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Go Back to Parliament

F late there has been a marked shift in the agi-

tational policy of the opposition BNP. Ire-
quency of hartal is on the wane as other forms of
demonstration, geared to mobilise public opinion,
like the road marches, gain ground. The principal
opposition party has so far organised four road
marches with the Dhaka-Aricha one on Sunday
being the latest one staged to protest what the BNP
termed as grant of 'corridor' to India through
Bangladesh territory. Begum Zia addressed way-
side public rallies as the motor cavalcade rolled
along the Dhaka-Aricha highway. The 'road
march’ which was once the butt of joke for her cyn-
ical detractors is now an established method of
garnering support for her party's causes, She must
be exuding a new confidence in the process. This
should strengthen her belief that democracy is
working somehow. In spite of the official elec-
tronic media's preoccupation with the ruling par-

ty's agenda and programmes, she is being

able to

get her messages through to the people by exercis-

ing the alternatives to hartal .

Why is then Khaleda Zia saying that the gov-
ernment should be given.'one push' to topple it?
The unconstitutional methodology conjured up by
such an utterly irresponsible call for ouster of an

elected government could only have been

arn ex-

pression extreme which does not sit with the new
strength of the BNP derived from the successful

rallies they have been organising lately.

Begum

Zia's call for pulling the government down by a

'nudge' may be recalled in the reverse:
Hasina, while in the opposition, had used

Sheikh
similar

words against Begum Zia, the then prime minister

of the country, but the latter's government

did not

fall. To the credit of our history, the February elec-
tion was held as scheduled with Begum Zia's gov-
ernment having run the tenure it was elected for.
The BNP chief should get the benefit of a flash-
back and get it into her system of beliefs that our
elected governments cannot be made to fall except

through another election.

As part of strengthening the democratic process
BNP ought to go back to the Parliament now, with-

out ado.

East Timor on Fire

EVIDENTLY. overwhelmin

verdict in favour of

independence in the UN-brokered referendum
has brought about little respite for the East Timo-
rese, who have been subjected to repression, in one
form or the other, under different regimes for cen-

turies. With

pro-Jakarta militiamen, an obvious

minority given the result of the referendum, un-
leashing a reign of terror in the capital and tens of
thousands fleeing their homes in mortal fear, the
former Portuguese colony appears headed for a

civil war. So fiercely violent and menacingl

dall-

dacious the machete and automatic weapon-bran-
dishing anti-independence exponents are, thaf even
the journalists and foreigners based. in Dili have
not been spared. Already more than 100.pressmen

and many foreigners have been evacuated.

The UN

Mission in East Timor (UNAMET) has not had any
immunity, either. Four local staffers have been
killed and six others have gone missing since the
vote. Also, the UNAMET compound virtually, came
under siege since Saturday's announcement that
“78.5 per cent of East Timor’s voters have chosen
independence, not autonomy within Indonesia

sought by the militias”. -

Regrettably. Jakarta's role in ever-escalating
violence has been dubious, to say the least. While
itself mooting independence for East Timor in
January, President BJ Habibie’'s government has
turned a blind eye to the marauding acts of militi-
amen. Thousands of soldiers and police stationed
in the province to maintain law and order have al-
legedly made no attempt to stop the hoodlums.
Even worse, members of Indonesian army's special
Kopassus forces are alleged to have been playing a

"central role in the militia violence”.

Apparently, the situation in East Timor has

gone way out of hand. At this point of time, the
hold the upper hand;

Jakarta militiamen clearl

p1o-

however, in all likelihood, the pro-independence
activists would regroup very soon and retaliate. If

and when that hap

pens, it would certainly

lead to

an orgy of killing and getting killed. Added to the
mass exodus now taking place, it would be a hu-
manitarian disaster of a colossal magnitude. Al-
though a high-level delegation from Jakarta has
already reached East Timor, suspicion lurks that-it
may just be an attempt to hoodwink the interna-
ticnal community. Yet, one can only wish that the

Indonesian authority

would be true to its commit-

ment and respect the yerdict of the East Timorese

people.

