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Wasim Raja

(Former Pakistan cricketer)
“If you are a professional,

you cannot do anything delib- -

erately.”
While t down charges
that Pakistan threw away the

World Cup final against Aus-
tralia. :

‘Saglain misses

Surrey finale

LONDON, Sept 7 (Internet re-
port): Surrey off-spinner
Saglain Mushtaq will miss the
county champions' final match
of the season against Yorkshire
at The Oval. '

Saglain has been released to
plag or Pakistan in Toronto
and will leave on September 14.

Surrey have an agreement
with the Pakistan Cricket

Board that Saglain would stay
until the end of the season.

‘But as they wrapped up their
first championship since 1971
last week, they feel they can
now release him for interna-
tional duty.

‘Rajshahi kabadi,
h’ball results

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 7: Jagrata
Shangha and Shiroil Sporting
Club won their respective
matches in the First Division
kabadi leaigue yesterday.

In the first match at the Ra-
jshahi Outer Stadium, Jagrata
defeated Morning Star 112-19.

In the second match, Shiroil
Sporting Club defeated Bright
Star Club 91-25.

Meanwhile,
Speorting Club defeated
Kadirganj Junior Club 13-9 in
the Metropolitan handball
league at Rajshahi Govt Colle-
giate School playground.

Border takes

over for now

MELBOURNE, Sept 7:
Former Australian cricket
captain Allan Border was con-
firmed today as the world
champions' interitn coach for
next month's tour of Zimbabwe,
reports Reuters.

Border takes over from Geoff
Marsh, who has announced his
retirement from the coaching

role at the end of the current .

tour-of Sri Lanka.

Australian Cricket Board
chief executive Malcolm Speed
said Border's appointment
would provide stability while
the search continued for a per-
manent replacement.
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The JFL selection coach Mit-
sunaga Shitara revealed that a
calm and cool approach was the
reason behind his team’s suc-
cess in the Bangabandhu Cup.

The soft-spoken coach said
this while talking to a host of
gr&ssmen at the post-match

riefing after his team’'s 3-2 win
over Ghana in the final at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium last night.

"Football is a passionate
tame. My team kept its cool and
utilised the chances.” said a
happy Shitara.

“The last two matches were
very tough for us, as we had to
win both of them through
‘iulden' goals. But it is part of
the game and I'm very happy
today," Shitara added. |

‘I'm surprised the way
Ghana playéd and lost because
they were clean favourites
aﬁajnst us with their superior
physical ability. They played
better than us but it was luck
which favoured us," he said.

Shitara also thanked
Bangladesh Football Federa-

- Spurtsl Reporter

tion for inviting them in the 12-
team tournaimnent. L

When asked whether he had
any cnmfplajnts against yester-
day’'s refereeing, the JFL coach
said he was absolutely happ
with the way the Filipino reg

‘eree Jerry Endress conducted

the game,
The Ghana Olympic team

coach Guiseppe Dossena was -

also found quite content with
the refereeing.

Players of both Japan and Ghana gather for a photograph with the tournament officials
including chief guest Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina after the final yesterday.

Modesty takes over football

“The referee was not our op-
ponent,” commented Dossena,
who also expressed satisfaction
with his team’'s performance.

"We played a great match.
I'm happy with the way my boys
came back in the second half
with ten men and pulled two
goals back. I don’t mind losing
a match through a ‘golden’
Eual.“ said the Italian, who

owever chose not to comment
on the unbecoming behaviour
of his players.

“This was my team's first de-
feat in the last one year. But the
way they showed their courage
and fought back, it was very
much appreciable. 1 don't have
any complaints against any one
of my team,” Dossena added.

When asked about the reason
for his team's defeat., Dossena
said, "We lost too many
chances.”

Despite his team's defeat in
the final, Dossena thanked the
Bangladesh crowd for support-
ing them and wished to come
back again if they were invited
in future. :

KARACHI, (Inter-
nct report/ Reu-

- ters): Pakistan
i selectors stuck to
their previous

) (i e

| S— plan as they left
out suspended cricketers from
the Toronto-bound squad of 15.

The national selection
commitiee on Monday submit-
ted the list to the chairman of
the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) ad hoc committee,

The squad, which will now
be announced on September 8
by Mujeebur Rehman, has sev-
eral changes, The News daily
reports quoting unnamed
sources.

