DHAKA " TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1999

Work. Shﬂp: DFID. UK in association with the government
will in7augurate the workshop on a portfolio pn}l__!f:ct on
"Organi:sational Review — Ministry of Commerce." An exchange of
opinior1 views meeting titled "Prospect of revitalising the share
markels; in Bangladesh." Venue: Federal conference room,
Federe( tion Bhaban. 60 Motijheel C/A. Time: 10:00 am and 3:30 pm
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City’s chaotic
traffic: Armed
forces deployed

to tame
By Staff Correspondent

respec tively.

Senainar: A seminar on "Human Resources Development and

Conk inued Education” will be held as part of the weeklon
progrcammes to mark the Adult Literacy Week. Venue: Nationa
Musum auditorium. Time: 10:00 am.

C—'ﬂ‘tﬂll} ue shnw: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
CCIl) in cooperation with the US embass
"Pollution

guest: Tofail Ahmed, Minister for
Commerce and Industries. Venue: DCCI auditorium. Time 10:00

Inclvstry

insagurate its two-day lon
prizvention and control.” Chie

a1

(Certificate

ceremony:

catalogue show on

be awarded. Venue: Russian Cultural Centre. Time: 5:00 pm.

‘Seminar: a semninar on "
the Next Millennivim" will be hel
Bangladesh seminar room. Time: 6:30 pm.

held later in the day. Venues: Central Shahi )
Udyan and Osmani Memorial auditorium respectively. Time: 8:00

am and 11.30 am respectively.

Temperature hkely to fall

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with
laces over
at a few places over Dhaka and Khulna
reports UNB.

all by
. Met Office said.
The country’s highest temperature was

wind is likely at many
and Sylhet divisions an
divisions till 6 pm today,
Day temperature ma
country during the perio

Celsius at Chuadanga
degrees at Sitakunda.

d

Venue: Instltutinn_ of

b e e

Rﬂlly: A rally will be held as part of the programmes on Adult
Literacy Week. The closing ceremony of the programme will also be
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temporary gusty
Rajshahi, Chittagong, Barisal

1 to 2 degree Celslus over the

recorded at 34.5 degree

and Tangail yesterday and the lowest 24.0

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.11 pm and rises tomorrow

at 542 am.

Maximum and minimum tem
in some major cities and towns y

perature and humidity recorded

esterday were;

City /Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 32.7 26.5 75 79
Chittagong 33.0 26.5 88 86
Rajshahi 33.8 27.4 84 79
Khulna 32.5 26.5 80 80
Barisal 31.8 26.4 92 79
Sylhet 32.5 25.9 72 85
Cox's Bazar 32.5 26.2 80 82

will

hgivin Russian Cultural
{ “entre will hold the certificate giving ceremony of the Russian
'Language Courses held at the Centre. Some Scholarships will also

portunity of Young Engineers in
ngineers,

Minar to Osmani

o o R

A meeting was held between Preben Nielsen, head of

ADB's Water Supply, Urban Development and Housing
Division and Chief Engineer, LGED, Md. Monowar
Hossain Chowdhury yesterday at the LGED HQs re-
garding possible approach in connection with processing of
the 3rd Urban Development Project of LGED. The Deputy
Resident Representative of the Asian Development Bank,
Dhaka, Dr. Omkar Shrestha (right) was also present

during the meeting.

Former Di-

Obituary
Zatgas:
3 rector
: 4 Mass Com-
; munication
Directorate,
Maqgbul Ah-
me Khan
died of heart
attack on
Saturday at
Dhaka Com-
bined Mili
He was 79,

tary Hospital.
reports BSS.

Khan is survived by his wife,
three sons, three daughters and
a host of relatives to mourn his
death.

He was buried at Mirpur
Martyred Intellectuals Grave-
yard on Sunday after Zohr
prayers.

Hailed from Baniachang
thana under Habiganj district,
Khan retired from the govern-
meiil service in 1978,

Qulkhwani —

The qulkhwani of Mohsinul
Haque (Tipu) will be held today
after Magreeb prayers af
Khulna FHouse, 105. Kakrail
Road, says a press release.

Mohsinul, son of late Khan
Shaheb Motaharul Haque. died
in the United States of America
on Friday last. He was a profes-
sor with the Tri State Univer-
sity for the last three decades.