Violence at Rangamati

IN the backdrop of anc%?r demonstrations b
P

hari Chhatra Parisha

Pa-

CP), supporters of CHT

peace accord and Shantu Larma, the latter met

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Sunday

at

Ganobhaban and discussed matters of mutual in-

terest with her. Larma was aided b

two of his lieu-

tenants. They discussed status of implementation
of the peace accord including the Regional Coun-
cil's point of view on various unresolved issues.

But the situation in the CHT has not improved
much even after the Regional Council started func-
tioning under the stewardship of Larma. Reports of
clashes between tribals and non-tribals and be-

tween pahari community
have appeared in the newspapers. Only on

members and the police

Sunday

last, the PCP activists clashed with the police in
the collectorate compound. Thirty people were in-
jured, one of them seriously, as a result of police
firing. The agitated students also ransacked shops
and offices damaging properties of innocent
traders and shop-owners. The latter protested the
ugly incident by calling hartal on Monday. The
students, it is reported, were demonstrating
against the murder of two hill people at Baghaich-
hari thana allegedly by some Bangalees. Both
sides, according to reports, have asked for the re-
moval of the Police Super for his failure to tackle

the situation.

This paper has always maintained that strong

measures are needed to be taken against

any at-

tempt to disrupt peace in the CHT. We hope that
supporters of the peace accord will not create any
situation in which peace is disturbed and the peo-

ple, local and non-local alike, suffer from
prehension of a breach of peace in the area.

any ap-

New Challenges for te Awami League Government

RIME Minister Sheikh
PHasina has a monumental

challenge to stem internal
factional strife, vigorously
enforce law and order, and,
above all, effectively run the
affairs of state until the next
election. But that is not the only
fear casting shadows on the
Awami League government. The
BNP-led opposition decided to
boycott the national
parliament until the
government revoked its deci-
sion to give transit facilities to
India that some critics consider
a strategic threat 1o
Bangladesh. It is possible that
the opposition-led hartals, in-
termittently jolting the nation,
may explode into a strident
anti-government protest all
over the country. More seri-
ously, Hasina's ability to unify
the nation. her commitments to

“pluralism and her actual

treatment of the opposition
since her party came to power
in 1996 are very much under
scrutiny — by the domestic an-
tagonists and also by those in-
ternational observers who gen-
erally oversee the worldwide
democratic governance. This
article focuses on some of the
critical issues that the Awami
League government faces now.
Kader Siddiqui, a well
known freedom fighter turned
politician, was recently sus-
Fended from the Awami League
or his apparent rebellion
against the party. What was in-
tended as a warning against in-
subordination to the party
leadership did not really work
since Kader Siddiqui resigned
as MP as a protest with a litany
of grievances directed towards
Prime Minister Hasina. The
disciplinary steps and rhetoric
against Kader Siddiqui failed to
hinder the persisting intra-
Part}r strife at the national
evel, and violent polarizations
between the rival groups and
Eersnnalities (of the Awami
eague) continued to make
headlines in different districts.
Even the competing factions of
the pro-Awami League student
front periodically clashed with
each other.
On August 27, there was a
startling and "unique bank
robbery” in Dhaka City!

© Akhteruzzaman Babu, a bi

of the Awami League, allegedly
accompanied by armed goons,
broke through the collapsible
gate of the United Commercial
Bank Ltd (UCBL), beat up and
forced the existing chairman
(Zafar Ahmed Chowdhury, also
a prominent Awami Leaguer in
Chittagong), and the directors
to resign at gun point, and de-
clared himself as the new
chairman! It has also been ac-
cused that the police watched
the entire event but did not in-
tervene. The unprecedented in-
cident sent shock waves

