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Rangers plan
to on
GLASGOW, Aug 27: Glasgow
Rangers are aiming to complete
a glorious week by beating Hi-
bernian and going six points
clear at the top of the Scottish

Premier League on Saturday.
reports AFP,

The reigning Scottish cham-
pions are in buoyant mood after
their historic aggregate win
over [talian giants Parma in
midweek which saw them qual-
ity for the group stages of the
European Champions League.

Dick Advocaat's side travel
to Edinburgh to face Hibs with a
three point advantage over
arch-rivals Celtic who enter-
tain Hearts on Sunday.

Ominously for Celtic and the
rest of the division, Rangers are
generating a formidable mo-
mentum at this early stage of
the season having taken a
maximum 12 points with four
straight wins.

In the weekend's other
matches, struggling Aberdeen,
suffering their worst ever siart

to a season, will go in search of
of the new

their first victo
campaign when they play host
to St Johnstone.

Motherwell play at home to
Dundee on Saturday while
Dundee United entertain Kil-
marnock 24 hours earlier.

Scottish Premier League
matches on Saturday (matches
1400 GMT)

Hibernian v Rangers
MutherTEH v Dundee
Sunday (1400 GMT)
Aberdeen v St Johnstone
Celtic v Hearts

Dundee Utd v Kilmarnock

Radchenko
Japan
bound

IWATA, Japan. Aug 27: For-
mer Russian international
Dimitri Radchenko is to move
to struggling J-League club Ju-
bilo Iwata, a club official said
Friday, reports AFP,

The 28-year-old [orward

from Spain's Deportivo La .

Coruna has already signed a
temporary contract earlier this
month in Barcelona. He will
arrive in Japan soon to seal a
final contract after a medical
check, the official said.

Local papers estimated his
transfer lee at 20 million yen
(179,000 dollars) and salary at
312.500 dollars.

Jubilo won the first stage of
the season, but have dropped to
third from the bottom in the 16-
team second stage after Hiroshi
Nanami moved to Italian Serie
A club Venezia and striker
Masashi Nakayama was
benched through injury.

Euro 2000
Russian 18

for quagiﬁ.er.

MOSCOW, Aug 27 {AFP):
Russia's national team: head
coach Oleg"® Romant8év on
Thursday announced his squad
for the 2000 European champi-
onship Group Four qualifier
matches against Armenia on
September 4 and Andorra on
September 8:

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Alexander Fil-
imonov [(Spartak Moscow],
Stanislav Cherchesov
(Tirol /Aut)

Defenders: Yury
Alexei Smertin, Igor Chugainov
(all Lokomotiv Moscow], Viktor
Onopko (Oviedo/Spa), Dmitry
Khlestov (Spartak Moscow),
Igor Yanovsky (PSG /Fra)

Midfielders: Dmitry
Alenichev (AS Roma/Ita), Vik-
tor Bulatov, Yegor Titov, Andrei
Tikhonov [giﬂl Spartak
Moscow), Vladimir But
(Borussia Dortmund/Ger),
Valery Karpin (Celta Vigo/Spa),
Sergei Semak (CSKA Moscow),
Dmitry Khohklov [PSV Eind-
hoven /Ned)

Forwards:
Beschastnykh (Racing
tander /Spa), Alexander Panov
(Zenit Saint-Petersburg)

Viadimir

Vicenza bus
attacked

VICENZA, Iltaly, Aug 26
(AFP) - Vicenza were counting
the cost of losing an Italian Cup
tie on Thursday after an&
fans caused thousands of {‘l

Drozdov, 1

San- |

1

_ coach. 2
reports-AFP.

“without

Sport

UEFA Cup qualifiers

PARIS, Aug 27:
funs’' - the teams
1ot good enough
for a direct Euro-
pean place but too
good for the continent's ultra
minnows, duly came through
their UEFA Cup qualifying
encounters Thursday - but not
all went on a goal spree.
Scotiand's Celtic - the first
British club to lift the Champi-
ons Cup back in 1967 - made
short work of Welsh part-
timers Cwmbran at Parkhead
despite an uninspiring perfor-
mance, wrapping up a 10-0 ag-
gregate victory with a 4-0 canter
in their second leg.
Nineteen-yeéar-old substitute
Jamie Smith shook the home
side out of their lethargy on his
debut, smashing home the sec-
ond from the edge of the area

Europe's 'little big

just past the hour,
The teenager’'s goal doubled

an advantage given to them in
the ninth minute by Norwegian

striker Harald Brattbakk.