The newspaper said, former
captain Aamir Sohail has been
recalled to the touring side,
which will play three-match
series with West Indies, while
Rashid Latif has been recom-
mended as the number one re-
serve player for the series.

The selection committee,
which also includes former Test
captain Rameez Raja and Abdul
Raquib, did not consider se-
niors Wasim Akram, Salim
Malik and Ijaz Ahmed as they
are under suspension by the
Board pending a judicial in-
quiry into their alleged in-
volvement in match-fixing.

Though the selectors have
not named the captain, in
Wasim's absence, his deputy
Moin Khan is likely to be ele-
vated for the Toronto matches
scheduled on September 16, 18
and 19th.

The biggest selection sur-
prise is however veteran opener
Sohail, whose stubbornness
coupled disciplinary problems
saw his ouster from Pakistan
team last winter. His last inter-
national appearance was as
captain when Pakistan lost a
Test to Zimbabwe after which

Sohail accused the selectors

Sohail on comeb

{
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" AAMIR SOHAIL

and some senior players of not
cooperating with him and left
the team in a huff, citing medi-
cal reasons.

The selectors have also de-
cided to bring back young
Hasan Raza and give medium
fast bowler Shabbir Ahmed a
chance in Toronto.

Off-spinner Arshad Khan is
also going to make a return at
the cost of leggie Mushtaq
Ahmed. _

Selectors also said to be de-
bated on the form and fitness of

Tangail soccer

TANGAIL, Sept 7: The First
Division football league was
inaugurated on September 1 by
M Habibullah, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Tangail, reports BSS.

The opening match was
played between Udayan Krira
Chakra and Football Training
Centre. Udayan KC won 2-1;

The league has been spon- |

sored by Tangail District Sports
Association,
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v Peter Velappan talking

ack trail

Latif, and it was felt that he
should be there as the number
one reserve player.

Reuters meanwhile reported
that the jud[ge investigating al-
legations of match-fixing and
betting against World Cup cap-
tain Wasim, Malik and ljaz
would submit his report next
week.

Juslice Malik Mohammad
Qaﬁyum of Punjab High Court
said he would complete his
work after a final hearing to-
IMOITOW.

"In all probability, the re-
port is going to be submitted to
President Rafiqg Tarrar on
September 15. But I will only be
making recommendations in
my report,” he said.

The President, who is the pa-
tron of the Board, will then de-
cide whether to make the find-
ings public. All-rounder Wasim
and the two have been sus-
pended following an 11-month
earlicr repert of PCB.

Qaayum was appoinled as a
one-man judicial commission
September last year. He has
heard more than 75 witnesses,
including Australia’'s former
skipper Mark Taylor and Mark

Waugh.

He said match-fixing shquld

be combated with ‘strong puni-
tive actions’ but refused to re-
veal the contents of his report.

"It is confidential and I can't
comment whether I will be
naming the involvement of any
players,” he said.

PROBABLES

Moin Khan (Capt), Aamlr
Sohail, Saeed Anwar, Waja-
hatullah Wasti, Inzamamul
Haq, Yousal Youhana, Hasan
Reza, Azhar Mehmood, Abdul
Razak, Shahid Afridi, Saglain
Mushtaq, Arshad Khan. Waqar
Younis, Shoaib Akhtar and
Shabbir Ahmed.
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- Bangabandhu

for cricket

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) will get back the Banga-

bandhu National Stadium to-"|.

day.

The board has to prepare the
pitches of the stadium before
the 4th of next month when
-Bangladesh takes on the West

{ Indies in a three-day match,

Bangladesh will also play
two day-night limited over
matches against the Caribbeans
at the same venue on October 8

and 9. l —
Rabi still
In coma
Sports Reporter

The condition of national
hockey defender Rabiuddin
Ahmed, who went into deep
coma on Monday after sustain-
ing a head injury on August 29
while playing basketball at the
Mohammedpur Physical Train-

‘ing Institute, remained un-

changed yesterday,

He remained under artificial
respiratory support system at
the intensive care unit of PG
hospital till our filing of this
report last night,.

New physio due
Cricket trials
start today

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) yesterday named six
cricketers who would take part
in a three-day trial match along
with 17 others already present
in the conditioning camp at the
BRSP, Savar.

The three-day trial match,
limited to 100 overs in the first
innings, will start today at the
lone sports institute of the

country.
All the three selectors--Tan-
veer Haider (chairman),

Roquibul Hasan and Tanjeeb
Ahsan Saad are likely to be pre-
sent during the match along
with the newly-appointed Di-
rector of Development, former
South African Test cricketer
Eddie Barlow.

