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Steffi Graf

[German tennis legend)

"I feel pretty happy aboit
leaving it right now."

About her retirement.

Tendulkar
gets green
signal

COLOMBO. Aug 30: Medical
tests have given Indian skipper
Sachin Tendulkar the all-clear
despite recurring back stifiness,
and he will play in an upcoming
triangular series in Singapore,
an offlicial said today. reports
AFP.

Secretary of the Indian
cricket board, Lele, said the
tests found nothing wrong with
Tendulkar and they were yet to
explain the back pain that has
bothered him since the World
Cup in England.

He said Tendulkar will be
included in the squad that will
leave on Tuesday for another
tri-nation tournament with the
Weslt Indies and Zimbabwe.

Marat's maiden
ATP title

BOSTON, Massachusetts,
Aug 30: Russian teenager Marat
Safin, due to face world number
one Pete Sampras in the first
round of the US Open this week,
captured his [irst career ATP
Tour title Sunday with a victory
over Greg Rusedski, reports
AFP,

Safin defeated the Briton,
the top seed here and ninth seed
at the US Open, 6-4, 7-6.

Seeded sixth, the 19-year-old
Safin dropped only one set all
week as he became the 12th
first-time winner on the ATP
Tour this vear. He collected the
top prize of 46,000 dollars.

‘Il feels great to win the ti-
tle," Safin said. "I was very ner-
vous and | couldn't put one ball
in during the warmup. But 1

...........

served very well today. a ve
good percentage.” =

TODAY'S MATCHES
Rio de Janeiro FC vs Thailand
4pm
Bangladesh vs Malaysia 6 pm
[Venue : Bangabandhu Na-
tional stadium),

No matches will be played
tnmorrow.

Nagoya
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Kuwait’s Abdullah Ibrahim Al-Dwaisan (2nd from R
Indonesia during their Bangabandhu Cup match at the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

Star Sport
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first goal against

—Star photo

Indonegia first to be eliminated

convincin

donesia’s Pudang Semen Foot-

opener af the Sher-e-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium yesterday af-
ternoon.

After a barren first half.
forward Abdullah Ibrahim Al-

Dwaisan and substilute Nasser
‘Darweesh Ahmed scored for

Kuwail to set up a group cham-
ginnship clash with the Japan
ootball League selection on

September 2.

Japan have already beaten
Indonesia 5-0 and now jointly
lead the group with Kuwait,
each having three points. A
draw will take Japan through to
the semi-finals as Group
champions. Kuwait will need to
win against Japan to move to
the next round. |

For Indonesia, it was their
second successive defeat in as
many matches. making them
the first team to be eliminated
from the 12-team tournament.
Yesterday both the teams
played equally well in the first
session, enlivened with attacks
and counter-attacks. However,
it was the Indonesians who en-
joyed a little superiority over
the Kuwaitis and broke their de-
fence on many occasions. Only
briliant kegpln% by the Kuwait
custodian Adel Ahmed pre-
vented them from what could
have been a deserving lead.
Kuwait also produced couple
of scoring opportunities in the
first 45 minutes bur failed to
cash in because of the tight In-
donesian defence. -
After the lemon break,
Kuwait made three changes in
their lineup, enabling them to
churn out an improved show
and take the much-sought-for
lead in the 56th minute.

It was a left-wing attack fol-
lowing which Fauzi Almass
sent a long cross to Abdullah,
who took no time in heading
the ball home, much to the de-
light of thousands of local
school children who were al-
lowed free entry into the Sta-
dium yesterday.

Buoyed by the lead, Kuwait
maintained their initiative and
doubled the margin at the
stroke of the final whistle
through a counter-attack. Sub-
stitute Nasser, after receiving a
thrnugh from midfielder
Yousel, overcame an offside
trap before unleashing an angu-
lar shot to the far corner of the
net that passed a helpless In-
donesian custodian Ngadiono
on his left.

Indonesia also had their
chances to equalise in the
match before conceding the sec-
ond goal. But all their efforts
went in vain in the face of some
cautious defence by the
Kuwaitis.

