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Villa doesn’t
want Stan
back

BIRMINGHAM, England.
Sept 7: Aston Villa manager
John Gregory has warned trou-
bled striker Stan Collymore he
must seal a permanent move to
First Division side Fulham,
where he is currently playing
on loan, reports AFP,

Speculation is growing that
Fulham mniight decide to send
the 28-year-old former England
international striker back to
Villa Park when his three-
month loan deal ends on Octo-
ber 19.

However the Villa boss made
it clear Tuesday that, for the
sake of his career, Collymore
needs to make the move perma-
nent.

"This might be his last
chance of getting himself a club
and hel?as to mdaiée them keen
to si im."” said Gregory.

“Ig;llave a feeling thﬁt%lham
might want to buy him.

"He would be better oif stay-
ing there than coming back to
us.

"He was training with the re-
serves before he went there and
he would go back to that if he re-
turned.”

Villa paid a club r= .id 7
million pounds (11.2 million
dollars) to sign Collymore from
Liverpool in the summer of
1997. But a combination of poor
form and much-publicised
problems in his private life
over the past two years has seen
his vajue plummet.

= Soccercide!

TBILISI, Sept 7: A security
man was killed when fire
nearly destroyed the main soc-
cer stadium in Kutaisi, Georgia's
second largest city, a senior
Torpedo Kutaisi official said on
Monday, reports Reuters.

“i1ne fire, which broke out on
Sunday morning, spread so
?uil:kl that by the time the

irefighters arrived the blaze
had already destroyed the club
house, locker rooms and part of
the wooden stands in the 8,000-
seat stadium,” club director Mu-
rad Kutateladze told Reuters.

"A security man, who appar-
ently was asleep when the fire
started, was found burned to
death.”

Kutateladze said that Tor-,
pedo would probably be forced
to move their UEFA Cup first
round match against AEK
Athens on September 16 to
Thilisi.

However, Torpedo Kutaisi
president Mikhail Korkia in-
sisted his club will repair the
stadium in time for the UEFA
Cup tie.

"l can assure you, we'll do our
best to restore our stadium for
that game. | personally guaran-
tee it,” said Korkia, who won
1972 Olympic basketball gold
with the Soviet Union.

It was the second misfortune
for the Georgian Cup holders in
the last two weeks.

Armed gunmen raided their
club house during a UEFA Cup
qualifier on August 26, stealing
a video, a television set and sets
of players' kits.

"The police told us that the
fire looked very suspicious,” Ku-
tateladze said. "They are inves-
tigating if the latest incident
had anything to do with the
previous robbery."

Vazquez new

Mallorca
coach

MADRID, Sept 7: Spaniard
Fernando Vazquez has replaced
Argentinian Carlos Gomez as
coach of last season's Cup Win-
ners Cup finalists ReaF Mal-
lorca, it was announced on
Monday, reports AFP.

The 45—{‘ear—uld Vazquez,
former coach of Spanish sides
Compostella and Oviedo, has
signed a contract with the
Si)anish First Division side un-
til next June, with the o%ption
of an additional year.

The Spanish Football Fed-
eration (RFEF) on Thursday re-
ﬁm&d,tn allow Gomez to coach

allorca - dealing another
blow to their appalling start to
the season.

In a statement the Federa-
tion supported the Spanish
Coaches Commission which
had said that Gomez had only
18 months experience of being
in charge of a club and not the
three years required by the
Spanish authorities in order
for a foreign coach to be given a
licence,

The Commission had re-
jected Mallorca's claim that
Gomez's tenuze at Ferrocarril
and Lanus qualified him for the
post saying that the Argen-
tinian had been an assistant
--£oach and not the chief.

mez, who had had to sit on
the: "sidelines watching Mal-
10 rca lose their first two League
matches and get knocked out of
the Champions League prelimi-
nary round by unheralded Nor-
wegians Molde, said he was
devastated by the decision.

