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Aggression

A Dhanmondi resident defies law and others’ rights, occupying half of the 15-foot road with construction Iinaber'ial. But
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

who cares?

New taxes: Sharif faces

ISLAMABAD, Sept 1: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif faces the first of a series
of major protests today by
traders angry at new taxes and
opposition parties united in
their determination to force
him to step down, reports
Reuters.

The demonstrations, which
bring together hardline Islamic
parties and traditional opposi-
tion groups, begin in Sharif's
home town of Lahore this
evening and are planned as the
biggest since he was elected in
1997.

Sharif has played down the
significance of the demonstra-
tions, saﬁin%] protests cannot
reverse the huge majority he
won in February 1997 elections.

“They won't harm the gov-
ernment,” he told a Tuesday

ralgr.
ut behind-the-scenes at-

tempts to defuse the protests re-
veal government concern that
they could snowball as it ad-
ministers tough economic
medicine ]Jrescri by the IMF
despite Pedges the "common-
man" will not be taxed further,
political sources said,

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
tried in vain on Tuesday to head
off a traders protest set for
September 4 across Pakistan
that has support of major oppo-
sition political parties.

The Lahore protest today is
the first of three demonstra-
tions which culminate with a
rally by the Jamaat-i-Islami,
Islamic opposition group of
Qazi Hussain Ahmad next
Monday.

Opposition parties have ral-
lied behind the protest to add
weight to a "Sharif Out' cam-
paign they have waged since he
ordered fighters to leave Kash-

series of protests

mir's Kargil heights in July un-
der world pressure to heag off a
fourth Indo-Pakistani war.

The target of the traders'
protest is the imposition of a 15
per cent General Sales Tax
(GST) at retail level, a demand
of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) which small traders
say will ruin them. "The
method that is being adopted to
raise the taxes has a wrong di-
rection which is keeping the
taxpayers away from the sys-
tem,” said Tariq Saveed, former
Bresident of the Federation of

akistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry,

"So everybody is disturbed ...
exporters are disturbed, indus-
try Is disturbed, importers are
disturbed so if all the sectors of
the economy are disturbed how
can Lhe economy improve? It's
he:r;::nd my imagination.” he
said,

Showcause
rom Page 1
tral hank%ngpce. ut the judges
refused to hear the petition
. Monday citing time con-
straints. The court did not hear
the case again yesterday.,

Habibul Islam Bhuiyan ap-
pearing for Babu said yesterday
that his clients were challeng-
ing the same central bank no-
tice which had been issued on
the other petitioners (Zafar and
others).

- The court said it would take
up the matter on Sunday next.

Babu seeks DMP's help

Meanwhile, Babu in a letter
to Dhaka Metropolitan Police
said Tuesday that the High
Court order staying the central
bank's notice did not declare
Zafar Chowdhury as chairman
of the bank. He sought DMP's
help “to maintain law and or-
der situation in the offices of
UCBL and protection of the law-
ful board of directors of UCBL".

Babu, using the UCBL letter-
head, wrote the letter Tuesday
evening.

Babu told DMP that five di-
rectors including Zafar Chowd-
hury voluntarily resigned on
Thursday last and that he and
four others were elected direc-
tors of the bank. "I was also
unanimously elected chairman
of the bank in the said meet-
ing.”

He said the records would
show that he and 10 others were
lawful directors of the bank.
Babu also claimed that Zafar
Chowdhury brought false alle-

ations against him that they
ad been forced to resign.

Babu said that Zafar and his
men were trying to enter the
head office and hold meetings
which was illegal. He said the
High Court had stayed the cen-
tral bank order but “the High
Court did not declare Zafar
Ahmed Chowdhury and his
Ernup as chairman and mem-

ers of the board of directors of
the bank.”

In a similar manner, Babu
had also written to the UCBL
managing director, asking him
not to cooperate with the board

o fockwood™
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tion itself in such a 'way that its

members will be able use par--

liament better.

Appreciating then Jatiya
Sangsad for organising the first
ever conference of parliamen-
tarians from'Asian countries,
Lockwood said it would enable
dialogue on global issue of peace
and cooperation and enhance
the reputation of parliament as
it grows out of the shadows of

dictatorship and repression of
the 1970s and 80s.

