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Matter of Governance

HEN will the government wake up to the tyr-
annization of business and industry by extor- '
-lionist goons? The news reports of extortion-related
abduction and murder have passed us by. The com-
plaints aired by chamber body leaders from time to
time about terror toll hanging as the Sword of
Damocles over their heads and incapacitating them
in their pursuit of industrial and trade activities .
have also fallen on deaf ears.

But overwhelming all these comes now to the fore |
the narrative of systematic coercion and torture suf-
fered by Fazlur Rahman, an industrialist running
the Tk 150-crore City Vegetable Oil Mills and three
other factories at Rupganj, 20 kms off Narayanganj
town. Rahman's story published by our newspaper
on Thursday graphically described the storming of
his establishment by a group of two dozen miscre-
ants led by Altaf Hossian and Habibur Rahman,
both alleged to be local leaders of the ruling party
having a ‘close contact’ with AL MP Maj Gen (retd)
K M Shafiullah. As well as having assaulted five of
the industrialist's employees, damaged his equip-
ment and taken some valuables from the factory
they are purportedly preventing his workers from
going to the police station or the hospital for treat-
ment. The terrorised place is said to be guarded
now by a police posse of five only. Rahman has
demanded justice saying that if the government did
not intervene soon enough he would have to close
down his huge industrial establishment. This could
reduce edible oil supply to the market by thirty per
cent of the total availability. The proximate reason
for his industry being attacked by the goons whom,
by his own admission, he has been paying toll all
the time to survive, was his refusal to give them
contract. He did not want to let them in like that; so
he thought it safe to offer them goods on credit
instead of the contract they were apparently ‘recom-
mended for,’ :

Fazlur Rahman at some grave risk to his life and
limb and the industry he runs has volunteered to
lay bare his ordeals. He has also told names in a
manifestation of personal courage that has become
a rarity these days. This also underlines how
pushed to the walls he must have felt not to be able
to keep his predicament to himself any longer. We
thank him for all this and urge the government to
bring the culprits to justice.

Beyond that legal action, the government ought
to feel obliged to take, it is also imperative for them
to realise that this has been basically a failure of
governance, one time too many. That there is a link-
age between governance and industrial activity has
been amply underscored by the Rupganj incident.
The ruling party has to disassociate itself from ele-
ments that use its sign-board to-do what they want
which often amounts to acts of economic sabotage.

How Long Will This Eviction Continue?

E first phase of ‘heroic’
I operations by thousands of
police and BDR appears to
have been successful. Different
arts of ‘eriminal’ Dhaka now
ear vivid signs of their victory:
thousands of jhupris (shanties),
home to thousands of
‘delinquent’ children. old people
and working men and women
have been destroyed. Around 50
thousand people, ‘saved from
being bulldozed’ have joined the
thousands that are already in
the streets. They were forced to
come to terms with the grim
reality that they don't have the
right to live even in a jhupri,
that they don't have the right to
try to live a better life. They
have to live under the mercy of
thugs moving around with
strong ‘legal’ authority.

The law enforcement in
Bangladesh has ‘developed’ a
lot. Its police, BDR have now
bezn modernized appreciably
and are very smart-looking in-
deed. Smartly dressed and
driving around in awe-inspirin
vehicles, they exude an air o
supremacy, thanks to the hard-
earrted foreign currency
throuigh the labour of poor, des-
titute: people like garment work-
ers. But unfortunately, the
main brunt of their brute force
falls 1not on the thugs, but on
the poor and destitute ‘scum of
the society’.

Anyrbody who witnessed their
‘clean-up’ operations in the last
few days would agree that our
police and BDR members really
behave like Royal Bengal tigers.
Their blood-curdling roars turn
their victims into meek lambs.
They are capable, within min-
utes, of demolishing jhupris,
fruits ol years of love’'s labour.
They are trained to land effi-
cient flying kicks on children
and wonlen and capable of de-
stroying their belongings with
maniacal ecstasy. It seemed like
they were: telling those defeated.
ruined garment girl workers
they kickied out of their jhupris:
'yes, we got training and
equipmerit purchased by the
dollars you earned working
round the clock for the country.
Now, take the rewards.’

