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Attack on UCBL
directors

condemned
By Staff Correspondent

Different organisations in
separate statements yesterday
condemned the attack on direc-
tors of the United Commercial
Bank Ltd (UCBL) during a Board
meeting on Thursday.

A group of armed hoodlums
numbering about 50 allegedly
backed by police forces on
Thursday stormed the board-
room of the UCBL and forced
some bank directors to resign at
the instigation of former
Awami League MP Akhteruz-
zaman Chowdhury Babu,

Eminent economist and Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmud termed
the incident unprecedented and
called for firm steps to main-
tain credibility in the financial
sector.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Mahmud said the incident must
not be treated as iIUSl another
routine violation of law and or-
der.

It ‘can greatly undermine
gubiic confidence in the entire

anking system and turnish its
international image.

"Decisive and firm steps
must be taken immediately to
maintain credibility in the
system of regulation and gover-
nance in the financial sector,"”

See Page 11 Col 8

Dhaka concerned at
reported intrusion
of Indian police

Bangladesh yesterday ex-
pressed deep concern over re-
ported intrusion ef Indian po-
lice into the country, sometimes
earlier this month,

The Indian union govern-
ment categorically denied the
report published in a section of
Indian press, Foreign Secret
CM Shafi Sami told BSS last
night. .

Asked for his reaction to the
report, he said they immedi-
ately contacted the Indian au-
thorities who said that the re-
port was not based on facts.

The External Affairs Min-
istry of India at a briefing in
New Delhi on August 23 denied
Eress reports that Indian police

ad entered the Bangladesh ter-
ritory in hot pursuit of explo-
L SIVES, '

The foreign secretary quot-
ing Indian officials said no
such incident of intrusion into
Bangladesh territory had hap-
pened and that Assam Chief
Minister P K Mahanta was
misquoted.

See Page 11 Col 8

35 shops looted
1in Siddirgan]
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 27: A

roup of armed hoodlums
ooted at least 35 shops and
damaged valuables worth about
Tk 20 lakh at a bazar near
Mukti Swarani in Siddirganj
thana this morning.

The shopkeepers who have
been paying to Giasuddin since
1985 said that armed hoodlums
appeared before the kutcha
market at about 6:30 am today.
The gang exploded several
crackers and opened blank
shots which created panic

among the vendors and people
who went there for shopping.

Police arrived on the scene
after the gangsters, reportedly

See Page 12 Col 3
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Head office sealed: Showcase on MD

The Bangladesh Bank yes-
terday suspended all activities
of the Board of Directors of
United Commercial Bank Ltd
(UCBL) and decided to appoint
its. Executive Director Mohiud-
din Zahir Amin as ‘caretaker' to
run the bank.

Besides, the government
'sealed’ the head office of the
bank.

The decisions came in the
wake of Thurday's incident in
which five UCBL directors were
allegedly forced to resign at gun
point.

Some 50 armed goons al-
legedly backed by police
stormed the UCBL boardroom
during a Board meeting Thurs-
day afternoon and forced the
directors to resign at the insti-
gation of former Awami League
MP Akhteruzzaman Chowd-
hury Babu.,

By' M Shamsur Rahman

Bangladesh Bank (BB) also
issued a notice on the Managing
Director of UCBL asking him to
show cause why the Board of the
bank will not be dissolved.

The MD will be asked to re-
spond by tomorrow, according
to highly placed sources in the

Awami League's Industry
and Commerce Secretary

Akhteruzzaman Chowdhury

Babu may face expulsion from

the party for his Thursday's ac-
tivities concerning United
Commercial Bank Ltd, reports

UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was learnt to have
taken exception to the action of
Akhteruzzaman who had occu-
pied the head office of the UCBL

ousting members of the board of

directors through vandalism.

Activities of UCBL
Board suspended

central bank, -

"Activities of the Board of
Directors of UCBL are consid-
ered harmful and against the
interest of the bank itself and
its depositors", BB said in an
announcement yesterday.

The BB also asked the UCBL
Board of Directors not to partic-
ipate directly. or indirectly in
the affairs of the bank for the
sake of Ernper management of
the bank and averting any ad-
verse activity, the announce-
ment said.

Governor of Bangladesh
Bank Dr Mohammed
Farashuddin could not be con-
tacted despite repeated at-
tempts. '

Talking to The Daily Star,
Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim admitted that he ordered
police to 'seal the head office

See Page 12 Col 7

Camel race over, they abandoned
Juru, 4, in the desert

DUBAI, Aug 27: A four-year-
old Bangladeshi boy survived
without water or food for five
days in the Emirati desert,
where he was abandoned by
men who had forced him to
work as a camel jockey, a news-
paper reported today, says AFP.