Chance to be

on camera

GLASGOW, Sept 7: More than
23,000 supporters sat for six
hours in Scotland’'s national
stadium on Sunday for the ul-
timate fantasy football match, |
reports Reuters. :

The start-struck fans turned
up at Hampden Park simply in
the hope of making it on to the
cinema screen for a split-sec-
ond as part of a new film featur-
ing Oscar winner Robert Duvall
and former Scotland striker
Ally McCoist.

The producers of The Cu
Final, a rags-to-riches tale
about a football team from a
small Scottish village, believe
that Hampden's cast of thou-
sands will help provide the au-
thenticity which has plagued so
many of football's attempts to
snuﬁgnclheugig SCTeen.

! arliner, ucer of th
7.5 million Pt -
lion dollars) film, said. "We
wanted to capture the spirit of
the famous Hampden roar."

Romania just a whisker away

PARIS, Sept 7 : On

-""j_.;'_:i\ 'a night of poten-
unoﬂ.iﬂll}" decisive
ooﬂ!Eum 2000 guali-

o fiers, arguably the
most  mou -

tering match is the Group Seven
meeting where Romania, in-
spired by the ageless 'Maradona
of the Carpathians' Gheorghe
Hagi, host Portugal - a win for
the Romanians would wrap up
the group and even_a draw

GEORGHE HAGI

should suffice as their last
match is in Liechtenstein.

The Portuguese, who trail
Romania by a point, will only
have themselves to blame as
what should have been a certain
three points in Azerbaijan on
Saturuay ended in the European
giants grabbing an injury-time
draw and allowed Romania to
take back the initiative.

{ - ship

Shad

Elsewhere in Group Four
World Cup winners France, who
were unimpressive in the 0-0
draw against Ukraine, must
win in Armenia to keep in
touch with Ukraine, who lead
the French by a poeint and travel
to Iceland, and second-placed
Russia, who are away at An-
dorra.

The French, who have really
struggled in their last three

roup matches losing 3-2 to

ussia at home, beating An-
dorra 1-0 thanks to a late
penalty and the scoreless draw
with the Ukraine, will not have
it easy in Armenia - as their
hosts showed when holding
Ukraine 0-0 earlier in the cam-
paign.

It is scoring that is proving
the World Champions Achilles
heel and a totally out of sorts
Nicolas Anelka could well be
dropped for the match after
what even the normally self as-
sured 20-year-old admitted was
a poor performance on Satur-
day.

French. captain Didier De-
schamps, who has proved a
great buy for English Premier-
side Chelsea, admitted that
Anelka, who has not scored for
the national side since a mar-
vellous double against England
in February, was perhaps not in
the right frame G?I‘I}lﬂd to lead
the French forward line.

"He's still only 20-years-old
and nedds to mature more." De-
schamps said.

"He isn't in very good form at
the moment and the element of
surprise he had when he first
became an international has
worn off plus now he's usually
by two defenders,” he
added.

Ironically two of the players
currently under fire from
Anelka his Real Madrid team-

Work cut out for France

mates Raul and Fernando
Morientes should have no prob-
lems in shooting past Cyprus in
their Group Six match despite
the Cypriots having cost them
three points and then coach
Javier Clemente his job last
September.,

The duo, who have been ac-
cused by the Frenchman of de-
to him
Dennis

liberately not passin
just as he accuse

NICOLAS ANELKA

Bergkamp and Marc Overmars
of doing the same when he was
at Arsenal, should have too
much firepower for the Cypriots
and assure their side of winning
the group.

sgpeti S NAPLES, Italy,
4> Sept 7: Whether or
onot Christian

Vieri is at the
‘helm, Italy should
cruise into the Eu-
ro 2000 finals here on Wednes-
day night after facing Group 1
rivals Denmark, reports AFP.

Vieri pulled out of training
with a tweaked muscle on Mon-
day, but team officials claimed
that it wouldn't stop their World
Cup star from furning out for
the victory march against the
Danes.

Vieri gave coach Dino Zoff
food for thought when the burly
striker missed all but the first
few minutes of training. He
completed a few laps of the
ﬁitch at Italy's training ground

ere before heading back into
the locker-room.