The poor working people,
specially children, aged ones
and womern, seem to be perfect
targets for practice for these
‘law’ enforcing agencies where
they can display their heroic

rformances. However, on the

ip side of the coin, these very
same 'law-cnforcers’ possess a
much kincler, gentler, almost
servile personality when they
stand in front of godfathers of
criminals, powerful and influ-
ential Kkillers, rapists, women
traffickers, druglords etc. and
they behave like pet cats. These
small fries usually are given
assignments to perform in the
slums.

The mastans, drug dealers,
sex-traders; living in bastis are
allegedly in the pay-roll of police
authorities or big criminals with
political power. The slum
dwellers sometimes fail to un-
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Bulldozing slums :

implications

Sir, Better late than never. Late, but why in
such a hurry. without any notice whatsoever to
the poor slum [amilies (the same style prevailed
in Tanbazar)? Unless it was a surprise raid to
trap the terrorist dens — alleged to be swearing
allegiance to the godfathers of the different
political parties who wish to exert their influ-
ence by hook or by crook. It is easy to disperse
the poor families, but the real birds had flown
away. Sell-defence against whom?

The surrender of armed bandits has been
faked, according to a section of the press. Why
the newspapers cannot bestow the benefit of
the doubt in their editorials? This is one way to
express no-confidence,

Is this police blitz just for the unnatural
death of one policeman, when there are thou-
sands of political and unattached goondas at
large whom the police are able to spot but not
arrest; can and do arrest, but they slip out on
bail (depends on how they were charge-sheet-
ed)? This type of “moody governance™ has to be
explained to avoid public misunderstanding.

whatsoever even

create conditions for eventual declaration of an
emergency condition constitutionally. However,
the investment return is questionable. and
might ricochet.

If the intention of these actions are in public
interest, then the next targets should be the
unlicensed drivers and unregistered vehicles in
the metropolis; followed by raids on the pave-
ment hawkers. The land grabbers should be on
alert to take evasive action; while the secretari-
at stalf are licking their wounds,

Well, let us have a crisis in Dhaka. The odds
look even.

reaction would
human,

A Husnain
Dhaka

MPs’ telephone bill
relief fund

Sir, The publication of the list of names of
‘honorable’ MPs not paying the telephone bills
Is an appreciable social responsibility by The
Daily Star. DS did publish this list once before
but it appears that publishing of such list once
in a while fails to create any impact on our ‘not
caring’ MPs,

I request to publish this list every week for
the next six months with names. With this
effort, the DS and the public can try to force
some MPs to give in their due bills.

Additionally, | propose the creation of ‘MPs
Telephone Bill Relief Fund' for those who de-
clare their financial incapability of payments.
The conscious public through this fund will
organise payment of their bills.

hypocrisy?

as if such novel

Dr. M. Rafiqul Islam
© " Dhaka
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Killer medicine!

Sir, I narrate hereunder my nightmarish
experience at Birdem Hospitzd, Dhaka recently
while attending a patient who was admitted in
a very critical stage at the age of 75. The doe-
tors in such critical case of diabetes prescribed
insulin injections. Finding no improvement

doctors suspected foul play. Accordingly, one of
the injections was sent for laboratory testing.
“The result revealed contents to be soap water
inside the insulin injection ampoule. These
injections were purchased from the pharmacy
of Birdem Hospital.