The following are the six:
Hannan Sarkar, Sabbir Khan,
Fahim Muntasir, Azam Igbal,
Mossaddek Hossain and Mah-
fuz Kabir,

Meanwhile, a new physio,
South African Gavin Ben-
jafield, is scheduled to reach the
city this evening. He will join
the camp from tomorrow, i

Derby let
Slater go

LONDON, Sept 7: Derbyshire

~will have a new overseas player

next season after announcing
that Michael Slater will not be
returning to the county.

The Australian batsman
joined the club in 1998 but
scored only two first-class cen-
turies in his two seasons at the
County Ground,

He missed the first month of
last season with a broken hand
and scored only 600 champi-
onship runs and this summer
was another lean one for the 29-
year-old Test star,

Slater scored 171 against
Northamptonshire in May but
managed only 540 champi-
onship runs before he left to
prepare for Australia's series in
Sri Lanka,

Derbyshire secretary John
Smedley said: "He leaves with
the sincere thanks of all at the
County Ground for his friend-
ship and team work over the
past two seasons."

Derbyshire captain Dominic
Cork broke the news to Slater
and said: "Michael was very
disappointed.

"It was a very difficult deci-
sion to make because his com-
mitment was always there for
us.

"Michael was such a superb
character to have around. was
an excellent team member and
was disappointed that he didn't
get more runs."

- An announcement regarding
Slater's replacement for the
2000 season is expected to be

I made soon.,

Asia withdraws||
boycott threat ||

2C02
FIFA WORLD CUP

GREAPAN

KUALA LUMPLUR, Sept 7 :
Asia formally called off its
threatened boycott of the 2002
World Cup finals Tuesday, |

Lumpur recently. Velappan and AFC president Sultan Ahmad Shah met with FIFA chief. bringingtoan E“iit:rgggrhﬂ;

- - 4. 9epp Blatter in Zurich yesterday to discuss the issue of the Asian World Cup boycott. _

Butc with world

IFA, reports AFP. o=
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Rain co

mes to India's aid

Final resumes today

SINGAPORE, Sept
7: India struggled
to 149 for six off
38.2 overs when
rain halted

Singapore International
Challenge cricket tournament
here today, reports AFP.,

Batting first after India won
the toss at the Kallang ground.
the Indians made a fair start be-
fore losing their way. A heavy
clouburst ended their innings
with 11.4 overs left.

The West Indies will need to
score 140 off 25 overs under the
Duckworth-Lewis scoring sys-
tem if and when play resumes.

Earlier Sadagoppan Ramesh
partnered skipper Sachin Ten-
dulkar in a successful opening
stand for India.

The pair blasted 42 off seven
overs before Ramesh pushed a
simnple catch to Nehemiah
Perry at short mid-off,

Rahul Dravid then gave good
support to Tendulkar as India
moved to 99 for one by the 20th
over,

But the run-rate slowed
when Courtney Walsh was

lay
in the final ufp thigr’Ir

brought into the West Indian
bowling attack.

- The 37-year-old Walsh
proved his worth at once, hav-
ing Tendulkar caught behind.
Tendulkar faced 65 balls for his
40 runs made with the help of
six boundaries.,

The batsmen continued to
struggle for runs even though
Walsh was replaced in the at-
tack by spinner Nehemiah
Perry.

Saurav Ganguly had a lucky
escape when he lofted a shot to
long-off only for Ricardo Pow-
ell's catch attempt to bounce
over the ropes to give the Indian
batsman a fortuitous six.

Dravid, Vinod Kambli and
Nikhil Chopra all fell trying to
crank up the scoring rate. When
Ganguly fell after being run out
by Shivnarine Chanderpaul the
rain came down and play was
suspended.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the rain-af-
fected Singapore International
challenge final between India
and West Indies on Tuesday:

INDIA

Tendulkar ¢ Jacobs b Walsh
Ramesh ¢ Perry b King
Dravid ¢ Campbell b King

Ganguly run out
Kambli ¢ Jacohs b Kings

Chopra ¢ & b Dillon

R Singh not out

Joshi not out

Extras: (Ib-7, nb-6, w-11)

Total: (For six wickets 38.2 overs) 149
Fall of wickets: 1-42: 2-102;

3-105; 4-111; 5-137; 6-149
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Bowling O M R W
- %ﬂah i e B #_w
ecvyn Dillon ~ 9 o 38" 1°
King 8 1 25 13
Adams 5 0 27 0
Bryan B O 33 ¢
Perry 42 0 19

O
INDIA: Sachin Tendulkar
(captain), Saurav Ganguly,
Sadagoppan Ramesh, Rahul
D_ravid. Vinod Kambli, Robin
Singh, Nikhil Chopra, Anil
Kumble, Sunil Joshi,
Venkatesh Prasad, Debashis
Mohanty.