His body was flown in to the
cily yesterday morning and af-
ter his namaz-e-janaza at the
Baitul Mukarram Mosque. He
was buried at the New Azimpur
Graveyard.

Kidnappers kill
teenage boy
in Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 6: A
teenage boy was murdered by
Kidnappers here on Sunday
evening.

Apon, aged about 13, and a
student of Class Seven of Koi-
_Luri High School, was abducted

y the miscreants from Thutia-
hat on Saturday.

Apon's body was recovered
from a paddy Eeld with marks
of injuries. His father Azgar Ali
is a local BNP leader.

The boy was killed as a se-
quel to previous enmity, police
said. A case was filed but none
was arrested till writing of this
report.

of

JS to discuss

From page |

country’s economic interests.
We're at the negotiating stage.
We'll go for the arrangement
only when it is found beneficial
to our economy,” he told the
House.

"Come and speak in the
House, not outside it and make
us-understand how the proposed
transhipment can jeopardise
the country's sovereignty. If you
can prove that it would not be
worthy for the nation, we will
definitely consider your sugges-
tions.”

Quoting from the Constitu-
tion, he said the governnient
was not bound to place in par-
liament for discussion a Cabhi-
nel decision like the one taken
about the transhipment. But,
the government has agreed to do
50 for the sake of transparency,

“As we've agreed to discuss
the transhipment issue in par-
liament, the opposition now
demands cancellation of the
transit agreement’ with India.
How can we cancel an agree-
ment which we have not yet
signed in the first place?” he
wondered.

Tolail bitterly criticised
BNP chief and leader of the é}g-
position in parliament Khaleda
Zia for launching an agitation
with the "anti-liberation forces
“to safeguard independence and
oust the government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. "Our
fovernment will complete its

full five-year term.” he an-
nounced.

The minister gave a resume
of Bangladesh’s trade agree-
ments with India since 1972
and blamed the BNP for provid-
ing transit and transhipment
facilities to that countr
through the 1980 trade deal an
the A in 1993,

“BNP is now opposing tran-
shipment for petty political in-
terests,” he said.

He also refuted the BNP
claim that the 1980 accord was
a follow-up of the 1973 trade ac-
cord signed by the Sheikh Mu-
jib government. The 1972
agreement was ratified in 1973,
but it was not renewed later.
Hence the 1980 deal was a fresh
one, the commerce minister
contended.

The trade agreement between
the two countries in 1972 was a
balanced one that provided
equal opportunities for export
and import to both the parties,.
he said.

Armed Forces personnel
have been deployed again yes-
terday to tame the city's chaotie
traffic,

TrngPs from the Bangladesh
Rifles also joined in to assist in

managing the traffic as part of a
drive by the authorities.

Police beefed by the services
were seen mounting extra vigi-
lance, some on horse back in
their efforts control the traffic
at different intersections.

As the new traffic enforcers ,
arrived on the scene at major
intersections like Science Lab-
oratory, Farm Gate and Ma-
hakhali they found a
formidable force to reckon with
the hawkers and illegally park-
:_ng vehicles, blocking the traf-
ic.

; City’'s police chief Sham-

-suddin tﬂllf UNB that the mili-
tary and border guards would
help the traffic situation.

Police sources told The Dail
Star that the military woul
stay for an indefinite period.
They have been drafted to bol-
ster the thin ranks of the regu-
lar traffic corps in the police to
cope with an ever increasing
number of road users — push
cart lpushers. animal hauled
vehicles to pedal rickshaws and
automobiles which contribute
chiefly to the traffic jams, one
official said.

The military would gradu-
ally will be deployed at other
crossings in the city, the
sources said.

- Biman: Overbooking

leads trouble

By Special Correspondent

Reported overbooking led to
trouble at the Biman angla-
desh Airlines check-in counter
yesterday as some passengers
demanded seats for the BG-041
to Kuwait, forcing airport
authorities to summon police to
maintain order.

According to witnesses, the
flight was scheduled for Sunday
night. But due to aircraft short-
ages the flight was delayed. At
the same time Biman report-
edly booked 480 instead of the
normal capacity of 274 seats on
the DC-10-30 aircraft.