Unfortunately, in spite of such monstrosity,
the doctors were found to maintain a callous
silence, obviously they are hand in glove with
these criminal elements. I, therefore, appeal the
Minister for Health, the Director General of
Birdem Hospital,
and right-thinking people to ensure that such
criminal elements reccive exemplary punish-
ment to the maximum extent for their indul-
gence in collective killings of the innocent

Is the regime fond of living from crisis to cri- | Patients.
sis? The preceding successive crises are easy to s, D
recapitulate: the public uproar over approval
on principle of T;htfI transit Ef Indian goods; the Logistic Shipping Services Ltd,
grey MiG purchase; the new political pollution Chittagong
in BUET and JU; the official chasing of the sex
workers of Tanbazar. It is not difficult to go on .
building unstable pockets if the intention is to Abllﬁlllg dEpﬂl‘tEd souls

Sir, Two of our heads of state, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Ziaur Rahman, were the
victims of political assassinations. For losing
one’s life in such an unnatural way, the general

But, it appears, the politicians, especially in
Bangladesh, (who are also human beings),
‘react in different ways, depending on the politi-
cal polarisation. It implies that death is not the
leveller; at least not in the political arena!

A dead person is not subject to legal judge-
ment in the human court. A death sentence by
the court is also a severe kind of punishment:
and it is not assassination, and it is respected
legally and socially (religiously it is also accept-
ed otherwise there would be mass movements),

In our country, as Muslims, the dead are
criticised by the politicians as a general prac-
tice. Is it proper, when we pray “may his soul
rest in peace”, and then assert it is not

How to look at this disturbing trend in our
society. Nobody might dare to cite even the ac-
cepted fatiwa on this issue, as he would imme-
diately be branded negatively by a section of
the politicians or vested interest

Deaths and killings leave trails: but political
assassinations seem to bug us for generations:

country and there are no historical precedents.
It is time to debate this issue openly and pub-
licly, to get it out of our mind as it becomes a
moral issue, with due respect to legal proceed-
ings, which is a different issue altogether.

after one week. the attending

all other relevant authorities

be similar universally, and

group,

actions take place only in this

Confused Citizen
Dhaka
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. Views expressed in this column are the writers’ own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those
views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published. I

derstand the way things work
in our sociely and start believ-
ing that police is ‘gariber band-
hu'. So when mastans torture
them, collect tolls from them or
forcefully turn their homes into
a cache for arms and drugs
through intimidation etc.. they
inform the police in the hope of
redress. But it doesn't take
them too lunﬁ to get disillu-
sioned when those mastans af-
ter initial hazards, if any at all,
come back with renewed
strength and f[uror and the sim-

~pletons have to pay the price,

Home minister after ordering
the demolition of slums by
bulldnzin%]and burning told the
press with strong confidence
and a discernible pride that all
the slums in Dhaka city would
be removed as those had be-
come dens of criminals. He said
if slums were allowed to grow
on government lands then the
whole of Dhaka city would turn
into_a big slum (Daily Star,
9.8.99). What a discovery! Is
Dhaka yet to become a big
slum? What else can Dhaka be

» with the present ruling class,

its development strategy and
the lumpen socio-economic
scenario? How can a city, with
more than 60% of it's popula-
tion living in exireme poverty
appear other than a city of
slums? The home minister may
not notice it since the neigh-
bourhood he lives in is far re-
moved from the slums and
completely different,

Mayor of Dhaka city Mo-
hammad Hanif also supporied
the eviction programme and ex-
pressed his strong determina-
tion to get rid of rickshaws,
hawkers and bastis to beautify
Dhaka city and create a peace-
ful environment for its citizens.
After all, he must be feeling an
utter sense of impotence for not
being able to address himself to
the big issues in hand; issues
like severe air pollution. land-
grabbing (or lake-grabbing for
that matter), deforestation of
the: Osmany Uddyan ete, So
how else can he exercise his
power except over poor people?

In fact, nobody can support
the cruel existence of the slums
where more than 3 million peo-
ple of Dhaka city live, We all
want permanent solution to this
slum problem. We want
bashatis(lhuman settlement)
and not bastis (slums). But why
and how has Dhaka become a
city of slums? Who are respon-
sible for it? Who need slums
and poor people? Who create
and recreate them? Public fig-
ures like Mohammad Nasim or
Mohammad Hanif know the an-
swer well. They know people

who have made fortunes at the
expense of millions of poor
slum-dwellers; who use the
poor people in elections, in

by Anu Muhammad

public meetings, in shows of
strength, for bringing in forei
‘aid’ to be actually consumed
the rich in the end. They know
their friends in rural areas who
are capable of creatin% a situa-
tion that forces people to mi-
grate.