Johan Mjallby made it three

and second half substitute
Tommy Johnson bagged num-
ber four in injury-time.

More Scottish success came

with Kilmarnock's heart-stop-
ping success after exira time
against Iceland’'s KR Revkjavik.

The Ayrshire ﬂutl{
only saved from a 1-0 aggregate
defeat against the Icelandic
pari-timers by Paul Wright's
penalty in the last minute of
normal time.

That took the contest into
extra-time and in the 92nd
minute substitute David Bagan
curled home a stunning winner
to send Kilmarnock into the
first round draw proper.

St Johnstone crept through
against Finland's VPS Vaas
with super sub Miguel Simao
hammering both goals in a 2-0
wiri to send his side into the
UEFA Cup proper for the first
time in 28 years.

Belgium’'s Anderlecht, the
1983 UEFA Cup winners,
crushed Iceland's Leiftur 9-1 on
aggregate following a 3-0 win in

ursday's away leg.

Grasshopper of Zurich,
coached by Englishman Roy
Hodgson, cruised through as
they ousted Irish part-timers
Bray Wanderers even with star
siriker Stephane Chapuisat on

t were

the bench.

Leadin
in Switzerland a fortnight ago.
Grasshopper handed ocut an-
other four-goal lesson.

They stretched their lead af-
ter just six minutes when Avra-
ham Tikva finished clinically
from 10 yards and went two up
after 39 minutes when Patrick
De Napoli crossed for Tikva to
head home.

The agony continued for
Bray as De Napoli escaped the
offside trap to flip the ball
home from close range.

Substitute Andre

an 8-0 aggregate win.

Elsewhere, it was alphabet
soup time as various shades of

4-0 from the first leg

Muff
bagged the fourth to complete

Favourites go through

also-ran made the most of their
90-minutes of fame - some even
living to fight another day.
Northern Ireland’s Linfield
didn't quite make it as they
could only draw 1-1 at home to
Georgia's Lokomotiv Tbilisi,
who advanced 2-1 on aggregate.
Ireland’'s Cork City beat
Sweden's experienced
Gothenburg 1-0 on the night at
home but still slid out 3-1 on
aggregate,
Yugoslavia's Red Star Bel-
rade, who like Celtic have
nown the joy of lifting the Eu-

ropean Cup - just nine years ago

in their case - struggled before

ousting Azerbaijan's FC Neftchi

1-0 on the night and 4-2 on ag-
gregate,
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Dynamo Bucharest striker

Niculae Marius (R) faces a

sliding tackle from Minault of Mondercange during their
UEFA Cup second round qualifier on August 26. The

home team won 7-0.

—AFP photo

Serie A kicks off today

Milan to miss key stars

MILAN, Aug 27;
Italian champi-
ons ‘AC Milan
open: their title
defence against
Lecce on Sunday
with a [ive-star injury-list and
a major headache for luckless
Alberto- Zaecheroni,-

il T e, .,

'Zac' had been hoping for a
flying start to the new Serie A,
especially after a worrying se-
ries of four consecutive pre-sea-
son defeats to Benfica, Juven-
tus, Parma and Real Madrid.

Instead, fate has dealt him
an injury list that features
skipper Paolo Maldini. goal-
keeper Christian Abbiati,
playmaker Zvonimir Boban
and probably strikers George
Wea and/or Andriy
Shevchenko.

Weah, who is carrying a knee
:injuri, and new signin
Shevchenko, who has a brui
thigh, are both doubtful for the
match down south,

Maldini's broken toe should
see him replaced by Bruno N'-
Gotty on the left. while
Leonardo and Maurizio Ganz
are ready to join Oliver Bierhoff
up front in Zaccheroni's attack-
ing trident.