At one stage of the row with
check-in counter personnel,
SOme passengers cfemanding
their seats tried to prevent the
airline crew to board the air-
craft.

Police later brought the situ-
ation under control, airport
sources added.

Unocal firing

From page 1

would abide by Occidental's
Production Sharing Contract
(PSC). commitments. work pro-
grammes, and accept its liabili-
tims. Such action is breach of
that commitment.”

He further said, foreign oil
companies keep minimum
Bangladeshi employees al-
though the PSCs dictate that at
least 50 per cenl of their em-
ployees should be Bangladeshis
during a "PSC extension period"
and 60 per cent during
“production period.”

“Both Occidental-Unocal
and Cairn-Shell are now going
through production period. To
our knowledge, none of these
companies are employing
Bangladeshis as per the PSC.
The recent move by Unocal to
fire Bangladeshi employees re-
duces the ratio further,” he
commented.

On July 25, Unocal olficially
informed the governmenlt about
its deal with Occidental. ex-.
pressing its "full support to Oc-
cidental's PSC with Petro-
bangla". It had also said in the
official letter that the names of
OBL and OEBL would not be
changed and these would
continue to function as before.

he said.
Cabinet

From page 1

meeting told The Daily Star last
night that bill was unlikely to
be tabled in the current session
of the parliament. “This will be
sent to the Law Ministry now
for vetting”, he said.

Sources also confirmed that
decision on the media-related
section of the proposed Act was
deferred for more discussion in
the Cabinet later.

[t was proposed in the Act
that public prosecutors would
be able to file cases against
newspapers on behalf of victims
if those publish baseless reports
against any VIP.

The Cabinet also approved
the Privatization Act. 1999 and
endorsed in principle the draft
Low-cost Goods Smuggling Pre-
vention Act, 1999,

The smuggling prevention
Act has provision for mobile
courts to give on-the-spot pun-
ishment to smugglers found
guilty of smuggling goods worth
‘upto Tk 50,000.

“The idea is to save time in
discharging cases of small
smuggling, which generally
take It:-n‘gl periods for disposal”,
explained one source,

39 arrested
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 6: Chit-
taﬁ?ng Metropolitan Police
(CMP) arrested 39 people in-
cluding a terrorist wanted in six
criminal cases, from different
areas of the city today, reports
BSS.

Pahartali police, on a secret
information arrested alleged
terrorist and extortionist Arif
alias Hat Kata Arif, 27, from
Akbar Shah Colony. Pahartali
thana registered six criminal
cases and three GDs against
him from 1994 to this date.

A patrol team of Sadarghat
police arrested Raja and Litan
Biswas from Shah Amanat City
Corporation markel area and
seized one foreign made pistol

Lending a helping hand

BDR has been deployed at different corners of the city to h
are created on the roads everyday.

T b

elp ease the traffic jams that
— Star photo

Leaders of Bangladesh Chha-
lra League (BCL), the student
wing of ruling Awami League
has accused the opposition of
flaring anarchy across the
country in the name of "so

called” anti-government
movement.

The BCL leaders were ad-
dressing a rally at the Aparajeo
Bangla on Dhaka University
yesterday morning held to con-

ratulate Prime Minister
heikh Hasina for being elected
the first president of Associa-
tion of Asian Parliaments for
Peace [AAPP).

“The opposition is now try-
ing to create political issues in
the name of a movement caus-
ing immense sufferings to the
general masses,” said BCL pres-
ident Bahadur Bepari and added
"We do not find any reason for
causing sufferings to the people
and creating anarchy in the
name of movement."

"The government of Sheikh
Hasina is trying to accelerate
the economic condition in the
country and establishing
democracy while they
(oppositions) are trying to foil
it,” Bepari alleged.

-Opposition flaring unrest
across the nation: BCL

By DU Correspondent

Addressing the rally, BCL
general secretary Ajoykar
Khokon said that the opposi-
tion leader Begum Khaleda Zia
IS in moverment targeted to grab
the state power to make their
own fortune only.

Accusing Khaleda Zia of
launching a movement to save
the killers of Bangabandhu,
Khokon said that the country
would never pardon her for this
conspiracy.