The whole episode of eviction
reflects hypocrisy, contradic-
tions and cruel jokes from the
ruling elite. Another joke came
from the Prime Minister herself,
who, after two days of the de-
molition spree became kind
enough to propose 5 crore taka
for rehabilitation programme for
those who were scattered all
over under the sky. The destiny
of this money however, is any-

body’s ﬁuess.

Xt this point, 1 would like to
summarize the hypocritical
statements and steps of the
authorities in this regard as fol-
lows:

The authorities who are in
fact creators, protectors, friends
and guides of the mastans-
criminals, have come out in
thousands to bully tens of
thousands of helpless people
into abandoning their hores,

Jforcing them to live under the

sky in the name of eradicating
crime! On the other hand, the
godfathers are being invited to
sumptuous dinners and given
honour and protection as
V.1.Ps,

Governments always love to
inform us that our main
strength lies in the garments
industry and a major portion of

overnment revenues come
rom export earnings from this
sector. Ironically, the workers
who make this possible are al-
ways abused and cheated by
the people of power -- owners,
mastans and police. Eviction
from their home and hearth is
the latest incident.

The Government and the all
powerful civil society on the one
hand are [ull of praise for the
microcredit programme but, on
the other hand, are very an-
noyed with those who want to
earn their livelihood by invest-
ing an amount that is compa-
rable with microcredit. The
amount provided by the micro-
credit programme is not enough
to start a shop in any Plaza of
the city. The money could help
one start a business on the
footpath only.

Unable to save state-owned
industrial enterprises and cre-
ate a congenial atmosphere for
the development of private sec-
tor industry. governments in
this country have always ad-
vised people to rely on self-em-
ployment. In fact, for a lon
time, people have survive
mostly through their own hard
labour and creative ideas with-

out much help, if any at all,
from the government. They
hardly expect any favour from
the government but they cer-
tainly don't want any repres-
sion. But whatever they do to
stay out of harm'’s way, they be-
come vicious targets of the
‘mastan-police-local rulin
party leader-governmernt official’
cliqgue. Even after giving this
clique their dues in both cash
and kind, these self-employed
people are unable to protect
themselves from government
cleansing programmes.
According to
statistics, revenue allocation for
development and poverty alle-
viation has increased over 500
per cent during the last 15
ears, but the question is what
appened as a result of this
huge increase? Less than 2
cent of the poor population
could cross the poverty line.
The decrease in the number of
poor Eeople in rural areas has
gone hand in hand with an in-
crease by the same number in
the urban areas. Thus the
inuch-vaunted huge 'success’
stories of poverty alleviation in
rural areas was actually in-
vented to serve as a cover-up
for the exodus of poor and
hungry people to the mega city
of Dhaka in search of jobs.
Governments have been ex-
pressing their determination to
destroy jhupris to give security
to the citizens and to give
Dhaka a better look. But, who
are the citizens? What are the
criteria of being a citizen? The
people who are always under

-the threat of eviction and all

sorts of uncertainties are the
majority in Dhaka city. Are they
not citizens of this country? In
19th century western countries,
only propertied males were rec-
ognized as citizens. After long
period of struggle and changes
in the socio-economic forma-
tion, the foundation of that sys-
tem has been weakened. But
it's legacy continues to this day,
as people's power could not
have sufficient import on the
social system to transform it
into a people-oriented one. We
see slavery-type systems in var-
ious sectors in our country in-
cluding the much acclaimed
ﬁarments industry, much to the

etriment of the well-being of
the society. And to make mat-

ters worse, the government has
kicked these poor day-labourers
out in the streets in the name of
cutting crime and beautifying
the capital city. Most of these
people are in fact, not consid-
ered citizens except during elec-
tion times.

