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Clinical meeting: z H Sikder Cardiac Care and
Research Centre will hold a clinical meeting on "Myocardial
Protection.” Venue: Conference Hall of the clinic at "Monica
Estate,” West Dhanmondi. Time: 9:00 am.

DRIK founding anniversary: DRIK Gallery
will hold day-long programme to mark its 10th founding
anniversary. The programmes will begin with the inauguration
of a photography exhibition. Venue: DRIK Gallery. Time: 11:00

aIIl.

Phﬂtﬂgraphy exhibition: a three-day long

photograp

y exhibition of Syed Masud Hossain will be

inaugurated. The exhibition comprises photographs of old and

new writers and litterateurs. Chief guest: M

Nasim, Minister

for Home, Post and Telecommunications. Venue: Shishu Art
Gallery of Shishu Academy. Time: 4:00 pm.

MCE inauguration: Movement for Conservation of
Environment (MCE), a student based social organisation, will
hold its inauguration programme. Venue: Russian Cultural

Centre, Time: 4:00 pm.

Seminars: A seminar titled "Western Media and Dilemma"
will be held. Chief guest: Abdul Matin Khasru, Law Minister:
Venue: Jatiya Press Club. Time: 4:00 pm.

Painting exhibition:
exhibition o
Saju Art Gallery

The 7th solo painting

ohammad Igbal will be inaugurated. Venue:
DCC North Super Market, 2nd Circle,

Gulshan. Time: 5:00 pm. The exhibition will remain open from
10.00 am to 8:30 pm everyday till September 13.

Discussion: Ustad Ayet Ali Kha Sangeet Niketan will
hold a discussion to be followed by a soiree of classical
instrumental music. Venue Goethe Institut. Time: 7:15 pm.

Discussion meeting: Children Development
Organisation will hold a discussion meeting on "The next
generation must Know the true history." Venue: Shishu
Academy auditorium, Time: 5:30 pm.

Founding anniversary: Abritee Angan will hold

a recitation

roduction Tomsha
padhay at a hunction to observe its

g Tarashanker Bandha-
th founding anniversary.

Venue: Shawkat Osman Smriti auditorium. Time: 7:00 pm.

Rally:

against lundamentalists an
Shahid Minar, Time: 4.00 pm.

Sammilita Samajik Andolon will hold a rally
communalism. Venue: Central

Recitation programme: abritee Angan will hold

a recitation grugramme on the 2nd day of its two-day
serve its 6th founding anniversary. Chief guest:

function to o

long

Obaidul Qader, State Minister for Youth, Sports and Culture,
Venue; TSC auditorium, DU campus. Time; 6:00 pm.

Light rain forecast

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with temporary gusty

wind is likely

at few places over Chittagong, Barisal. Khulna and

Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Dhaka and Rajshahi
divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Met Office said day temperature may remain nearly unchanged
over the country during the period.

The country's highest temperature yesterday was recorded at
33.6 degree Celsius at Sylhet and the lowest 24.6 degrees at

Satkhira and Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.14 pm and rises tomorrow

at 5.41 am. '

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 31.7 27.2 80 7 4c AN
Chittagong 33.0 254 71 76
Rajshahi 31.4 26.2 83 83
Khulna 32.4 26.5 83 78
Barisal 30.8 26.2 89 80
Sylhet 33.6 25.5 92 73
Cox's Bazar 31.5 254 80 85

Pallima
Sangsad

State Minister for Shipping
Mofazzal Hussain Chowdhury
Maya yesterday emphasised the

need lor proper grooming of the
children to face the challenges
of the 21st century, reports BSS.

He was addressing the Par-
ents Day programme of the
Shaheed Babul Academy, an
institution of the Pallima
Sangsad at Malibagh in the
city. -

Presided over by the Pallima
Sangsad advisory council pres-
ident Hafizur Rahman Maina,
it was also addressed, among
others, by city Awami League
vice-president and Pallima
Sangsad life member Monir
Hossain Khan and Pallima
Sangsad president Engineer
Siddique Ullah, governing
committee secretary Anisur
Rahman and Principal Madina
Khatun.

