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Ties with China
will improve,
hopes Khatami

TEHRAN, Sept 1: Iranian
President Mohammad Khatami
here yesierday expressed the
hope that friendly and coopera-
tive relations between Iran and
China would further develop,
reports Xinhua,

Accepling credentials pre-
sented by Sun Bigan, China's
new ambassador to Iran,
Khatami said China enjoys in
important status in the world,
and it occupies a special posi-
tion in Iran’s foreign policy.

He said that both Iran and
China are a%ainsl hegemony
and power politics, are striving
to develop themselves and their
econnomic cooperation has been
ﬁuing on very well, He said he

oped for more economic and
trade cooperation between the
two sides in the future.

The president pointed out
that after the collapse of the
Soviet Union. a certain country
has been trying to turn the
world into a uni-polar one,
which he said is not realistic

- The objective of the proposed
"dialog among clvilizations" is
to enable very country in the
world to respect each other and
treat each other equally, he
said. Khatami put forward "dia-
log among civilizations”’ scon
after he took office in 1997. :

Both Iran and China had in
. the past made important cocn-
tributions to human civiliza-
tion and they can have exczl-
lent dialog between them,
Khatami added.

Over 1,50.000
hit by flood
in Malda

MALDA (WB), Sept 1: Over
1,50,000 people of Malda and
North Dina]jpur districts in
North Bengal have been affected
in floods lollowing heavy rains
in the past few days, official
sources said yesterday, reports
PTI.

In Malda 200 villages were
submerged by rivers Ganga,
Mahananda and Fulahar af-
fecting over 70,000 people. Ad-
ditional District Magistrate
Nikhilendu Hazra said.

The Ganga was flowing eight
centimeters above the red signal
mark in Malda, he said.

In North Dinajpur 80,000
people were rendered homeless
as heavy rains flooded Raiganij,
Itahar and Islampur, State
Minister of Home [Civil De-
fence} Srikumar Mukherjee

“told PTI.

Many homeless people have
taken shelter on National
Highway 34,

Relief measures have been
undertaken by the district ad-
ministrations and dry food and
tarpaulins are being distributed
among the aflected people, dis-
trict sources said.

. US welcomes

Jordanian
action against
Hamas

WASHINGTON, Sept 1: The
United States on Tuesday said it
welcomed the steps taken by
Jordanian authorities against
the hardline Palestinian
Hamas movement, reports AFP.
- "We welcome the action
taken by Jordan, we think it's a
positive step," State Depart-
meut spokesman James Foley
told reporters

Bul the crackdown. which
involved the clusuic of its of-
fices in Antiiai aiad the grests
of dozen ol IlaLius snenihers,
was purelvy “a matter for the
Jordanian authorities 10 (e-
cide,” he added,

His couuncents appcaired
aimed at protests in the Arab
world against the move. in par-
ticular criticisms from Pales-
tinian and Moslem militants
that the action was designed to
pander to the United States and
its friends just ahead of US Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Al-
bright's visit to the region.

In addition, the Jordanians
issued arrest warrants for five
Amman-based leaders of the
militant opposition group.

“We think this is the token
which is being offered to Al-
bright during her visit to the re-
gion.,” Sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
the founder and spiritual guide
of Hamas, said in Gaza.,

“This is part of a US effort to
put pressure on the Movement
to enter into a peace process
which we consider to be selling
out the Palestinian cause," he
charged, '
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Viclence loom

DILI, Indonesia, Sept 1: With
armed anti-independence mili-
tinmen roaming streets and vil-
lages in East Timor, gunshots
rang out through the night in
one town and a teen-ager was
killed in the provincial capital,
pcI:;llce said Wednesday, reports
AP.

The violence followed Mon-

day’s relatively peaceful refer-

endum on independence. The
outbreak raised fears that the
lerritory could slide back into
lawlessness as pro-Indonesia
militias — sensing defeat — try
frantically to take control of
whatever they can. -

There was gunfire through-
out Tuesday night and into
early Wednesday in the militia-
controlled town of Hera, 10
miles {16 kilometers) outside
the capital, Dili, said Hiro Ueki,
a spokesman for the UN elec-
tions team, Police were check-
ing news reports that four peo-
ple killed there.