A severely dehydrated and
sunburned Juru Miah, who was
rescued by a passing motorist,
is being treated in a Sharjah
hospital, the Gulf News said.

From his hospital bed, Juru
told the paper: "They used to

ive me rice for lunch and roti

bread) for ‘dinner, nothing

else.”

i | starved‘lfelt hungry and
thirsty all the time."

| 42 He said.he frequently refused

o ride the camels. His captors
'used to beat me. They used to
throw me on the ground from
the back of the camel. I used to
cry, but nobody helped.”

One day they said they would
take him to his mother, but left
him instead in the desert.

“The sand was too hot, I was

afraid and crying for my
mother." he said.

His mother, Kajol, a widow
who works as a maid in the
Emipates, said that she had
been tricked in 1996 into letting
her three youngest sons come to
this country,

A man named Abu Sayeed
had promised that they would
be educated and she would have
a job, she said.

Juru was less than two years
old then and twins Akkas and
Nuru were three.

"My brothers are under dif-
ferent guys. One of. them,
Rahim, beats Akkas regularly,”
Juru said.

Kajol said she wants to go
home to Bangladesh and her
emp]uﬁers had agreed.

"l had enough bad experi-
ence. [ don't want to lose my
sons,"” she said.

The Bangladeshi Consul
General, Golam Hussain, said
he was aware of the case but
could only act if the mother
made a written complaint,

"Action will definitely be
taken, but after a thorough in-
vestigation,” he said.

On Sunday last, another
Bangladeshi boy, who was kid-
napped to work as a camel
Jockey, was returned to his par-
ents. _

The 7-year-old bay was re-
united with his family at the
Bangladeshi consulate here, AP
said quoting Bangladeshi Con-
sul-General Abdul Fadhil Mo-
hammad Golam Hussein.

The boy was kidnapped by
an associate of a Bangladeshi

- man who had lured the family

to the Emirates with promises

_of work three months ago, Hus-

sein said. :

The boy's f[ather, Moti
Matabar, reported the abduc-
tion of his son, Saiful, to the
consulate some days ago. The
consulate tracked down the ab-
ductor, a man named Jahangir,
and Saiful was retrieved from a
camel-jockey training camp,
the dipﬂqmat said.
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Azan Jamaat
| Fajr 4-10 4-15
Zohr 12-45 1-30
Asr 4-45 5-00
Maghrib | 6-40 5-45
Esha 8.00 8-30 .
Source; Islamic Foundation
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Indian opposition leader Sonia Gandhi (L) and her daughter Priyanka wave at the crowd

Cases challenging Sonia's right
to contest polls rejected

MUMBAI, Aug 27: The Mum-

bai High Court today dismissed

a public interest litigation (PIL)
which questioned the right of
Congress President onia
Gandhi to contest Lok Sabha
polls from Bellary constituency
on the ground that she was
holding dual citizenship, re-
ports BS5.

Chief Justice YK Sabrahwal
and Justice SH Kapadia ob-
served that the petition was "to-
tally misconceived and moti-
vated and aimed at gaining
publicity in the media."

The bench observed that it
was forced to award costs of Rs
10,000 on the petitioner, more
s0. because he was a member of
the legal profession who was
supposed to be familiar with the
laws of the land.

Observing that the filing of
this petition in the garb of PIL
amounted to blatant misuse of
public interest jurisdiction of
the court, the judges ordered the

petitioner, Pushkraj Godge. to
pay Rs 10,000 to legal subsis-
tence authority failing which
the latter would execute the
court's order.

FPTI adds: The Madras High
Court yesterday dismissed as
‘not maintainable’ a writ peti-
tion seeking to declare the can-

See also page 5

didature of Sonia from any
parliamentary constituency in
the country as 'unconstifu-
tional and void' due to her for-
eign origin.

A division bench, compris-
ing acting Chief Justice NK Jain
and Justice K Sampath, held
that since the returning officer.
had already accepted Gandhi's
nomination in Bellary con-
stituency, the court could not
interfere in the matter.

Besides, the bench pointed
out that Sonia Gandhi had
taken Indian citizenship in’
41983 and the petitioner, A Sar-

. Vo to

........

— AFP photo

avanan. a resident of Dharma-
puri, should have raised it then.

Dismissing the writ petition,
the bench directed the peti-
tioner to pay Rs 5000 as costs.

AFP from Bellary says: So-
nia Gandhi said today she was
"tied to the Indian soil" as she
opened her campaign in the ru-
ral seat where she will contest
next month's general elections.

