Bangladesh’s gulistan| Khaleda continues anti-transit campaign
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Flowers give Panisara people a living
By Reaz Ahmad, back from Jessore

The day dawns with birds
chirping and tuberoses bloom-
ing at Panisara, a serene coun-
tryside some 25 km west of Jes-
sore towr.

Tuberose and gladiolus grow
in plenty at Panisara. Besides,
people of the area also grow
various types of rose as well as
ma.%%ald and hed&a—plant.

e lucrative flower produc-
tion on a commercial basis is
now spreading also to some
other areas in Jhikargachha,
Sharsha and Monirampur
thanas of Jessore and part of
Chuadanga.

"But what makes Panisara
an exception is that it is in-
creasingly being known as
flower garden of the country.” a
local public leader said. Of some
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5000 acres of land under flower
cultivation in the area, around
4000 acres are at Panisara; ac-
cording to official statistics,

During a visit to the area, a
number of local people told this
correspondent that all of them
were directly or indirectly in-
volved in flower cultivation
and trade. The entire area from
Gotkhali bazaar on Jessore-Be-
napole highway to Panisara
has virtually become flower
lovers' paradise

During the peak season,
Panisara flower growers sell
about 250 bundles of tuberose
per day
Each bundle contains up to
3,000 sticks of tuberose. The
flowers find their way into
flower marketls in the capital

Tamarisk turns a green Panisara even greener

at Gotkhali bazaar. .

and from there these are sup-
plied to markets in Chittagong,

Sylhet, Rajshahi, Bogra,
Khulna and some other dis-
tricts.

Sirajul Islam Dhali, a

tuberose cultivator, recalled
that the process was initiated
by one Sher All almost two
decades back. Ali also estab-
lished a marketing channel.

“Today, Panisara people can
sell flowers worth about Tk four
lakh a day. But we had bad
times in the past. Traders in

Dhaka used to cheat us, make
payments late and in small in-

stalments. Now we sell flower
on cash payment”, said Mujibur
Rahman, a young flower trader
from the area.
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BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia led some 500 vehicles carry-
ing her party's leaders, MPs,
and activists on a one day
‘mini- road march" from
Dhaka to Bhairab yesterday to
protest the government's deci-
sion to give transit to India.

Vowing to resist the move,
she called upon the people to
join the August 30 mass proces-
sion in Dhaka and. sit-in-
demonstration in front of the
Secretariat on September 12,

Khaleda, also the leader of
the opposition in parliament,
began

e march from Shahaedi

Faruque Road at Jatrabari at 11
am after addressing a huge
gathering.

She then proceeded to ad-
dress meetings in Nawapara
Jamdani Palli at Tarabo, Rup-
Eanj thana and Bagbari, Arai-

azar thana in Narayanganj
district, Madhabdi, Panchdona,
Palash thana, Itakhola Bazar,
Shibpur thana, Barichabazar,
BElﬂBD thana and Nilkhuti,
Raipura thana in Narsighdi dis-
trici and ended the march with
a public meeting at Bhairab
stadium in Kishoreganj dis-
trict.

Kader Siddiqui vows

to fight AL ‘cancer’

‘I don’t take initiative without

being sure of success’
By Nazmul Ashraf

Rebel Awami League leader
Kader Siddiqui, MP has vowed
to "free his party {rom cancer,
make it pro-people and truly
democratic”.

He says the current AL led by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is "no longer acceptable to the
people, which has deviated
from its ideals and is in the gri
of anti-liberation forces anrf
the killers of Bangabandhu™.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, the valiant freedom
fighter described his move to
reorganise the AL as a step to
slop the rise of anti-Liberation
forces in the country. “Neither
Sheikh Hasina, nor Khaleda
Zia or H M Ershad, who now
lead the nation, had any con-

iribution to the liberation of
the country,” said Siddiqui,
who was among the few civil-
ians to be awarded the second
highest military award -- Bir
Uttam -- for his valiant role in
the War of Liberation.

