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' Stop This Ominous Trend

i+ VEN the most dispassionate of readers of news-
L~ papers will be appalled by the unabated flow of
reports on lawlessness that takes a heavy toll of
human life and property almost everyday around
us. Not a day breaks without the news of loss of
lives in the previous 24 hours across the length and
breadth of the country. Added to this is the newest
kind of vandalism that wrecks property as well as
breaks the backbone of the owners of such prop-
erty, be it a sequel to personal vendetta or a politi-
cal rivalry.

Our correspondent reported looting of 35 shops
at Siddirganj, about 10 kilometres east of Dhaka,
the other day and the inaction of the police despite
filing of three cases against alleged culprits by the
aggrieved party. Not only that, the thana had the
temerity to refuse filing of the cases until the com-
plainant had spoken to the Home Minister. Natu-
rally the defendant accused the thana administra-
tion of favouring the 'terrorists'.

Monday's papers were replete with news of mur-
ders in the. metropolis and elsewhere in the coun-
try. A Jubo League leader, Sudhir Bhattacharya,
was shot dead at Sutrapur and Roushan Ali, owner
of a rickshaw garage, was hacked to death at
Nandipara under Khilgaon thana. And away in
Lakshmipur twp people lost their lives as the BNP
and AL activists fought a deadly battle at Radhapur
bazar. At least 20 persons were injured and fifty
household looted by the feuding parties.

These are all but ominous signs for the ruling
party and the government. It has been observed
that in many cases the ruling party activists them-
selves created law and order situation and put the
administration in utter shame and the party in
embarrassment. While the victims of vandalism
and terrorism do not get proper police support and
protection at their time of distress without the help
of the top brasses and influential political leaders
or ministers, identified hoodlums and wanted
criminals seem to get adequate police escort in
their attempt to 'hijack' a bank. What was the po-
lice posse doing at the UCBL on Thursday when an
alleged murderer and his hired goons were forcibly
taking control of the bank? How could the police
claim that the accused was absconding when he
was talking to the press at a local hotel where he
was staying?

The Home Minister and his police owe an expla-
nation to the nation. This ominous trend has to be
reversed for the sake of the society.

Departure of a Loyalist

KﬁDER Siddiqui has resigned from the parlia-
ment where he was a member as an Awami
League nominee. This move was expected. His
departure from the party is now a matter of time, It
appears that he is waiting to be expelled from the
party rather than resign for tactical benefit.

It has been for quite sometime that Siddiqui and
the AL chief are at odds. What actually lay at the
root of their parting of ways still remains
shrouded in mystery. Sheikh Hasina's disdainful
remarks about him, though characteristic of her,
were suddenly far more venomous than usual.
Calling him 'mad' and a ‘goat' was unusual even for
her standard. Siddiqui, on his part, has done noth-

ing to clarify as to the reasons for his parting of
ways with the party of which he has been an ardent
supporter, His remarks about the present AL lead-
ership being illegal appears more contrived than
real. Question naturally arises as to why he has
suddenly awakened to this fact of illegality after so
many years, and that alse after Sheikh Hasina
started to put the squeeze on him. His resignation
letter also does not properly explain the reasons
for his action except rehashing points that he al-
ready made in recent past.

What are the likely impacts on the ruling party
of his departure? Sheikh Hasina is likely to
tighten her grip on all other possible dissident
voices in her party. We are also likely to witness a
fresh propaganda offensive against 3Siddiqui
which may include more official harassment
against his supporters, which may only make Sid-
diqui a hero and as such increase his public ap-
peal. AL will make a fatal mistake to underesti-
mate Siddiqui's ability to organise his support
base. Whether he will be able to provide any alter-
native political leadership is something we will
have to wait and see. But with him around, and
freed from the AL noose, politics will not be the

same again.
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ISRUPTION of power supply has become a
familiar phenomenon in recent times. While

the country's extant generation system has long
been running in deficit thereby forcing frequent
load-shedding in its major cities and the suburbs,
mishaps on the transmission network have been
infuriatingly regular.