Abdullah lbrahim, the 19-

Barisal sports

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL, Aug 30: The three-
day long 28th sub-regional
school and madrasha sports
competition was inaugurated
yesterday at the Shah Abdur
Rab Serniabat Stadium.

About 250 competitors both
boys and girls from 6 districts
of Barisal Division are partici-
ating in football, swimming,
1andball and other events.

On the inaugural day in
football Barisal defeated Jha-
lakati 5-0.

Besides, Jhalakati district
handball team beat Barguna
district team 32-18 points.

Sports Reporter

year old Kuwaiti striker, was
adjudged man-of-the-match
that fattened his purse by 200
USD.

Yellow cards: Mohammardd
Shamroukh, Faisal Rada’an,
Yousel [Kuwail) and Suriadi

- {Indonesia).

TEAMS

Kuwait Olympic team; Adel
Ahmed. Fauzi Almass: Hussain
Saraj, Abdullah Ibrahim
(Hamad Harbi), Nader Khalaf,

Kuwait set up Japan clash

M Shamroukh, Bader Rashidi,
Faisal [Nasser). Kalal Al-
Shimmari, Yousef and Hamad
Al-Busairi.

Pudang Semen FC
(Indonesia); Ngadiono. Husaini
(Agus Rianto), Erol Iba
[Kusdianto), Suraidi
(Weliansyah), Dwi Prio, Efendi
Ibrahim, Syafril. Purwanto,
Buyung Ismu. Masykur Rauf
and Suwanrno.

Referee; Ramkrishna Ghiosh
(Bangladesh].

Kuwait Olympic team got off
to a morale-boosting start in
the Bangabandhu Cup with a

2-0 win over In-'

ball Club in their Group D

See pages 112 fory

more sport news
- : -

Athar,

Discarded nation-
il opener Athar
Ali and all roun-
tler Mohammad
Raligue have
retired [rom in-
ternational cricket. Athar, the
tall righti-hand batsman, who
made his international debut at
Chittagong Stadium against
India in the 2nd Asia Cup in
1988, tendered his resignation
to the Bangladesh Cricket

PSR el e e e W
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Rafiq re

Sports Reporter

Board vesterday, five days aller
he was recalled to the national

camp for the home series

against West Indies and

England A next October.
Rafique, a Bangladeshi

World Cupper and also called to
the lates! national camp, sub-
mitted his resignation letier

last Sunday.
Born in Dhaka in 1962,
Athar Ali played 19 one-day
See page 14

ATHAR ALl KHAN
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LONDON, Aug 30: An eight-
ear-old British chess whizz-
d went down in history yes-

terday as the youngest player to
beat a Grang Master, reports
AFP.

David Howell. a schoolboy
from Seaford in eastern Eng-
land, flum:noxed Grand Master
John Nunrn who is more than 30

years his senior in a rapid-play
exhibition match here.

WUNDERKIND:

w, Ho

Eight-year-old David Howell makes ﬁ

well!

“I'm quite excited by the win,
I thought [ was going to lose
quite badly,” said David, who
started to play chess at the age
of five and is national under-10
champion.

His father Martin. a doctor,
said after the match: "I taught
him to play and he made sense
of the game very quickly, in
about an afternoon."

move against Grand Master John Nunn at the Mind

Sports Olympiad in London on August 29.

—AFP photo

tire

Unanimity in
all quarters:
Mirpur better

for soccer
Sports Reporter

Officials of four foreign
teams now taking part in the
Bangabandhu Cup find Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur more suitable for foot-
ball than Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium.

The officials of Japan,
Ghana. Kuwait and Indonesia
bared their mind to The Daily
Star when matches were being
played at the Mirpur Stadium
vesterday.

Japan Football League team
Inanager Mitsunga Shitara said
he lound Sher-e-Bangla Sta-
dium much better than the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium,

“This looks like a real soccer
stadium,” said the Japanese
manager.

Ghana Olympic team coach
Oti Akenteng also reiterated the
Japan manager’'s remark,

“This is the better among the
two stadiums and we would love
to play our next match against
Uzbekistan here,” said Aken-
lteng, who went to watch the
Group C clash between Uzbek-
istan and Nepal. Ghana had
beaten Nepal 2-1 in their inau-
gural match at the Banga-
bandhu.