‘| don’t take any initiative
without being sure of its success.
Maybe, I'll not be able to see the
success in my lifetime but
others will definitely do,” a
confident Siddiqui said.

Disclosing his plan to this
paper, he said he would first re-
sign from the Jatiya Sangsad
from where he was elected on a
ticket from the “illegal” leader-
ship of AL,

"My resignation may

See Page 11 Col 8 ™ -

take

By Rezaul Karim

From Jatrabari to Bhairab,
tens of thousands of people
from far flung areas sponta-
neously assembled in the
meeting spots and road sides to
cheer the former prime minis-
ter with the sheaf u? addy -- the
election symbol of BNP-- in
hand. She replied by waving
back to thermn.

A large number of gates were
erected from Kanchpur bridge to
Bhairab. The gates were in-
scribed with slogans greeting
the marchers and protesting the
transit move. Supporters ev-

erywhere chanted

move to give transit facility to
India.

The opposition leader al-

leged that the government in its

last three years' rule did not
keep a single pre-election
commitment to the people. But

it is implementing one after
another all the pledges it gave to

India.

The BNP chief said the AL
will ultimately give corridor to
its masters on the pretext of

transit or transhipment. She

slogans
against the government and its

expressed the determination to
resist the pgovernment move
even at the cost of life.

"Three people have already
laid down their lives to resist
the move to give corridor to In-
dia. We have taken oath on the
blood of the three martyrs to
resist the government's evil de-
sign. If necessary, we will give
more lives, but we will never al-
low the government to give
transit facility to India,

"We can’'t allow India to
transhi its troops and
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The BNP convoy heading for Bhairab as seen by Star photographer Amran Hossain from
Kanchpur Bridge, on the outskirts of town.

Star photo: Reaz Ahmed

Kamal snubs Khaleda’s
CHT formula

Eminent jurist and leader of
Gano Forum Dr Kamal Hossain
yesterday opposed the demand
of Opposition leader and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia to rehabilitate the slum
dwellers in Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

“This demand in no way can
be supported.” Dr Kamal said in
an interview with Bangladesh
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS).

Stressing the need for con-
struction of planned housing
for the slum dwellers under a
city plan, the Gano Forum
leader said that the attitude of
utilising the poorer people as

tools of politics and power must

be avoided,

It will not be proper to do or
say something tEat might dis-
mi)t peace process in Chittagong
Hill Tracts, Dr Kamal said,
adding thal the people of the

country expect tolerance from
all quarters for establishinf(
peaceful atmosphere in the hill
AIredas.

He said the 'settler issue' as
initiated by late President Ziaur
Rahman was a major cause for
creation of unrest in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in post-
1975 pertiod.

Dr Kamal suggested discus-
sion on the existing political
differences on this issue for re-
solving the problems. But to ag-
gravate the problem instead of
resolving it cannot be expected,
he added.

Refuting the allegations that
he was exploiting the slum
dweller issue for political pur-
poses by taking stand against
the eviction of slum dwellers.
he said his politics was not
aimed at capitalising the help-
lessness of the poorer section of

people.

Terming slum as a problem
of the city, Dr Kamal under-
scored the need for forging na-
tional consensus to find out
proper ways to solve the prob-
lem.

He advocated the idea of cre-
ating "satellite town' in the sub-
urbs of Dhaka city under a mas-
tfl-.r plan to build the capital for
all.

Referring to the verdict of
the High Court on the eviction
of slum dwellers, Dr Kamal said
all concerned should abide by
the verdict of the court.

To an another gquestion
whether a section of NGOs trade
on slums, he said the NGOs
carry out their activities with
the approval of the government.
So0. it is the responsibilities of
the government to look into the

irregularities of the NGOs, if
any.

Two killed, 200 hurt
in B'baria clash

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Aug 26:
Two persons were killed and at
least 200 people including 31
policemen were injured durin
a gunfight between two riva
groups of villagers in the sadar
thana last night. -

The dead were identified as
Farid Mia, a school student of
village Shuhagpur and Sabur
Mia, a rickshawpuller of village
Charchartala,

Farid succumbed to bullet
injuries on way to the sadar
hospital while Sabur was
chopped to death during the
clash.

