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Sir Alex tips

]
Lazio for
Serie A

MONTE CARLO, Aug 28:
Manchester United manager
Alex Ferguson, who Knows a
thing or two aboul winning
championships, tipped Lazio to
win the Serie A title this season
after the Italians won the Euro-
pean Super Cup on Friday. re-
ports Reuters.

Ferguson. who led Manch-
ester United to a treble of Euro-
pean Cup; English League and
F.A. Cup victories last season
said; '"Lazio really impressed
me. They were desperately un-
lucky last year when Milan
pipped them on the last day of
the season, but | think they will
win Serie A this year.

“Their players work so hard.
they have fantastic quality and
I think they can go all the way:.
Like all Italian teams. they will
be a real threat in the Champi-
ons' League as well this season.”

Argentine Juan Veron, who
was voted man-of-the-match
for his contribution in mid-
field, added: "To play Manch-
ester United is something, to ac-
tually beat them is something
very special indeed. This is a
beautiful victory lor Lazio, and
really gives us great heart for
Serie A and for the Champions'
League as well,

“If we play them at some
stage in the Leapue, we will have
great confidenice.”

Seedorf
» ]
sidelined

MADRID. Aug 28: Real
Madrid midfielder Clarence
Seedorf's unhappy start to the
season took a further turn for
the worse on Friday as he suf-
fered a training ground injury
that will keep him out of action
for at least two weeks, reports
Reuters.

The Dutch international.
whose father and representa-
tive was at the Bernabeu sta-
dium on Friday to discuss a
possible transfer to Italy, took a
nasty knock on his right knee
after a clattering challenge
from team mate Ivan Campo.

Seedorf and Campo came to
blows during Real's Euild—up to
the Intercontinental Cup match
against Vasco da Gama in
Japarn last season. ,

However, there was no sug-
gestion of any malice on Cam-
po's part in this latest clash,
which will have done little to
improve dressing room har-
mony at the Spanish club.

Seedort's father told re-
porters on Friday that he
thought it would be for the best
if theci'sla}rer now leaves Real
Madrid.

Initer Milan are believed to
be closest to clinching his sig-
nature, although Manchester
United -- who may have to re-
place Roy Keane before the end
of the season - were linked as a
possible buver in the English
press this week. . Loyl

Real are askimng 4,000 nul-
lon pesetas {25 million dollars)
ior Seedorf, who has been un-
happy at being left out of the
startg line-up this season.

Coach «Jolin Joshack says
that while Seedorf remains part
of his plans. ne player can be
guarantecd first team football
this season,

Ajax keep on

winning

AMSTERDAM, Aug 28: Ajax
Amsterdam maintained their
100 per cent record with a com-
fortable 3-0 win over Cambuur
Leeuwarden on Friday to ce-
ment their place at the top of
the Duteh First Division, re-
porls Reuters.

It 'was hardly an inspired
display by the Amsterdammers
but they were gifted the match
through mistakes by the home
side.

Two errors by poalkeeper
Rob Hilbers. stand-in for in-
jured regular Wim-de Ron,and a
mistake by defender Richard
Elzinga led to the goals:

After six minutes Hilbers
failed to hold a simple shot
fromn just outside the box by
Dani and he also allowed in a
long range effort by Wamberto
in the 87th.

In between, Elzinga failed 1o
clear the ball and gilted a goal
to_Brian Laundrup. in the 52nd
minite, allowing him space to
run throngh and score his third
of the season.

Detendin champions
Feyenoord and PSV Eindhoven,
who have won both of their
maltches so far. have the chance
to catch up with Ajax today.
PS5V host Fortuna Sittard and
Feyenoord lace Heerenveen in
Rotterdam,

10C official’s
tip for Osaka

TOKYO, Aug 28: Osaka. seek-
ing to host the 2008 Olymipics,
has been warned not to break
new rules by entertaining In-
ternational Olympic Commit:
tee {IOC) officials during a
sports congress, it was reported
Saturday, says AFP.

‘The new guidelines for
cities bidding for the 2008
Games will be released in De-
cember,” 1OC spokeswoman
Marhna Gueorguieva said in a
telephone interview with the
Japan Times.