Maya said, without expan-
sion of education, no nation
could achieve the development
targets.

He said next century would
be a century of technology and
Bangladesh has to keep pace
with the advancement of the
rest of the world.

The minister also dis-
tributed prizes among the meri-
torious students of the school,
set up in 1976 by the Pallima

Sangsad in memory of two
valiant freedom fighter mem-
bers of the Sangsad who were
lfg;ﬁd by occupation forces in

Later, the minister witnessed
the cultural programme
participated by the students of
the school.

BNCC

Bangladesh National Cadet
Corps (BNCC]) of Dhaka Univer-
sity Contingent {eslerday ac-
corded a farewell reception in
honour of its former Director
Brigadier Mohammad Ali
Hasan PSC at the BNCC office
premises, reports BSS.

At a function organised in
front of Administrative Build-
ing Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka

University Prof. AK Azad
Chowdhury said BNCC gives us
lesson to become disciplined
and patriotic. So the role of
BNCC in our individual and na-
tional life is very important, he
added.

Azad Chowdhury recalled
the contributions of officers
and cadets of BNCC who played
a very valiant role in the War of
Liberation along with a large
number of teachers, students,
officers and employees. Prof.
Mohammad Shahadat Ali,
Brigadier Mohammad Alj
Hasan and Commander of
Ramna Regiment Mohammad
Abul Bashar also addréssed the
function.

Bangabandhu
Parishad

Political Advisor to the
Prime Ministéer Dr S A Malek
yesterday said Bangabandhu
declared the programme of the
second revolution to achieve
the economic emancipation of
the peasants, workers and toil-
ing masses, reports BSS.

He was addressing a discus-
sion commemorating the 24th
anniversary of martyrdom of
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man organised by the Banga-
bandhu Parishad Demra and
Shyampur thana unit at
Postagola.

He regretted that after as-
sassinating Bangabandhu in
1975, the conspirators-killers
had been propagating against
the Bengalee nationalism.

The political advisor
sharply eriticised the national-
ists and said they were ashamed
of calling Bangabandhu the Fa-
ther of the Nation. But Banga-
bandhu is the Father of the Na-
tion of independent
Bangladesh. he added.

e also criticised the de-
structive politics of the opposi-
tion parties.

Habibur Rahman Mollah
MP, also took part in the dis-
cussion. It was presided over by
the unit president of the
parishad Advocate Habibur
Rahman.

A team of children from Bangladesh Shishu Academy visited the Muslim Bazar killing field

excavation site yesterday.

s
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'BNP trying to
save killers of
Bangabandhu'

KISHOREGANJ, Sept 3!
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman today alleged
that BNP was trying to create
anarchy in the country to save
the killers of Father of the Na-
tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, reports BSS.

“Transit, transhipment and
corridor are not their prime is-
sues, they are, in fact. trying to
save the killers of the Banga-
bandhu and grab power in un-
democratic ways." he said while
addressing public meetings at
Bajitpur thana.

He said the proposed tran-
shipment facility given to India
in no way jeopardises the coun-

try's independence and
sovereignty.
"The Independence and

sovereignty of the country is
safer in the hand of Awami
League than that of any other
party as the party has earned
the country's independence af-
ter 23 years of long struggle
against the Pakistani rulers”
he said.

The minister also attended a
Janmastami function and ad-
dressed several street rallies
here.

Longratulations

Begum Murshida (Leeza) of
Eden Girls College, Dhaka se-
cured [irst class 1st position in
M Sc¢ Examination for the year
1995 held in 1998 in Zoology
Department (Entomology) un-
der the National University of
Bangladesh. says a press re-
lease.

She is the eldest daughter of -
Engr Golam Kibria Mollah and
Shahanara Begum of MAK Con-
sult, an engineering consul-

tancy firm at Uttara.
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From CU Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Sept 3: Dr.
Miyan Rukunuddin Ahmed, as-
sociate professor of the Insti-
tute of Forestry and Environ-
mental Sciences of Chittagong
University (CU) has been ap-
pointed the Director of the In-
stitute recently.