Lecce will be out to
themselves in front of the home
fans and the Milan coach
warned his men: "They'll have
to be ready, They'll have to re-
alise that now we'll be playing
for real.”

Neighbours Inter Milan host
another newly-promoted club,
Verona.

Coach Marcello Lip

rove

pi will be
injured midfielder
Vladimir Jugovic, one of five
Inter men whom the coach once
trained at Juventus; the others
being Roberto Baggio, Christian
Vieri, Paulo Sousa and Angelo

~only a win.

Sousa. Baggio, the joint top
scorer still playing in Italian
football, level with Roberto
Mancini on 156 goals, will
probably sit on the subs' bench.

Given the huge investment
by the club and the great expec-
tations of_ San. Siro crowd,
do+or Lippi for

his ﬂrﬁg%nﬁmh in charge.
Juvehtus open for ‘business

on Sunday niéht against Serie
A newcomers Reggina, also hop-
ing that their strikers can live
up to expectations.

Like Ronaldo, Alessandro
Del Piero is coming back after a
season ruined by injury, ol-
though Filippo Inzaghi, shrug-
ging off a Kick in the calf, is on
great goalscoring form.

Fiorentina are at home to
Bari with coach Giovanni Tra-
pattoni having to contend with
a questionmark over his siar
striker Gabriel Batistuta,

The Argentinian skipper
sprained knee ligaments at {he
start of their Champions League
qualifier against Widzew Lcdz
on August 11 and hasn't played
since.

Team doctor Marcello
Manzuoli expects a late deci-
slon, saying: "Gabriel is follow-
ing a programme of gradual re-
covery. I'm not ruling him out
of Sunday's game. but I'm not
turning it into'a race against
time either.

"Everything will depend on
how the player feels in the days
ahead as we increase the work-
load.”

AS Roma are away to
perennial strugglers Piacenza,
where 40-year-old Pietro Vier-
chowod will start his 25th sea-
son as a professional footballer.

Parma., who need to pick
themselves up from their mid-
week failure to reach the
Champions League, are away 1o

(evening kick-off);
Fior..itina v Bari, Inter Milan v
Verona, Lecce v AC Milan, Pe-
rugia v Parma, Piacenza v AS

Wednesday night, will still be
without his new 35-million dol-
lar strike partner Marcio
Amoroso. The Brazilian, who
should be back from surgery in
a fortnight, was suspended
anyway,

Lazio, who do not play urtil

Monday night-because of ‘their
Friday date in
with Manchester United in the
European Super Cup. are at
home to Cagliari at the Olympic
stadium.

Coach Sven Goran Eriksson
is likely to give Croatia's Alen
Boksic a place in the starting
line-up, alongside Chilean ace
Marcelo "Il Matador" Salas.

The new lalian season first
kicks off on Saturday night

with two great clubs from
yesteryear, Bologna and
Torino.

The Turin club are back up
in the Serie A in the 50th year
since the plane disaster which
wiped out the "Grande Torino"
side of the 1940s, who won five
corisecutive league titles,

The stars of the current team
are winger Gigi Lentini. the
former AC Milan golden boy
who cheated death in a car
crash, and Marco Ferrante, the
Serie B's top scorer last secason
with 26 goals,

Bologna start after a sum-
mertime transfusion of Inter
Milan blood - with goalkeeper
Gianluca Pagliuca, Brazilian
midfielder Ze Elias and striker
Nicola Ventola all joining from
the 1998 UEFA Cup winners.