‘Osaka should refrain from
entertaining IOC officials. That
inclides: the use of private

money to entertain or promote
the bid," she was quoted as say-
ing from the 10C headquarters

in Lausanne, Switzerland.

The Japanese city is sched-
uled to host an annual general
meeting of the General Associa-
tion of International Sports
Federations (GAISF) in mid-Oc-
lober.

The association is headed by
Kim Un-Yong, a South Korean
IOC executive, who was almost
expelled from the Olympic gov-
emini body for his role in the
Salt Lake City bids-for-cash
scandal.

Following the scandal, the
I0C moved to revise the guide-
lines for bidding cities, i

KARACHI, Aug 28
(Internet reEnrt}:
Wasim  Akram
may make the
- team for the
— Toronto series
against the West Indies if he is
cleared by the Judicial Commis-
sion and the Pakistan Cricket
Board's (PCBJ] ad hoc comumnittee.
The team for the three-
match series would be an-
nounced in the second week of

September.
Quotin chief selector
Naushad Ali, the English lan-

guage newspaper The News re-

orted on Friday that since

asim was an automatic selec-
tion as a player, he might make
the squad at the last moment,
that is if the commission and
the PCB chairman cleared him.
"Though he is not among the
camp probables and remains
suspended, considering his sta-
fuis as a Perfnrmer par excel-
lence we'll keep our options
open for him till the last mo-
ment.”

World Cup' captain Wasim,
liaz Ahmed and Salim Malik
were suspended by the PCB in
the wake of the match-fixing al-
legations, but indications are
that at least Wasim is going to
make a comeback very soon.
The chief selector also said that
after the Toronto series, the

team which would be an-
nounced for the Sharjah tour-
nament in October would be
more or less the same for the
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gruelling Australian tour.

"The nucleus will be there.
Since the team is scheduled to
fly to-Australia after the Shar-
jah event, at most there will be
a few changes in the team.”

He conceded that the selec-
tors had discussed the concept
of having separate Test and
one-day sides -- a theory suc-

cessfully employed by Australia
and Sri Lanka. "It's too early to
say anything, but wewve in our
minds some players for this
purpose. Most probably we
might have separate teams for
Test and one-day games on the
Australian tour.’

He also stated that selection
for Sharjah and Australia
“wwould be based on the perfor-

mances of the players in the
national one-day champi-
onship starting from Septem-
ber 20. "All players, lncludin%
the ones who go to Toronto, wil
have to appear in the tourna-
ment to be eligible for selec-
tion.” To a query, he said the
laurpuse of recalling players
ike Aamir Sohail and Rashid
Latif to the national camp
starting from September 2 in
Lahore was to give them a
chance.

But, a report of The Dawn
hinted that the hopes of wick-
etkeeper Latif were about to be
shattered as the selectors al-
legedly decided to stick with
Moin Khan arguing that only
one wicket-keeper would be se-
lected in the 15-man squad.

The former captain faced a
similar treatment from the
previous panel of selectors
when he was invited for train-
ing camp for the Indian tour but
ignored completely.

. Sport
Wasim may return soon

¥

sSurrey

| LONDON; Aug 28
|[Internet report):
Surrey crushed
Derbyshire by
nine wickets to
chalk up their

l11th PPP County Cham-
pionship victory of the season
and place one hand on the title,

Derbyshire resisted stub-
bornly before lunch at Derby on
Friday but the dismissal of
Stephen Titchard in the final
over of the morning session
opened the door.

From 90 for one the hosts
collapsed to 196 all out, al-
though a half-century from
skipper Dominic Cork at least
{grczd Surrey to bat for a second
ime.

Once again the chief destroy-

T

ers for the runaway leaders ,

were pace bowler Martin Bick-
nell and Pakistan spinner
Saglain Mushtaq, who shared
nine wickets in Derbyshire's
second innings and 16 in the
match,

Surrey now need only eight
points lrom their remaining
three matches to bring the
championship pennant to The
Oval for the first time since
1971,

Derbyshire were always go-
ing to struggle to bat through
the hinal day unless they got
some assistance from. the
wedtlier.

