture of the Agriculture
Commission has been extended
once again on some grounds
that do not seem logical. offi-
cial sources said.

Now it has to complete its
assignment by December this
year.

The Commission finalised a
report on development of agri-
C\Et.l.ire in May and sought ex-
tension of its tenure on the plea
of holding workshops for elicit-
ing experts’ views on ils report.

"Over four months have

assed but no initiatives for

olding of workshops are still
in sight. The Commission is
simply sitting on a very impor-
tant report which deals with the
future agricultural economy of
the cguniry.” said a source in-
Walwed in preparation of the re-

headed by

By Reaz Ahmad

Tenure
extended
again

the Prime Minister's Food and
Agriculture Adviser AM Ani-
suzzaman was set up on No-
vember 9 1996 with a mandate
to submit a report on 'crop sec-
tor’ within a year.

The others in the Commis-
sion are Prof Wahiduddin
Mahmud, Prof Ainun Nishat,
Dr SM Hasanuzzaman, Dr
AMM Shawkat All, Dr Zahurul
Karim, Shahidul Islam and
Syed Ali Kabir.

"Inclusion of non-crop sec-
tors in its terms of reference

Jater gave grounds for the

‘Commission to take a longer &
" time for preparin

the report.

After two and a half years, it

finalised a report in May but
the culture ministry is still
to get it," the source said.

“Now that the report is pre-

pared but not disclosed or dis-
cussed, some policy decisions in
agriculture sector taken re-
cently were in sharp contrast
with the Commission’s recom-
mendations”, sald a Commis-
sionh member seeking anony-
mltly- ?Iﬂt,.l.*..

n this connection, he re-
ferred to the government deci-
sion to hand over agricultural
colleges to the education min-
istry and said, “We the members
of the Commission are taken
aback to see how our suggestion
for keeping agriculture educa-
tion under line ministry is be-

ing ignored”.
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