Weekend's Serie A
fixtures

Saturday: Bologna v Torino
Sunday:

Roma. Venezia v Udinese, Ju-

ventus v Regdina (evening kick-

[FK

Monte Carlo”
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Blatter hoping ||

for the best

ZURICH, Switzerland, Aug
27: A threatened boycott of the
2002 World f‘..uF finals by the
Asian Football Conderation
(AFC) will not go ahead, FIFA
president Sepp Blatter said here
on Thursday, reports AFP,

The head of football's world
Fuverning body was speaking
ollowing the signing of an
agreement between co-hosts
South Korea and Japan con-
firming the organisational de-
tails of the first World Cup to be
held in Asia and the first to be
organised by two counties. The
AFCthreatened to boycott the
final after Asia ot only four
places at the tournament, in-
cluding those for joint hosts
Japan and South Korea. They
were offered a play-off chance
against a European nation but
continue to demand for five au-
tomatic berths. -

Blatter said on Thursday:
‘There will be no Asian boycott.
I shall be meeting personally
with the AFC President, His

. Royal Highness Sultan Ahmad

shah, in the next two weeks,
just as [ have had discussions
with the four Asian members of
the FIFA Executive Committee
and will have clarified the sit-
uation before the Executive
glee.ts in Las Vegas on October 1-

Blatter said that the Organ-
ising Association Agreement
signed here on Thursday be-
tween FIFA and the two na-
tional organising committees
demonstrated that the 2002
World Cup would be a cohesive
event. _

"There will be only one
World Cup, ‘j‘}:ﬂntl}r organised,
and nol two World Cups organ-
ised separately,” he said, -

Lennart Johansson, chair-
man of the FIFA World Cup or-
ganising committee, said that
the agreement was a si%n of the
growing co-operation between
the Japanese and Korean organ-
1Sing commiittees,

Keegan keeps
faith in
Shearer

LONDON. Aug 27: He may not
be good enough 1o play for Ruud
Gullit at English Premiership
side Newcastle United, but Alan
Shearer is still highly regarded
by England coach Kevin Keegan,
reports AFP,

Centre-forward Shearer was
left out of the Newcastle team by
manager Ruud Gullit for
Wednesday night's match
against Sunderland. which the
Magpies lost 2-1.

But 18 hours later the former
Southampton and Blackburn
ace, England's most successful
striker in the 1990s, was named
in England's squad for the vital
Euro 2000 qualifiers against

Luxembourg and Poland next
month,

i (Shearer is reportedly in-
volved in a running feud with

udaullie avhile Neweastle struggle o
- at theustart ofithe new season,

but Keegan said the England

captain has nothing to prove
and vowed to stand by him,
Keegan said: "A lot of people
are starting to doubt him
(Shearer) but I wouldn't.
"He is always psyched up for

England. It really means
something to him to play foot-
ball first, but to

guu on an Eng-
land shirt second.

"l really don't have to defend
Alan Shearer. His record stands
up to anyone's, anywhere in the
world. You would not pick
player with a better interna-
tional record anywhere."

Ukraine name

squad

KIEV, Aug 27(AFP):
Ukraine's national team head
coach Yozhel Szabo on Thurs-
day announced his squad for
the 2000 European Champi-
onship Group Four qualifier
matches against France on
September 4 and Iceland on
September 8:

TEAM

Goalkeepers: Alexander
Shovkovsky, Vyacheslav Ker-
nozenko (both Dynamo Kiev},
Alexander Lavrentsov {Krivbas
Krivyi Rig)

Defenders: Oie& Luzhny
(Arsenal/Eng), ladislav
Vashchuk, Alexander Golovko,
Yury Dmitrulin, Alexander
Kiryukhin {all Dynamo Kiev],

e

and Prince Albert of Monaco durin

August 26.

# MONACO, Aug 27:
*-k* Defending cham-

B Eiuns Manchester
ST nited were
CHAMPIONS Thurﬂday handed
LEAGUE d I'EIE.HFEI}F- casy

‘Manchester

Bayern

draw for the group

stages of the European Champi-
ons Leapue - in marked contrast
to their epic march towards
their European Cup victory in

May. :
"{ast year, United were done

o favours by the draw, having
to face Bayern Munich,
Barcelona and Brondby in the
fg,roup stages before a quarter-
inal with Inter Milan, a semi-
final with Juventus and culmi-
nating in their titanic victory
from the jaws of defeat in the
final against Bayern Munich.

This year. manager Sir Alex
Ferguson's blood pressure
should not be as severely tested
with United's Group D opposi-
tion coming in the form of"
French side Marseille, Croatia’'s
Croatia Zagreb and unfancied
Austrians Sturm Graz.