Two players, lan Blackwell
aricd Paul Aldred, were handi-
capped by injuries and batted
with a runner; But Adrian
Roilins and Titchard made Sur-

. . g
rey wail in the morning.

Resuming on 28 for one they
took the score to 90 with few
alarms until a quicker ball
from Saglain tock the edge of
Titchard's bat three balls before
lurich.

The former Lancashire
batsman had grafted through 42
overs for his 37, but no one eise
could match the application
shown by him and Rollins.

Robin Weston made only
three before he was trapped lbw
by Bicknell pushing lorward
without playving a shot, but
Rollins completed his half-cen-
tury when he swept Saqglain for

-his 11th four after 189 minutes

in the middle.

But he then lost concentra-
tion and skied a pull to mid-on
and was caught for 53, which
signalled the 'end of Der-
byshire's chances of holding
out.

James Pyemont completed a
nightmare championship debut
as he became only the third
plaver in Derbyshire's history
to collect a king pair when he
edged Bicknell into his stumps.

Bicknell claimed his fourth
victimn of the innings and his
56th of the season when he
moved one away to bowl
Matthew Cassar, and although
Phil DeFreitas swung Saqglain
for six over mid-wicket the off-
spinner had the last word,

DeFreitas was adjudged lbw
for 10 as he offered no shot to a
ball that straightened, and
when Karl Krikken was snared
at silly mid-off for six Surrey

of title

moved in for the kill.

Aldred was dropped at deep
square leg but lan Salisbury
took his first wicket of the game
when he had him caught behind
for a single in his next over.

Cork made sure Derbyshire
went down fighting, lifting Sal-
isbury over long-on for six and
with Blackwell tock the game
into the final session;

Cork pulled Saqglain for an-
other six to reach his 50 and
make Surrey bat again but in
the same over he went for an-
other big hit and was stumped
for 53.

That left Surrey to score just
one run and they lost Darren
Bicknell Ibw to the first ball
from Cork before lan Ward
struck the winning single.

Defending champions Le-
icestershire meanwhile seem
determined not to surrender
their crown without a fight and
they beat Gloucestershire by
225 runs at Grace Road. ,

At the Riverside. Durham
lifted some of the gloom over
Tyneside by moving into sev-
enith place in the table and eight
points clear of the 'relegation
zone after beating Middlesex by
six wickets,

Essex were denied the chance
of achieving a badly needed win
against. Somerset at Chelms-
ford in the most frustrating of
circumstances. AR,

Replying to Essex's mam-
moth 544 in the first innings,
Somerset were 256 for nine in
their second innings - still 42
behirnid - at close of play.
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Kaiserslautern’s French striker Youri Djorkaeff is tackled by Silvio Meissner of Arminia
Bielefeld during their Bundesliga clash on August 27.

—AFP photo

FIFA ponders options

NEW YORK. Aug 28: FIFA
members. have informally dis-
cussed a proposal to settle Asia’s
threat to boycott the 2002 World
Cup under which a South
American team would play a
European counterpart for a
berth while Asia would play
Oceania for another. CONCA:
CAF general secretary Chuck
Blazer confirmed Friday, re-
ports AP,

Blazer, a FIFA executive
comimittee member, said he
doesn't know where the idea
originated, but first heard about
it last month at the FIFA Con-
federations’ Cup in Mexico,

"T'doni't have a problem with
the concept,” Blazer said. "The
bigger question is how do settle
the overall issue {of deterrin-
ing World Cup berths). How does
this sort itself out?"

The proposal would have the
fitth-placed finisher in South
American gualifying play the
l4th-place finisher in Europe
for a berth in the 32-team 2002
finals field,

The Oceania gualifying
winner, which was to have
played the No 5 South American
team for a berth, would instead
play the fifth-placed Asian
team.

On Thursday, FIFA president
Sepp Blatter said he would meet
Asian Football Confederation
president Sultan Ahmad Shah
of Malaysia "in the next two
weeks" to discuss Asia's boycott
threat.