Police said an unidentified

teen-ager was slain in central
Dili.

On Tuesday, militiamen car-
rying homemade guns, ma-
chetes and some military
weapons set up roadblocks
across East Timor's mountain-
ous countryside and harassed
UN staff — in one case shooting
at a helicopter carrying ballot

.. boxes. Militias. believed to be

backed by Indonesia’s military,

accused the United Nations of -

encouraging independence,

Monday's landmark ballot
asked the mostly Roman
Catholic East Timorese
whether they wanted to become
independent or remain part of
mostly Muslim Indonesia as an
autonomous region. About 98.6
per cent of registered voters
turned out. UN officials said.
The high turnout is believed to
favour a vote for independence.

Vote counting was setl to be-
gin in Dili on Wednesday, al-
though resulls .may not be
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known before Sept 7.

The next step will be a vote
in a 700-member special as-
sembly to approve the results.
While some lawmakers oppose
independence for East Timor,
the ballot results will likely be
respected. President BJ Habibie
has promised to abide by the
referendum.

Forelign Minister Ali Alatas
said the United Nations would
have to temporarily take over
East Timor. The United Nations
intends to supervise the change
of power in the territory,
whether to autonomy or inde-
pendence.

Troops from Indonesia in-
vaded a few months after East
Timor was given independence
from Portugal in 1975. Indone-
sla annexed East Timor in

couraged by the high voter
turnout and the relative lack of
violence in East Timor's vote,
speckesman Jake Siewert said
in Washington.

S over start of
counting of votes in E Timor ¢

iﬂ?ﬁ. triggering years of

guerilla warfare and human .

rights abuses.
On Tuesday. US President
Bill Clinton said he was en-

The UN Assistance Mission
in East Timor called for an
immediate end to all violence
in the half-island territo
northwest of Australia. "Now is
the time for everyone to lay
done their weapons," said UN-
AMET spokesman David
Wimhurst.

But tensions were high Tues-
day and Wednesday, when most
ro-independence activists lay
ow to avoid hundreds of mili-
tiamen roaming Dili neighbor-
hoods and nearby villages. "I
think the situation is uncer-
tain,” said activist Jose Re-
naldo. "Many people are wor-
ried." . 5
Militiamen blocked fearful
independence supporters from
leaving East Timor by plane,
ship or road on Tuesday.
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Pro-Indonesia "Aitarak"” militiaman Flacido Manezez Alv

¢s's brother iC) is comforted by two

''''''

fellow militiamen yesterday during his brother's funeral after Alves was killed by pro-
mdependence supporters in recent clashes. Despite a violent campaign of intimidation by
pro-integration militias, 98.6 per cent of East Timorese voters cast their votes in a UN-held
self-determination poll with results expected within a week.
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A policeman looks at a defaced election campaign poster.sho

-----

wing Prime Minister Atal

Behari Vajpayee, in Srinagar yesterday. As the two main political parties trade accusations
of responsibility for the recent conflict in Kashmir with Pakistan, and campaigning for the
upcoming elections continues, India has accused Pakistan of again triggering heavy mortar
exchanges across the disputed Kashmiri Line of Control.-

—AFP photo

Indian PM slams Congress for

misleadin

NEW BELHIL ‘Sept 1: Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
Jpavee slammed the opposition
Congress party today for mis-

leading voters over its stance on:

coalition government. reports
AFP,

Addressing a campaign rally
in the southern city of Hyder-
abad, Vajpayee said Congress
Fresident Sonia Gandhi was
lnting at a coalition should
her party win general elections
that begin Sunday, while simul-
taneously branding coalitions
as inherently unstable.

"There are contradictory and
confusing statements by
Congress on the issue of coali-
tions,."” Vajpayee added.