‘residential

by M. Rashiduzzaman

r

Her government may survive the feared tumult and shout of the opposition, but it's a political defeat
for Sheikh Hasina if the BNP emerges as the resilient and indispensable platform of forces opposed

to what the Awami League stands for, and the way that p

through the national capital
that was a severe blow to the
prestige of the Awami League
government although the ruling
party has recently taken some
steps against him. It was not a
routine wvandalism by the
armed gangs, but an outburst of
extreme personal rivalry inside
the Awami League which the
Eart_l,r has been trying to repair,
ut not with evident success
since its influential leaders are
divided over the appropriate
steps to deal with the perpetra-
tors of the UCBL incident, The
battle over the UCBL manage-
ment also spilled in the streets
of Chittagong as the rival fac-
tions exchanged gunfire with
each other.
_ Evidently, the strong under-
currents behind the facade of
party solidarity could be trick-
ier than fighting the known po-
litical opponents. RAJUK's con-
troversial allocation of (301)
lots recently cre-
ated so much of internal bicker-
ing among the Awami Leaguers
that it became the talk of the
entire country! Hasina, on her
return from England, quickly
rescinded those allotments to
save her name from what is bet-
ter known as the RAJUK (plot)
scam that has irreparably tar-
nished the image of her party,
and created a fissure within the
Awami League regime itself,
Yet, all of these could only
be the tip of the summer of dis-
contents inside the ruling
party!l Do the feuds and scan-
dals indicate the Awami
League's Internal instability?
Are these the bitter harvest of
the ruling party's patronage dis-
tribution to certain groups, in-
dividuals, friends and relatives
while ignoring others within
the party? It is a well-known
political logic that when a party
elite relies exclusively on
cronyism without a%gre:gating
the diverse forces and expecta-
tions, it creates adversaries
from within. As a result,
Hasina will have more angry
and recalcitrant Awami Lea-
guers who did not get what they
expected from their own people
in power, Bengali appetite for
proliferating factionalism is
not new and even the main op-
position Lgarties are not im-
mune to this, but sitting atop a
volcano of unfolding in-
ternecine warfare is a great dis-
appointment for Hasina since
the party that she brought back
to power from the political
wilderness may become her
anathema now.

-The higher courts in
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FLEMEAT T s vanhacha

PP HE first phase of polling is
over. That is, more than

one-third of the 545-mem-
ber Lok Sabha has been elected,
although the names of winners
are still hidden in the ballot
boxes opening on October 4. It is
the longest period any Election
Commission has taken since
indeFendenct to announce the
results. But it is probably justi-
fied since the armed forces can-
not be moved from the posi-
tions they have taken on the
front.

The inordinate delay is not
so disturbing as is the sabotage
by party men of their own can-
didates. It seems that political
parties had expected it. That is
the reason why they had de-
layed the publication of the
candidates' lists. The apprehen-
sion was that those denied tick-
ets would turn dissidents. This
is exactly what has happened in
several cases.

The worst examples of sabo-
tage have been in the Congress.
They are being cited in the dur-
bar of Congress president Sonia
Gandhi. Some party leaders, for
instance, have worked against
Dr Manmohan Singh, contest-
ing from South D

uite indiscreet in their remark
that they wanted to end once for
all the talk that Sonia Gandhi
might nominate him as Prime
Minister if the Congress ever
came to power,

The sabotage of the BJP
candidates has been less. The
R5S lias heen able to impose
discipline after experiencing
the revolt in Madhya Pradesh
where the effigies of Uma
Bharati were burnt on the day
of her nomination., Again in
Rajasthan, where some k
leaders were alienated over the
distribution of tickets, the
Sangh, sanchalaks have done
hard work to persuade them to
work for the BJP candidates.
1 did not realise until [ vis-
ited some state capitals how big
the number of BJP candidates,
who were Congressmen yester-
day. was. The reverse is also
true, but not to that extent. If a
Who's Who of politicians is pre-
pared. it will show how even
staunch party men have
changed sides — colours
— overnight.