Rehabilitation is really a
joke. Only a few days ago. evic-

tion operation was successfully

overnmen
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completed in Tanbazar and
Nimtoli brothels. More than
3000 girls and women who were
oppressed phase by phase at
different levels were forced out
in the streets. They accused
mastans and also the police for
looting their years’ earnings.
About 300 of them were force-
fully taken to a rehabilitation
center only to be disillusioned
and they ran au‘r%?r to revert to
prostitution. ithout any
shame or hesitation, the gov-
ernment is still claiming that
they had carried out the evic-
tion to rehabilitate the girls,
Rehabilitation in a society
where women traffickers, sex-
traders, rapists, illegal commis-
sion agents, extortionists and a
corrupt police force have the
upper hand, is nothing more
than a day-dream.

The eviction of slum-dwellers
in Dhaka city has rendered
more than 50000 people home-
less, putting more than 15000
girls, including infants, into a
very vulnerable situation and
most of them are undoubtedly
going to fall easy prey to sex-
traders. Meanwhile, the Gov-
ternment Rehabilitation Pro-
gramme in support of a larger
scale eviction continues.

Slum-dwellers are under at-
tack on the grounds that the
slums proliferated illegally on

overnment lands., Now sl{m'r

wellers don't live in slums for
free. These Bastibashis pay rent
to Bastimaliks. Question is, why
attack these poor slum-dwellers
instead of the dakhaldars or il-
legal khaznadars or bastimaliks
that really are the ones who
broke the law? They are the
powerful leaders, mastans of
the area. They live in buildings
built by the money collected
from poor bastibashis. These
maliks will be hardly affected by
the government's cleansing pro-

ammes. It's just a matter of

me before they will be plan-
ning for another round of illegal
activities in the very same lands
the poor people were evicted
from.

On 12th August, in a protest
rally held in Muktangon, ignor-
ing heavy rain, some poor
women who received wounds
while being physically assaulted
by the police during the eviction
operations, broke into tears.

ey put forth the following
questions and comments to the
government leaders:

. You call us drug deal-
ers. Those who are involved in
the drug business are rich peo-
ple who earn millions and live
in Baridhara, Banani, Gulshan
and not in slums. Look for the
real criminals there. But we
know you will not go there.

* Do we produce drugs:
Heroine, Phensidyl? How do
these get into the country when

your bahinee is so active? Why
should we be scapegoats of
your failures?

-, You call us criminals,
but we are always terrified and
tortured by mastans protected
by your people. That's why
whenever we tried to inform po-
lice about criminal activities
within the basties we faced
more trouble than before. Your
people brought in arms, drugs,
they fought each other and you
put the blame squarely on us.

» You cried and begged
for our votes, promising that
fmu would bring changes in our
ives. Is this the change you had
in your mind?

* Who raped 15 year old
Yasmin, 7 year old Tania ? Who
was responsible for the dead
body found in the DB office wa-
ter-tank? Who raped female
university students? Who
openly move with arms? What
have you done to punish them?

4 Where will we go?
Once we were forced to leave
our villages either due to ero-
sion or because we had to for-
feit our lands to loan sharks or
rural jotdars. Now you are
forcing us to leave Dhaka. We
want to work hard for a better
life; we want to educate our
children. We are not criminals.
What are we being punished
for? For believing in your elec-
tion campaign rhetoric?

Anybody may ask why this
eviction campaign has become
so important for this govern-
ment? Is it to make the way
casy for some powerful gang-
leaders to grab khas lands for
building supermarkets or
apartment complexes? Is it to
rearrange basties in order to
raise the prospects of the com-
ing election and to ensure a
monopolistic control of the rul-
ing Eart_v over the criminal net-
work? ls it to show foreign
powers the authority of the pre-
sent regime? Or is it to hide
failures in other areas?