Indonesian manager Toto
Sudbyo asked why the organis-
ers were not holding all the
matches at the Sher-e-Bangla
Stadium, ‘o

“Although we have lost both
the matches, 1 think we could
have played better against
Japan had the match been
played here instead of the
Bangabandhu Stadium. | don't
know why you don't play foot-
ball here [Sher-e-Bangla Sta-
dium) ,” asked a puzzled Toto.

Kuwait Olympic team coach
Bader Ahimed, who played for
Kuwail in the 20th Asian Youth
‘ootball Championship held in
Dhaka way back in 1978, also
praised the Mirpur Stadium
and said his team was comlori-
able playing on such a ground.

Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion general secretary Harunur
Rashid MP also agreed with the
comments of the foreign team
officials and said that Mirpur
will host the remaining first
aﬂund matches every allernate

ay. |

“I'm totally impressed with
this stadium. I'm thinking of
holding all the remaining
matches before the final at
Mirpur. But it will not be possi-
ble. Tomorrow we have two big
matches involving Brazil and
Bangladesh, which 1 think
should be played at the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium. Af-
ter that the next two matches
will be held here (Mirpur),” said
Harun. :

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader put the
-icinE on the cake saying that
football could be played better
in Mirpur than at the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium.

"I have seen the first match
today and I felt both the teamns
were commfortable playinﬁ here.”
sald Quader, who was scheduled
to fly for USA last night.

Gloucs’ one-day
double

LONDO, Aug 30 (Internet re-
port): Gloucestershire added the
NatWest Trophy to the Benson
and Hedges Super Cup as they
completed a memorable Lord's
double with viciory over west
country rivals Somerset on
Sunday.

The Taunton side looked to
be in the driving seat after re-
stricting Mark Alleyne's side to
230 for eight from their 50
OVers.

But a superb display in the
field ensured that it was the
fans from Bristol and Glouces-
ter who returned home down
the M4 with flags flying after a
20-run victory.

Gloucestershire captain
Mark Alleyne struck twice in
his first two overs to leave
Somerset struggling at 52 for
five - and they never recovered
as they were dismissed for 180
in the 46th over.

Alleyne, who hit 112 in the
Super Cup final last month,
stepped up to have Michael
Burns taken at slip by Martyn
Ball and then wicketkeeper
Jack Russell picked up a 'f":::-w
catch to remove Marcus
Trescothick.

Somerset's bid to make 231
for victory got off to a disas-
trous start when Peter Bowler
and captain Jamie Cox were
dismissed in the third and
fourth overs respectively.

Bowler was caught behind
driving at [an Harvey and Cox,
man of the match in the previ-
ous two rounds, went lbw to
Mike Smith.

Form player Piran Holloway
also fell victim to a slip catch
by Ball and it was left to Keith
Parsons and England tour can-
didate Rob Turner to get Somer-
set back into contention.

After 25 overs they were 87
for five compared to Gloucester-
shire's 111 for no wicket at the
same stage.

But Gloucestershire were
later pegged back by seamers
Graham Rose and Paul Jarvis
in effective second spells.

Rose came back with figures
of 6-2-12-2 and Jarvis (five for
55) claimed three for 17 in 21
balls as instead of facing a big
score Somerset kept their target
within bounds, initially at

T-am

o

-

Pron

/ARANGS GROUP

— e M—

eeSer
HI-Fi

-

- Asia plans to be the best

30: Bangladesh
have proposed to
host the 2011

J World Cup at the
-~ = = day-long meeting
ol the Asian Cricket Council in
Lankan capital today.

The bid of Bangladesh, a key
member of the ACC, is backed
by other Asian nations, said
Saber Hossain Chowdhury, the
president of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) to UNB.

"We proposed to host the
World Cup cricket in 2011. The
ACC has agreed to take the pro-
posal to the International
Cricket Council," he said from
Colombo. .