"There will be no Asian boy-
cott,” Blatter said in a state-
ment, He said he "will have
clarified the situation before

the Executive [Committee)
meets in Las Vegas on October, 1
and 2."

The issue stems from the
Asian Football Confederation's
demand for five guaranteed
places in the 2002 finals, which
15 to be co-hosted by South Ko-
rea and Japan.

In the original allocations
approved by the FIFA Executive
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Committee last year, Europe re-
ceived 15 berths (including an
automatic place for defending
champion France), Africa five,
Asia four, CONCACAF three,
while South America would get
four guaranteed and play off
with Oceania for the final one.
The Asian Football Confed-
eration, however, felt that be-
cause two of its places were re-
served for the co-hosts — and

b

unprecedented occurrence
that two places for its remain-
ing 43 members was insuffi-
cient.,

[t threatened to boycott
qualifying earlier this year, a
situation FIFA thought it had
settled when — just before the
Women's World Cup final —
UEFA offered to have its 14th-
place team play the fifth-placed
Asian side for a berth.

The AFC said it still was not
satisfied and protested by walk-
ing out en masse from the FIFA
Extraordinary Congress in Los
Angeles and reiterated its
threat to boycott qualifying it
its demand was not mel.

FIFA spokesman Andress
Herren in Zurich, Switzerland,
had no comment on the ru-
mored proposal, saying it was
up to the Executive Committee.

Blazer said that since Europe
already had offered the playoff
proposal, he has no problem
with the idea.

'If the South Americans and
the Europeans have no problem
with it, I certainly wouldn't,” he
said.

However, Blazer said, he also
continues to hear the AFC link-

“ing the 2002 World Cup berths

with those for 2006, a matter he
won't agree to since he thinks
CONCACAF's teams will do bet-
ter in 2002 and put the confed-
eration in a better position to
get more berths itse]f

Also, many FIFA members
still are upset for the Asian
members' walkout from the
con ; .

"There should not be a gain
whﬁ:h results from that,” Blazer
said.

challenge
Dragomir to win 4-6, 6-2, 6-0 in
Friday's other semifinals

Illy on thromng

LONDON, Aug 28 (Internet
report): Ray Illingworth is urg-
ing cricket's lawmakers to act
now to prevent more players
slipping through the net and
throwing" their way to success-

ful bowling careers in the first-
class and even Test match
arena.

The former England captain
and chairman of selectors has
said the International Cricket
Council should determine what
is what without further delay.

The! off-spinner of
yesteryear has also welcomed

the review of Law 24 2 which he
believes is Incomplete.

He whas speaking after
months of controversy over the
action of Sri Lanka olf-spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan - but it
was a player of an older vintage
that the ex-Yorkshire and Le-
icestershire all-rounder chose
as his example of how a player
can take unfair advantage of
the existing law.

"The biggest example was
sonny Ramadhin." Illingworth
claimed. "I was always unsure
about his action, but he was
never called. Then a few
months ago he himself said
that he always threw it all the
time, It is a very sad state of af-
fairs, especially when you are
talking about people who have
taken hundreds of wickets."

[llingworth's suspicions
these days centre on bowling
techniques in the eastern

reaches of the gricketing world
and the fragility of a law that
makes no mention of how the
shoulder can be'legally used to
impart spin. |

"The law states you can bowl
with a bent arm all the time if is
not straightened in the action.
But what is does not mention is
the shoulder. 1 believe a lot of
bowlers in the Far East are us-
ing the shoulder." |

It will not be enough, though,
just to update the existing law,
according to Illingworth,

[liingworth advocates that
any player under suspicion
should submit his action for
scrutiny in the nets and should
bowl in a sleeveless shirt to en-
sure no illegalities of the upper
arm action can be concealed
under clothing. "The only way
to do it - if it is going to be done
pnz})erly - is to go into the nets
and make the player take his
sleeve off and show his whole
arm action and shoulder as he
bowls."