i. They are-

Bangladesh have not only re-

buked the government for what -

amounts to a disrespect for ju-
diciary, denial of the due pro-
cess and disregard for certain
constitutional provisions, but
also fined the government for
?mss abuse of power. Respect
or law is not a matter of
rhetoric, but a matter of actual
practice, and seriously speak-
ing, due process cannot be halt
hearted. Khaleda Zia insists
that her supporters were bein
arrested under the pretext o
apprehending the anti-social
elements. The front page news-
paper picture of an allegedly
pro-government “terrorist”
chasing the presumably oppo-
sition strikers with a "nine-
shooter shot gun” gives some
credence to the opposition
charge that the ruling party was
out to use force to crush politi-
cal agitation. No steps, as of
this writing, were taken against
the Awami League MP and his
armed accomplices who al-
legedly shot and killed a pro-
opposition student activist in
broad day light during a hartal.
The police recently issued
warrants of arrest against 158
"top terrorists" that allegedly
included mostly the names of
the BNP activists (it is further
known that during the last
three years, the police issued
warrants of arrest against
200,000 people most of whom
were claimed to be the BNP sup-
porters). The BNP considers the
3-plus year of the Awami League
rule a "reign of terror" dreading
its national leaders as well as
the local upholders whenever
and wherever it could. Such ter-
rifying accusations are the po-
litical danger signals for a rul-
ing party in any democracy.
With the press revealing who
gets arrested and who gets pun-
ished., the Awami League gov-
ernment will have to do a lot of
explaining to the non-partisan
human rights groups peering
into such arrests and detention.
Sheikh Hasina misundser-
stood the message of the 1936
elections; the Awami League in
power has spent more time in
cursing the opposition than
showing the country a new di-
rection — a flawed tactic that
will cost the party politically,
All the invitations to join her
"consensus government" are
now considered loose talks
about democracy and political
cooperation — she failed to
build even a fagade of political
pluralism. Whenever-a fault of
the administration is pointed
out. the Awami League leaders'’

favourite response is: "Oh, the
BNP government also did simi-
lar things!" People are fed up
with such blame shifting, and
the government's credibility is
on the slippery slope. Even the
annual c{d}DP eﬂimates are
uestioned not o the po-
ﬁtica] rivals, but }arjg by Flfl]e
international donors. During
the last three years, the habit-
ual government-opposition
contest has been turned into a
"war of the two ladies" between
Prime Minister Hasina and Op-
position leader Khaleda Zia
that has reached the lowest ebb.
The Awami League has in-

" deed limited its political world

by its vociferous claim as the
SOLE party of patriotism, the
freedom fighters and the "pro-
liberation" forces — an act that
narrowed its appeal to an exclu-
sionary paradigm. It is also
confusing to the post-1971
(Bangladeshi] generation that
does not fully understand or
rigidly follow the ferocity of
that distinction between the
“pro-liberation” and "anti-lib-
eration” forces. The Awami
League's vocabulary of "politi-
cal correctness” has not
changed over two decades except
briefly in 1996. A time bomb is
ticking against the Awami
League unless it broadens its
appeal to a larger constituency
of Bangladeshis! Its political
rivals are already attacking the
fact that the Awami League has
been dependent on the minority
voting blocks for winning elec-
tions. Of the 37 per cent popular
votes that the Awarmni League re-
ceived in 1996, about 12 per cent
are considered minority votes.
Recent opinion polls in
Bangladesh indicate that elec-
tion in the near future will also
have similar outcome for the
Awami League.