Zoft said: "Christian felt a
sniall pain at the start of
lraining and we preferred not to
take any chances. | believe, and
| hope. that it's nothing serious,
so | haven't even considered the
idea of replacing him."

Unbeaten so far, Italy have
done so well that they can even
afford to lose 1-0, let alone
draw, here at Diego Maradona's
old San Paolo stadium. Even if
they then wernt on to lose
against Belarus.

However, their ever-cautious
~vach Zoff has no desire to
wasle lime poring over UEFA
{egulatlnns with a pocket calcu-
ator,

"Those kind ,of sums are of
no interest to me whatsoever,"
said Zofl. "We will be playing to
get the best possible result we
can."

To prove that, Zoff will be
fielding the two most prolific
sirikers currently in Italian
football, Vieri and his best mate

s rre- e L,
R e

off the pitch, Filippo Inzaghi of

~Juventus.

Friends since their Under-21
days together, and now paired
in the absence of striker
Alessandro Del Piero, Zoff

Not much at stake for Italy

hopes their natural under-
standing will translate into
goals on Wednesday.

Vieri blasted a hat-trick on
his Inter Milan debut 10 days'
ago, while "Pippo" Inzaghi
scored half of the 14 goals in
Juventus' successful Intertoto
campaign, and another in their
opening league match.

"Pippo and | have never let
Zoff down." said Vieri, who
scored five times in his coun-
try's ill-fated run at France 98.
"And if Italy are just one step
"away from qualifying, then it's
also down to our goals."

Though Zoff would obviously
like to win, he is also ready to
settle for a draw, judging by the
kind of muscle he is planning to
put in the middle of the park:
Parma hit-man Dino Baggio
refurns to partner Demetrio
Albertini.

Eusebio Di Francesco and
Diego Fuser will man the

. flanks, while injured skipper

Paolo Maldini makes way for
Giuseppe Pancaro in defen-e,
alongside Fabio Cannavaro,
Alessandro Nesta and Chris-
tian Panucci.

Parma's Gianluigi Buffon
will be between the posts.

Italy reached the 1998 World
Cup by winning a play-off
against Russia two years ago in
this same stadium, where C: n-
navaro was once a ball-boy. On
Wednesday night, there should '
be a second round of celebra-
tions,

}:bound (12.02 mil-

called Tuesday for

a crackdown on

cheats who are ru-
ining the Serie A every weekend
by diving in the penalty area or
teigning injury.

Bari coach Eugenio Fascetti
led the charge at a meeting here
by calling for the culprits to be
sent off instead of given a yel-
low card, as the rules currently
stand.

The talks started off with a
FIFA circular which obliges
referees to dismiss any goal-
keeper who trips an opponent
on his way to goal.

But Fascetli broke in to say:
"The problem isn't to do wit

Il ROME, Sept 7:°
= [talian coaches
and officials

‘red cards for goalkeepers. The

with plagers faking things.

1e battle which we should
alhbe waging now is to make it a
red card offence for anyone who -
tries to be clever by taking a
dive.

"These are the people who
are ruining football."

Fascetti was quickly backed
by Lazio , keeper Luca
Marchegiani, who said: "The
fight against players who fake
things could be made easier.

"Because let's be honest, they
are the ones who cause all the
ung\leasant situations which
end up involving us goalkeepers
as well. And giving them a red
card could be a good deterrent."

~ Other coaches were less op-

real Emﬂgg,enc}r we are facing is

3‘h"_:an,;eu.lhl’t.n_ Endo of Japan (L) celebrates with teammate
Hidetoshi Nakata after scoring a goal in the
i South Korea yesterday in Tokyo.

4-1 defeat of
— AFP photo

‘this country.
coaches really willing to he

ie A coaches slam fakers

timistic, believing that cheat-
ing was now endemic to soccer
in Italy.

Verona's Claudio Prandelli
said: "Faking is part of the
game. People have been talking
about changing football for the
last 25 years. But tendencies
like these have put down roots."