Hamburg climb
to the top

BERLIN, Aug 28: Hamburg
SV moved to the top of the Ger-
man First Division for the first
time since 1987 on Friday — for
one day at least — with a 3-1
come-from-behind win away at
Schalke 04. The north German
club shook off the disappoint-
ment of their penalty shootout
defeat against Montpellier in
the Intertoto Cup final to get the

_ better of Schalke's usually tight

defence, reports Reuters.

But it was the home side
which had the best of the early’
play, with Belgian midfielder
Marc Wilmots putting Schalke
aliead in the 31st minute.

The match turned after
Berrid Hollerbach levelled the
scoring just before half time,
Croatian midfielder Nico Kovac
and Dutch defender Nico-Jan

Hoogma put Hamburg two
ahead in the second half after
Schalke ‘'keeper Oliver Reck
fumbled two corners.

Hamburg goalie Hans-Joerg
Butt compounded Schalke's
agony by stopping a weak
penally from Schalke's Dutch
siriker Youri Mulder in the
69th minute,

Hamburg now top the table
with seven points from three
games, but with the bulk of this
weekend's matches still to play,
they are likely to be toppled
from their perch.

In the evening's other match,
promoted Arminia Bielefeld
won 2-0 at Kaiserslautern to go
third.

Armniniia skipper Bruno Lab-
badia scored against his old
club with a header in the 51st
minute, Defender Silvio Meiss-
ner made sure of Arminia's first
win away at Kaiserlautern in 19

Iw.:lears by threading the ball

ome from 10 metres late in the
game.

Asian b’ball
results

FURUOKA, Japan, Aug 28
(AFP): Results from the 20th

Asian men's basketball cham-

pionships on Friday:

Group A

South Korea 98 Philippines
63 (58-38, 40-25)

Lebanon 75 UAE 70 [(36-43,
39-27)

B

Japan 85 Thailand 38 {39-
19, 46-19]

Kuwait 88 Hong Kong 62 (33-
41, 55-21),

Group C

China 54 Malaysia 41 (34-
22, 20-19)

Group D

Saudj Arabila 79 Bahrain 63
(32-28, 47-35)

Taiwan 90 Uzbekistan 82
(41-35. 49-47)

Venus, Lindsay

reach final
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut;

Aug 28: Venus Williams will be

at a career-high ranking of
third in the world when the US
Open begins Monday, thanks to
a 6-1. 6-3 win over Monica Seles
that put her into the final of the
Pilot Pen event, reports Reuters.

She faces Lindsay Davenport

in today's final. after the top
seed overcame a stiff first-set

from Ruxandra

For the third time in three

matches this week, Williams
jumped to a 4-0 lead in the

opening set, blasting winners
off Seles' second serve and fir-
ing down aces: Williams struck
the ball so hard that Seles just
could not cope with the pace,
and in most of the rallies it was
Seles who dumped the ball into

| the net.
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MONACO, Aug 28
(Reuters /AFF): A
superbly-crafted
35th minute goal
from Chilean sub-
stitute Marcelo
Salas gave Italians Lazio a de-
served 1-0 win over European
champions Manchester United
in the UEFA Super Cup at the
Stade Louis II on Friday.

And -afterwards Lazio's
Swedish coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson admitted: "I am sur-
prised that he played as well as
he did and scored such an out-
standing goal. He has only been
back in training for 10 days af-
ter playing in the Copa Amer-
ica, that's why he started on the
benech.

"1 didn't think he had the
strength to run for an hour. He
was very important to us in the
end.”

Salas came on after 23 min-
utes in place of Simone Inzaghi
whose accidental clash with the
back of United defender Jaap
Stam’s elbow left his face cov-
ered in blood and the player
with a suspected broken nose.

"We won't know how bad il is
until he is X-rayed back in
Romme tomorrow,” said Eriks-
SOT

"It hasn't diminished the
impact of this victory though. |
am delighted we have beaten
Manchester United. It lifts our
morale for the Italian League
and Cup battles ahead and I am
delighted to be going home with
another Cup. There is plenty of
room in our trophy cabinet for
evern more,"

Lazio, the last winners of the
European Cup Winners' Cup
which has now been disContin-
ued, scored the only goal of a
lively European club season
curtain-raiser after a ‘superb
move that began when Stam
lost the ball in the United mid-
field.

