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String of nines
may disrupt
compulers

LONDON, Sept 7: Stand by
for another dud millennium
computer bug warning,

Thursday, September 9 may
be represented as 9999 on many
computer software pro-
grammes. In theory this string
of nines might disrupt systems

-
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Martial law,
shoot-on-sight
curfew in
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and provide a preview of the
millennium bug chaos pre-

click over into the next century
at midnight on December 31,
1899, reports Reuters.

computler systems datin

| mostly from the 1960s use

bunches of nines to instruct a
computer programme to shut
down, or prepare for mainte-
| nance.

So the theory is that on
Thursday, computers will come
across a series of nines and
grind to a halt, throwing a
spanner into the works of a
huge range of businesses from
banking to electricity genera-
tion and car manufacturing,
You can relax, for the next 100-
odd days at least. Experts say

See Page 11 Col 7

300 kg explosives
recovered from
a house 1n
Benapole

BENAPOLE, Sept 7: Sharsha
police today recovered 300 kilo-
%rams of smuggled explosives
rom a house near the land port
here, reports BSS.

Police arrested two people
for their alleged involvement in

smuggling the explosives from

India.

Acting on a tip-off Sharsha
police arrested Hafizur Rahman
and Shahjahan from the house
of one Shamsur Rahman, this
afternoon and recovered nearly
300 kilograms of explosives
loaded in six jute bags. But
Shamsur Rahman managed to

~The

e sources said the primary
investigation proves that the
seized ex
which can be used as raw mate-
rial for making bombs. At least
3000 powerful bombs can be
made by using the seized Sul-
phur, the'seairces added.

BDR patrolling in the border
area was strengthened follow-
ing the recovery of the explo-
sives.

The arrested were taken to
custody for interrogation.

'KMP body to probe
‘criminal records'
of Ershad Shikdar

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 7: A six-
member committee has been
formed to investigate criminal
records of top terrorist Ershad
Shikdar.

The committee, headed by
DC (South) of Khulna
Metropolitan Police Mazharul
Hoque, will look into the mat-
ters relating to all murder cases
filed against Ershad Shikdar.

The committee will also ver-
ify confessional statement of
Noor-e Alam who has again
been taken on a three-day re-
mand for further interrogation.

Noor-e Alam, bodyguard of
Ershad Shikdar and witness of
23 murders was arrested re-
cently.

AL public meet

Demra Thana Awami League

dicted when computer clocks

Many programmers on old

JAKARTA, Sept 7: East Ti-
mor resistance leader Xanana
Gusmao was [reed by Indonesia
today, reports Reuters.

Documents formalising
Gusmao's release after more
than six years in Indonesian
jails were signed at the Justice
Ministry in Jakarta.

as the signing ceremony was
completed. Justice Minister
Muladi signed on behalf of the
Indonesian government,

expected to become president of

losive is. sulphur | |~

independent East Timor, was
given a wrapped gift by the gov-
ernment.

Gusmao’s eyes were watering

The resistance leader, widely
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JAKARTA, Sept 7: Indonesia
imposed martial law and a
shoot-on-sight curfew in East
Timor today, report agencies,

The violence eontinued un-
abated with people being ter-
rorised to flee Dili, while pro-
Jakarta gangs roamed the
streets burning or looting build-
Ings as part of an apparent
scorched-earth campaign.

“Anybody who remains be:
hind in Dili will be killed *
Christian Brother Pat told
Australian radio from his
home in a deserted Dili suburb.

"Houses will be burned,
buildings will be destroyed, the
plan seems to be to wreck the
city, so that what is left is not
worth talking about. If East
Timor is to be independent it
will have nothing," he said.

It was a comment taken up
by one pro-Jakarta militia
leader near a refugee area in
West Timor.

"We will burn (East Timeor)
down and start all over again ..,
we are ready to go the jungles
for 20 years,” Herminio da
Silva Costa told Reuters in the
West Timor capital of Kupang.

West Timor is part of Indonesia.

Indonesia's Antara news
agency said more than 10,000
refugees arrived in Atambua,
West Timor, today.

The United Nations, organ-
iser of last week's ballot which
gave overwhelming support to
break away from Indonesia,
said more than 40,000 East
Tiinorese had fled their homes

and many others were heading

See Page 11 Col 8

Dr Brundtland speaks to The Daily Star

=
=

Dr Brundtland
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Pro-pr healthc

The poor in poor countries
suffer not so much because of
resource constraints but for
their governments' failure to
fashion pro-poor healthcare
systems, says Dr Gro Harlem
Brundiland, the celebrated head
of the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO).

“It's not true that poor coun-
tries have poor health indica-
tors because they are poor,” said
Dr Brundtland, now in the city
Lo attend a WHO regional con-
lerence. "A lot depends on how
these countries fashion their
healthcare system,”

A former Norwegian prime
minister who headed the World
Commission “of “Environment
and Development (the Brundt-
land Commission) that pro-
duced the famous Our Common
Future in 1987, the WHO chief
spoke to The Daily Star in an

are holds the key

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

exclusive interview yesterday.