Fire at the Hathazari sub-station, the heart of
electricity supply in Chittagong, came as the latest
in an endless sequence of power disaster. Worse
still, almost instantaneous tripping of the trans-
mission line resulted in disruption of power supply
from the 420 MW Raozan Power Plant and 350 MW
Kaptai Hydroelectric Plant to the national greed.
Huge areas in the port city and its suburbs plunged
into darkness. Also, Chandpur, under water due to
a flash flood, and Noakhali were, and still are,
without electricity. Alarmingly, the Power Devel-
opment Board (PDB) engineers could not, till early
hours on Monday, confirm when supply would be
fully restored.

There is no denying the fact that the country’s
Power sector is beset with multifarious problems.
While issues related to pilferage, illegal connec-
tion, bill default, systems loss have been intensely
belaboured, maintenance of generation and distri-
bution mechanism has not quite been hi hlighted
althuu%h. in recent times, almost all incidences of
power failure have had something to do with poor
maintenance. Collapse of a tower of 132 KV
Ashuganj-Kishoreganj transmission line into the
Brahmaputra near Bhairab is not an instance of
too distant a past, nor is the snapping of a high-
tension 33 KV power line by the crane of a barge or
the crumbling down of a power tower in Narayan-
ganj. On each occasion, it was a varying degree of
negligence on the maintenance front. is time,
too, it was no different. According to reports, at-
tempt at power transmission through a faulty
feeder line led to the fire that wrought havoc at the
power sub-station.

While urging the power Ppeople to immediately
restore supply to the affected areas, we would ex-
pect them to treat the incident as a reminder to
L_shure up the maintenance front.

J

URKEY is painfully wak-
I ing up from the worst dis-
aster of the centur[y. She is
rising from the rubble left by a
devastating earthquake, that
has flattened a long northern
populous belt, the Marmara re-
gion, known as heart of indus-
trial Turkey. ;

It happened at 3.02. a.m. on
August 18. The richter scale
from the seismic centre in
Colorado, USA, showed 7.8. It
was way above what the richter
scale in Turkey was showing,
which was in the neighbour-
hood of 6.8 at the most. The
blow has been so massive and
devastating that the entire
Turkish nation is still reeling
under its impact. All the
Turkish TV channels have been
showing pictures non-stop 24
hours of dazed victims, flat-
tened houses, billowing smoke
and the rubble strewn over a

very large area. Search opera- .

tion is still continuing and the
death toll rapidly rising. It has
now exceeded 18,000 and the
number of wounded more than
40,000. Fatalities are appre-
hended to rise to at least 45,000.
It all began with a violent
shake and huge buildings
swayed like toys. Survivors
quickly took refuge in nearby
gardens, lawns, streets, cars,
away from the buildings. Cars
were brought out from the
arages and were driven aim-
Fess]y through the sireets
causing traftic jam. The seaside

ETAINING ever augment-
ing slums in the metropo-
is is a problem. Disman-
tling them, withoul compre-
hensive back-up remedial hu-
mane measures, creates another
problem of no lesser magnitude.
During the first half of the cur-
rent month the government
conductled eviction drive on a
number of days removing thou-
sands of shanties and families.
However Lthe spree has been held
up by the High Court upon a writ
ﬁﬁ-‘rd on behalf of the aggrieved.
Meanwhile new elements
have started to be injected into
the event. A group of squatters,
first entrenched in the Osman
Udyan, forced into the Hig
Court premises under the ban-
ner ol "Bastuhara Samity”
whose President is one Lutfar
Rahman. known to be an
Awami League leader of the
city's Ward No 67, In the envi-
ronmental confusion a discom-
forted High Court bench trans-
ferred the case Lo another hench
that adjourned hearing till Au-
gust 23. Entering premises of
the highest court of the country
in a hilariously rowdy vein by a
group reported to be seeking acl-
dress to the same court is prob-
ably unprecedented. When that
party is identified as pro-rul-
ing. nation %ets disquietingly
watchiul of the development of
the situation. However the HC
disposed of the writ petition
with an observation that the
governmen! should make ar-
rangements for the rehabilita-
tion of the slum-dwellers in
phases, and ordered to clear its
premises by August 25,

The government advocales
slums are dens of crilminals and
lerrorists, These need to be
dismantled to eliminate terror-
isit, The government desires Lo
rehahilitaie the evicted slum-
dwellers by sending them to
their villages Lo start income
generating works with govern-

The Great Earthquake

It is evident that it will take Turkey a long time to fully recover from this massive blow, both in

emotional and economic terms. As one survivor put it, "It was like 100 atomic bombs crashing over
our heads."

was filled with people in no
time. Terrified residents spent
successive nights outside in
hastily erected makeshift tents
as aftershocks continued to
shake the region for days after
the quake struck.