Marseille, runners-up to
Bordeaux in the French first di-
vision last season, have shown
signs of decline this term with
the departure of such stalwarts
as Laurent Blane, Cyril Do-
moraud and Titi Camara.

But reaction from the
French side was positive even
though they effectively con-
ceded top spot in the group to
United. i

Marseille's Italian striker
Fabrizio Ravanelli said: "We
have landed on our feet,
United are
favourite for top spot but we can
finish second which would be

enough to qualify,

'l know Sturm Graz and
Croatia Zagreb well, The Aus-
trians are'very tough and solid
at home. Zagreb have an’

lent techniqué but we are

favourites to finish second.

"When [ was in England

(with Middlesbrough) I played
at Manchester. It is very diffi-
cult to go to a stadium where
60,000 people are backing the
home team.,"

Bayern, meanwhile, will
have to work hard in Group F
after being fput in a tough group
alongside former winners PSV
Eindhoven of Holland. Spanish
side Valencia and Scottish
champions Rangers, who ac-

COLOGNE, Ger-
many, Aug 27:
Germany's richest
and most success-
ful football club
will entertain the

Bundesliga's newest and small-
est Saturday as

hty Bayern
Munich face Unterhaching, re-
ports AFP.

Both clubs are based in
Bavaria's capital city which
technically makes it a derby -
although with an average of just
3.700 people attending their
second division maitches last
season, most fans inside Mu-
nich's Olympic stadium are
likely to be Bayern fans.

It's hardly a prestige match
for Bayemn, but by the same to-
ken it is one they cannot afford
to take lightly. The champions

F

take on

counted for TItalian giants
_Parma in the qualifying round.
It will provide a moment of
nostalgia for Rangers manager
Dick Advocaat, who was for-
merlr coach of PSV.
Slovenian minnows Mari-

“bor, surprise conquerors of big-

sgendin% French side Lyon in
the preliminary round, have
the dubious reward of a place in
Group A alongside Italian gi-
ants Lazio, Ukraine's Dynamo
Ryiv, who lost to Bayern in last
year's semi-finals, and Ger-
many's Bayer Leverkusen.

Group B is another potential
dogfight involving Spanish
champions Barcelona, English
side Arsenal, [Italian outfit
Fiorentina and Swedish team
AlK Solna.

The meeting with Barca will

Draw for the European
Champions League made on

Th y:

Group A

Lazio (Ita)

Bayer Leverkusen (Ger]
Dvnamo Kyiv (Ukr)
Marihcg (Slo)

Barcelona (Spa)

Fiorentina (Ita)

Arsenal (En

AlK Solna (Swe)
C

Borussia Dortmund (Ger)
Feyenoord (Ned)

Rosenborg Trondheim (Nor)
Boavista (Por)
Group D

Manchester United (Eng)
Marseille (Fra)

Croatia Zagreb (Cro)
Sturm Graz (Aut)
Group E

Real Madrid (Spa)

FC Porto [Por)
Olympiakos (Gre)

Molde (Nor)

“ Group F
Ba

ern Munich (Ger)
PSV Eindhoven (Ned)
Valencia (Spa)
Glasgow Rangers (Sco)
G

Spartak Moscow (Rus)

Bordeaux (Fra)

Sparta Prague (Cze)

Willem II Tilburg (Ned)
H

AC Milan ([ta)

Chelsea (Eng)

Galatasaray (Tur)

Hertha Berlin (Ger)

T

4

Bayern meanwhile will have
Mario Basler and Lothar
Matthaus back from injury,
After seven weeks on the side-

lines midfield linchpin Stefan

Effenberg may even push him-
self to come back too.

Top of the table Eintracht
Frankfurt entertain Duisburg,
while Bayer Leverkusen go to
struggling VIB Stuttgart.

Both clubs possess enormous

tential. The difference is that
Egverkusen are sky high after
their 2-0 over Bayern last week
while Stuttgart are crushed and
disorganised. After their 3-0
mauling at Hamburg coach Ralf
Rangnick is under pressure to

alter his system.