"It 1s time that Asia gets a
chance to host the World cup in
2011," the BCB boss said. “We
are getting the support of the
other Asian members to pool
our resources and host the
event.”

The proposal by any nation
to host the World Cup is to reach
ICC as a notice of demand
through the continental council
along with its approval.

'Our boys' performance in
last World Cup will be a plus,"
the BCB president added to the
UNB. Bangladesh pulled up the
biggest upset in the history of
the championship beating
mighty Pakistan convincingly
in their maiden appearance at
the mega event. The Bengal
Tigers also beat fellow associate
member Scotland. ¥

South Africa will hold the
next World Cup in 2003 and
West Indies are likely to get the
right for the carnival in 2007.

Saber revealed that the-ACC
meeting also decided to allow
Bangladesh direct entry to the
Asia Cup fromm 2001 on wards
following the of BCB.

Bangladesh had been play-

1 COLOMBO, Aug

Saber bids for 2

ing in the four-nation biennial
meel, which included three
Test-playing nations, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. as
Hualiﬁers. It{has already quali-

ed for the 8 Asia Cup sched-
uled to be held in Dhaka early
next year.

Upon another BCB proposal,
the ACC has agreed to make
Asia Cup a six-natigm meet.

‘It means the 8 Asia Cup
will include the champions and
runners-up of the ICC Trophy
along with the selected four."
Saber said.

.j.{ o A e
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SABER HOSSA

An AFP report meanwhile
said the Asian cricket officials
ended the meeting with calls for
more money to turn the region
into the world's best in two
years.

The Asian Cricket Council
(ACC] said it was hoping to get

011 WC

more money from the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) to
develop skills, infrastructure
and umpiring.

Officials said that they had

merged their development
plans with those of the ICC for
the region.

"We want to be the best
cricket playing region in the
world by 2002." said outgoing
president of the ACC, Thilanga
Sumathipala. "It (funding) is to-
tally in adequate, especially for
an  unde. piivileged region
where playing cricket is a lux-
ury. In terms of assistance we
would like to see more (money)
coming our way."

He said they hoped to spend
just over a million dollars this
year to improve cricket and
360,000 dollars out of that will
come from the ICC.

Sumathipala said they
hoped Bangladesh will soon
win ICC Test status and by 2002
at least one more country
(Nepal or Singapore) in the re-
gion should be recognise:] is a
one-day International (ODI]
memmber of the [CC.

He said the ACC will hove a
new constitution in six mouths
and they agreed to have a chief
executive officer.

"We will mirror the adminis-
trative and financial structure
of the ICC within the ACC."
Sumathipala said as he handed
over the leadership of the ACC
lo Mujeebur Rehman of Pak-
1stan.

India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka were the co-hosts of the
1996 World Cup and all the
three nations had won the title
orice.

The ACC. with 15 member
countries, organised the first
tri-nation Test championship
between India, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka last year,

Newly elected Asian Cricket Council presideujebu

£

r

Rehman (L) of Pakistan talking to press after the daylong
ACC meeting in Colombo yesterday. To his left is out
going ACC chief Thilanga Sumathipala of Sri Lanka.

— AFP photo

PCB chief
wants
action

COLOMBO, Aug 30: Pak-
istani cricket chief Mujeeb-ur-
Rehman today called for a swift
decision on allegations of bet-
ting and match-fixing against
leading players Wasim ram,
ljaz Ahmed and Salim Malik,
reports Reuters.

“If they are guilty the
should be out, if not they should
be allowed to play. But until the
court decides they will be kept
out,” said Rehman, chairman of
the Pakistan Cricket Board's
powerful ad hoc committee.

"It has dragged on due to in-
decisiveness by the former
cricket management.”

Akram, ljaz and Salim were
suspended on the basis of a 1G-
month-old report prepared by a
commiittee probing allegations
of betting and match-fixing.

Aiwa Cup final today

COLOMBO, Aug 30
(AFP): With four
straight victories
under their belt,
Australia are
locking to bid
farewell to coach Geoff Marsh
with a new triumph over Sri
Lanka here Tuesday.