For days they tried to con-
tact their loved ones by tele-
phone, but in vain. Even cellu-
lar phones would not function.
Electricily was out, so was wa-
ter. There was fear etched on
their faces as they, tens of thou-
sands, waited for days for news
of their family and friends
trapped under the rubble,

It wasn't until the morning
after the quake that its mind-
boggling magnitude began to
emerge. It tore through a large
swathe of territory running
from the extreme west of

‘Turkey which lies in Europe

and was felt as far east as the
capital, Ankara. The Marmara
region where the gquake was
centred is the most densely
populated area of Turkey, home
to around one third of the coun-
try's estimated 65 million peo-
ple.

The earthquake roughly
covered 120 kilometres of the
major national highway
known as the E5. This is the
main artery linking Turkey
with West Europe. As you drive

along this route you will see
Turkey's most advanced indus-
trial plants. Many major in-
ternational firms, including
Japan’'s Toyota, and Korea's
%yundai have factories here.

1ere are also huge pharmaeeu-
tical, and telecommunications
enterprises. In Bursa, the first
Ottoman capital, which was

Istanbul,
there are giant textile firms

later succeeded by
which export to the US and
Europe.

The epicentre of the earth-
quake is the town of lzmit.
which is exactly 100 kilome-
tres north-east of Istanbul.
Turkey's largest naval base at
Golcuk on the Sea of Marmara
was also severely hit by the
tremor which transformed it
into a mass grave for hundreds
of officers and soldiers sta-
tioned there.

TV pictures showing row af-

Slum-dwellers must have the reason and right to demand from the
treatment as enshrined in the UN charter on Human Rights, Consti

ter row of crumpled buildings
and rotting corpses bring out
the grim reality of its impact.
Rescue workers have kept up

their search for survivors more
than a week after the quake,
and the odd miracle has oc-

curred with women and babies
pulled out alive from under-

" The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

after the quake struck.
Thousands of unrecovered bod-
ies are still rotting under the
debris, their
stench heavily felt in the air.
The rescue effort has been
hampered by the collapse of vi-
tal bridges, poor weather condi-

tions, and a major fire which

erupted at Turkey's largest
petroleum refinery in Izmit,
that threatened to engulf entire
towns within its vicinity in
flames. Lack of coordination
between government agencies
involved in the relief effort has

by A R Shamsul Islam

overpowering

been a problem too as well as
the insufficient number of res-
cue equipment such as back
hoes, bulldozers and cranes. In
the early days following the

uake, thousands of people used

their bare hands to sift through

the rubble for signs of their
loved ones.

The Turkish authorities
have moved quickly to face the
situation. President Sul an
Demirel was seen wa kir;ﬁ
through the ruins of devastat
town, seeking to comfort sur-
vivors. "The state will heal the
wounds of this disaster,” he
pledged repeatedly. Prime
Minister Bulent Ecevit has also
toured the struck areas numer-
ous times, vowing to rebuild
homes for the tens of thou-
sands left homeless by the
earthquake.

Yet such is the scale of the
disaster that the Turkish state
alone is in no position to pro-
vide full relief'on its own. The
spirited ‘Burkish people have
demonstrated once again just

' how enterprising they can be by

organising relief efforts at
their own initiative. The public
response to the disaster has
been overwhelming with liter-
ally tens of thousands of Turks
rushing to the aid of their fel-
low citizens. They carried

government that kind of human
tution of Bangladesh, Universal

Socio-Econo-Cultural Rights Agreement endorsed by Bangladesh.

mental assistance and finan-
cial help.