Inter's Marcello Lippi, who
made world champions out of
Juventus before resigning last
February, said: "I've often been
to schools to talk about foot-
ball. And I found kids of 10 who
admitted that if they scored a
goal with their hands, they cer-
tainly wouldn't own up to the
teachers,

"When 1 played,” said the
former defender of the 1970s, "I
didn’t often end up in the oppos-
ing penalty area. But when [ did,
the idea of diving would never
have entered my mind.

"It's all changed now and
partly because of the new rules.
It's created the new position of a
sliding-striker." |

Another target at Monday's
meeting was the players who 'Eit
the ground writhing and crying
out in agony. apparently on the
point of death, only to hop up to
their feet a minute later.

AC Milan coach Fabio
Capello said: "It's now got to the
point where some players are
specialising. There are some
who take a dive and then
scream, just to make an im-
pression on the referee.

"We need to set up a commis-
sion that can use TV evidence to
suspend players like these."

His anger was echoed by
players union boss Sergio Cam-
pana, who said: "It's disgusting
to see off-the-ball incidents
wiere one player gets just a
flick from an opponent -- and
then drops to the ground as if
he'd been struck by lightning."

But pointing the finger, he
added: "I'm the first to want to
change the (sporting) culture of
But are Pvuu

P
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m Akinbiyi
WOLVERHAMPTON, Eng-
land, Sept 7: Nigerian striker
Ade Akinbiyi on Tuesday com-
}JlElEﬂ his 3.5 million pound
5.6 million dollar) move from
Bristol City to English first di-
vision side Wolverhampton

Sporta

ynationals includi

taking banned

Wanderers, reports AFP.  _

Polish coach

psyches up
Keegan

WARSAW, Sept 7: Polish
coach Janusz Wojcik started the
psychological war ahead of his
side’'s crucial Euro 2000 Group
Five qualifier with England on
Wednesday saying whichever
side lost the match would leave
their coach without a job, re-
ports AFP.

The Poles, who are level on
points with England but trail
them because they lost 3-1 at
Wembley, must garner at least a
point from the match and hope
to grab a draw against group
winners Sweden away from
home next month if they are to
enter Nnovember's runners-up
play-offs while England also
need at least a point as it is
their last match.

Wojcik was reported as say-
ing "it could be 1973 all over
again" - a reference to the Poles'
1-1 draw at Wembley which
stopped England from qualify-
ing for the 1973 World Cup fi-
nals.

He also tried to place more
pressure onto Keegan ahead of
Wednesday's European Cham-
pionship qualifier.

"It's not just about England
and Poland. It's about Keegan
and me - and whoever loses the
game will lose their job."

But Keegan, who took over
the England post last year after
Glenn Hoddle was sacked for
making ill advised comments
about the handicapped, de-
clined to get involved.

"Every coach has the right to
set his team up and say the
things he wants to say," Keegan
said,

"In the same way I've got the
chance to tell the world that my
team is really well prepared and
everything has gone well.

"l don’'t blame anyone for do-
ing that. We all have our own
concerns. I haven't talked too
much about the Poles because 1
am concerned with managing
England and getting the best out
of my players.

“But I suppose by late on
Wednesday night everything
will be answered and all that we

+ thought and said will not mean

as much or will mean more de-
pending on the result.”

| 'New Maradona'

signs for Boro

LONDON, Sept 7: English
Premier League club Middles-
brough have signed Argentine
under-18 international mid-
fielder Carlos Arturo Marinelli
described as the "New
Maradona” — for 1.5 million
pounds (2.4 million dollars).
reports Reuters,

Manager Bryan Robson
clinched the capture of Boca
Juniors’' outstanding prospect
with a visit to Buenos Aires.
Marinelli has signed a five-year
contract.

He will arrive in England
this week for training with
Middlesbrough's array of inter-

coigne and Paul Ince (England),
Hamilton Ricard [Colombia)
and Mark Schwarzer
[Australia).