Australia have dominated
the three nation tournament
here and are strong favourites
to beat the Sri Lankans who
have won only one match
against India in the tourna-
ment.

"I you look at our side and
the way we are playing, lined up
against Sri Lanka, we should
win the game," said Australian
captain Steve Waugh as his
team practised Monday:.

"I know its good enough to
keep winning games. Just be-
cause it's a final it doesn't mean
you should put more pressure
on yourself," he said.

Waugh, 34, will be equalling
Allan Border's Australian
record for the most number of

plays in his 273rd match Tues-
day under lights.

Australia are also in line to
equal the record for the most
number of consecutive victories
in one-day cricket. If they win
the final, they will stretch their
winning streak to 12 maitches
in a row starting from the
World Cup, i

England are the only team to

through 12 games without de-
ecat between May 23 1991 and
Mﬂlﬂh 12; 1992.

Australian coach Marsh an-
nounced last week that he
would be quitting his position
after the Sri Lanka leg of the
tour due to family reasons.

After three Tests against Sri
Lanka next month, Australia

“are due to travel to Zimbabwe.

Australia are likely to in-
clude three fast bowlers in their
line-up. But Waugh said it de-
pends on the pitch. Australia
came into the final with a 100
per cent record, beating Sri
Lanka and India twice each in
the qualifying round.

Aussies after a farewell gift

better show. "We will certainly

give Australia a good [ight. We
mighl even surprise themn. You

never know,” said Sri Lanka
team manager Chandra
Schalflter.

"We have the potential but ]
know its tough. What we need to
do is to bowl tightly and tat
sensibly. If you do those thirgs
right we might have a chan-ze.
Our fielding has improved
vastly," he said.

Schaffter praised the selec-
tion committee for taking a
bold step in picking young play-
ers for the tournament and
said: "Normally the selectors
would have been crucified, but
they have been proved right in
introducing new blood follow-
ing the World Cup debacle. What
more can you ask of the young-
sters. They have got us into the
final.”

Sri Lanka qualified ahead of
India on a better net run rate.
Both teams won one match each
and finished on two points each
at the end of the preliminary

ﬂnt-ﬂljf appearances when he Sri Lanka hﬂpﬁ [El put on a See page 14
LLONDON. Aug 30 - Ramprakash's county col-

(AFP/ Internet re-
ports): Former sk-
ipper Alec Stewart

on Monday re-
Fhemon o _I tained his race in
England’'s Test squad for the
winter tour to South Africa and
Zimbabwe - but Middlesex
captain Mark Ramprakash lost
out, despite finishing top of the
averages in last winter's Ashes
tour to Australia.

The Test squad will leave for
South Africa on October 26 for
the five-Test series, while the
triangular one-day series
against South Africa and Zim-
babwe starts on January 23 in
South Africa, then moves on to

Zimbabwe for four one-day in-
ternationals against the host
country.

The England A tour to

Bangladesh and New Zealand
will be announced on Septem-
ber 6 and will contain a number
of reserve players for the senior
tour.

Stewart was not chosen,

| however, in the 15-man party

MARK RAMPRAKASH
for the one-day series.

There is no Test squad place
for Warwickshire fast bowler
Ed Giddins, who made his debut
in the final Test at Tlhie Gval.

league Phil Tufnell is retained
in a 17-strong squad, which in-
cludes four uncapg&d players -
Sussex captain Chris Adams,
Northamptonshire's Graeme
Swann, Yorkshire all rounder
Gavin Hamilton and his team-
mate Michael Vaughan, the
opening batsman and off spin-
ner who captain England A to
South Africa last winter.

The side has a fair sprin-
kling of youth with seven play-
ers 25 or under.

In addition, Darren Gough is
back in the line-up after miss-
ing the entire New Zealand se-
ries through injury.

Surrey batsman-wicket-
keeper Stewart had been one of
the senior players whose Test

lace was under pressure fol-
owing England's dismal sum-
me? in which they crashed out
of the World Cup at the earliest
stage and then lost the Test se-
ries against New Zealand to
Plunge to the foot of the world
eague table.
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