None of the above two con-
tentions of the government can
be weighed as totally correct.
First, terrorism is a product of
many factors like black money:;
rise of godfathers; corruption in
police. administration: politi-
cal leaders' rearing of hood-
lums: drug addiction etc. It epit-
omises near complele erosion
in social and political values.
Simply beating down the re-
sorts of operational forces can-
not do much of the abolition of
lerrorism. For argument's sake
let us suppose thal the govern-
mernt has reached oul to the op-
erational terrorists by destroy-
g their hide-ouls in the slums.
But how could it touch the god-
fathers ol terrorism who live
above-bard in posh areas like
(iulshan, Banani, Baridhara
elc.” Some years back it was de-
clared with much fanfare that
the government had prepared a
list of the podfathers
(numbering about 100} of the
metropolis and they would be
brought to book. The matter
ended then and there as usual.

Second, the evicled squatters
cannot be sent back to their vil-
lages by convincing them of a
likely earning they will be able
lo acquire there supported by
the government. Slum-dwellers
conistitute flood and river ero-
sion victims, landless labour-
ers, divorced women, widows
etc. Belore it of any means they
flocked to the metropolis in
quest of a livelihood. They have
somehow got something of it.
The government action tore it
apart. Cannel lhey identify the
governmeilt as one that instead

of providing means to the
downtrodden indulges in de-
stroying what little they have
cobbled up on their own over
years of tears and blood? Who
does not know that means of
livelihood in rural areas are far
from being enlarged?

The present stand of the gov-
ermment on slums issue stands
out as a melancholy contrast to
what it did when the Bhasantek

- slums were being razed by the

State Minister Afsaruddin
Ahmed. The PM stopped gov-
erniment operation forthwith,
moved to the site and declared
no slum-dweller would be
evicted wilhout alternative ar-
rangement for rehabilitation
being made.,

Noticeably, the government
took action, nay jumped into
action, when a cop was killed by
terrorists in Gopibagh and un-
controllable commotions
boiled up among the police. Is it
due Lo an urgent need to pacify
the police force or an urge to
exploit this opportunity to fulfil
a pent-up desire of the govern-
ment?

It is not exactly known how
many slums, big and small. are
there in the city? Has the gov-
ernment counted them out?
Almost the entire two sides of
the rail track zigzagging across
the capital are liltered with
shanties. Human Rights Organ-
isations claim the number of
the slum-dwellers of the
metropolis to be around 25 lac.
A substantial portion of the
population ol the capital in-
deed. Slums from TT Para near
Ramalapur rail station to Khil-
gaon-Malibag rail gate were
done away with, Kawranbazar

~and Tejgaon railline-fringing

shanties met with the similar
fate. But slums of Mohammad-
pur, Lalbag, Kamrangir Char,
Mirpur were not touched. It is
alleged that ruling party MPs
Mogbul Hossain, Al-Haj Selim
and Kamal Majumdar protected
them as dwellers there proved
to be at their command and
control,

As a matter of fact, slum de-
molition should have been pre-
ceded by a thorough rehabilita-
tion schedule being exhaus-
tively studied and deftly fi-
nalised. This is a gigantic task
demanding years of efforts and
investments. Since the time of
the PM's first declaration of
commitment to rehabilitation
belore eviction about three
years have elapsed. but nothing
tangible from the government
side is heard to have been done
in this regard. Only Taka five
crore by PM is sanctioned and a
13-member high powered reha-
bilitation committee formed.
This is like a drop in the ocean.
Of course government rhetorics
have poured down as usual. But
the realities that the evicted
slum-dwellers are made to face
are far crueller.

Equally unfortunate is that
the NGOs, who are learnt to
have procured crores of takas
from donor agencies abroad in
the name of development of the
slums, are practically of no
help 1o the evicted victims save
inciting them against govern-
mental action. Such behaviour
of the NGOs is alleged by many
as a rick to suck out more aids
from abroad in the same name
ol rehabilitation of the slum-
dwellers.

S

Sir, Cancellation of Rajuk's
recent flawed and partisan land
allotment in the city's posh ar-
eas by Prime Minister, in a
press conference immediately
after her return from London,
upholds the victory of the press.
as some newspapers, though a
few, truly became vocal against
this depraved allotment.

As a result people in all
walks of life had come to know
this heinous allotment and
voiced their condemnation and
surprise against such nepotism.

We compliment PM for her
immediate, bold and decisive
move ignoring the corrupt and
sycophant members of her gov-
ernment who were involved in
such coterie interest and hope
that she will be free from facing
such further embarrassing sit-
uation.