So far the ruling regime has
failed to come up with a coher-
ent governing philosophy — a
question that was also raised
against the BNP government
reeling under the opposition-
led hartals. The Awami League
no longer enjoys the massive
popularity of a single unifying
leader as it happened in the
early 1970's. What the Awami
League is doing now is not a
statesman-like, all-embracing
and all-inclusive initiative for
the rough and tumble of the po-
litical game. The Awami
League's exclusive claim to pa-
triotisi is already challenged
by the BNP and several other
political groups and leaders
who also made significant con-
tribution to the armed struggle

arty governed the country since 1996.

in 1971. Ironically, Kader Sid-
diqui now blames that the pre-
sent Awami League government
is an "anti-liberation" regime!
If he succeeds in forming an-
other party of his "genuine"
freedom fighters that he threat-
ens to do, the Awami League's
monopolistic claim of being the
‘only" party of those who fought
for the independence will fur-
ther go down in public esteem.
The Awami League has to put its
iqghnti huul?e in order while
i ng the an opposition
forces and succc%lgullje ?:nntcsts
election possibly in no so dis-
tant future.

By overstretching its histor-
ical role in 1971 and by har-
nessing it for exclusively parti-
san and personal purposes, the
Awami League, at its own peril,
divided the country into the two
opposing camps — "Us" over
"Them" respectively! "Us" repre-
sented the Awami League, and
its intellectual and political
cohorts. And "Them" are the
non-Awami Leaguers, those
who did not en%u}r the assumed
credentials as freedom fighters
and as "pro-liberation” forces,
those who did not flee to India
in 1971, those who were sus-
pected to have collaborated
with Pakistan in 1971 and
those who are loosely consid-
ered as the pro-Pakistanis. The
worst ramifications of such a
dubious split of the nation are
yet to corne! Hasina moved from
the left to the centre and sought
reconciliation including for-
giveness for the "past wrong do-
ing" — a moderating voice that
generated public confidence on
the new leadership, and greatly
helped the Awami e to win
the 1996 lpnll but remained, so
far, unfulfilled in the eyes of

many Bangladeshis. Sheikh

Hasina enjoys the name recog-
nition of her father, but not his
mesmerizing charisma; as the
leader of one of the largest par-
ties in Bangladesh, her best op-
tion is to reconcile the conflict-
ing impulses that go with demo-
cratic pluralism.

For over two years, most ob-
servers dismissed the anti-
Awami League accusatory
voices as little more than the

outpouring BNP frustration and
Khaleda's impatience to get
back the power that she lost to
Sheikh Hasina in. 1996. When a
party- considers itself as the
monopoly of patriotism, ignor-
ing or suppressing other groups
and views, it comes closer to the
identification of the party with
the state — a fearsome prospect
even for Bangladesh that has

Communalists on the Defensive

‘I{a_fpny_ee has said that the BJP, as a party and not as a member of the National Democratic Al-
liance, is committed to the three issues: non-construction of the Ram temple at the site where the
Babri Masjid stood once; non-abolition of Article 370 which assures special status to Jammu and

Arun Nehru was a vehement
opponent of the BJP. In lact. the
entire Nehru family has been.
For him to join the BJP is to
turn back cn all that he be-
lieved in or aiaparently stood
for. The family too feels let
down. The case of Jaipal Reddy
is worse. He was a committed
socialist whose anti-Congres-
sism got sharpened during the
emergency. It seems that par-
liament membership is all that
he wants, Either he had no
commitment earlier or he has
compromised on his principles
to get the Congress ticket. Ei-
ther way, Reddy has not en-
1Ef:mnr:f:-:i is stock with the pub-

C.

The worst betrayal has been
l:-ir1 the small parties or groups.
They had reached an unde:-
standing on supporting a par-
ticular candidate. But they
ditched him or her at the last
moment. Such examples have
been laughed away as "friendly
contests". But it confirms the
impression that every party or
group is after increasing its
strength in parliament, by
hook or by crook.

It shows more than ever be-
fore that power has come to be
concentrated in parliament.
Social movements are effective
up to a point, But they have to
knock at the door of state legis-
latures or parliament if they
want their demand to be con-
ceded to. All other avenues for
redress are getting clogged.

It can have a dangerous fall-
out. If and when people find out
that the elected leaders do not
deliver the goods, they ma
think of other remedies. It is al-
ready happening. The increas-
ing viclence in the country is
indicative of ‘disappointment
leading to desperation. The ef-
fort by criminals to become
members of parliament or state
If;gisla_tures is another evidence
of how these bodies are impor-
tant for them. They confer on
them sanctity which helps
them cover up their misdeeds.