"People should know before
going to polls what the party in-
lends to do after elections."

Vajpayee, whose 13-month-
old multi-party coalition gov-
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ernment collapsed “Int’ parlia-

ment in April, also described

the Congress as the "greatest en-
emy of democracy and stability"
in India.

The party deserves "to be de-
cisively defeated in the coming
elections, for developing the
dangerous habit of toppling
coalition governments," he was
quoted as saying by the Press
Trust of India.

"The mindset and conduct of
the Congress leadership is
clearly unsuitable to a healthy
coalitien culture.” he added.

The Congress, formed in
1885, has given the country
one-party rule for most of the
90 years since independence in
1947 .

It has, however, helped top-
ple hall-a-dozen non-Congress
governments which have ruled

rs on coalition

New Delhi for small periods™

since 1977.

"For a single vote my gov-
ernment was pulled down,"” Vaj-
payee said. referring to his
coalition's surprise single-vote .
defeat in a vote of confidence in
parliament in April.

The Congress has * *<n con-
stantly harpinF on ihe ruling
Hindu nationalists' inability to
provide a stable coalition gov-
ernment since it came to office
in March 1998.

It has promised to provide a
single-party government if it
wins the elections. But in recent
days its Italian-born chief
Gandhi has hinted at forming a
coalition as well. '

Opinion polls. however, say
the Hindu nationalists and its
allies are slated to win the elec-
tions — the third since 1996.

41 hurt in

MOSCOW, Sept 1: A bomb
went off in a central Moscow
shopping mall late Tuesday in-
juring 41 people, at least five of
them seriously, in what au-
thorities regard as a terrorist
attack, reports AFP,

Giving the final toll of 41 in-

jured, Moscow's eme rgency

medical service said 24 were
still hospitalized this morning,
ITAR-TASS reported. The oth-
ers had gone home after being
treated.

Teams of specialist were still
on the scene of the blast near
Red Square early Wednesday,
looking for clues. There was no
reported claim of responsibility
for the attack,

. Of the injured, four were
children aged nine to 14. said
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Pope's

Pope to meet Saddam: rope Jonn

Paul will meet Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, who has been
ostracized by many nations since the 1991 Gulf War, when the
Pontiff travels to Iraq on a religious visit in December, a Jewish
\ gm}[{g said on Tuesday, Reuters reports from Los Angels.

e World Jewish Congress said it was informed of the
lans during recent discussions one of its top officials

had with the Vatican on the millennial visits the Pope plans to
‘make this year and next to historic Biblical sites in the Middle
East. including Israel, Egypt and Syria.

reports from Dubai.

formed source, said the three

reported, AP reports from

The official Islamic Republic News Agency. quotin
Spaniards, an [talian an
nian were released in the evening. It gave no further details. The
Spanish foreign Ministry confirmed the five hostages had been
freed but had few other details. "They are in good shape," min-
istry spokesman Jose Luis Solano said in Madrid.
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Malaysia deports 469 Indonesians:
Malaysian authorities deported 469 illegal Indonesian
immigrants on Wednesda};{. the official Bernama news agency

uala Lumpur. ‘
The Indonesians, all men between the ages of 18 and 50, were
put on two ships in Malacca and ferried to the Indonesian town
of Dumai on Sumatra island. Scores of policemen supervised

Four Euro tourists freed in Iran:

Four European tourists and an Iranian national were released
Tuesday by their Iranian kidnappers, state media reported, AP

an in-
an Ira-

the deportation, which was part of a campaign to evict illegal
workers from Malaysia. The campaign began soon after
Malaysia's economy began to slide in 1997 and jobs, especially

in the construction industry, began to disappear.

Moscow bomb blast

the head of the emergency ser-
vice, Dmitri Nekrasvo, in an
NTV televised interview. NTV
saicd early Wednesday three
peeple were in serious condi-
Lion.

The blast ripped through a
ames arcade in the Okhotny
yad four-storey underground

complex located on Manezh
Square. a few steps from the
Kremlin.