‘and Germany.
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UEFA president Lennart Juhsaun is flanked by secretary general Gerhard Aign (L)
g the UEFA gala at the Monaco Sporting Club on

—AFP photo

Draw suits United fine

bring back some very unhappy
memories for the Italian club,

Fiorentina drew 1-1 at the
Nou Camp in the 1997 European
Cup Winners' Cup semi-finals
but with skipper Gabriel Batis-
tuta suspended, they went down
2-0 at home to the Spanish club
in the home leg with the match °
being wrecked at the end by
missile-throwing from the Flo-
rence crowd,

The scenes, which brought
shame on Italian football, saw
plastic bottles of water, coins
and other objects rain down on
the pitch and Swedish referee
Anders Frisk twice suspend

p!ag.

arcelona, with Ronaldo in
the team, went on to win the
tournament while Fiorentina
had their pitch suspended by
UEFA.

Arsenal will also be loeking
to redeem themselves after an
exit in the group stages last
year.

The third English represen-
tatives Chelsea have been
handed a very tough draw in
Group H alongside Serie A
champions AC Milan; German
side Hertha Berlin and Turkish
outfit Galatasaray who have
been a thorn in the side of En-
glish teams in this competition.
notably United.

Seven-limes winners Real
Madrid of Spain lace 1987 win-
ners FC Porto, Greek outfit
Olyvmpiakos and Norwegians
Molde in a relatively-easy
Group E.

Group G is another easier as-
signment with Russians Spar-
tak Moscow lining up with
French champions Bordeaux,
Sparta Prague of the Czech Re-
public and Willem II Tilburg of
the Netherlands.

Dutch champions Feyenoord
Borussia Dort-
mund - both former winners -
will be expected to progress in
Group C against Norway's
Rosenbuig and Portugal's
Boavista.

Boavista's appearance in the
competition is historic as the
are the first Portuguese side
outside the traditional three of
Benfica, Porto and Sporting
Lisbon to compete in the Cham-
pions League,

The top two teams in each of
the eight groups will advance,

new boys

they want to make an impres-
sion in the competition.

On Sunday, Dortmund travel
to SSV Ulm, the next stage of
coach Michael Skibbe's diffi-
cult task of forging a team out of
a squad of highly talented in-
dividuals.

Some Dortinund fans even
booed their side in midweek af-
ter beating Czech club TK
Teplice 1-0 and demanded
Skibbe's head because of the
unattractive style of football

that was played. "

Weekend's Bundesliga fix
tures:

Saturday ==

VIL Wollsburg v Hansa Ros-
tock, Hertha Berlin v Werder
Bremen, VIB Stuttgart v Bayer
Leverkusen, Bayern Munich v
Unterhaching, SC Freiburg v

Peruzzi. Perugia. fn- : Al d K . Viadimi 115t one int from their - Borussia Dnrtmund and
ﬁﬁtg:i?&:j;dgiﬂgﬂ by attack- - Ronaldo and Vieri should Hernan Crespo., muzzled by . ﬂﬂinndly: Lazio v Cagliari Miﬂ ifiat?n Er[buﬁ:ra 'Shallihtr;ni ?ggcgéllims SO fa?ru and are under  Hertha BErlian quah{iﬁdd!f;:;rs ége Mugﬁldigﬁﬂ
Vicenza, relegated from the lead the attack, supported by the Glasgow Rangers defence on (evening kick-off) Donetsk) pressure to recapture the form Champlons Lea Eﬂhﬂ:’E d thﬂ; 5SSV Ulm v Borussia Dort:

evening but bot _
still have a long way to go if

Midfielders: Andrei Gusin,
Vitaly Kosovsky (both amo
Kiev], Yury Maximov (Werder
Bremen/Ger], Sergei Kovalyov,

which took them to last sea-
son's title.

Serie A to the Serie B at theend | =
of last season, were thrashed 3-
0 by modest Alzano, stretching
fans' patience to breaking

mund, Eintracht Frankfurt v
MSV Duisburg

Primera Liga preview
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