“tially

Kashmir, and non-adoption of a uniform civil code.

e
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_BETWEEN THE LINES _

Such being the case, the
voter should have the right to
reject a candidate. When the re-
sult is announced, the number
of "notes" should also be de-
clared. The Sevagram Initiative
Group proposed to the EC that
the ballot paper should have a
column to register 'no’. The
Commission rejected the sug-

estion on the ground that it

as no such authority and that
only parliament could frame
rules on such matters. If this is
so, the next parliament should
take up the proposal on a prior-
ity basis.

I wish the EC had at least
agreed to the posting of non-of-
ficial observers at key centres.
The bureaucrats, whether from
Delhi or elsewhere, are essen-
overnment servants.
Most of them are not beyond
influence. The explanation that
the EC gave is that parliament
should amend the Representa-
tion of the People Act to provide
for the appointment of non-of-
ficials as observers. I think the
commission is trying to pass
the buck. When it can nominate
bureaucrats, why not non-offi-
cials, who will give credibility
to the polling process?

There are so many deficien-
cles in the electoral system. But
one good thing about the cur-
rent polls is that there is less of
religion, although the caste fac-
tor remains as explosive as be-
fore. Secular elements, al-

though far from united, have
started joining issue with the
fundamentalists.

It is not my case that the
Muslims do not suffer due to
discrimination or suspicion,
Only recently did many Mus-

One step forward,
two steps back

Sir, The recent government
initiative to remove slums and
their inhabitants is once again
a reflection of its myopic vi-
sion. [ am not saying that the
move is wrong — in fact, it is
long overdue — but the imple-
mentation once again shows us
how little thought goes into
planning such moves. Whereas
it is true that in recent years the
slums have become crime dens,
it is equally true that there are
only a few rotten apples in the
barrel.

The actions of a few should
not be used to judge the many,
especially when it is obvious
that the eviction drive report-
edly arose only because of the

heinous murder of a police offi-
cer. | cannot believe that the
government did not know the
slums harboured wanted crim-
inals prior to the eviction drive.
The move reeks of political ex-
pediency. It is a shame that ac-
tion is considered only when
the hand that feeds is bitten. In
any event, rehabilitation

should have been a prime con-
cern.

Sadat Omar
Dhaka

Culture and films

Sir, Noted personalities and
others are always found to be

'saying in meetings, seminars,

interviews, that our film-mak-
ers should reflect the rich cul-

tural heritage and societal val-
ues ol our country in their
films. But what exactly is hap-
pening in our cine-world? One
could easily assess the real sit-
uation by watching wvarious
movies and movie-based pro-
grammes on BTV and ATN
Bangla. It seems that our film-
makers as well as the artists
have totally forgotten our cul-
ture and tradition. The costume
designing has transgressed even
the Bollywood limit!

Isn't it about time the au-
thorities concerned should take
appropriate measures for re-
establishing our usual norms
and values in our filmdom?

M Zahidul Hagque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhaka-1207

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi .

lims in Mumbai face a govern-
ment order to prove their citi-
zenship. The raid by the Intelli-

nce Bureau — it rarely does so

irectly — on an Islamic insti-
tution in Lucknow, without the
knowledge of the respected Mus-
lim head, suggested suspicion.
But the reaction of non-Mus-
lims and the media was so
strong that the authorities had
to beat a hasty retreat and apol-
ogize,

Communalists are on the de-
fensive now. The upward line in
the graph of Hindu-Muslim ri-
ntjn%dhas dipped abruptly after
the Mumbai killings. The de-
clining trend is also visible
from the number of communal
riots. It is not an earthshaking
development, but it is worth

nothing that when Yusuf Khan
_l;:lindcl films in the forties, he
ad to adopt a Hindu name —
Dilip Kumar, so did Mahzabeen
(Meena Kumari)? But Aamir
Khan, Shahrukh Khan and
Salman Khan did not have to do
so. They are not less sought af-
ter because they are Muslims.