"l cannot express in words
the love | have for India,” the
Congress Party president told
more than 15,000 supporters at
a campaign rally in her Bellary
constituency in the southern
state of Karnataka. L
_ Bellary is considered one of
the safest Congress seats in the
country, but Sonia faces a
formidable opponent in the
Hindu nationalist BJP Party
candidate, Sushma Swaraj — a
high ru[ﬁfagnlitician who has

e Gandhi's foreign
origins her main campaign
plank. =
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Star Japanese striker Hideki Matsuki (L) is under pressure from an Indonesian player in
their opening match of the Bangabandhu Cup yesterday. — Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Matsuki magic
spellbinds
Indonesians

By Sports Reporter

Bangabandhu
Cup tourney
kicks off

The second Bangabandhu
Cup international football
tournament kicked off at
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium in the city yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Prime Minister
Hasina inaugurated the biggest
soccer extravaganza in the
cnuntl?"s history at a brief.
colourful function in the big
bowl,

She was later introduced to
the Japanese and Indonesian
teams.

The inaugural ceremony be-
gan at 4:30 pm with the tour-
nament's theme song.

Sabina Yasmin., Andrew
Kishere and other co-artistes

sang "Bondhura Tomader
Suswagatam” (Welcome
friends) rounding off the lush

green in two bedecked mobile
vehicles.

The portrait of the nation's
fﬂundlnﬁ father Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman was displayed on
the electronic board.

Physical displays by girls of

L W

See Page 12 Col 6

Sheikh

Hideki Matsuki struck a ter-
rific treble to power Japan FL
selection to a 5-0 victory over
Pandang Soman of Indonesia
in the inaugural match of the
Second Bangabandhu Cup at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium yesterday.

The 22-year-old striker, who
plays for Jatco FC in the semi-
professional league at Sezaku
province, completed his hat-
trick even before the opening
game reached the halfway
mark. Matsuki's strike partner
Suzuki the other goal fo take
the Japanese to a seemingl
unassailable 4-0 lead at t%ne
breather.

Tall defender Taku Watan-
abe then settled the issue mid-
way through the second session.

The flattering victory of the
mediocre selection from Japan

against the leading Indonesian
club not only put them in a
comfortable position in Group
D of the 12-team fray, but also
firmly incorporated the coming
of age of Japanese football,

Although the Japanese ap-
peared-tentative at the start on
a rain-soaked fast field, they
never looked behind once Mat-
suki beat an off-side trap to
open the floodgate in the 16th
minute.

The nimble forward, who
was irrepressible with his sud-
den bursts of speed and con-
summate wizardry with the
ball, made a wicked run to get
hold of a nice Nobushia free-
kick before rounding off the
Pandang custodian Zulkarnine
Zakaria. '

Suzuki doubled the margin |

See Page 11 Col 8

One in every five people who
avail government health ser-
vices has to make 'unofficial
payment' to health workers, ac-
cording to a survey report sub-
mitted to the health ministry
recently.

Payments have to be made to
all — from doctors down to se-
curity guards — at the govern-
ment hospitals and health cen-
tres for proper healthcare. The
amount ol such payments
ranged from Tk 30 to 100, the
report quoted those concerned
as saying.

The survey covered 26,207
households in 44 thanas and
four metropolitan areas.

The baseline service delivery
sunreﬁ was part of the ongoing
Health and Population Sector
Programme (HPSP). It was con-
ducted by an Amgﬁﬁan consult-
ing agency in February and
Mgrchgthisyyear =

DUHHI%aH visit to hospitals in
greater Rajshahi and Jessore
regions, this correspondent
heard many of the patients and
their relatives (clients) com-

laining that they were to pay
or services, in addition to reg-
istration fees. 'unofficial fees'
were charged by many of the
doctors, they alleged.

"l paid Tk 40 to one of the
doctors for treatrnent of my ail-

By Naimul Haqg

ing son. I was told that the doc-
tor would not give any prescrip-
tion if did not pay the money,"
Asgar Ali Mollah told this cor-
respondent at Jessore Sadar
Hospital. .

A client at Chaf)ianawabganj
Sadar Hospital alleged that he
had to pay for two laboratory
investigations. The laboratory
technicians 'refused to give
blood test results unless 1 paid
them Tk 10 for each report, ' he
said.

Many clients also com-
plained that they were to make
payments while taking delivery
of 'free medicines' from hospi-

BNP MP Alamgir

Kabir released

By Staff Correspondent

BNP lawmaker Alamgir
Kabir, who was arrested in
April last for his alleged in-
volvement in a double-murder
case at Atrai in Naogaon, was
released from Dhaka Central
Jail yesterday afternoon.

Leaders and activists of BNP
and its front organisations re-
ceived the party MP at the jail
gate at 3 pm.

Detective police arrested
Alamgir Kabir MP near Jatiya

See Page 12 Col 8.