People won’t accept
poll victory using
money: President

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has said the coun-
try needs dedicated patriots and
personalities with moral char-
acter for democracy to flourish,
reports UNB.

"I's easy to win election us-
ing manpower and money but
the practice is not good for
democracy as people don't ac-
cept such election,” he said at a
seminar marking the 81th
birth anniversary of Bangabir
MAG Osmany.

Bangabir Osmany Smriti
Parishad organised the seminar
on the "Leadership role in
building national character
and searching for economic
emancipation” at Osmany audi-
lorium in the city yesterday.
ParishadKErﬂsident Syed Abul
Hossain Khwaja presided.

Paying rich tributes to the
memory of Osmany, the Presi-
dent recalled his life and works
and said . he (Osmany) be-
lieved that leadership with
strong moral character is
needed for establishing democ-
racy.

Osmany believed that gov-
ernment's accountability to the
people lies in parliamentary
system, not in the presidential
one, the President said.

He sald Osmany demon-
strated his belief by resigning
from parliament when one-
party rule bill was placed in

parliament. He opposed the role
of the army in state power pro-
posed by General Ershad after
the killing of General Ziaur
Rahman in the hands of a sec-
tion of misguided soldiers.

Gano Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain advocated for
separation of judiciary and au-
tonomy of radio and television.

He emphasised that the elec-
tion system should be freed
from black money and terror-
ismm.

Barrister Syed Ishtiaq
Ahmed said all MPs, both from
the ruling party and the opposi-
tion, should have the right to
speak or cast their votes on any
issue irrespective of their party
alfiliations. . -.

Indefinite transport

strike in Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 1: The
road communications were dis-
rupted in the district when
transport workers began an in-
definite strike this morning af-
ter a clash between bus passen-
gers and the driver.

The transport strike was
enforced in Sirajganj-Belkuchi
and Sirajganj-Enayetpur
routes. Five people, including
the bus driver were injured in
the clash at Mukunddarjee.

Official notices,
appeals fall

on deaf ears
By Staff Correspondent

A developer in Dhanmondi
has encroached upon more than
half of a busy thoroughfare ig-
noring official notices and re-
E:j:atﬂd appeals from neigh-

urs.

The construction materials
of plot No 12 of Road-12 (old
numbers: Plot 692, Road 31),
have been dumped on the street
for the last four months creat-
ing a traffic mayhem in the
area that houses seven large
schools. The road is about 15
feet wide and during school
hours it is choked with traffic.

Polite requests from par-
ents, teachers, neighbours and
Dhanmondi police have all fell
on deaf ears of the developer,
Munirul Hasan. A spot visit re-
vealed that the plot has enou
sﬁace inside its boundary for
the materials, which are now
lying on the street.,

When contacted Munirul
Hasan said he was aware of the
problem and that he would re-
move the materials from the
pavement and the road ‘very
shortly’.

East Timor
Gunshots near UN

HQs: One killed

DILI, East Timor, Sept 1:
Fro-Indonesia militiamen.
unchecked by Indonesian
troops in the tense aftermath to
this week's independence ballot
in East Timor, today fired gun-
shots near the UN headquarters
in Dili, reports Reuters.

Witnesses said, at least one
person was killed in the clash
which follows Monday's United
Nations-organised ballot, ex-
pected to give a landslide vic-
tory lor independence in the
bloodied former Portuguese ter-
ritory.

BSP condems'

From Page 1

newsmen in the country.

Present at the meeting were,
Mizanur Rahman Mizan
(Dainik Khabar), Alhaj Liakat
Ali (Dainik Purbanchal), Mo-
hammad Atig Ullah Khan Ma-
sud (Dainik Janakantha),
Aman Ullah Khan (Dhaka
Courier]), Mahfuz Anam (The
Daily Star). Mustafizur Rah-
man, MP, (Dainik Rupali), Mo-
hammad Zakaria Khan
(Banglabazar Patrika), Igbal
Sobhan Chowdhur (The
Bangladesh Observer). Alta-
mash Kabir (Sangbad), M Wahid
Ullah (Dainik Azadi). Khalid
Hossain (Dainik Shyambazar).
Abul Khair (Dainik Ajker
Awaj). Suranjan Das (Dainik
Matribhumi), and Mohammad

Khalilur Rahman (Dainik Muk-
takantha).