Dr. Rukunuddin joined in
the Institute as a lecturer on
1985, He was a student from the
Ist batch of the Institute.

After joining CU he was

promoted to assistant profes-
sor in 1989 and associate pro-

fessor in 1993. He returned

from USA recently after obtain-
ing a PhD in Forestry from the
North Carolina State Univer-
sity. He also did his Masters de-
gree on the subject from Yale
University
35 research publications in the
field of his specialisation.

in USA. He has some

'Madrassah edn
will never be
stopped'

SATKHIRA, Sept 3: State
Minister for Religious Affairs

Alhaj Maolana Nurul Islam
said. the government headed by
Sheikh Hasina will never stop
madrassah education in this
country of Muslim majority,
reports BSS,

The salary and grants for the
madrassahs, will also not be
stopped. The government had
twice given enhanced alloca-
tion for the madrassahs than
the other educational institu-
tions, he added.

The state minister was ad-
dressing the conference of Ebte-
dayee Madrassah Teachers As-
sociation as the chief guest at
Satkhira Thana auditorium on
Wednesday.

Presided over by ASM Abdur
Rouf, the conference was ad-
dressed, among others, by Pro-
fessor Abdur Razzak, Awami
League leader Sk Abu Nasim
Moyna, Sohrab Hossain, TNO
Nimai Chand Biswas, District
Education Officer Mrs. Saria
Khanam.

The State Minister said, ef-
forts are being made to bring
the Fazeel and Title madras-
sahs under Islamic University.
He said, nationalisation of the
Forqania madrassahs is also
under consideration of the gov-
ernment,

A total of 125 Imams of dif-
ferent mosques are being paid
Tk. 500 per head per month, he
added.

‘Country earned
independence
thru' united
struggle’

MYMENSINGH, Sept 3: State
Minister for Health and Family

Welfare Prof Dr M Amanullah
today said Ban?Iadesh was lib-
erated in the bloody Liberation
War, joined by people from all

communities, irrespective of

caste and creed, reports BSS.

"The country is not the home
of a particular community,
rather it is the home of people

JArom all religious beliefs," he
said in a speech to a reliﬁiﬂus
function organised to celebrate
the Janmastami, the birth day
of Lord Sree Krishna, on the
Durgabari Nai Temple
premises,

He said the objectives of the
inncarnation of Lord Krishna
were to establish peace and dis-
cipline in society. His incarna-
tion came at a time when the
world was teeming with con-
licts and violence.

Dr Amanullah said Krishna,
who taught love for hu-
mankind, established peace
and Iriendship in the world.

Death anniversary

The 27th death
anniversary of
Shahid K aja
Nizam Uddin,
Bir Uttam. will
be observed to-
day, says a
= | press release.
:24 Nizam,

lcame

. from

~Malapara vil-
lage of Brahmanpara thana
under Comilla dist. was killed

. on Sept 4, 1971, while fighting

in the Sector 4 regiment in
Sylhet during the Liberation
War,

A miad mahfil will be held
at his younger brother's resi-
dence at house no 153, Rd no 3.

Mohammadpur on the occa-
S1011.

who

Constable held for
PM’s signature

forgery

Tangail police has arrested
an earlier fired police constable
recently for allegedly forging
signature and seal of the Prime
Minister for getting his job
back, a police headquarters
press release said yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

A team of Tangail thana po-
lice arrested constable Nazrul
Islam from his village home at
Keshab Maijal under Sadar
thana.

The arrested police consta-
ble submitted an application to
the police headquarters with
forged signature and seal of
prime minister with recom-
mendation for reinstating him
in service and to post him in
Sirajganj. But the police head-
quarters suspected the recom-
mendation of the primne minis-
ler and sent a letter to the pri-
vate secretary-2 to the Prime
Minister if the recommenda-
tion was correct. The private
secretary of the Prime Minister
replied in the negative,

Saying none of the signature,
seal and recommendation were
of prime minister. He also
informed that the prime minis-
ter never do so and it was also
done by her.