According to police and wit-
nesses, the clash was sequel to
an altercation between the vil-
lagers over a football match
that was held five days ago.

About one thousand people
of two villages — Charchartala
and Shuhagpur - were locked in
clashes that began yesterday
evening.

Thsy used firearms and ex-
ploded crackers during the

clash that continued for about

seven hours.
On receipt of information.

the OC of Ashuganj thana along

with a police team rushed to the
spot. Failing to bring the situa-
tion under control. he sought
reinforcement from district
headquarters.

The Additional District
Magistrate and Additional Po-

lice Super reached the spot with

a huge contingent of police.

At one sta%e the clashing
groups attacked the policemen,
injuring 31 including an ASP
(Circle).

Police fired blank shots and
lear gas shells to disperse the
clashing groups,. .

The injured were admitted to
Brahmanbaria, Ashuganj and
Bhairab hospitals.

The bodies were sent to
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital
for autopsy.

No case was filed till filing of
this report at 9 pm today.

Certain US-bound garment

shipment may get stuck

The US government mmay
impose a temporary embargo
on export of garments under
categories 347/348, 352/652
and 647/648 when their quotas
for the current year will be ful-
filled, possibly by next month.

The restriction will be in
force till the next quota year

begins in January 2000, souirces
in the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) and the Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) said.

Trousers and shorts are ex-
ported under category 347 /348,
underwear under category
352/652 and trousers under caf-
egory 647 /648,

uota fulfilment rates for
these categories were very good
this year because of good de-
mand in the US market. Till
August 18, the fulfilment rate
was 76 per cent for category
347/348, 69 per cent for
352/652 and 70 per cent for cat-
egogvecﬁil?fﬁ‘tﬂ.
ause of high demand, the
quota under category 347/348
was raised in the middle of this
year by re-adjusting it with
other categories having lower
demand.

"Exporters will suffer if a
tem ralgv embargo is imposed
by the U government on these
categories,” BGMEA Vice- pres-
ident Nurul Huque Sikdar said.

The apparels which have al-
ready been shipped will not be
allowed to enter the US market
till the next quota year begins,
he said. *This will cause great
loss to the exporters because
thev will have to wait for sev-
erat months to sell those.” he

added.

Aok vl Dl wale SILuA-
tion is "not alarming" for
Bangladeah because it may face

~ -4 t.barge on export

By Rafiq Hasan

of Farments under one cate%;’:ry
only. The US government has
already imposed embargo on
export of three categories of
garments from India and one
category from Sri Lanka. he
added.

Bangladesh faced a tempo-
rary embargo on export under
categories 634 and 340 in Octo-
ber last year as their quotas
were fulfilled. Coats were ex-
ported under category 634 and
shirts under category 340.

80 feared

killed in
Indian road

accident

NEW DELHI, Aug 26: At least
80 people were feared killed
Thursday when a bus plunged
into an irrigation reservoir in
the southern state of Kar-
nataka, domestic news agencies
said, reports AFP.

The accident occurred about
30 kilometers (18 miles) off De-
vanagere town. the United News
of India (UNI) and Press Trust of
India (PTI) said.

UNI said six bodies had been
recovered so far from the tank.

The victims were Hindu pil-

rims who were returning to
evanagere after offering
prar%ers at a local temple.
inety-four people were
killed at the same region of
Karnataka on June 7 when a
bus packed with 150 people
veered off a bridge and rolled
into a reservoir after one of its

tyres burst.

The sources however said
they suspect that huge quanti-
ties of garments were exported

" to the US this year under cate-

gory 347/348 by forging EPB
€xport visas. Apparels might
have been exported also from
other «countries  using
Bangladeshi name tags, they
claimed.