Robson said: "The boy has
huge potential. Everyone who
has seen him agreed he is one o
the best players of his age they
have ever seen. The talks went
well and Carlos was keen to

join us.”

Marinelli's signing is com-

pensation for Middlesbrough

after French international
Ibrahim Ba decided against a
move from AC Milan.

PARIS, Sept 7: The fate of
France's World Cup winning
striker Christophe Dugarry,
who tested positive for the
baned sero androloe in April,
will be decided by the French
Football Federation (FFF) next
week, his lawyers confirmed on
Monday, reports AFF.

The Marseille player will
anear before a special sitting
of the FFF anti-doping com-
mission on September 16.

The initial hearing had been
set for September 7 but was
pushed back at the request of
Dugarry's lawyers who wanted
additional time to produce evi-
dence from French team doctor
Jean-Marcel Ferret.

According to Dr. Ferret the
substance nandrolone can be
present in creams used by team
physiotherapists, as well as
samples provided by laborato-
ries which do not specify their
contents.

Dugarry, who has denied
substances,
would face a six-month ban
from football if the result is
confirmed.

The former Bordeaux, AC
Milan and Barcelona forward
said: "l have been a professional
for 10 years. If I had been doped
I would have been on other oc-
casions (the player has previ-
ously tested negative on 20 oc-
casions)."

i LIRO Kevin
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England undecided upfront

- WARSAW, Sept 7:
ﬁ England cc?ach
Keegan

00O faces one pressing

2~ selection heada-

che ahead of Wed-

nesday's crucial Euro 2000

Group Five match with Poland -

who to play up front, reports
AFP,

Keegan, whose selection pol-
icy during his brief reign has
drawn heavy ecriticistn, must
choose two from the three of
captain Alan Shearer, whose

-

MICHAEL OWEN
hat-trick against whipping
boys Luxembourg on Saturday
failed to hide the rapid decline
in his ability, -and the poten-
tially more impressive C{Jw:- of
Robbie Fowler and Michael
Ower. =
England have to take at least
a point from the encounter,

ualifying
match, if they are to keep alive
their hopes of finishing as run-
ners-up and make the second
placed play-offs - Poland could
still grab the spot if they draw
here and at group winners Swe-
den in October,

However, Keegan looks cer-
tain to stick by Shearer, who he
says he would willingly pay 15

million pounds for now just as
he did when he was Newcastle

manager, and pick one of the
two Liverpool stars to accom-

_pany him even though the

Owen-Shearer partnership
failed to sparkle in last year's
World Cup finals.

Fowler, who has been in in-
spiring form for Liverpool.
?a}FEd well on Saturda ri)uing
ar more work than Shearer
while Owen, who had just three
minutes of Premiership foot-
ball behind him following a

four month lay-off with a ham-
string injury, came on and
scored the goal of the match at
the end of the second-half.

"Michael's goal was tremen-
dous. [ didn't realise what a goal
it was until 1 saw it on TV on

+Saturday night. All I wanted
was a goal, any goal for the fans
s0 a special one like that was a

hmﬂl._l{ﬁ;" he said.

"He's a Ereat player. I've been
watching him in training and
even though he has hardly
Ela_',red this season because of

is hamstring injury. he doesn't
look rusty - he looks ready.

"When you are looking for a
front pairing, you put some in
and light the touchpaper and
lhe;,v o off like a crackerjack.

‘Then you can and be
clever and say 'l knew it would
work'. But others need time. .

"l like the combination of
Alan Shearer and Robbie
Fowler. Robbie didn't score but
he played a part in some of the
other goals.

— "Previous managers picked
Teddy Sheringham although he
wasn't scoring as many goals at
club level as some of his rivals.
It worked though, so it is about
circumstances and timing."

Keegan, who was a Liverpool
idol himself during the 70's
forming a superb strike part-
nership with Welshman John
Toshack, also has to decide
whether to stick with Kieron
Dyer, who made an impressive
debut against Luxembourg be-
fore going off at halftime with a

ROBBIE FOWLER

. calf strain, or the more experi-

enced Gary Neville.