Peace forum
From page 1

formation of violent conflicts.
It said the governments, peo-
ple's represeniatives and civil
society organisations should be
encouraged to play a significant
role in smooth functioning of
the system.

The group also proposed a
multi-disciplinary approach
for peace-building based on ac-
tive participation of, and coop-
eration among governments,
parliamentarians, NGOs, pri-
vale sector, media and others in
civil society.

The third working group felt
that significant efforts be made
to downsize military expendi-
ture in Asia. It suggested estab-
lishment of an Asian Peace and
Research Institute to provide
data and information on the
stock of arms and defence bud-
get and efforts to ensure trans-
parency and accountability
with relations to Arms Trade
Agreements and Processes
among the Asian countries.

It also underlined the need
for promoting use of nuclear
technology for peaceful devel-
opment application and social
awareness against the arms
race through civil society, polit-
ical leadership, media and edu-
cational institute,

The fourth group suggested
enactment of legislation on
peace education in the Asian
countries as part of the tradi-
tional education system at all
levels by the year 2005, intro-
duction of specific legislation to
ensure the eradication of all
forms of discrimination
against women and children,
and establishment of mecha-
nism to document and share
experierices within the Asia re-
gion as regards resolution of
cornflicts.

All members of the proposed
AAPP should ensure that use of
religion, race, sex, culture, class
ant caste as means of inciting
violence and intolerance are
condemned, it said.

Besides, it added, all parlia-
mentarians in Asia should
recognise the implications of
globalisation on the least pro-
tected sectors of the society and
enact laws for prevention and
protection of the environment
while ensuring sustainable de-
velopment.

Kibria calls on Jyoti Basu

CALCUTTA, Sept 3
Bangladesh Finance Minister
Shah AMS Kibria today called
on the West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Jyoti Basu at his Writers'
Building office here today, re-
ports BSS.

Kibria conveyed the greet-
ings of Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina to Basu. He
also alpprised the West Bengal
CM of the ongoing socio-eco-
nomic development process in
Bangladesh.

Basu showed keen interest iy
the present development pro-
cess in Bangladesh.

Kibria thanked Basu for his
continued support and coopera-
tion and his good offices in
promoting economic coopera-
tion between Bangladesh and
India.

Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to India Mostafa Faru-
que Mohammed and Deputy
High Commissioner M Huma-
yun Kabir were present.

Sadek Hossain Khoka, MP, convenor of Dhaka city unit of the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) addressing a protest rally at Muktangan in the city yesterday.
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Secretary Alamgir

Muslim Bazar site

Visitors book
opens for
comments

A visitors book has been in-
troduced at the Muslim Bazar
killing field site to incorporate
comments from the thousands
of visitors to come to the place
everyday, reports BSS.

Nearly 200 children and ju- .

veniles from Bangladesh
Shishu Academy also visited
the digging zone of the mass
grave yesterday.

Meanwhile the Liberation
War Museum with the help of
Bangladesh Army personnel
yesterday recovered 36 different
sizes of human bones and some
clothes from the Muslim Bazar
mass grave in Mirpur.

These bones were found
while digging towards the south
western direction of the mass
grave, said a press release.

KLA -to form
national guard

LONDON, Sept 3 : Kosovo Lib-
eration Army (KLA) fighters
will be allowed to form a lightly
armed "national guard,” with
uniforms 'and  sidearms,
Britain's Guardian newspaper
repnrted Friday, citing Western
officials, reports AFP.

The EI;)aper said the officials,
involved in negotiations on the
mandate of the force, indicated
it would be between 2,500 and
3,000 strong.

As well as wearing uniforms
and carrying sidearms, some
members would also be trained
to fly helicopters, although
only for civilian purposes.

The guard has yet to be given
a name. but suggestions include
"Kosovo Corps” and “"Kosovo
Emergency Response Service”.

Babu runs

From page |

lodged a complaint with the
party s tribunal formed in this
regard.

They also raised question of
violation of party constitution
by holding two posts.

The issue was raised in a
meeting of the party held at
Chittagong Circuit House in
presence of party chief and
other central leaders when they
arrived here early this year, in-
siders said.