Bangladesh not
encouraging ISI
activities

NEW DELHI, Sept 1: India's
External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh yesterday gave a
clean chit to Bangladesh, ab-
solving it from the charge of
abetting insurgency in north-
eastern re%lun of India through
the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) of Pakistan, reports BSS.

"Bangladesh is not encourag-
ing ISI activities against India,
such activities may be takin%
place clandestinely on the soi
of Bangladesh," he told news-
men at a meeting with the press
at Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
headquarters here.

Singh said New Delhi had ef-
fectively and timely taken up
the issue with Dhaka.

The minister said China was
also not exténding any help to
the insurgency groups and ISI
activities in Assam.

Replying to a question, he
said Sino-India talks at experts
group level would take place in
October this year, as agreed to
during his visit to Beijing.

Singh hinted that he might
meet Pakistan Prime Minister
Newaz Sharif and Foreign
Minister Sartaj Aziz during the
UN General Assembly session
in New York, but insisted that
an end to cross-border terror-
ism was an essential ingredient
for meaningful talks with Is-
lamabad.

Promod Mahajan

does it again

“NEW DELHI, Sept 1: Indian
Information Minister Pramod
Mahajan has again courted
controversy ahead of comin
elections, comparing a politic
rival with the much-married
Elizabeth Taylor, the Hindu
daily said today, reports AFP.

Mahajan, who had to apolo-
gise for remarks likening op-
position leader Sonia Gandhi
with former White House intern
Monica Lewinsky, has attacked
Sharad Pawar, a leading politi-
cian from the western state of
Maharashtra.

"Pawar changed parties as
often as Ms Taylor changed
husbands,” the newspaper
quoted Mahajan as saying,

Pawar, a former stalwart in
the main opposition Congress
Party, floated his own party
this year after raising the ban-
ner of revolt against the Ital-
ian-born Gandhi.

A spokesman for Mahajan's
Hindu nationalist BJP Party
Prakash Jawadekar told the
Hindu that the minister's re-
marks were aimed at "educating
the masses on the realities
about political leaders.

69 killed
From Page 1
cer who was on the ground lost a

leg, the news agency Diarosy y
 Noticias reported.

The plane, which was headed
to Cordoba, 650 kilometres (475
miles] northwest of the capital,
lost contact with the air tower a
minute into the flight, LAPA
sp?jkesman Ricardo Wilson
said.

pin down BJP-led alliance

NEW DELHI. Sept 1: Seeking
to set its own agenda for the
coming general elections and
pin down the ruling BJP-led al-
liance, India's main opposition
Congress has accused the Prime
Minister's office of involve-
ment in a deal to import sugar
from Pakistan causing a "loss”
of Rs 900 crore in foreign ex-
change to the national exche-
quer,

Releasing details of what
Congress termed it as "Sugar-
gate,” the party spokesman
Kapil Sibal said the import was
signed between "Pakistan Inter-
services Intelligence-controlled
Army Welfare Trust" and a
Delhi-based Mill for import of
80,000 tonnes of sugar in last
Februa

Sibal claimed the profits

earned by the Trust from the
deal were invested by Pakistan
government in arms which
were "used against us during the
Kargil conflict."

The Congress said Pakistan

* Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's

family has a major share in
eight of the 15 sugar mills in

From Pallab Bhattacharya

that country. :
The main opposition party
alleged the deal was clinched
when there was a sugar glut in
Indian market and that the
Food Ministry's “"objections”
were overruled by the Prime
Minister's office.
The Indian government, on
the other hand. termed as
‘ridiculous” the Congress
charge of loss of Rs 900 crore to
the exchequer due to sugar im-
ort from Pakistan and
Emsher} aside the allegation of
involvement of Prime Minister
‘Atal Behari Vajpayee.

v An official spokesman said
the imports were made exclu-
sively by private parties under
Open General Licence enforced
in 1994 and the government
had no role in the imports.

The spokesman said in a
statement that taking into con-
sideration the fact that Indian
sugar industry was "facing dif-
ficulty” in meeting the situation
arising out of the sugar import,
the present government levied
import duty initially at five per

cenl which was later increased

to 20 per cent and 25 per cent.
Due to these steps, the do-

mestic sugar industry was now

‘better equipped" to face compe-
tition from overseas.