Time will tell what the real
motive was behind these cruel
evictions. But the question re-
mains where will these lakhs of
people; most of whom are
women and children, go? Vil-
lage politics ejected them from
their dwellings before. Now they
will have to go somewhere.
Where? Mantripara? Sangshad
Bhaban? Police line......? No?

In that case, doesn't the gov-
ernment realise that these poor
people, when pushed to the ex-
treme, might take the law in
their own hands in despera-
tion? Wouldn't that lead to an-
archy? Will anybody in the gov-
ernment pay heed? :

The author teaches Eco-

nomics at the Jahangirnagar
University, Dhaka.

OPINION

Newly Discovered Mass Gravein Dhaka Opens Old Wound of 1971

by Dr. A.H. Jaffor Ullah

As
workers dug in Pallabi
[Mirpur) to extend the

square-footage of a Mosque,

they find remains of young
adults. It was a mass grave.

During the nine-months period

in-1971 from late-March to mid-

December when our struggle for

independence was raging every

which way one can look, a large
number of shallow mass graves
were dug by Pakistani army and
their cahoots all over the land
to bury the victims who were
innocent and ‘unarmed
Bangalees of age group 16
through 32.

Aller a long 28-year silence,
a mass grave was accidentall
unearthed in Mirpur, whic
used to be a stronghold of both
Pakistani military and. their
buddies in 1971. With the dis-
covery of shattered human
bones and skulls in the newly-
found mass grave in this site,
more questions are now being
asked than the forensic experts
can answer with certainty. One
thing is very clear though: the
victims were all Bangalees and
they fell prey to gratuitous
killinﬁ by the Pakistani army
and their right-hand men.

The Pakistani army and their
cahoots, to muzzle the political
aspirations of freedom-loving
Bangalees, butchered an as-
tounding three million Ban-
galees and raped in excess of
quarter million Bangalee
women. Pakistani authorities
had denied this all along by
saying that the number claimed
by the Bangalees was exagger-
ated.

I wonder how would they re-
spond this time — now that the
identity of one of the many
grave siles had been unearthed.
However, if history is any guide,

IT is a fortuitous finding,

jib went all the wa

Pakistani administration would
look the other way assuming

that nothing ever happened in

erstwhile East Pakistan.
As the dedicated forensic ex-
Eerts are piecing together the
ones from the mass grave, an
outrage is being heard in
Dhaka, where the bodies were

unearthed, Hundreds and
thousands of ple around the
capital cit ad never heard

from their loved ones who sim-
ply had vanished in the thin air
during the nine-month period
in 1971. For them, the news of
the discovery of a mass grave is
too heartrending. The shat-
tered bones those were found in
the mass igrave are a grim re-
minder ol what might have
happened to their loved ones.
Thus, the old wound was
opened one more time after all
these years.

Pakistani army and their ac-
complices have gotten away too
easily after the surrender on
December 16, 1971. Bengali
Gerniocide was never publicised
in the West too vigorously in the
early 1970s by Awami League
leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
for whatever reasons. To add
insult to the injury, Sheikh Mu-
to Islam-
abad to shake hands with Zul-
likar Ali Bhutto, the Sindhi
politician who goaded the Pak-
istani army in 1971 to crush
our freedom movement and
start the genocide. What did
motivate Sheikh Mujib to visit
the architect of Bengali Geno-
cide is a total mystery. Never-
theless, it was an insensible act
on the leader’'s part and it un-
dermines the sacrifice of mil-
lions who gave their lives to
make Bangladesh a free coun-

try.

~ Fortunately, this is not
19705 or even 1980s. As we

stand now to greet the new mil-
lennium, Bangalees of
Bangladesh are recapitulatin%
the bloody events of 1971, an
they are now saying: "how in
the world Pakistani army got
away with the crime they have
committed against humanity?"”