We congratulate the deserv-
ing newspapers for their profes-
sional and ethical stand where
some remained reticent on this
issue for their mean interest, If
newspapers would remain vocal
against such unethical issues,
nobody can deprive people from
their rights.

Md Whaheed Alam
Paikpur, Mirpur, Dhaka

Service delivery

quality control

Sir. What Dr Andaleeb
{Penn. U} says in his commen-
tary on the Quality Challenge
(DS Aug 3) is correct. The local
practitioners in the local medi-
cal service sector, both public
and private, are not unaware of
these basic professional guide-
lines, and the professional
knowledge and experience is
not generally sub-standard.
What is problematic is the cre-
ation and maintenance of good
service practices in underdevel-
oped countries, because the av-
erage standard of the whole
team has to be above the accep-
tance level, for competition, as
the patients expect the next
level of efficient service: other-
wise opt to go elsewhere. It is
more than the gap between the
demand and supFIy curve. The
mushrooming of the private
clinic does not necessarily
mean a competitive improve-
ment of the quality of service.

This gap is also due to the
culture of the local environ-
ment, as practiced and accepted,

especially officially. If the regu-
latory agencies and the moni-
toring agencies are lax, the ser-
vice providers can get away
with a lot of shady deals. The
recent national budget failed to
enforce any levy on medical
services, as the medical experts
earn a lot in dual sittings.

We have yet to cultivate for-
mality in public service. Subse-

uently QC will automatically
ollow. This formality comes
from professional discipline.
the last of which we witnessed
::Iurin% the British days, and a
little bit before independence,
Now the nation is full of free
loaders and today the culture of
short-cuts {for quick bucks) is
prevailing in the country. Al-
though a passing phase, it
passes slowly.

Therefore the professional
advice assumes lower political
and administrative priorities,
for topical exigencies of the du-
bious kind (examine the PSCs
in the energy and power sectors,
the unprofessional the DSE is
run, the human losses in the
electricity sector, the purchase
of defence equipment, ete). This
state of affairs was hinted by
the President of Bangladesh in
a recent official address to the
civic society,

The undisclosed goal is 1o
make hay while the sun shines.
All these maladies and distor-
tions in our changing society is

the aftermath of the revolution
of 1971, because the dust has
not yet settled, thanks to the
continuing political confronta-
tionis, where national consen-
sus is as elusive as experiencing
rirvandd.

Alif Zabr

Dhalka

No 'tube light' for

street lighting

5ir, DS has done a public
service by exposing the racket
as to why cily streets go without
lights (Staff Report, Aug 21).
uorescent tube lights are not
suitable in a developing society
where the service staff or the
personnel involved cannot re-
sist the temptation of making a

few bucks through corrupt
practices in almost every stage
of a project: capital, operation
and management, and mainte-
nance.

The maintenance budget is
under severe strain due to pil-
ferage and premature demand
for spares. Therefore the inven-
tory control has to be very tight
([purchase storing. inspection,
issue, and destruction of used
components), supported by in-
spection and monitoring sec-
tions, When even the latter two
sections are corrupt, the human
system loss becomes very high,
and the maintenance budget
starts bleeding, as is the com-
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The starting or switching
circuits of these tube lights are
not trouble Iree, whether at
home or at homes, and mainte-
nance becomes a problem with
the non-technical owners, cou-

led with erratic power S‘Lclip lies
Eﬁhut—ul‘fs. breakages, an Euﬂ-
tuations). The tubes are not
cheap items with about 10,000
hours of average life. The bal-
lasts have to be of high quality,
with PF correction (the latter is
usually ignored locally). Lately
local electronic starting unit
(without choke and starter)
have been marketed, but its
evaluation report is not avail-
able, and it is over-priced com-
pared to tiny components used.
Its mass Iprnducuun may be ex-
amined for feasibility; as the
cost will come down consider-
ably (it works under wide volt-
age fluctuation),

Street lights must be reliable
and trouble-free, rugged in op-
eration under severe environ-
mental conditions, require less
maintenance, and should allow
quick repair. Therefore expert
groups have to review the whole
situation and revise and update
the specifications of street
lights for use in Bangladesh.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Construct an

underground pass

Sir, Dhaka-Narayanganj
bus route passes through Folder
Street, Wari which is always
overcrowded and traffic
innumerable
motor vehicles and rickshaws.