When contacied. Abdur Raz-
Zzda(q. Director General of EPB's
Textile Cell, said some un-
scrupulous traders may have
exported garments forging visa
documents. Investigation is
going on to detect the garments
companies involved in the
forgery, he said. No EPB official
was found involved in the
fnrg{:%. he said.

en asked, a BGMEA offi-
cial said there is no possibility
of a US embargo on garments
export from Bangladesh because
of visa forgery.

Bangladesh is going to par-
licipate in introduction u?an
Electronic Visa Information
Delivery System (LEVIS) in the
US customs very soon to detect
forgery and stop it, he said.

arlier, EPB suspended ac-.
tivities of 21 garments factories
after those were found involved
in forging 106 export visas in
the last two years. About 12

lakh pieces of a;iﬁa:els were ex- -

ported by using the forged visas.

Foreign ship
catches fire

From Staff Correspondent |

CHITTAGONG, Aug 26: A
foreign vessel caught fire this
morning at jetty No 11 of Chit-
tagong Port, port and fire
brigade sources said.

Rupganj
refineries
return to

normal
Star Report

The vegetable oil refineries
in Rupganj which came under
attack from local hoodlums
Wednesday resumed production
yvesterday afternoon after a
team of policemen took charge
of security of the premises.

However, in the morning
yesterday, the alleged vandals
who had led Wednesday's attack
returned to terrorise the offi-
cers and employees once again
until the 10-strong police team
arrived at 1pm.

The vandals damaged
equipment, disconnected phone
lines, took away some valu-
ables and beat up the officers
and employees of City Vegetable
Oil Mills and three other adja-
cent factories at Uttar Rupashi,
Rupganj, some 20 kilometres
off Narayanganj town.

Fazlur Rahman, the owner
of the factories, has alleged that
Wednesday's vandalism was led
by Altaf Hossain and Habibur
Rahman, both local Awami
League leaders.

The Tk 150 crore City Veg-
etable Qil Mills and other facto-
ries owned by Rahman refine
more than a third of
Bangladesh's edible oil re-
quirement and produce flour
and other such items, The prod-
ucts are marketed under the

opular brand name Teer
Arrow),

“The administration

sponded positively after the re-

orts in the media,” said Fazlur

hman, one of biggest corpo-
rate taxpayers in the country.

Rahman alleged that his re-
fusal to pay toll to the political
activists drew. their violent re-
sponse,

re-

the four retirin

HC restores
retiring
IFIC directors

By M Shamsur Rahman

The High Court has declared
‘null and void" the election of a
director of IFIC Bank at its an-
nual general meeting (AGM)
presided over by a chairman it
had appointed,

The court order followed ob-
jection by a former director
who alleged that election of four
IFIC directors at its 20th AGM

was illegal,

Earlier, the HC had ap-
pointed Barrister Ishtiag
Ahmed to chair the AGM and
submit a report within a
month.

The AGM held on July 5
elected ASF Rahman, Salman F
Rahman, Shafiul Islam and A
Matin Khan. The report was
submitted on August 4.

Later, former director AM
Aga Yusuf filed a written objec-
tion against the report sayin
the chairman of the AGM acteﬁ
illegally in allowing A Matin
Khan to seek election as a direc-
tor "as there was neither nomi-
nation nor recommendation”
by the directors for his election.

He also said that election of
Matin Khan was in violation
Articles of Association since all
directors ex-
pressed their willingness to be
re-elected and there wWas no
scope for Khan to be allowed to
seek election in the absence of
any nominations or recom-
mendations.

See page | | Cnlé

Australia beat
Sri Lanka
by 27 runs

COLOMBO, Aug 26: World

. champions Australia beat Sri

August 27
Azan Jamaat
Fajr 4-10 4-15
Juma 12-15 1-20
Asr 4-45 5-00
Maghrib | 6-40 6-45
Esha 8.00 8-30
Source: Islamic Foundation

Lanka by 27 runs in their day-
night one-day matchg in the tri-
nation Aiwa Cup tournament
Thursday at the Ranasinghe
Premadasa Stadium here, re-
ports AFP.