But it remained unresolved
and Babu continued the com-
mittee as its president barring
others to form any committee,
they said.

As a result, AL's Chittagong
South chapter leaders, includ-
ing Zafar Ahmed Chowdhury,
chairman of the UCBL, and Sul-
tanul Kabir, former MP, were
kept at bay.

Babu was relieved of the post
of Industries and Commerce
Secretary of ruling Awami
League on Wednesday following
the UCBL incident in Dhaka on
ﬂngUSt 26. b A

He allegedly led a group of
armed hoodlums who stormed
into the boardroom when a
board meeting was going on at
its head office.

Despite central committee's
action, he still remains self-
styled president of Chitt‘ilfung
South [gistrict chapter of AL.

Ershad Sikder

From page 1

1998. About fifty percent of this
ill-gotten money was spent as
bribes to some ruling party
leaders both at central and dis-
trict levels, police officials and
relatives of the victims.

Ershad Shikder was sent
back to Jessore Central Jail
from Dhaka on Tuesday. He was
sent to the Joint Interrogation
Cell (JIC) in Dhaka under seven
days' remand. '

He will be produced before
the court of the District Judge,
Khulna on September 5 in con-
nection with hearing of Joinal
murder case, one of about sixty
cases, the sources said.

Garments export

From page 1

EPB and BGMEA.

According to the sources, an
influential circle in the gar-
ments sector is engaged in vari-
ous unfair practices for long but
they always remain ™“un-
touched" due to legal loopholes
and lack action by the govern-
mernt.

They are engaged in illegal
quota trading and forging ex-

rt visas and other documents
or long, which is tarnishin
the country's image abroad an
victimising the genuine ex-
porters, they said.

“The circle is very much
powerful and maintains strong
connection with high-ups in the
government”, said a high offi-
cial of EPB.

The government recently
transferred Abdur Razzaq, Di-
rector General of EPB's Textile
Cell, allegedly because of pres-
sure from that circle as he took
some steps to bring back disci-
pline in garments export,

Abdur Razzaq had suspended
activities of 2l1garments facto-

ries out of 24 found involved in .

unfair means. Many other were
temgnrarily suspended and
fined for unlawful activities.
When contacted, Commerce
Farouk

Choudhury however denied the
allegation and said Abdur Raz-
zaq was transferred in normal
course,

He however acknowledged
that some persons had sent

"unsigned letters”.
Abdur Razzaq also denied

that he was transferred because
of pressure.

But he was removed from the
post before cumﬁleting three
years. He joined the Textile Cell
in December 1997 and was
transferred to the Economic Re-
lation Division (ERD) as joint
secretary last month.

It is alleged that he was
transferred when he was im-
plementing some refurm]fjrn-
grammes in the Textile Cell.
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Mysterious disease

From page 1

Following a 'crop failure' in
experimental cultivation of
brinjal in Ramnagar area near
the district town. a Govern-
ment-FAO joint IPM pro-
gramme has come under
scrutiny.

Farmers in the vegetable-
rich distriet used to grow brin-
jal in the traditional method.
As the application of IPM did
not succeed, brinjal growers at
Ramnagar told this correspon-
dent that they would not go for
it again. ;

fficial sources in Dhaka
said Ramnagar farmers are of
the view that only IPM would
not be enough to address sea-
sonal pest attacks on eggplants
and brinjal.

The sources, however, de-
fended the IPM exercise sayin
that farmers could gradually
reduce pesticide use without
crop losses. They pointed out
that brinjal growers have de-
veloped a 'complete dependence
on chemicals' and it would not
be possible to change this
within a short period.

According to a FAO report,
Jessore is one of three regions
in Bangladesh where pesticides
are used excessively. It recorded
application of pesticides in
some brinjal fieFds up to 80
limes.

Owners of the farmlands at
Ramnagar where FAO and the
Department of Agricultural Ex-
tension (DAE) carried out their
experiment were sufficiently
compensated for use of their

lands, sources concerned said.
"Before a similar experiment is
replicated in other places, as
planned by the government.
FAO wants to have an indepen-
dent assessment of what it had
achieved already," one source
pointed out.