Hundreds of children are re-
quired to attend their schools
located in Wari and Hatkhola
areas crossing the hazardous
and insecure Folder Street with
high risk of accident endanger-
!ngi{ their lives and wasting their
valuable time and energy..

Many a time we have re-
quested the DCC for the con-
struction of an underground
pass/road crossing here but of
no avail.

We would once again request
the DCC to construct an under-
ground pass/road crossing at
Sher-e-Bangla School point on
Folder Street, Wari, for the
safety and security of the school
children and to cope with the
ever increasing dangerous driv-
ing of vehicles on the street.

O.H. Kabir
6 Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Slums are not the exclusive
products of the metropolis.
They are found to have ranged
thickly all over the enunlrﬁ
The government seems ab-
sorbed in a dream of slum-free
metropolis. But what about
clearing of the slums beyond
the capital? Do they not have
the same identity, in the eyes of
the government, as dens of ter-
rorists and criminals? If the
government draws up rehabili-
tation policy and programme
for the slum-dwellers it should
as well encompass their other
urban and rural counterparts
too. Pumping all blood into the
head is no sign of a healthy
physique.

Poverty is at the root of
many evils including breedin%
of slums. All governments o
Bangladesh have cried them-
selves hoarse over alleviating
anerty. The NGOs have pro-
essed to be valiant partners of
government in this mission.
But Lthe object remains as elu-
sive as ever. While the govern-
ment and opposition battled
over il {GDP is 5.5 per cent or
less in cool conference rooms, a
poor push-cart driver belonging
to a slum longed for a fifth trip
of his loaded cart under the
scorching sun to conquer a
square meal. Alas! now he ma
have none of the trip and me a{
The other day he fall under gov-
ernment's eviction guillotine.

The government has come up
with a handout, published in

medicine, food. clothing and
other urgently needed supplies
to the disaster areas, well geﬁ}rf:
the authorities got there. They
drove their own trucks and cars
to the sites, and most helped in
SEEill't:h and rescue operations as
well,

International aid has been
flowing in as well, prompted in
part by heart rending footage of
the struck areas broadcast for
days on CNN as its top news
story. President Clinton ap-
peared on CNN shortly after the
quake and exEressed his deep
sorrow over the natural disas-
ter suffered by America's long-
time friend and ally, Turkey.
The US has sent three hospital
ships, and rescue teams and is
at the forefront of 'interna-
tional relief efforts. Israel and
even Turkey's traditional foe,
Greece, have pitched in with
rescue teams and aid supplies.

Economic losses stemming
from the quake could run into
tens of billions of dollars, ac-
cording to financial analysts,
although the US government
has come up with a more con-
servative estimate, putting total
losses at between four and eight
billion dollars.

In any case, it is evident that
it will take Turkey a long time
to fully recover from this mas-
sive blow, both in emotional
and economic terms. As one
survivor put it, "It was like 100
atomic bombs crashing over
our heads."

some dailies of August 20,
which contains, inter alia, gov-
ernment's contemplation about
the use of some of the railway
land recovered in recent evic-
tion drive by implementing
projects like constructing a
two-way rall track on Dhaﬁca‘
Narayanganj route, a third rail
track for facilitating Dhaka-
Tongi commuter services, ex-
tension of Tejgaon rail yard ete.
The ideas would have sold well
to the people had the govern-
ment touched the slum-dwellers
after doing at least base works
for their rehabilitation.

The charge that the slumns
have served as hide-outs of the
criminals, terrorists, drug
traders is not far from being
profoundly true. Some of the
slum-dwellers must have close
links with them. But their per-
centage cannot be that big. In
fact an overwhelmingly vast
majority ol slum inhabitants
are engrossed in dawn-to-dusk
manual labour and do not have
any time or taste to be involved
with those criminal activities.
It is not anyway just to ask
them to pay as high as to be
evicled forthwith for no crimi-
nal, anti-social, terrorism-re-
lated offences of their own.,
Slum-dwellers must have the
reason and right to demand
from tlhie government that kind
of ' human treatment as en-
shrined in the UN charter on
Human Rli ts, Constitution of
Bangladesh, Universal Socio-
Econo-Cultural Rights Agree-
ment endorsed by Bangladesh.
No government worth the name
should get away from respecting
those bounden obligations.