Keegan, however, is unlikely
to supply any answers to those
selectorial headaches until he
Euhli::l}r names his line-up an

our before the match.

Paul Gas- |

Germans to go for goals

. DORTMUND,
| ”m Germany, Sept 7:

| URQ| Germany, buoyed

J by their hard
» <000 fought 2-1 away

win in Finland on
Saturday. are bent on all-out
attack against Northern
Ireland in their Euro-2000
Group Three match here on
Wednesday - knowing their ul-
limate fate will be decided in
Munich on October 9 against
lurkey, reports AFP.
The Germans, who are level

on points with Turkey but lead -

on goal difference, are, how-
ever, t.ying to keep their minds
on not slipping up against the
Irish, who went down 3-0 to the
Turks on Saturday.

"That (the Turkish match)
does not interest me and we
have to beat Northern Ireland
first,” thundered German coach
Erich Ribbeck; = ==

Ribbeck, who has led the side
to five wins and one defeat.from
theif six Geoup Three games'but
is urfset that he is not getting the
credil he feels he deserves, de-
nied that his attacking style
had been copied off ace German
club sides Bayer Leverkusen
and Bayern Munich.

"That's wrong and the people
who say that should know bet-
ter.” he said.

‘We started using the system
ajﬁlinst Colombia in February
while Bayern Munich and
Bayer Leverkusen started after

"erkusen striker

that to use three _atta-:kers." he
added.

Ribbeck. who took over aftéer

Berti Vogts left the post last
September following an unim-
pressive World Cup finals and
poor results immediately af-
terwards, will have to replace
veteran striker Ulf Kirsten for

A e e

" OLIVER BIERHOFF

the Ireland game.

The 33-year-old Bayer Lev-
came off
against Finland with a ham-
string complaint and Werder
Bremep's Margo Bode, who
scored @vice when the Germans'
beat Northemn Irgland 3-0 win
in Belfast in Mardh, is favourite
to replace him.

"Principally there's not
much to change and the style
remains attacking against the
Irish,” Ribbeck said.

Bode will team up with ace
striker and captain Oliver
Bierhoff, who bagged a hat-
trick in seven minutes against
the Irish two years ago, and will
once again be Germany's main
dangerman as he proved with
both goals in the win over the
Finns.

Bierhoff, whose goals in-
spired AC Milan to the Italian
title last season, is also a keen
advocate of the more attackin
style, which has been bnnstef
by the superb right winger
Oliver Neuville, who set up both
of Saturday’s goals.

'I thought it was good play-
ing with such an attacking for-
mation,” Bierhoff said.

“You could see that after the
break when we more defensive
in our tactics that we had prob-. .

‘.lems. | think three strikers is

the way to go with Ulf (Kirtsen)
and Marco (Bode) so that we

don't get Eushad back so far into
our own half.”
The Irish players have little

to play for but their pride,:-
though some will be playing for
their international tutures as
well as manager Lawrie
McMenemy has contrary to
what many pundits believed
been offered a contract to take
them through to the 2002 World
Cup finals.

Group Eight wide open

Ireland confident of full points

VALETTA, Sept 7:
| "m ‘Republic of Ire-
| URQ land coach Mick

- 9000 McCarthy stood
2 ‘by his decision to
rest his first choi-
ce strikers in Saturday's 1-0 de-
feat by Croatia and said that his

tactics would pay off here on

Wednesday againhst minnows
Malta, reports AFP.

The former Republic of Ire-
land captain. who led the side to
the 1990 World Cup quarter-fi-
nals; said that he had hoped for
at least six points from tihe
three Group Eight matches in
the last week.