Besides local farmers and

DAE staff, some IPM experts
from CARE Bangladesh also
joined the Ramnagar exercise,

staff at Jessore said that
they would have a meeting soon
to assess the benefits of IPM ex-
periment. But they declined to
say anything about farmers’
complaints about huge crop loss
due to pest attacks.

Rajan Biswas, whose land
was taken for the experiment,
said that of the three maunds of
brinjal he harvested ,barely
half a maund was consumable.

Brinjal grower Abdul Gafur
who took part in the IPM exper-
iment said, "They taught us to
catch pests by hand and with
mosquito nets. They used ‘neem
oil' (herbal extract) and did not
paiv heed to our request for even
a little use of pesticides. We
ended up with crop loss to the
extent of 80-90 per cent.”

Farmers said that FAO con-
sultant Prabhat Kumar had told
them of the 'benefits of herba]
extracts' but their experience
was otherwise.

Kumar could not be con-
tacted at his Jessore office as he
was out of the country,

Sources in Dhaka, however,
said that the IPM experiment
would come under ‘thorough
scrutiny soon.’

Many of the vegetable grow-
ers in Jessore. however, said an
effective IPM method with pro-
vision for minimum use of peg-
ticides would put an end to use
of low-quality contraband pes-
ticides from across the border,
which have 'flooded' the loca]
markets.

Supéﬂiers of local brands of
pesticides say that they try to
discourage farmers from usin
those low-quality pesticides,
But farmers say that they were
not properly informed of what
is good and what is bad for their
CIops,

Pakistan will apologise

From page 1

Parliamentary practices in
Pakistan .

Asked how Pakistan recor-
ciles Islamic rule with the
democratic right of a national
parliament to enact laws. the
Speaker said: “"Prophet Mo-
hammad (SM) had a council of
advisers. In Pakistan, the par-
liament is the council of elected
advisers to the Prime Minister.
. Replying 1o another ques-
tion, he said parliament does
not enact any-law inconsistent
with Shariah. “There is a
Shariah Council to scrutinise
the draft hills in the light of Is-
lam.™

When told that the authority
ol making laws in a democracy
I supposed to be lying solely
with the elected rcpresentative
of the people, the Speaker said:
Islam itself is a democratic re-
ligion. It does not believe in so-
cial and economie discrimina-
tions.

Asked whether he finds it
difficult to reconcile his role as
a Speaker with his responsibil-
ity as a leader of Pakistan
Muslim League, a smiling
Soomro said, “Well, sometimes
I definitely find it difficult. It is
difficult for any Speaker in the
sub-continent who is supposed
to play a neutral role while
running the business of the
House on the one hand, and en-
suring accountability to the
party he belongs to on the other.

“In my case, the government
of Muslim League has absolute
majority in the 217-member
House with 50 Opposition
members, But sometimes, as
you understand, a House even
with a small majority could be
noisy.”

Requested to give his solu-
tion to the sub-continental
phenomenon, the Speaker said,
"Well, an ideal solution is to opt
for the provision followed in
British democracy where the
Speaker is elected unopposed.
But it would take time f?:nr us in
the sub-continent to adopt the
system due to lack of our educa-
tion.”

Explaining, he said: "The
literacy rate, say in Pakistan, is
30 per cent while the percentage
in the UK is 100. So it is only
natural that we need to take
time to make perfect the West-
minister type of governance in
the sub-continent.

“The culture of tolerance is
another important component
which is evident in the British
parliamentary democracy, and
again it is related to education.
We have not yet been able to
create the tradition of tolerance
for political opponents.”

Reminded that educated peo-
Ele appear to be the main trou-

le-makers in sub-continental
politics, Illahi Buksh Soomro
said: "Well, here comes the
question of accountability of
the Executive branch of the gov-
ernment headed by goltticians‘
For the first time in Pakistan, a
former prime minister (Benazir
Bhutto) has been taken to the
court. And let me tell you that
the judiciary in Pakistan en-
joys freedom.”