Australia scored 241 for
nine in their allotted 50 overs
and dismissed Sri Lanka at 214
all out in 47.1 overs.

Tribunal,

Presidential appeal to
the Bench and the Bar

Quick disposal of justice can restore
confidence in judiciary

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has called for quick
dispensation of justice so that

ople do not get frustrated and
ose confidence in the judiciary,
reports UNB.

"People come to court seek-
ing redress of their grievances.
Undue delays in getting justice
due to backlog of cases or
avoidable adjournments must
be stopped,” he said inaugurat-
ing Bar Vocational Course at
Osmani Auditorium in the city
yesterday. '

The President reminded that
the sole duty of the lawyers lies
with the courts which are en-
trusted with the responsibility
of enforcing the law. Lawyers
are called the officers of the
court. It is their solemn duty to
assist the court in disposing of
various cases between the par-
ties.

“"Both judges and lawyers are
equally responsible for dispen-
sation of justice. Punctual at-
tendance and full utilisation of
court hours are indispensable.”

Underlining the importance
of training of lawvers, he said
there is no alternative to
training and motivation in de-
veloping awareness about and
commitment towards the legal
community with a view to es-
tablishing a society based on
the rule of law.

President Shahabuddin de-
Flnred that in recent years the
igh standard of drafting and
advocacy of the old days had

Sayeedee wins
at Supreme
Court

By SC Cnrrespﬂndént

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday al-
lowed the appeal of Jamaat-e-
Islami leader Moulana Delwar
Hossain Sayeedee, setting aside
the judgements of the High
Court Division and the Election
passed in an election
case filed by Awami League
leader Sudhangshu Shekhar
Halder.

By the judgement, the elec-
tion case was dismissed and the
election of Sayeedee became
valid.

The Election Tribunal, Piro-

jpur, in a verdict delivered on

May 19, 1997 gave directive for
re-election in Gharghata
Polling Centre and cancelled
the election in Pirojpur-2 Con-
stituency of the Jatiya Sangsad
held in 1996.

Sayeedee appealed before the
HC against the Tribunal judge-
ment. Sudhangshu Shekhar
also filed a cross-appeal.

The HC in its judgement de-
livered on December 7, 1998 not
only upheld the Tribunal

judgement but also pave direc-

tive for re-election in Baroi-
bunia polling centre.

Advocate Khandker Mah-
bubuddin Ahmed assisted by
Barrister Moudud Ahmed and
Abdur Razzak moved for Say-
eedee. Barrister Rafiqul Hoque
with advocate Probir Halder
and Shashangka Shekhar
Sarker represented Sudhangshu
Shekhar Halder,

fallen alarmingly.

"The reason, I suppose, is
that the senior lawyers on ac-
count of heavy pressures of
work and other preoccupations
could not devote much time to
the training of their pupils as
much as was done in the old
days."

He observed junior advo-
cates do not get the opportunity
to learn and to be groomed by
their seniors unlike in the past.

Besides, he said, there is a
large number of lawyers seek-
ing admission into bar now.
The senior-junior ratio has
changed unfavourably against
such opportunities, which were
available in times when the
profession was not so crowded.

Appreciating the pro-
grammes of the Legal Education
and Training Institute (LETI) of
the Bangladesh Bar Council, the
president said it had under-
taken a great task in preparing

a future gﬂneratinn of lawyers
committed to code of conduct
and ethics.

It aims at Fiving efficient le-.
gal service to litigant public and
maintaining standard and
dignity.

He said such role and per-
formance of lawyers would not
only enhance the image of the
profession, but also help in es-
tablishing a society based on
the rule of law.

Shahabuddin said the train-
ing institute also set up moni-
toring cells in all District Bars
with the help of trained human
rights lawyers.

Chief Justice and President

_of LETI Mostafa Kamal presided

the ceremony. Law Minister
Abdul Matin Khasru and Bar-
rister Amirul Islam, Vice-
chairman of Bangladesh Bar
Council were among others who
addressed the inaugural func-
tion.
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