He urged the people to
strengthen the hands of Sheikh
Hasina to resist the evil forces
conspiring against her govern-
ment.

Referring to AAPP as a mile-
stone in the history of Asian
eace loving people, the BCL
eaders said Bangladesh could
play a positive and dynamic
role in world peace as Dhaka
had become the head of the new
body of Asian lawmakers.

The rally, addressed among
others by BCL leaders Shahja-
han Alam Shaju, Kazi Ebadat
Hossain, Liakot Sikder,
Ashraful Azim Ruban and AKM
Ajim, was followed by a proces-
sion.

From page 12
tending the board meeting,

Using a UCBL letterhead,
Babu wrote (o the board secre-
tary in the morning yesterday.
claiming himself as the chair-
man of the bank and rebuked
him for calling the meeting
without Ti§ conserit.

Babu said that he was “the
lawfully appointed chaiian
and director of UCBL by virtue
of unanimously resolution
passed on 26.08.99."

He said a lower court was yet
to dispose of a petition for an
“injunction against the so-
calfed board of directors™ who
had called yesterday's board
meeting “"unlawfully”.

“Under such a situation the
proposed meeting to be held on
06.09.99 is illegal and if held
and pass any resolution the
same shall be illegal and passed
without lawful jurisdiction.

JS: Nasim

From page 1

“I feel sorry when | see that
Nurunnabi, involved in the
bomb attack that killed several
people at Udichi conference (in
Jessore) got advance bail from
the court,” the minister said. "I
feel equally sorry when 1 see
that the Opposition speaks in
favour of the killer.”

He then informed the House
that the government would
move a bill seeking stern action
against terrorists, The people
want action against those ele-
ments and the government is
determined to make the society
terrorism-free, he said,
have to enact an anti-terrorism
law so that criminals cannot

loopholes in the existing laws."
The minister called upon the
Opposition to come to parlia-
ment anu take part in the dis-
cussion on the ‘proposed anti-
terrorism law’. “"We will defi-
nitely accept your suggestions.
if there is any.” |
Nasim praised BNP leader
Mir Shawkat Ali, who report-

Edlly did not join a party rally at
Kala

bagan in the city on the
ground that the meeting was
chaired by a terrorist. “"Such
action would help expedite the
process of eliminating terror-

ism,” he said.

“tion o

II"‘EFE

escape taking advantage of .

UCBL: Rule discharged

"It may be mentioned here
that under the Companies Act
19834, once the resolution is
siggned by the chairman of the
meeting, there is legal pre-
sumption that it is binding
against all unless it is set aside
by a competent court of law.

"S0, the resolution which
was signed by me on 26.08.99
stunds as valid and bindin
against all parties. The saig
resolution is also sub-judice be-
fore court of law. So, please do
not hold board meeting on
G.6.99 nor pass any resolution
unless it is [inally decided by
the court of law,” Babu said in
his letter to the UCBL secretary.

Tributes to
Dr Ibrahim

CHITTAGONG, Sept 6:
Speakers at a meeting here to-
day paid rich tributes to the
memory of Dr Muhammad
Ibrahim, the founder of
Bangladesh Diabetic Associa-
lion and the Diabetic Hospital,
reports BSS.

They said that the contribu-
Dr Ibrahim would be
remembered for ever.

The meeting, organised by
Chillagong Diabetic Associa-
tion at its Enayel Bazar office,
was presided over by Dr L A
Kaderi, president of the associa-
tion. ASM Mobaidul Islam, Di-
visional Commissioner, Chit-
tagong, Dr Nurun-Nabi, the
former Director General of the
Directorate of Health, Dr ASM
Fazlul Karim, president, Shi-
shu Hospital managing com-
mittee, association general
secretary Jahangiruddin Chow-
dhury, CUJ president Ataul
Hakim and Prof Aleya Chow-
dhury also spoke on the
occasiorn.

They said, Dr Ibrahim was a
big-hearted man who estab-
lished the Bangladesh Diabetic
Hospital. the largest diabetic
hospital of the country, in

Dhaka. People who desire to ac-
complish some social welfare
activities should follow the ide-
als of late Dr Ibrahim. they
said.