According to him, the Trea-
sury Bench should be more tol-
erant, compared to the Opposi-
tion, in a parliamentary
democracy. "The extent of the
Treasury Bench's tolerance,
however, depends on the Oppo-
sition provocation in the
House.”

Asked about political con-
trol over the armed forces of
Pakistan, the Speaker replied
in the positive. "The armed
forces no longer enjoy the
power it enjoyed earlier,” he
said adding that the discourag-
ing world environment is per-
haps one of the reasons.
He appeared a little bit evasive
about a question over the
‘parliament’s free access to mil-
itary information’. He said,
"“The government of Pakistan
has adequate access to and con-
trol over the military informa-

tmDBesides, the ISl [Inter Ser-
vices Intelligence of Pakistan)
is under full political control of
the government of Newaz
Sharif and the government was
aware of the entire process of
the nuclear blast in May 1998."

South Asian Association of

Regional Cooperation

[llahi Buksh Soomro be-
lieves that there should be scope
for discussion on bilateral is-
sues at a regional forum like
SAARC,

"When there are contentious
issues between two neighbour-
ing nations, it is easier fer a
third party or parties concerned
to broker a peaceful negotia-
tion. I have raised this issue
even in the present conference
of Asian parliamentarians, al-
though I did not strongly assert
the idea for the sake of friendly
atmosphere ~

Replying to a query in this
regard, he said that he had also
raised the issue at the last
SAARC Speakers conference in
the Maldives and the Indian
Speaker agreed to discuss the
1ssue. “There is, however, no
follow-up vet.”

Asked to give his views on
the fact that India has devel-
oped strained relations with all
its neighbours, Illahi Buksh
said: "It is really funny that In-
dia has strained relations not
only with its immediate neigh-
bours. It has similar relations
with Sri Lanka. But I really do
not know the reason. Perhaps,
it is due to the immaturity of
Indian national leadership.”
Asked whether he visualises
any change in the situation in
the near future, he said, "It also
would take time... But I can tell
you one thln% the disputed is-
sues should be left to the par-
liamentarians of different
countries concerned, instead of
the governments,”

Requested to explain, he
said: "Parliamentarians have
the scope to be more accom-
modative than those in the gov-
ernments. In the governments,
politicians work in the capaci-
ties of ministers in certain
framework that practically
stands in the way of working
with the flexibility of simple
legislators — the elected repre-
sentatives of the peaple,

“The MPs can take certain
risks that the ministers cannot,
for obvious reasons. This is
why 1 find regional peace con-
ferences of the parliamentari-
ans like the one going on here,
or the regional forum of the
parliamentarians like the one
in the offing here, very impor-
tant.

Asked whether he sees any

ossibility of setting up of a
gMRC parliament in the near
future, Soomro said : There has
been no effective move so far. If
we can attain the level of Euro-
pean maturity, we would defi-
nitely have a SAARC parlia-
ment in the region some day.”

The Dkaha conference

soomro found the on-going
conference very important in
forging peace among the Asian
states and ensuring develop-
ment through mutual coopera-
tion.

“I am optimistic that the
peace conference would come
out with formation of an asso-
ciation of the Asian parliamen-

tarians. Such a forum can sub-
stantially contribute to remov-
ing irritants to peace and ex-
plore avenues for development
through mutual co-operation.”

134th day of combing
operation: 997

arrested

A total of 997 persons were
held and eight illegal arms with
seven bullets and two explo-
sives were seized on the 1324th
day of the countrywide combin
operation by police, Banglades
Rifles and Ansar forces, reports
BSS.

They arrested 517 accused
from across the country includ-
ing four metropolitan areas and
seized the arms and ammuni-
tion, and explosives. They also
arrested 480 wanted accused
during the operation.

Of them, 186 persons includ-
ing 25 warrantees were arrested
from Dhaka metropolitan area
and seized six illegal weapons,
one bullet and two explosives.
25 persons including four
wanted persons from Chit-
tagong metropolitan area, 14

rsons including two warran-
ees from Khulna metropolitan
area and 12 persons including
eight warrantees from Rajshahi
metropolitan area.