RSS chief Rajinder Singh
himself sent word to the gov-
ernment to exempt the film,
Sarfarosh, from entertainment
tax. The film, not complimen-
tary to Pakistan, extols the
commitment of Indian Muslims
to the country. The film's pro-
ducer had not even applied for
exemption. Such a public
demonstration on the part of
the RSS may be part of its strat-
egy. The party still has to un-
derstand that anti-Muslim feel-
ing in a pluralistic society is
counter-productive.

One can see the eguation
between Muslims and Hindus
taking shape. The Muslims are
not afraid of being swamped
culture-wise as they were at one
time. The secular policy, after

been oscillating between
democracy and authoritarian
rules since independence! Faced
with numerous allegations of
suppressing dissent, the Awami

_League government is sufferi
from sell nds. Few

-inflicted wounds. Few
politically motivated cases
against the opposition leaders
have been withdrawn, and now
the charges of opposition
bashing and intolerance to-
wards diversity are increas-
ingly putting the ruling Awami
League on the defensive side of
the political aisle,

BNP lawmakers were
allured to junior cabinet posi-
tions that was widely criticized
as an unabashed attempt to fray
the opposition, and disregarded
the constitutional restriction
against such floor ¢ (itis
mgl mducl_lllma iig‘:\r; iusu? in

adesh thro a new
flash point. won by the i.:q:mp-‘::gsiilE
tion recently. With a barrage of
politically inspired cases
?Fainst the opposition leaders;
asina is facing a no win situa-
tion — overt manipulation of
bureaucracy and judiciary to
gruve those allegations will
ring condemnation for her,
but a belated withdrawal of
those charges would further de-
stroy her credibility.
¢ internecine conflicts,
the political isolation and the
very apprehension of instabil-
ity are destabilizing specters by
themselves but the convergence
of those forces cannot readily
bring down the government as
long as Hasina's parliamentary
majority remains intact. But
with the swirling factionalism
and the challenging prospect of
A continuing agitation against
the ruling party, Hasina's
deadlocked governance will
have little initiative for new
policies. The Awami League has
possibly a different vision
about the future turn of events
but the sympathy that veered to
Sheikh Hasina hcrding her
party back to power in 1996 is
downhill. Her government may
survive the feared tumult and
shout of the opposition, but it's
a political defeat for Sheikh
Hasina if the BNP emerges as
the resilient and indispensable
platform of forces opposed to
what the Awami League stands
for, and the way that party gov-
erned the country since 1996.
The growing perception of a
failing ability to govern and
manage the organizational
solidarity of the party, and the
reality of an escalating opposi-
tion challenge cannot be realis-
tically dismissed as little more
than a "conspiracy” for "freei
the accused Mujib-killers”
whose death sentence is still
held up by the judicial process!

The author teaches Political
Science at Rowan University,
Glassboro, New Jersey, USA

[ L AT ag g e ]

Lall, the 'beatings, is getting

strengthened.

What has probably con-
tributed the maximum to the
importance of Muslims is the
elections. They have become
arbiters. Even the BJP has re-
alised that the party cannot re-
tain the gaddi at the Centre if it
does not have the Muslims on
its side. They are 10 to 12 per
cent in the country of 1,000 mil-
lion. In the joint electorate
their number is decisive in
some constituencies. And they
can affect the outcome in some
200 Lok Sabha seats.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee has ticked off RSS
ideologue KN Govindacharya.
Vajpayee has said that the BJP,
as a party and not as a member
of the National Democratic Al-
liance, is committed to the
three issues: non-construction
of the Ram temple at the site
where the Babri Masjid stood
once; non-abolition of Article
370 which assures special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kashmir, and
non-adoption of a uniform civil
code. Muslims and others have
seldom doubted Vajpayee. What
about L K Advani and Murali
Manohar Joshi who tolerate
Vajpayee's views, in the present
;:]iirm%rnstanccs but not follow

m .