Biman's special

offer

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Biman has of-
fered its passengers u&inﬁ three
of its Dhaka-London f{lights,
incentive tickets on any of its
routes at 50 per cent concession
if they avail a special flight on
September 10,

Biman sources said the pas-
sengers ftravelling on last
night's flight BG 001 and those
who have confirmed bookings
for BG 015 today and BG 003 on
September 9 were given the op-
tion to avail the flight BG 007
Alpha to London and receive
the special offer,

Khaleda

Froin page 1
minister's sister-in-law, ocecu-
pation of house by housing
minisler. capture of market by
AL MP and killing of opposi-
tion activists by AL MPs at
Feni, Narayanganj, Barisal,
Mymensingh and  in Dhaka
showed how the ruling party
was resorting to anarchy.

Begum Zia bitterly criticised
the government leaders for
what she said adverse com-
ments on the judges and the ju-
diciary and said the ruling
party and its men have no re-
spect for the judiciary and do
not believe in democracy and
rule of law,

She reiterated her allegation
that from the very beginninl%.
this government has been sell-
ing out national interests lo
India and is now trying to give
corridor to that country as per
its pre-election commitments.’

“Providing corridor is part
Bangladesh to India,” she said
governiment to implement ‘this
suicidal decision’, UNE RN

"The government might use
the Army, Navy and Air Force
personnel to clear Indian ve-
hicles after giving corridor. It
1s now giving traffic training to
members of the armed forces by
deploying them on the roads
with the motive of using them
in fulure,” she observed.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in his speech
strongly protested the govern-
ment's move to introduce Anti-
Terrorism Act to suppress the
opposition and the press.

He warned of a “civil dis-
obedience movement” in the
country if the government en-
acts the law.,

Former finance minister M
Saifur Rahman said none from
abroad will come to invest a
single paisa in Bangladesh if
bank is hijacked in broad day
light.

Presided over by BNP joint
convenor and Juba Dal presi-
dent Mirza Abbas, the meeting
was also addressed by, among
others, Khandaker Delwar Hos-
sain, Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Kurshid Jahan Haq , Tariqul?;—
lam, city BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka and joint con-
venor Abdus Salam,

BNP observes
‘hartal in
Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Sept 6: The
district BNP observed a dawn-
to-dusk hartal here today
protesting arrest of its general
secretary Anisuzzaman EKhan
Babu.

Babu and two others went to
court in connection with a
murder case but the judge can-
celled their bail and ordered to
take them to custody.

Train and bus services were

| normal during the hartal.

E——

and some bullets from them,

The 2nd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Bangla
(BGBF) was held yesterday. Seen in the picture are (from right) Jurgen Schrod of the
German Embassy, Syed J. Haider, chairman, BGBF, Nasir A. Choudhury, Treasurer, BGBF
and Iftekharul Alam, Chairman, Counsel & Arbitration Sub-committee, BGBF.

desh-German Business Forum

of a conspiracy.to. hand ever.

and vowed nmot to allow the Al -{ first. Socretary

From page 1
FaruquSubhan was Chairman
of the Group of 77 at the United
Nations from October 1982 to
October 1983. He was Chairman
of the Third World Forum's
Committee on Economic Coop-
eration among Developed Coun-
tries from 1983 to 1984 and also
Chairman of the, United Na-
tions Commission of Transna-
tional Corporations from 1991
to 1992.He was also closely as-
sociated with setting up of the
South Commission, which was
chaired by Julius Nyerere, for-
mer President of Tanzania.

When Prime Minister
Shiekh Hasina first mooted the
idea of fielding a Bangladesh
candidate for the post of Com-
monwealth Secretary General
at Edinburgh, it was none other
than Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohammad who
said that if Dhaka put forward
Farooq Sobhan as its nominee,
his country would endorse it
without hesitation, Mahathir,
like so many politicians and
dicrlumats who know Sobhan's
adroitness, was speaking from
his personal experience.

Farooq Sobhan has already
spoken about his vision and
mission if he is elected Secre-
tary General. He has proposed
setting up of a Permanent
Commonwealth Election
Commission that could help
monitor elections in different
countries and create expertise
in election monitoring.