The writer is retired princi-
pal of Gout Mohila College,
Pabna,

The ruling ]l::lart calls it
transhipment’, the gNP says it
is nothing but ‘transit/
corridor’, should we say what
non-sense! Even efore
anylhin% of the sort took the
shape of an agreement the op-

osition parties led by BNP
oisted a 30-hour hartal on the
hapless EEDP]E. What will it do
when there is actually an
agreement to that effect?

Without ascertaining its
economic aspect, it is foolhardy
to denounce the proposal on the
imaginary ground that it would
compromise with our
suvereignti_:!y, Sovereignty is not
such a flimsy thing that it
would end with the passage of
50 or 100 trucks a day through
Bangladesh territory. Had it
been so, then Bangladesh
should have c:«lgpnse-::] the pro-
posed network of Asian High-
way through its territory which
would be useless if we do not al-
low others' vehicles to use the
Highway.

Former BNFP Finance Minis-
ter says Bangladesh should
look for regional trade agree-
ment rather than bilateral one.
Well, it all depends on what is
beneficial to us in the near fu-
ture. If other countries of the
SAARC area u.o've it, then cer-
tainly a regional trade and
transit pact can come into be-
ing. But obviously
state of Indo-Pak relationship
is such that it would be years be-
fore friendly relationship is re-
stored between the two coun-
tries. It may be pointed out here
that some time ago Pakistan
entered into a regional block of
its own with the central Asian
countries without involving
any SAARC countries including
Bangladesh. So why should we
waste our opportunities for no
benefit to us

In the papers people con-
stantly complain about our ad-
verse balance of payment with
[nndia. But the question is, most
of the imports from that coun-
try are done by the private sec-
tor peuple and why are they do-
ing it? Certainly because it is to
their advantage to do sol
Bangladesh cannot achieve par-
ity in export and import trade
with India because we do not
produce goods in such large
guantities which have great
emand in India. If we had done
so, then there would have been
at least smuggling of such goods
to India if officially they were
reluctant to buy those.

India’'s technological base is
much better than ours and their
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. Not that they are doing favours

the present -

vast market enables them to
have economies of scale for
production of various goods
which make their products
cheaper for our importers. No
compulsion works here. How-
ever, goods of much better qual-
ity are also available to our im-
porters but at a much bigger
price and our purchasers do not
always go for them. Hence, we
find these goods in our markets.

to the Indian producers. Market
economy has its own logic
which is bereft of sentimental-

ity and gratitude! However, as
the consumers become more so-
phisticated they will look for
quality products even at a
higher price and if the Indians
cannot upgrade their goods ac-
cordingly they will simply lose
the Bangladesh market. But
this is another matter.

To revert to the original is-
sue of transhipment, we should
objectively examine the pros
and cons of the matter. Our po-
litical leaders have no right to
mislead the people by raising
unfounded alarms. If the tran-
shipment takes place during the
day-time (which should be pos-
sible considering the distance)
then the people would see for
themselves whether troops or
armaments are being trans-

orted. After all, troops cannot

e crammed into a container
nor can weapons be sent by
trucks without armed escorts.
India can transport both arms
and soldiers to its north-east-
€rn provinces through the exist-
ing road/railway link which
runs by the northern side of
Bangladesh. Now it is seeing a
shorter route through
Bangladesh. "

If it is found that Bangladesh
will not %ain much economii-
cally by allowing transhipment
of Indian goods then the gov-
ernment should drop the idea.
But the facts must be made
known to the people clearly.
The Awami League government
will be well-advised not to pur-
sue an issue which is likely to
ﬁruve to be its political

arakiri, unless they can prove
otherwise, In the meantime, the
Oopposition parties also owe it to
the people not to mislead them
by insisting on saying that the
ruling party wants to give tran-
sit/corridor to India while in
fact, the government is only
talking about transhipment,
Needless to say that there is
substantial difterence between
transit and transhipment.
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