President Boris Yeltsin had
left his Kremlin office before
the explosion occurred around
8:00 pm (1600 GMT), the presi-
dential press service told AFP,

Security at the Kremlin was
beefed up immediately, the In-
terfax news agency said.

Yeltsin, informed of the
bomb blast; said he was

outraged’ by the attack, Inter-
fax quoted Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Yakushkin as saying.
The president expressed sympa-
thy for the victims, he said.
Following a prelimminary in-
spection of the blast site, the
Moscow prosecutor's office
opened an investigation into
"terrorism," ITAR-TASS re-
ported. Officials declined to
spectlate on a possible motive.
"l can’'t say that it's linked to
some other event,” said Moscow
Mayor Yury Luzhkov. But he
cited the situation i Dagestan

and Chechnya as possible-
- links.

Russian government lorces
are cracking down on Moslem
militants in Dagestan in the
northern Caucasus.

A policeman guards Manezhnaya Square near the Kremlin

in Moscow Tuesday after an explosion in a nearby
underground shopping mall. At least 41 people were
injured in the blast that ripped through a games arcade in

the Okyhotny Ryad underground complex.

—AFP photo

Britons pay
tributes to
Diana

LONDON, Sept 1: Thousands
ol people have been visiting
Kensington Palace in London to
mark the second anniversary of
the death of Diana, Princess of
Wales, reports Xinhua.

And hundreds of bouquets as
well as toys, candles and pho-
tuﬁraphs ave been left at the
palace gates, echoing the vast
sea ol tributes laid in the days
after her death two years ago.,

People have travelled [rom
around the UK to pay their re-
spects, while some foreign visi-
tors have also laid tributes.

The princess died with Dodi
Fayed and his chauffeur when
their car crashed in a road tun-
nel in Paris on 31 August 1997.

Many people at Kensington
Palace have called for a perma-
nent memorial to the princess,
More than 2,000 people have so
far signed a petition. But initial
plans for a memorial garden
near the palace were abandoned
when residents nb]jﬂcted.

Organiser Jill Marseilles
was quoted by BBC as saying:
"Almost everybody who has
been here has signed in support.

We don't want anything too ex-

pensive or lavish, just a small
fountain to remember her by."
The Memorial Committee is
instead refurbishing a play-
ground in Kensington Gardens
and: will create a memorial
walkway along the princess's
funeral route, as well as a

schools achievement award and

so-called "Diand nurses,” caring
for children at home.

- Strike turns
violent in
Colombia

BOGOTA, Sept 1: Colombia's
nationwide strike took a vio-
lent turn yesterday evening as
unidentified attackers shot at a
union leader and a 10-year-old
uirl was shot dead during a
clash with police, reporis AFP.

Unknown gunmen shot at a
car carrying Central Worker's
Union (CUT] leader Domingo
Tovar, injuring one his escorts,
near a union headquarters in
Lhe capital, police said.

Tovar had just left the head-
quarters of the Federation of
Colombian Educators (Fecode),
which he also heads, when
gunmen opened fire on his car.

Meanwhile,
girl was shot dead in a poor
suburb south of here during be-
tween police and protesters who
traded stone throws and gun-
fire, a hospital spokesman told
the private Radionet.

The girl was caught up in the
middle of the clash when she
was trying to-gather informa-
tion for a school project, the
spokesman said. She was shot

in the head and died at the hos-

ital.
. Until night fell, the first day
of a national strike by some 20
million workers had been
largely peaceful.

The only major incident oc-
curred in western Colombia,
where an unidentified armed
group seized a hydroelectric
power plant and briefly took 54
people hostage, without firing a
single shot.

Estrada warns
Muslim rebels
against

- kidnapping

MANILA, Sept 1: President
Joseph Estrada said Wednesday
guerillas who comimit kidnap-
pings and other crimes will Bc
dealt with harshly, citing a
weeklong military assault that
forced a Muslim rebel group to
fr;e an abducted child, reports
AP.