Political observers here say
the Congress, by raising the
‘Sugargate” issue, is seeking to
break out of the BJP-led al-
liance' polls planks focusing on
top opposition leader Sonia
Gandhi's foreign origin issue
and VaJpayee overnment's

"success” on the gil standoff
with Pakistan.
In fact, a day after Kapil

Sibal broached the subject of
sugar import deal with Pak-
istan, Congress chief, Sonia
Gandhi, alleged at an election
rally in the western state of
Maharashtra that BJP-led gov-

ernment was "mired in corrup-
tion" and "serious charges"” had
been levelled against the Prime
Minister's office.

Sonia Gandhi also said the
Congress would continue to
take up the issue of sugar im-
port deal with Pakistan.

Plan to set up land port |

‘at Banglabandha

PANCHAGARH, Sept 1:
proposal is under consideration
ol the government to set up a
land port at Banglabandha, the
Bangladeshi-Nepal transit
point, reports UNB.

A district administration
source said the proposed land

ort would have all facilities

or movement of goods and
tourists.

BB probe into
UCBL incident
begins

Bangladesh Bank yesterday
started probe into the August 26
United Commercial Bank Lim-
ited incident, reports UNB.

Executive Director of the
central bank Murshid Kuli
Khan, who is heading a three-
member inquiry committee,
jreﬁterdaf' visited the UCBL head
office, officials said.

He talked to the bank's man-
aging director, K C Rezaul Huq,

and additional managing direc- .

tor Hamidul Hug.

The probe body collected pre-
liminary information about
the incident and enquired about
the bank's functioning, spe-
cially its position of deposits
and withdrawals.

A High Court order Monday
asked the central bank to sub-
mit inquiry report within two
weeks,

Another investigation by
CID into the case is also under
way.
Meanwhile, UCBL activities

appear to have returned to
normal.

With the establishment of
the land port at Banglabandha,
it is expected that volume of
trade will increase with India,
Nepal and Bhutan, he said.

The facilities proposed for
the land port would include a
BOP adjacent to the BDR check
post, immigration check post,
offices, quarantine check post
(agriculture). reception centre,
goods loading and unloading
compound, telephone, electric-
ity, fire brigade, clearing and
forwarding agents.

Deputy Commissioner of the
district has worked oul a pre-
liminary plan and sent a pro-
posal to the ministry concerned
underlining the prospect of
Banglabandha as a first class
land port like Benapole.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh-
Nepal transit route was inaugu-
rated on September 1, 1997.

The route, however, did not
function fully due to many rea-
sons, including India's refusal
to allow its territory to be used
for transport movement.

2 muggers
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the DMCH,

Police, however, failed to
identify the pedestrian. He
probably left the spot soon after
the mob caught the muggers and
started beating up, police said.

Emdad, who was taken to
Demra thana custody, denied
any attempt of mugging or in-
volvement.

The bodies went sent to
DMCH morgue for autopsy.
None was arrested and no case
was filed in connection with the
incident till filing of this report

" last night.

'Food-aided programmes must

produce lasting assets'

With dramatic change in
lobal food aid portfolio,
angladesh needs to utilise all

its lood-aided programmes for
sustainable development of 30-
million ultra poor in the coun-
try.

Dr Werner Kiene, country
representative of the World
Food Programme (WFP) to
Bangladesh, said this while giv-
ing a talk on 'Food Security of
Bangladesh and World Food
Programme’, at Bangladesh In-
stitute of International and
Strategic Studies (BIISS) in the

By Staff Correspondent

“city yesterday.

“Against an average avail-
ability of 15 million tonnes of
food aid in the world less than a
decade back, the volume has re-
duced to a mere four to five mil-
lion tonnes now." Kiene said.

Chairman of the BIISS, Maj.
Gen. Mustafa Kamaluddin and
its director general Brig.
Muhammad Shahedul Anam
Khan also spoke briefly.