Ciuseppe Pancaro picked u
the running with a swift brea
down the left, before hoisting a
cross to Roberto Manciniowho
headed the ball on to Salas. The
Chilean chested it down and
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fired in a left-foot volley in one
sweel movement.

Although “United's Dutch
oalkeeper Raimond van der
ouw got a hand to the ball, he

could not stop it going in.

Salas, a target of Manchester
United boss Sir Alex Ferguson
who went to Chile to watch him
play before he signed for the
Italians two years ago, should
have made it 2-0 in the second
half, but after rounding Van Der
Gouw pushed the ball across the
face of the poal and wide of the
post.

Ferguson was philesophical
about the defeat saying United
had far more important games
to come.

“We were tired as this was
our third game in six days and
we have another tough match
against Newcastle on Monday.

e ve also picked up a couple of
thigh injuries for Stam -and
David Beckham, and once we
went behind I was notl prepared
to risk taking Ryan Giggs and
Dwight Yorke off the bench.

"[t's never nice to lose, but if
we have to, it is better it comes
in & match like this."

United, a shadow of the side
that has raced into a three-
point lead at the top of the Pre-
mier League with four wins and
a draw from their opening five
matches, did threaten with first
half-headers from Paul Scholes
and Andy Coles, but in the end
they had Van Der Gouw -- and
some wayward finishing from
Lazio — to thank for avoiding
cdefeat by an even bigger margin.

The tall Dutchman thwarted
Pavel Nedved and Dejan
Stankovic who both should
liave scored, but he could not
prevent United slipping to only
their - second  defeat in 39
matches -- both those setbacks
coming in  high profile
friendlies this month.

John Curtis and Jordi Cruyil
came on for Gary Neville and
Beckham early in the half as
Ferguson gave run-outs to re-
serve players;

It perflaps imndicated Ferpu-
son was more bothered about
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Lazio captain ‘Alessandro Nesta receives the UEFA Super Cup from Prince Albert of
Monaco after beating Manchester United 1-0 in Monaco on August 27.

—AFP photo

Super-sub Salas sinks MU

the Intercontinental Cup later
this lyear in Tokyo and the FIFA
World Club Championship in
Brazil in early 2000.

At one stage Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer had the Lazio defence at
his mercy as he twisted and
turned inside the box but his fi-
nal shot was blocked.

Jonathan Greening, on the
bench for United's European
Cup win, came on for striker
Andy Cole moments after Van
Der Gouw saved a curling shot
by Mancini, who shook the
keeper's hand in appreciation,

United showed Fitt_le urgency
in finding an equaliser and dur-
ing the closing minutes the
match fizzied out as an interest-
ing spectacle.
eir only previous defeat .in
any match this year was to Ar-
senal in the English Charity
shield on August 1.

For Lazio. the serious busi-
ness begins on Monday when
they play Cagliari in their
opening Serie A match.

If Juan Veron and Pavel
Nedved dominate their oppo-
nents in the [talian League as
they dominated Manchester
United's midfield, then Lazio
are set to challenge for the title
they so narrowly missed out on
last season

TEAMS

MANCHESTER UNITED:
Raimond van der Gouw; Gary
Neville (substitute John Curtis,
56th), Jaap Stam, Hennin
Berg, Philip Neville; Davi
Beckham ({Jordi Cruyff, 56th)},
Roy Keane, Paul Scholes; And

-Cole {Jonathan Greening, 76th},

Teddy Sheringham, Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer. ‘i
., LAZIO: Luca Marchegiani:
Paolo Negro, Alessandro Nesta,
‘Giuseppe Pancaro, Sinisa Mi-
hajlovic; Den[|ar1 Stankovic,
Pavel Nedved (Diego Simeone,
66th) Juan Veron; Matias
Almeyda; Roberto Mancini
(Attilio Lombardo, 83rd), Si-
mone Inzaghi (Marcelo Salas,
23rd).
Referee:

Ryszard Wojcik,
Poland

_,;f*_‘“\ SYDNEY, Aug 28

k= | (UNB/AP): South

: Alrica's Penny

Hens and Ameri-

can Lenny Krayz-

elburg kepl the

world -records rolling with

sideshow acts at the Pan Pacific

Swimming Championships
Saturday, reports AF.