With a win against Yu-
goslavia last Wednesday al-
ready in the bag which briefly
lifted the Irish to the top of the
table another three points
against Malta should fulfil that
promise and revive their chal-
lenge with just an away match
in Macedonia to come while *"u-

goslavia, who lost 2-1 in
Dublin, face a quick return
match with Macedonia, whom
they beat 3-1 on Sunday in Bel-
grade - another three points for
them would put all the pressure
back on the Croatians--cur-
rently heading the group-- and
leave their head to head in Za-
greb on October 10 as even more
of a grudge match than usual.
he major worries for Mc-
Carthy is a lengthy injury list
and the searing heat which duir-
ing the day reaches 94 degrees;,

Stand-in captain Steve
Staunton is one nF four Repuhlic
of Treland players battling for
fitness along with centre-backs
Kenny Cunningham (hip), Gary
Breen (groin) and midfielder
Mark Kinsella (knee) - veterans
Roy Keane and Denis Irwin we=re
already out injured following
the Yugoslavia match.

"It is no coincidence that all
four players took part in both

Brown expects
a close contest

TALLINN, Sept 7: Scotland
manager Craig Brown claimed
that should his side's Euro 2000
Group Nine rivals Estonia
bother to turn up on Wednesda
the Scots could be in for a rou
time, reports AFP.

Brown, who was in charge
three years ago when the Esto-
nians failed to turn-up for the
World Cup qualifier here be-
cause they said the floodlights
were faulty, claimed that he had
always seen the Baltic side as
their main rivals for the run-
ners-up spot - the Czech Repub-
lic having claimed the group
months ago. '

Scotland. who beat Bosnia 2-

1l on Saturday, are currently
one point ahead of their hosts,
who have played a game more.
Bosnia and Lithuania are also
in contention, albeit
mar lnallﬁ.
"What happened was a long
time ago and there are no
grudges as far as 1 am con-
cermed,” Brown said.

"I rate Estonia very highly as
| see them as our main rivals
for Erglay*ﬂﬂ' spot.

"They are a good team who
are progressing, very fit and
very sirong. They are not to be

dismissed lightly.
- "We can't afford to show any

CRAIG BROWN
slackness at all. If we do 1 am

sure we will be punished,” he
added. :

Brown, who guided Scotland
to the 1998 World Cup finals,
has only one fitness doubt at
the moment ahead of the
match.

Leeds United midfielder
David Hopkin picked up an
ankle injury during the game in
Sarajevo and could miss out.
But Callum Davidson is avail-
able again after missing the

* Bosnia match as he was sus-

|

games.” said McCarthy,

"None of them have been
able to train since we arrived in
Malta and have got to be classed
as reasonable doubts for the
game. But even if they don't
train on Tuesday it's not that
important and I'm hopeful they
will all be ready.”

McCarthy has taken media
flak for leaving out goal-scorers
Robbie Keane, Mark Kennedy
and giant striker Niall Quinn
against Croatia on Saturday.

‘I didn't want to jeopardise
Lheir chances of being fit for the
Malta game because six points
from three matches is six
}mints wherever you get them
rom.," a_dtﬂant McCarthy said.

Ziege, Bode
return for
Euro duty

BERLIN, Sept 7: Defender
Christiani Ziege and striker
Marco Bode are fit again after

in[i]ur}r and will be available
when Germany play Northern
Ireland in a European champi-
onship Group Three qualifier
on Wednesday, reports Reuters.

Ziege, who plays for English
Premier League Middlesbrough,
sustained a shoulder injury in
Saturday's 2-1 win ﬂver%in-
land. Werder Bremien's Bode
missed the match because of a
sore heel. Both resumed train-

“ing on Monday.

Group Three leaders Ger-
many will be without Bayer
Leverkusen striker Ulf Kirsten,
who tore a muscle in his right
thigh in Saturday's match in
Helsinki.

He is expected to be replaced
by Bayern Munich's Carsten
Jancker for Wednesday's game
in Dortmund.

Basler out
of action

BERLIN, Sept 7: Bayern Mu-
nich midfielder Mario Basler
will be out of action for up to-six
weeks because of a knee injury,
Bayern doctor Hans-Wilhelm

‘Mueller-Wohlfahrt said on
‘Monday, reports Reuters. :

Basler tore a ligament in his
left knee in a friendly between
Bayern and Second Division
Nuremberg last Friday.