Of course, there is no easy
answer to that. However one
thing seems for sure, our lead-
ers from that period must have
been myopic not to see that a

ievous error was being made

cause we did not urge the In-
ternational Tribune at The
Hague asking them to try the
Pakistani army officers who vio-
lated the civil rights of Ban-
galees and committed crime
against humanity during the
nine-month erioi

It is comforting to know that
quite a few army generals, offi-
cers are still alive, and they are
passing theirs golden period in
the comfort and company of
their loved ones. For example,
while Lt. General Gul Hassan
lives in Vienna, Austria, Lt.
General Tikka Khan could be
found somewhere in Punjab.
Lt. General “Tiger” Niazi is a vo-
cal retired officer who is always
eager to talk about the “fall of
Dhaka."

The generals know that their
hands were once tainted and
smeared with Bangalee bloods.
At this time, what is urgently
needed is a comprehensive list
of all the army officers who were
involved in gratuitous killings of
Bangalees during the nine-
month period, Mind you that
not all of them had to be physi-
cally present in the Kkilling
ground. Lt. General Gul Has-
san may say that he did not
visit the killing field. But we

‘bring the

have corroborating evidence
from Lt. Col. Z.A. Khan's mem-
oir “The Way It Was” in which
the author clearly mentioned
that Lt. General Gul Hassan
visited Chittagong during May-
June, 1971 to make sure that
sweeping operation and geno-
cide were progressing according
to the blueprint made at the
army headquarters in
Rawalpindi/Islamabad.

Amidst new hopes, there's
despair as well. We are baffled
that the present Bangladesh
Administration of heikh
Hasina is not showing any in-
terest whatsoever in urging the
International Tribune at The
Hague, The Netherlands, to

rul%ua- retired Pak-
istani army officers to the court
of justice for the commission of
the crime of Bengali Genocide.

This is rather mind-boggling
because Sheikh Hasina was
dead serious about repealing
the ‘Indemnity Ordinance' im-
mediately after she took office
in the summer of 1996. She
put her mind and effort into it
and was able to repeal the ordi-
nance, which paved way prose-
cution of the guilty parties who
killed her father, mother, and
other family members. But
ironically, she doesn't seem to
care much about the mass
killings done by the Pakistani
army. All she has done thus far
is give lip-service to the geno-
cide issue. Had she been very
serious about it, she would
have raised the issue with the
International Tribune.
Nevertheless, so far, she has
not done that to the best of this
writer's knowledge.

Now that new evidence of
Pakistani army atrocities has
been unearthc) in Dhaka, we

should ask the Western press to
visit the grave site and tell rest
of the world the extent of atroc-
ities committed by brute Pak-
istani occupation army in
Bahgladesh.

Bangladesh being a develop-
ing nation may not have mod-
ern forensic tools like preserv-
ing and analysing the biological
samples. Likewise, DNA restric-
tion length fragment polymor-
phism (RLFP) analysis that
would be very valuable in differ-
entiating one victim from the
other and possible identification
via RLFP of the family members
those who are alive would be
extremely helpful.

Two things have to happen
now. First, through writings
Sheikh Hasina Administration
should be made aware that

Bengali Genocide issue should
be retrieved from the back
burner. Second, Western news
reporters should be:invited to
visit the unearthed mass-grave
site and beam the news of
atrocities to the rest of the
civilised world. With proper
publicity, we might be able to

persuade international body to

re-investigate Bengali Genocide
of 1971.

It will be deemed too big a
crime on our part if we shy
away from publicising the follies
of Pakistani army officers. The
horror stories of our freedom
light no matter how ugly and
grucsome it was should be told
in clearest term to the rest of
the world. The sooner we do
this, the better off our mother-
land will be. So, why wait
then?

The author is a senior re-
search scientist; he writes from
New Orleans, America

The Style

by Abul M Ahmad

ONITORING the print
media it reveals that
some right-minded per-
sons in the society (a micro mi-
nority) are not happy with the
style of governance of the pre-
sent regime. Only some areas
inviting criticism (why invite
criticism when it could be
avoided through judicious deci-
sions?} are touched upon below.,
but the general tremf?:ﬁuld be
essed from the pattern un-
eashed upon the powerless or-
dinary citizens who have none
to back them when the guardian
is polluted.