"Rebellion should not be ba-
bied, it should be crushed,"
Estrada said.

"We have to impress in their
minds that we have only one

overnment and whoever vio-
ates our laws would be pun-_
ished,” he said in a radio inter-
view.

Estrada said authorities
were pursuing the kidnappers.
Policemen and army troops
were chasing the kidnappers on
the outskirts of Tuburan town
in southern Basilan province,
the military said.

A military spokesman said
air and %:ruund attacks on sus-
pected hideouts of the separatist
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
in Tipo-Tipo town in Basilan
forced the rebels to release the
4-year-old captive Tuesday.

a 10-year-old -

India alleges fresh Pak
attack on Kashmir: 14 die

JAMMU, India, Sept 1: India
today accused Pakistan of trig-
gering heavy mortar exchanges
over their disputed Kashmir
frontier. which claimed ot least
14 lives, reports AFP,

An Indian delence
spokesman told AFP in the
Kashmir winter capital Jammu
that Pakistani troops attacked
Indian frontier villages in the
Akhnoor border sector late
Tuesday.

"They lired more than 500
mortar shells. We had to retali-
ate. According to our informa-
tion, 12 Pakistanis were killed
and 25 were wounded. Two In-
dian soldiers also died and
three seriously injured,

"Shelling went on for 12
hours until five this morning in
the border village of
Mandiyalla." he said.

The report followed Tues-
day's accusation by Pakistan
that Indian troops had unsue-
cessfully tried to capture a Pak-
istani army post in Kashmir.

A statement in Islamabad
said three Pakistani soldiers
were killed in the [lighting

which lasted from Sunday to
Tuesday in the northern Kash-
mir border region of Shvok-
Turtok. :

An Indian army spokesman
in New Delhi, however. dis-
missed Pakistan's claim as
"naseless and mischievous" and
said "no such attack was

Peace march of
Im people

proposed in Lanka

COLOMBO, Sept 1: A world
renowned Sri Lankan social
activist has proposed a march
of 1 million people from the
south to the war-torn north this
morith to press for an end to the
prolonged ethnic conflict of the
country, reports Xirihua.

The march will be led by AT
Ariyaratne who heads Sarvo-
daya (All People's Prosperous
Movement), a 41-year-old non-
governmental organization
that carries out social work
mainly in rural areas.

launched by the Indian army.”

India and Pakistan were en-
gaged in fierce artillery duels
and clashes on the Kashmir
border from early May to mid-
July as Indian forces battled to
oust Pakistan-backed guerillas
from strategic Indian peaks
they had occupied earlier in the
northern zone of Kargil.

India said Pakistani troops
had been .=_u’r1r:u1%l the infiltrators
who had taken the peaks, but Is-
lamiabad denied the charge.

The crisis, which brought
the two countries dangerously
close to war. eased when the
guerillas vacated the peaks af-
Ler an agreement between Pak-
istan and India.

Hashmir. divided between
Pakistan and India and
clainied by both, has caused two
of the three wars between the
rival neighbours since parti-
tion of the sub-continent in
-1947.

A separatist rebellion
against Indian rule in Muslim
majority Kashrnir has left more
tjhan 25,000 people dead since
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Arafat(R) at his seaside summer residence in Borg al-Arab, 30 km west of Alexandria,
Tuesday. The talks focused on how to break the logjam with Israel over the Wye River

accord.

— AFP photo

Israel, PA continue talks

JERUSALEM, Sept 1: Israel
and- the Palestinians held in-
tensive negotiations Wednesday
in a last-minute attempt to
comnplete a new peace agreenicnt
in time for US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright's visit
to the Middle East, reports AP

She and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak were expected
to attend the signing ceremony
Thursday in Alexandria, Egypt,
Egyptian officials said.

After all-night talks, Israeli
neFutiatﬂr Gilead Sher and his
Palestinian counterpart, Saeb
Erekat, held a short break but
were scheduled to resume their
drive to iron out disagreements
onl implementation of the US-
brokered Wye River land-for-

security agreement, !