She spoke of deep socio-eco-
nomic disparity among people
in this region, whereé causes of
concern included high military
spending while & vast majority
of the people were denied ‘rlmsic
healthcare®

“There is a need to greatly
reduce the burden of excess
miortality and preveniable dis-
ability suffered by the poor.”

Dr Brundtland, who has
vowed to become a “moral
voice” in improving health of
the people of the world since
taking over in July last year,
said she linked health targets to
broader issues of development
such as govgrnance. de;
accourntability, resourte allo-
cation and free press.

“The goal of halving the
number of people living in ab-

See Page 11 Col 7
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Japanese captain Takaiyoshi
Amma holds aloft the Ban:
gabandhu Cup. —Star photo

iy

........

nd Bangabandhu Cup International
—Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Japan win in extra-time

The Japan FL selection lifted
the 2nd Bangabandhu Cup with
.4 3-2 'golden goal' win over the
Ghana Olympic team in a
fiegrcely contested final at the

‘Bangabandhu National Sta-

dium yesterday.
Takashi Takahashi tapped

~home the match-winner in

front of a near-packed big bowl
10 ‘minutes into the sudden-
death extra time after the regu-
lation 90 minutes was dead-
locked 2-2.

The Japanese erupted in eu-
phoria when Takahashi, the
golden boy with the golden
touch, pushed a loose ball, com-

Ang oil the shaky grip of the
Gga y Brip

naian substitute custodian

Taw Berko. into an empty net

leaving the ‘bad boys' from
Africa in depths of despair.

For Japan it was the semi-
final revisited when they had

By Sports Reporter

beaten archrivals South Korea
in identical manner.
Yesterday, they'tobk a 2-0
lead against Ghana in the
eventful first hall which was
also marked by a send-off, The
Ghanaians were reduced to 10
men at the breather when their

custodian Osei Boateng was
shown the red card for first
committing a nasty tackle on
Japanese forward Yoshiyuki
Yokose and then pouncing on
the Filipino referee Jerry En-
dress.

. The match was suspended
lor about eight minutes when
Lhe temperamental Ghanaian
'Emnlr:gs. lel loose a reign of ter-
ror afler Japanese nimble for-
ward Joe scored his second goal
two minutes into the injury
time of the first half. The oth-
erwise cracker of a match took
an ugly turn when the Ghanaian

players. who claimed an
ollside., assaulted the Sri
Lankan linesmen Weekra-

matunga and then manhandled
the Filipino referee after the
latter brandished the dreaded
red card. Things however came

See Page 11 Col 7

Press freedom under threat?

Two issues agitate our minds
today. First, the attack on our
higher judiciary, literally
terming it accessory to crime;
and second, the threat to free
&ess which appears to have

en shelved for the moment.

Never belfore have we wit-
nessed such a venomous attack
on our higher judiciary. To lit-
erally say that our High Court

judges are patronising terror-

ists is the most insulting - not
to mention unfortunate, unnec-
essary and inappropriate - re-
mark that one could have made
against otir High Court. What
makes the remark tragically
significant is that it came from
no less a person than the home
minister himself. What makes
the whole episode more repre-
hensible is that the home min-
ister directed his attack at the
office and the person of the

By Mahfuz Anam

chief justice of the Supreme
Court himself. Implication of
his statement is that our High
Court and Supreme Court
judges, including the chief jus-
tice himself, are in collusion
with the terrorists - the latter
commmitting the crime and the
former permitting them to do so
by granting them bail indis-
criminately.

What is the cause for this to-
tally uncalled for insulting re-
mark? The reason is the courts’
granting bails to a huge number
of people nabbed by police on
various criminal charges. Ac-
cording to government claims,
a large number of people ar-
rested so far under the home
ministry’'s drive against terror-
ists and criminals have been set
[ree on bail, Let us assume for
the sake of argument that all
those arrested were real crimi-

nals. Then we can conclude that
the government has genuine
reasorls to feel frustrated and let
down. However, the fact is that
almost all of those bails were
granted by the lower judiciary,
which is under the direct con-
trol of the government. Why
then is such venom against the
High Court and the Supreme
Court? Is it because the High
Court stopped eviction of slum-
dwellers? Was it such a bad ac-
tion? The High Court invited
the home minister's wrath for
that ruling as a result of which
ruling party backed slum-
dwellers were instigated to oc-
cupy the premises of our High
Court. But can it conceivably be
a reason for such an attack
against the chief justice of the
Supreme Courl? (See editorial
on this issue.)

See page 4
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AL activist
murdered
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Sept 7: An activist
of ruling Awami League was
Funned own by some unidenti-
ied assailantsat Boyra under
Sonadanga thana last night.

The wvictim. Hatem Alj
Shaikh, 60, came under attack
while he was returning home
from Boyra Bazar at around 9
pin.

He was rushed to Khulna
Medical College Hospital where
he succumbed to bullet injuries
soon after admission.