Better healthcare only when one
- makes 'unofficial payment'

tal store. "Hospital staff behave
decently when we make extra
payment and we also get 'ad-
vantage' in case of diagnostic
services" one of them said.

The authorities in some
thana health complexes in
Magura, Faridpur and Ra-

jshahi, however, claimed that

they delivered medicines as per
requisition and charged no ex-
tra fees.

A number of clients at out-
door sections in different hos-
pitals said that some of the doc-
tors and their assistants of-
fered to provide ’'quality ser-
vices' if extra payments were

made in advance.

Despite being aware of such
illegal 'practices’, the authori-
ties have taken no action as yet
in this, many clients alleged

During the survey, lack of

" medicines and poor quality of

those were cited as a common
problem. Lack of facilities was
also a major problem.

When contacted, a senior
health ministry official said,
"Until people start getting bene-
fit from Essential Service
Package (ESP), such corrupt
health workers would continue
to. draw unofficial payments
from innocent clients. But im-
mediate action is needed to re-
move suffering of the clients.”
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Opposition plans
'big' procession
in city Monday

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance is taking "massive
preparations” for its "mass pro-
cession” in the eity on Monday
to protest government's deci-
sion to provide “corridor facil-
ltﬁitu India in the name of tran-
s

: ment,” alllance sources
said.

BNP and its three alliance
components — Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and Islamic
Oikya Jote (I0J) — will bring out
separate "mass processions”
from different parts of the city
on the day.

The parties will organise a
‘grand show" to demonstrate
people’s opposition to the gov-
ernment move as well as to
drum up support for future agi-
tation programmes including
the September 12 sit-in demon-
stration in front of the Secre-
tariat, they said.

But a conflict between BNP
and JP over the meeting venue
for Monday's mass procession
is yet to resolved. Both the par-
ties have sought the authorities’
germjssinn to assemble at the

altan Maidan for bringing out
their separate processions.

The authorities have how-
ever given permission to JP as
it reportedly applied first.

But a senior leader of city
BNP said the party announced
much earlier that it would to
hold its pre-procession meeting
at the Paltan Maidan.

See Page 12 Col 4

BNP to decide
today whether
to join JS

session

By Staff Correspondent

A crucial meeting of the BNP
Parliamentary Party meeting
will be held at the Sangsad
Bhaban at 7 pm today.

The meeting is lil{ﬂ]}' decide
whether the party lawmakers
will attend the Jatiyva Sangsad
session beginning tomorrow.,

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament

m Khaleda Zia will preside
over the meeting, said a press
release.

« Chief Whip of the Opposition
Khandaker Delwar Hossain has
asked the party MPs to attend
thé meeting on time.

The meeting is being consid-
ered crucial as the party may
decide to boycott the JS session
to protest the government deci-
sion to provide transit facility
to India, sources pointed out.

A number of BNP MPs told
The. Daily Star that the party
may not join the session and
the announcement will be made
after today's parliamentary
party meeting.

Meanwhile, Jatiya Party at a
presidium meeting Thursda
night decided not to join the Jg
session on the same ground.
Jamaat will follow the BNP and
:.IFi sources said.

JP won'’t join

JS session

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party has decided not
to join the Jatiya Sangsad ses-
sion beginning tomorrow un-
less the recent Cabinet approval
of transhipment facility to In-
dia is withdrawn.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the party presidium
Thursday night.

Party Chairman HM Ershad
presided over the meeting, said
a press release. s

The meeting denounced the
transhipment facilities to India
saying that such arrangement
might jeopardise the country's
sovereignty.

It expressed deep concern at
the 'growing tendency of by-
passing the parliament' in im-
portant decision-making pro-
cess. The government was mak-
ing the parliament 'a rubber
stamp of the Cabinet.'

The meeting, participated by
21 presidium members, also
condemned the 'confiscation of
passports' of party leaders, Naz-
iur Rahman and Kazi Firoj
Rashid.

Young man
murdered
In city
By Staff Correspondent

A young man was murdered
by hired goons near Da}ri‘:i;%anj
bridge in the city's Demra thana
area on Thursday night.

Police and hospital sources
identified the dead as Swapon
19, a resident of 12/2 Par Gan-
daria in Demra thana area.

Police said Swapon was
killed as a sequel to previous
enmity over land dispute with
his neighbour Shafiullah.

Hospital sources quoting his
relatives said that Swapon had
a quarrel with Shafiullah re-
cently and Shafiullah hired an
armed gang to kill Swapon

The gang called Swapon out
of his residence and took him to
a place near the bridge and
stabbed him.

Swapon was rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal where the attending doctors
declared him dead at about
11:30 prm. x

The body was sent to DMCH
morgue for autopsy. el
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