He also speaks of an image
problem facing the Common-
wealth, which he intends to
‘rectify as much as possible”, He
also wants to "activate the unof-
ficial Commonwealth" which
comprises innumerable non-
government organisations and
groups to create a larger civil
society.

What are the chances that
the Bangladesh candidate will
win?

The answer to that question
lies with the 53 voters [Tuvulu
being a non-voting associate
member). Of them, the largest
group belong to the African
countries which have 19 votes.
Caribbean countries have 12
votes, Pacific island nations
nine, Mediterranean countries
two and Asia countries eight.
Mentionably, the South Asian
region comprising Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan, The Maldives
and Sri Lanka has a total popu-
lation of 1.2 billion out of 1.7
billion in the Commonwealth,

Four other countries which
traditionally dominate the pol-
itics of the Commonwealth and
are known as AB, C and N
countries are Australia,
Britain, Canada and New
Zealand. Out of three posts of
Deputy Secretary General, two
are, as a matter of rule, reserved
by Canada and Britain. These
countries, known as the Old
Commonwealth, also dominate
major bureaucratic posts,

Since 1965, the post of Secre-
tary. General has never been
held by an Asian country. The

Commonwealth

Smith of*Mnada
two terms. The second, Sir Sri-
dath Ramphal of Guyana, was
from the Caribbean and served
three terms. The incumbent
Secretary General, Chief Emeka
Anyaoku, is from Nigeria and is
retiring after serving two lerm.

This time there is no candidate
either [rom the Caribbean or
from Africa,

Farooq Sobhan is an Asian
candidate in the fray for the
first time in nearig two decades.
Therefore, he should hold a
natural edge because he is an
Asian and a candidate from a
developing country which has
to its record creditable work by
non-government organisations
and has given a model for hold-
ing elections under caretaker
government.

Sobhan's another plus point
is that he is in a straight fight
with the candidate of a devel-
oped country. Developing coun-
tries have much more votes
than the developed ones.

New Zealand Foreign Minis-
ter Don Mckinnon is contesting
Farooq Sobhan. Being a sitting
foreign minister, Don McKin-
non nas a natural advantage.
Even that privilege has been
stretched further as he is being
fully backed by his country
through a concerted campaign.
However, New Zealand's claim
for the post of Commonwealth
Secretary General is said to
have diminished to some extent
lollowing the recent election of
another New Zealander, Mike
Moore, to the post of WTO DG,
whose election was backed by
most Commonwealth members.

No Asian country has of-
fered to field any candidate for
the post of Commonwealth
Secretary General. Mr Srini-
vasan of India, who has been
serving for a long time as a
Deputy Secretary General and is
aspiring for the top position is
reportedly being dissuaded
from contesting by his country.
This is a positive sign that
Bangladesh could hope to get
support of all Asian countries.

is also leaves a scope for
Bangladesh to muster support
from all the African, Carribean
and Pacific island nations.

But Farooq Sobhan is a
lonely warrior, it seems. Other
than being given the rank and
status of a special envoy to the
Prime Minister, he has been left
to campaign alone and fend for
himself. Ultimately, it is
Bangladesh that will win or
lose, and not an individual.

Till now, the former foreign
secretary has visited 35 coun-
tries out of 54 in his campaign
tour. He intends to complete
visiting most of the rest coun-
tries before the election; Sob-
han is taking the trips at his
personal se. Besides, he is
restricted by protocol from
making instant high profile
contacts with many world lead-
ers. Only his previous contacts
in the diplomatic world are en-
abling him to meet people in
high positions. He is reportedly
not getting full support of our
missions abroad during his
campaign tour since no clear
cut instruction has been sent
out from Dhaka. Sadly, Sob-
han is his own spokesman.

ge—

General -of the -
Sir Arnold .
Ho served'*’

gunn
~down ASM Manjurul Islam, 45,
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Next C'wealth SG

There is
spokesman for him.

For Bangladesh, winning the
post of Commonwealth Secre-
tar'f General i5 not an easy task
unless more concerted efforts
are made immediately by the
Foreign Ministry, its missions
in Commonwealth countries
and the Prime Minister hers:lf.
The upcoming trip of the Prime
Minister to the United Natlions
could be utilised to seek bilat-
eral and multilateral support
for Bangladesh'’s candidature.