Salying that 30 million or
nearly one fourth of
Bangladesh population live in
extreme poverty, Kiene told the

expenses on education, sell out
their last remaining assets and
even sell their labour in ad-
vance. Sometimes they are.
forced to lend money from in-
formal sources with high inter-

_est rate, Kiene added. |

laining the WFP’s role in_
Bangladesh, Kiene said that
food-aided programmes must
produce lasting assets and de-
velop skills among the econom-
ically vulnerable section of the
people for the sake of food secu-
rity in the long run. -

Clinton's visit
not confirmed
yet: Humphrey

By Staff Correspondent

US President Bill Clinton
might come to Bangladesh
sometime early next year,

Calvin Humphrey, US Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of Energy, said this at a
gress briefing in the city yester--

ay.

FClintcn's possible visit to
Bangladesh will be part of his
planned visit to South Asia in
the first quarter of 2000,
Humphrey told newsmen before
his departure on conclusion of a
four-day wvisit.

He, however, added the
President's 'visit is not con-
firmed as yet'.

Three Mongla Port
officials charged
with defalcation

of Tk'1.25 cr

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Sept 1: Sharif
Atiqgur Rahman. member, engi-
neer of Mongla Port Authuﬂtﬁ
(MPA) has been charged wit
defalcation of Tk 1.25 crore in
the name of repairing a crane
for which no tender was floated.

The sub-committee of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Shipping has also charged
Mosharal Hossain, member, fi-
nance and Md Fazlul Huq, chief
audit officer with the same of-
fence and suggested suspension
of the three officials.

A source in Mongla Port
Authority said today that all
the three officials are still in
regular service despite sugges-
tion by the sub-committee of
the parliamentary standing
committee comprising Mir
Shakhawat Ali Daru MP, Go-
lam Faruque Ovi MP and Mrs
Mahmuda Shawgat MP.

The sub-committee wun-
earthed more defalcations in
purchasing a microbus, con-
structing vessel berth jetty and
pursuing about 100 cases in
lower courts for which the MPA
spent an amount of Tk 26,06080
from 1980-81 fiscal to 1997-98
fiscal.

Khulna city AL
leader held

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 1: Alhaj
Monir Hossain, a top ranking
leader of city Awami League,
was arrested from his Khalish-
pur residence at midnight on
Tuesday.

He was wanted in connection
with two criminal cases, in-
cluding embezzlement of fund
of Mongla port authority. Alhaj
Monir is also a suspect in two
murder cases filed with Khal-
ishpur thana last year, police
said.

CU liaison body
to begin talks
with student
bodies today

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 1: The
newly-formed four-member li-
aison committee will start talk
with seven student organisa-
tions at the Chittagong Univer-
sity from tomorrow for imme-
diate reopening of the univer-
sity,

tyl:}n the first day, the commit-
tee will sit with Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), on Septem-
ber 4 with Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), on September 5
with Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front (SCF) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS), on September 6
with Bangladesh Chhatra

o S Union (BCU]) and Islami Chha-
R TR e R tra Sena “CS] and on Se tem-
ber 7 with Jatiya Chhatra
Samaj (JCSj

Earlier, the university au-
thorities had formed a four-
member liaison committee
headed by Prof. Imran Hossain,
Dean of the Arts Faculty to dis-
cuss immediate reopening of
the university with the student
! bodies.

. Eath:ring that programmes of

oth the governmental and
non-governmental organisa-
tions should cover this ultra

. poor section, most of whom live
in rural areas.

He noted that ultra poor ="
ple are compelled to reduce
their food intake, which is be-

_low 1800 kilo calorie per person
-a day. They also have to reduce

Instead of mere availability e
of food in the country, Kiene | Crime and punishmen gz :
;:igdaﬂzi i;ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁnﬂg g;“g' (Top) Vandals spewed venom in the flower shops at city’s Shahbagh crossing, (above left)
the ultra poor. Y | but were paid off in their own coin yesterday. Witnesses said a gang of eight appeared at

Referring to two million 9am to demand money and, when refused, damaged 10 outlets. The flower traders
ronnes of food gap that exists in | responded angrily to the vandalism, beating up some of the culprits mercilessly. At least
iﬁﬁadﬁsh' ene said there | tws of them were handed over to police (above right). But Ramna police later denied

ned a huge potential of ; ; ; . :
having detained anyone and said no body lodged any complaint.
— Star photos by Sk Enamul Haq
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