Among the key sticking
points are the number of Pales-
tinian prisoners Israel is to re-
lease and a new deadline for a
final peace agreement.

If the problems are solved
Wednesday, [sraeli Prime Min-
ister Ehud Barak is expected to
couvene his inner cabinet in
the evening to approve it.

[sraeli Justice Minister
Yossi Beilin said the disagree-
mients also included the date for
part of the planned Israeli troo
withdrawal in the West Ban
tunder the Wye ment.

"I very much hope that in the
next few hours all these issues
will be solved, including the
sensitive issue of the security

prisoners.” Beilin told Israel
Radio,

Sher and Erekat had already
made some progress on dead-
lines for a withdrawal, and
both expressed optimism that a
deal may be closed before Al-
bright arrives in the Middle
East on Thursday.

Under the Wye River land-
for-security agreement, Israel
has to witf;draw from at least
13 per cent of the West Bank in
three stages in exchange for
Palestinian security measures.

Barak has pressed the Pales-
tinians to accept some changes
in the agreement, which was
signed at the White House last
October by his predecessor, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

WASHINGTON, Sept 1:
Women at high risk of develop-
ing breast cancer due to a ge-
netic mutation can reduce the
risk by up to 67 per cent by hav-
ing their ovaries removed, a
new study linds. reports AP.

The study focused on women
at five institutions who had
tested positive for a mutation of
the BRCAl gene, a condition
linked to a high risk of breast
cancer, said Timothy R Rebbeck
of the University of Pennsylva-
nia School of Medicine.

He is first author of a study
that appears Wednesday in the
Journal of the National Cancer
Institute.

Forty-seven of the women
studied had undergone surgery
to remove both ovaries, while
another 79 women had the gene
mutation, but not the surgery.

Rebbeck said that among
those who had ovarian surgery.
there was a 67 per cent reduc-
tion in the incidence of breast
cancer after 10 years. For
women followed for between
five and 10 years, the risk re-
duction was even greater —
about 72 per cent.

* "This is helpful, but it is a
small study.” said Dr Lynn C.
Hartmann, a cancer specialist
at the Mayo Clinic. "It clearly

needs to be taken with some
caution.”
The BRCA1 gene mutation is

thought to be a factor in a small
percentage of both breast and
ovarian cancer cases nation-
ally. but among women with the
mutation their chances of de-
ve!npin% the diseases is very
high, Rebbeck said.

For women with the muta-
tion,. plus a family history of
breast cancer, the lifetime risk
of breast cancer can be as high
as 80 per cent, he said. For ovar-
ian cancer, the risk can be 40
per cent to 50 per cent, Rebbeck
said.

Medical science has been
struggling to find the best way
to treat such women and to de-
termine who should be tested
for the BRCA gene mutation.

Among the options being
studied and practiced are pre-
ventative mastectomy and the
use of drugs that appear to lower
the incidence of breast cancer
among women at high risk.

Removal of ovary lowers risk
of breast cancer for women

Removing the ovaries has been
used to reduce the ovarian can-
cer risk, but some experts be-
lieved the surgery also would
reduce the risk of dE?ElﬂEing
breast cancer by limiting hor-
mones that can encourage tu-
mor h.

"This is the first study
demonstrating a surgical ap-
proach to breast cancer risk re-
duction among BRCAIl muta-
tion carriers.” Rebbeck said. Al-
though only a small percentage
of women have the mutation, he
said, the findings may help doc-
tors and patients make deci-
sions about how to deal with
risks posed by the mutation,

Dr Kathy J Helzlsouer of
Johns Hopkins School of Hy-
giene and Public Health said in
a journal editorial that al-
though the findings are "reas-
suring,” the results are not the
final answer.

"This study...is only a first
step in determining what are
the best management options
for women who ¢ RCAl
mutations and needs to be in-
terpreted with caution,” Helzl-
souer wrote,