The heads of missions of

Commonwealth countries in
Dhaka should also be zp-
proached for getting their
country’'s backing in making a
developing democratic nation's
candidate the next Common-
wealth Secretary General.
- Attempts should also be
made to endorse Bangladesh's
candidature by at least a f>w
states with which Dhaka has
friendly relations, That effort
should specially be directed to-
wards our neighbours.

Chief Anaykou Emeka, the
outgoing Secretary Geneial
from Nigeria, is learnt to have
got all out support of his coun-
try during his campaign tour.
He was given a private jet for
three months with four sen‘or
government officials,

Government emissaries need
to fly to different Common-
wealth countries to campaign
for our candidate. In the unique
opportunity, Bangladesh now
£njoys a one- to- one race, This
is a contest in which we need to
use our full diplomatic finesse
to catapult our candidate to vic-
tory. It would greatly enhance
our lack-lustre image among
developing countries and the
comity of nations,

Final today

From page 1

The winners of the cup will
receive a cash award of Taka
3,000,000 while the losers will
earn Taka 2,00,000.

Spectators will have to
spend Taka 30 for a wesilern
gallery ticket for today’s final
while the rate of a eastern

allery has been fixed al Taka

" PM: WH

From page 1

wards the new millennium. the
Prime Minister said the success
stories of the 20th Century. and
disappointments would guide
all concerned to have more ra-
tional approaches for compre-
hensive health development in
the next century.

She said the understanding
of global health situation might
help prepare effective health
plans and making cost-effective
use of scarce resources.

Hasina said Bangladesh be-
longs to the South-East Asia
Region, where political, socio-
economic and demographic
transition and epidemiological
changes now taking place are
Fusing unprecedented chal-
enges for heaith.

any of the communicable
diseases are now re-emerging,
including sexually transmitt
disease and new scourge like
HIV/AIDS that is emerging as
global disaster.

Presently there are seven
million people with HIV/AIDS
in the South and Southeast
Asia Region.

She said malnutrition con-
tinues to afflict large number of
women and children while mi-
cro-nutrient deficiencies lead to
retarded physical and mental
growth and vitamin "A" defi-
ciency still persists as a major
cause of blindness.

Referring to the health situa-
tion in Bangladesh, Hasina said
the country is facing a vicious
cycle of population explosion,
poverty, low literacy rate and
malnutrition. The health status
of the people is reportedly low.

Besides, she said, there is
high CPFE?EIEHEE of communica-
ble diseases among children
under five while maternal mor-
tality rate is still unacceptably
high in comparison to other
countries of the region.

The Prime Minister, how-
ever, said the government has
been pursuing a policy of health
development that ensures pro-
vision of Essential Package of
Services to the entire popula-
tion, particularly to the under-
served in rural areas.

Hasina said the count
achieved success in Oral Dehy-
dration Therapy and high im-
munisation coverage. She said
infant mortality rate has been
substantially reduced as a re-
sult of ORT and success in the
EPIl programme.

The present Contraceptive
Prevalence Rate (CPR) is about
49.2 per cent, Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) has come down to 3.3
per cent in 1997 and the Popula-
tion Growth Rate (PGR) has
fallen to 1.6 per cent.

Dr Shameem
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The embassy said yesterday
that their bodies were lying in a
Kathmundu hospital.

Dr Shameem Ahmed. 48, an
associate professor of Pedi-
atrics before joining ICDDR,B.
was a leading figure in public
health and contributed much
towards health sector reforms
in Bangladesh.

Known as an eminent physi-
cian with a strong social com-
mitment, she worked on
awareness campaign on such
iIssues as breast :

The eldest daughter of the
late Zamiruddin Ahmed, a for-
mer ambassador, an eminent
Awami League leader and polit-
ical secretary to Chief Minister
Ataur Rahman Khan in the
fifties, Dr Shamim Ahmed left
behind a son and a daughter,

Murd

From page'1
garage, Rawshan AH, 30, was
stabbed to death allegedly
his wife's step brothers at Khil-
gaon on the same day,
- Two days later, on August 30,
unidentified assailants ed

no government

President of Jute Growers Asso-
ciation at Monipuripara near
the Sangsad Bhag ban. -
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