Umpires: Darrell Hair
(Australia) and Rudi Koertzen
(South Africa). TV umpire: Ri-
azuddin (Pakistan). Match ref-
eree. Ranjan Madugalle (Sti
Lankal),

West Indian wicketkeeper Ridley Jacobs whips the bails off before Indian batsman Saurav
Ganguly can make his ground yesterday.,

— AFP photo

UK exonerates Christie

. LONDON, Sept 7:
British sprinter
Linford Christie
was cleared of
drug-taking by UK

Athletics on Mon-

day but looks certain to face a

probe by the International

Amateur Athletic Federation

(IAAF) over the positive urine

sample he gave in February,

reports AFP,

The 39-year-old, the 100
metres Olympic champion in
1992, attended a UK Athletics
disciplinary hearing on Friday
after testing positive for the
steroid nandrolone.

UK Athletics announced the
outcome of the hearing on
Monday, saying in a statement:
"The Disciplinary Committee
concluded that it could not be
proven beyond reasonable
doubt that the substance pre-
sent in the sample was derived
from a prohibited substance.
Linford Christie has, therefore,
been cleared of all charges.”

Christie was heard by the
same committee that in July
cleared European 200m cham-
pion Dougie Walker, who also
tested positive for nandrolone,

However, the British panel's
decision to clear Walker was
not accepted last month by the
IAAF, which ordered the case to
be looked at by an arbitration
commission.

The Christie case now looks
set to follow the same route.

"We're pleased the approach
has been consistent,” said UK
Athletics spokeswoman Jayne

—= — " The Asian Football C;::-nl_'éﬂ;_

eration (AFC) and FIFA said in
a statement released here fol-
lowing a meeting in Zurich that
Asian teams would now partic-
ipate in the tournament.

Asia's boycott threats were
dumped afler the AFC agreed to
accept a playoff berth offered by
European governing body
UEFA.

"l am very happy about the
outcome of this meeting with
His Royal Highness. Unity. in
football has been restored and
remains our priority objective
in the future. We can look for-
ward to the FIFA World Cup in
Japan and Korea being a re-
suundiﬂf success,” Sepp Blatter,
FIFA chief said in a statement
from Zurich released through
the Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) here. .

. AFC President Sultan Ah-
mad Shah said: "l am happy to
have been able to resolve the:
differences between FIFA and
my Confederation r ardiggﬁthe
n;ml:&c.r of seats for the 2 fi-'
nals.

‘Pearce: after Monday's an-

nouncemernt,

'It's a very complicated sci-
ence. It can't be proved these
metabolites came from a pro-
hibited substance.

'It's up to the IAAF if they
want to re-open and look at the
case and take it to arbitration."

IAAF secretary general |st-
van Gyulai said the world body
would examine the findings of
the UK Athletics disciplinary
gam:l over the next fortnight

efore deciding whether to ac-
cept the rulin%.

However, Gyulai hinted the
IAAF would not be impressed by
UK Athletics' argument that
Christie should be cleared be-
cause it was not certain how the
nandrolone found its way into
his body,

“The IAAF rules say if it is in

i - -

your organs or your body it

doesn’t matter where it came
from,” Gyulai told Sky News.

"The next step is UK Athlet-
ics send us the gucumcnta and
reasoning why this decision
was reached.” he added.

Gyulai said if the case was
referred to the arbitration

panel a hearing would ]
take place in Nngember. -
Christie, now a successful
coach, protested last morth
that he was innocent after his
urine sample showed traces of
the same drug that fellow vet.
€ran Merlene Ottey tested posi-

tive for prior to the World
Championships.

__ Christie failed the test at an
indoor meeting in Dortmund in
February, thnth his positive

sample was only made publi
on August 4, J > ;

 Any AFP file: photo of former British Olympic 100 metres

champion Linford Christie.
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