Heyns hroke her eighth
breastroke world record in 11
swims and Krayvazelburg set his
third backstroke mark of the
meet in special 50-metre time
trials organised around the
IM:in programime,

The records brought the to-
tal to 12 in the pool which will
host next year's Olympics and
extended the perfect run to
seven days with at least one
record.,

Heyns set up a 50 time trial
during the morning heats and
Krayzelburg followed suit by
tackling the 50 backstroke at
the end of the final session.

Heyns clocked 30.83 sec-
onds to beat her 30.95 set at
the Goodwill Games in New
York last August. Krayzelburg

Records fall like ninepins

beat the 25.13 set as world best
by compatriot Jelf Rouse before
governing body FINA gave the
event world record status two
Years ago.

"We talked about it a couple
of days ago and they prett
much told me it was upto me.”
said Krayzelburg., "l thought
about it after the 100 when I
went out in 25.2 and that was
pretty close.™
_ South -Africa enjoyed a
double celebration as Hrendon
Dedekind edged Olymipic silver
medalist Gary Hall Jr, and

world champion Bill Pilczuk in

the 50 free to claim the coun-
try's first gold by a male swim-
mer at a PanPacs:

"1 only breathed once,” said
an exhausted Dedekind, "l usu-
ally breathe twice but 1 saw
Gary there so I thought [ better
enly breathe once.”

Dedekind's 22 06 made him
the equal fifth-fastest man in
history. along with Dutchman
Pieter van den Hoogenband,
who clocked his 22.06 at the
European Championships ear-
lier this month. Hall Jr clocked

South African Penny Heyns celebrates her victory in the
women's 50-metre breaststroke in Sydney yesterday. She
clocked 30.83 seconds, a world record.

~—AFP photo

22.26 while Pilczuk finished at
22 .52

Australian 100m butterfly
world record holder Michael
Klim couldn't improve his world
record of 52.15 but was happy
enaough just to beat fellow Aus-
tralian Geolf Huegill and take a
forth gold of the meet.

Klim, the world champion,
turned in second and was be-

hind until the last few strokes
before winning the touch in

92.49 from Huegill's 52 51,

That was the plan for me
tonight, to finish strong in the
last six strokes," said Klim, who
also won the 100 freestyle and
two relays. "That's where |
thought it was going to be won
and that's how it turned out.

American Brooke Bennett
continued her reign in the 800
freestyle. Cruising to a victory
in_her best time of 8:25.06.
which placed her 10th on the
all time list.

Bennett won the gold medal
at the Altanta Olympics and fol-
lowed it with wins at the 1997
PanPacs and last year's World
Championships.

Japan's world Student
Games champion Tomoko
Hagiwara held out national
record holder Miki Nakao in the
200 backstiroke for the coun-
{ry's second gold. Mal Naka-
mura, who got a gold in the
100, failed to reach the 200 fi-
nal.

Two-time Olympic 1,500-
metre champion Kieren Perkins
may have swum his last inter-
national race after failing to
qualify for Sunday's final.

Perkins' time of 152843
was almost 47 seconds outside
the world record of 14:41.66 he
set at the 1984 Commonwealth
Games and was his wors!t time
in nine years.

Norman ousts
Kafelnikov

COMMACK, New York, Aug
28. Top-seeded Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov of Russia squandered a
lead in the second set and lost 3-
G, 6-3, 6-1 to Magnus Norman of
Sweden on Friday in the quar-
ter finals of the Hamlet Cup, a
warmup for the US Open start-
ing next Monday, reports
Reuters.

Second seed Alex Corretja of
Spain won his third straight
three-set match, outlasting sev-
enth seed Thomas Engvist of
Sweden 7-6, 2-6, 7-6 in two
hours 36 minutes to reach the
semifinals of the 325,000 dol-
lars hardecourt event.