Constantly chanting like a
mantra “Jatir Janak Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man’s Awami League’s "gouv-
ernment of Sheikkh Hasina" (it
is. the government of
Bangladesh, plain and simple),
leaves a bad taste in the mouth
and an unpleasant ringing in
the air, after listening to the
parrot-like propaganda thou-

‘sands of times, day in and day

out by the sycophants who have
nothing much to offer the na-

of Governance

tion than third class platitudes
and pointing out the deficien-
cies in others. Are all
Bangladeshis toll and tale col-
lectors?

One example is the illegal al-
lotment of Rajuk plots in
favour of party workers which
has severely damaged the credi-
bility and imaﬁe of the regime
(see Editor ahfuz Anam's
comment D5 July 16). How-
ever. the PM had the sense to
cancel it. Why she does not take
action against some of her dis-
creditable advisors? That
would be in public interest
(there are black sheep in Eevery
organisation). ,

Abusive and vicious lan-
guage are used by the party lead-
ers when it is not necessary.
The snubbing tone has to be
eliminated — it is very provok-
ing (the Aleaguers are proud of
themselves, so are the others).
There is a popular tendency to
pass on the buck at the slightest
opportunity. During a change-
over, both the liabilities and
the assets are taken over; as no

society or administration is
erfect, and every issue cannot
EE handed over in a perfect
condition. Why grumble over
the pending list?

The party is unrealistic in
its approach to problems, and
looks at national problems
through party lens. All deci-
sions need not be political; as
there are other disciplines (it
means only politicians can
take decision, nobody elsel).

The leaders get lost in the
ungle and talk from the

ranches and the leaves; forget-
ting about the roots. They come
from the same society, armed
with the same garbage! One
cannot disown one's society and
its weaknesses. Corruption has
become institutional and per-
sonalised, and it is accelerat-
ing. The governors cannot pro-
tect themselves! Intolerance
has a distancing effect, and one
cannot learn anything, as the
invisible wall intervenes, There
is no political ventilation in
this country; so we all have to
suffer by paying the price. It is a

sort of toll payment, for politi-
cal services not rendered.

The blatant politicisation of
the institutions, posts and
priﬂle&es have exceeded the av-
erage limiits expected or prevail-
ing in developing societies.
Now, here it is open and naked.
The grabbing culture has to be
stopped. It is, plainly speaking,
anti-national,

The style of governance is
seriously eroding the ethics and
morals of the society; and the

pie c.nnot look to the state
or relief. The regime of the gov-
ernment o Sheikh Hasina,
daughter of Bangabandhu, has
not announced any programme,
Hruject or campaign of even the

rst phase of the operation
(who will draft it?).

There is too much suppres-
sion around. and too many
court cases against opponents.
Why so much reliance on the le-
gal steps? Meet the people. not
the lawyers. Who are advising
Sheikh Hasina the Prime Min-
ister, and Sheikh Hasina the AL
leader? These two types of ad-

vice may not coincide all the
time: and may also not be con-
centric,

As one correspondent
pointed out (DS, July 16}, she is
acting more as a party boss
than as the Prime Minister of
the country. She has to separate
the party and the state in her
dual capacity; sometimes very
clearly. She has to draw the
line, using her own judgement
as PM. As PM, why she has to
reveal that she is an Awami
Leaguer? It is not necessary all
the time. A government works
in an anonymous manner,
without naming names.

The Al leaders consider
themselves the wisest bunch of
mortals in Bangladesh, accord-
ing to their sell-estimation and
practices. They have to come
down to peer level (respect for
others). They are talking down
to 'inferiors' all the time. They
are out to teach lessons to every
body! Question: what per-
centage the jail and hajat occu-

ancy has increased during this

regime? o