Police said the murder was a
sequel to intra-party rivalry.

Hatem Ali was laid to rest at
his family graveyard today. No
murder case was filed till filing
of this report at around 7 pm
today.

Police today arrested
Kabiruzzaman. 25, former gen-
eral secretary of Chhatra

See Page 11 Col 8 |

jheel office in the city

Heroin worth Tk 2.5¢r
seized: 5 arrested

By Staft Correspondent

About 2.5 kg of heroin worth
about Tk 2.5 crore was recov-
ered yesterday from the eity's
Rampura and Mirpur areas.
Five persons including an In-
dian national and two women
were also arrested. .

The arrested are Rabibar
Sarkar, a resident of Chabbish
Pargana district of West Bengal

CID interrogates

Akhtaruzzaman

By Staff Correpsondent
CID invesligators yesterday
interrogated Akteruzzaman
Chowdhury Babu at his Moti-
11 con-
nection with the August 26 in-

cident at the UCBL head office.
Babu, a former chairman of
the bank, allegedly led a group

See Page 11 Col B

India; Moni Begum, Sahera Be-
gum Jahanara, Zakir Hossain
and Amir Heossain. Khilgaon

police said.

They added that the five were
members to a drug cartel and
that they had been supplying
heroin to different parts of the
capital.

Zakir Hossain and Moni Be-
gum were arrested from Khil-
gaon Monday night. On interro-
gation, they disclosed the
whereabouts of their acconi-
plices. Later Rabibor and Amir
were arrested from East Ram-
pura in the early hours of yes-
terday. About 1.5 kg of heroin
was recovered from their pos-
session.

Meanwhile, on the basis of
their information. Jahanara
was arrested from Paikpara in
Mirpur area’ with one kg of
heroin at around 4:30 am.

Bus strike
in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 7' Road
Communication between Ra-
jshahi and rest of the country
rernained suspended from this
morning following a wildecat
strike by the Rajshahi and Na-
tore Bus Owners' Association.

The strike has been called to
protest assault on a bus driver
and ransacking of some motor
vehicles at Dighapatiya in Na-
tore, sources said.

A group of students of
Dighapatiya MK College this
morning assaulted a driver of a
Rajshahi-Bogra bus service on
Natore-Bogra road due to 'mis-
behaviour of the bus driver and
the helper'. witnesses said. Dur-
ing the incident, the helpers
and conductors drove away
with two students and assaulted
them before dropping them on
the road.

Hearing the news. hundreds
of students of Dighapativa Col-

See Page 11 Col 8

will hold a public meeting on : I

Postagola Alam Market PM on BNP pr(:}paganda Anti—tel‘rOI‘iSI’n laW

Dhanmondi Thana AL at Kal- Those Nnow S‘heddjng tears I(llaleda prediCtS
- will flee to India .
disaster for AL

city AL press release said yes-
terday, reports UNB.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will attend the meetings
as the chief guest. '

‘ A‘ PRIME BANK LIMITED
 Msoe 572,000,600 ordinary shares of Tk. 100 each ot par fofalling Tk, 200,000,000 of which 1,725,000 shares

HEAD OFFICE : 119-120 MOTIJHEEL COMMERCIAL AREA, DHAKA-1000.
of Tk. 100 each have been subscribed by foreign and local investors under Pre-IPO plocement arrongement.
PUBLIC DFF'ER OF 275,000 ORDINARY SHARES OF TK. 100 EACH AT PAR TOTALLING TK. 27,500,000

abagan Krira Chakra ground at
3 pm on September 10, a Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent
Prim Minister Sheikh

country will flee to India cow-

r— Inside Teday
Article

Israeli—Palestinian
agreement

Each Party

Page 4

Supplement

Hasina yesterday came down
heavily on the BNP-led opposi-
tion parties for their persistent
propaganda that the country's
sovereignty was atl stake and it
was being turned into a vassal
state of India because of her
government's policy of sub-

won indgpendence and “if nec-
essary, leaders and workers of
the party will lay down their

ardly in such a situation”, the
Awami League chiel said during
the PM's Question Time in the
Jatiya Sangsad.

“They were the people who
made Indian flags for hoisting
those in Bangladesh,” she said,
referring to a clandestine plan
allegedly made by some Opposi-

Tracts (CHT) on the eve of the
CHT peace accord.
The PM was visibly angry as

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday said Awami
League could not cling to power
in the past even by introducing
one-party BKSAL system and
would fail again even after en-

you {AL). Inshaallah, the anti-
terrorism laws your are going to
introduce will bring misfortune

Old City, the Leader of the
Opposition advised the gov-
ernment against introducing
such ‘black laws'.

The former prime minister
observed that there were
BKSAL-type provisions in the

"autocratic and puppet” gov-
ernment would not be allowed
to introduce any black law in

Bid to overcome depression in capital market

SUBSCRIPTION OPENS ON
SUBSCRIPTION CLOSES ON

09TH SEPTEMBER 1999
22ND SEPTEMBER 1999
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