'OPINION

Transit or transhipment or
corridor? The subject has been
confounded in such manners
that most people are perplexed
and bewildered as to what is the
real jssue. What we have here is
the history repeating itself.
Many of us should remember
how Pakistan was seeking simi-
lar facility of transit through
India between its two wings and
how then Indian prime minis-
ter Pandit Nehru reacted. In his
owrt words the reply was, "It is a
strange demand from a peculiar
courntry. A passage to go to their
own country through a foreign
country. It is unprecedented.
This facility if provided has to
be governed by rules and la-
tions enacted by the Parliament
as these are not covered by any
International rules of Customs
and Immigration and Indian
Parliament does not have that
time".

Pakistanis left no stone un-
turned from New Delhi to New
York but in vain. 1 cannot still
understand why the Indians did
not make the agreement charg-
ing heavy transit fees like a
good shopkeeper should. The

- reason is simple. The national

securily outweighs economic
Fains. No country does any
avour to other country. Indian
proposal of through surface
passage across Bangladeshis
dictated by her self-interest

nnlly.

_India is constructing barbed
wire fencing at its border with
Bangladesh, not transferring
Tinbigha, creating trouble for
Talpatti and isolating the en-

claves of Anguarpota and Daha-
gram, Everyday newspapers re-

and protection by U
Council, Every right minde

Bangladeshi citizen is very
muc

Transit Facility to India

One Concerned

port of cross border firing by
BSF killing and wounding the
innocent villagers. These go
against the concept of friendly
neighbour, So is the erection of
Farakka Barrage unilaterally
without regard for any canon of
justice and thereby laying the
country in the slow death trap
of environmental disaster.
Taking part in our War of Lib-
eration cannot condone all
such misdeeds. It was Indians
who were the beneficiary of cap-
turing a Pakistani market and
the defeat of the enemy.
Bangladesh is got back their
land only.

Echoing Panditji's words,
transit of Indian pgoods is a
complicated issue. This is not a
simple matter of Dhaka-Delhi
talk show. Bangladesh has also
other powerful neighbours' and
SAARC countries’ interest to
deal with in this respect. Be-
yond the borders of Bangladesh
within their own territories
there exist similar need for
transit facilities for the SAARC
countries for unhindered trade
and commerce,

The issue of transit passage
between western and eastern
India over B adesh surface
and similar other transit re-
quirement of the neighbourin

countries should be discuss

and a upon and a common
legal framework made under

UN supervision with guarantees
Securit

in favour of good neigh-

- New era of un

bourly relatioris restoring peace
and dpmspcrity to these third
world countries not resorting to
futile arms race wasting na-
tional resources.
Bangladesh's utmost need of
the moment is of peaceful
neighbours and not big broth-
ers. The transit passage is a step
in the right direction but
fraught with apprehension. We
from this sub-continent enter-
ing a new millennium without
breaking away from the Alba-
tross around our necks, without
hope of expiation or redemp-
tion. Are we the cursed nations
lost in the wilderness of hatred
and agony? Who shall be held
responsible for this malady —
the politicians or the public?

e public is only a scape-
goat. Money and muscle that's
all one needs to be a political
leader to patronize the cult only
and nothing else. Time has
come for a change to resolve all
the backlog of disputes and en-
ter the New Millennium of the
People with great expectation,
with the motto: charity for all
and malice towards none. With
trust and friendship we ~an
grasp the Fasspnrt to prosperity,
a vision of a great society of the
sub-continent.

Let this transit passage to
India be the be im!l}ing ol the
erstanding to
harmonize the strained rela-
tionship between the necigh-
bours who must pledge tn abjde
by the UN sponsored Aibiira-
tion Verdict to all disputes
which could not be settled in
any way thus far. We are dyin%

to see a new life in this
the world. ’ _ B0
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