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Indonesia plans quick pullout

if E Timor rejects autonomy

DILI, East Timor, Aug 26 :
Indonesian troops will pull out
of East Timor within six
months if East Timor rejects
autonomy in a landmark refer-
endum next week, an Indone-
sian spokesman said Thursday,
reports AFP,

The announcement came as
thousands of people took part
in the final rally backing In-
donesian sovereignty in the
former Portuguese colony
which will vote on its future
next Monday. | '

If the people of East Timor
reject autonomy under Indone-
sian rule, Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas and armed forces chief
General Wiranto want a gradual
withdrawal to prevent a secu-
- rity vacuum, said Indonesian
government task force
spokesman Dino Djalal.

"Alatas and Wiranto have
said three to six months ... we
don't want to leave a vacuum

here, there has to be some con- -

Australian military placed on alert

tinuity,” Djalal said.

There are between 12,000
and 15,000 Indonesian militaty
and 8,000 police in East Timor,
according to foreign military
observers,

Djalal said he was unable to
give a firm date for ratification
of the vote by Indonesia's Peo-
Fle’s Consulative Assembly
MPR].

But the assembly is to con-
venes on October 1 and he said
gﬁf_uuld be passed by mid-Octo-

There are mounting fears of
violence as pro-Indonesian
leaders have warned of guerrilla
warfare if the referendum is
only narrowly one by sepa-
ratists.

The United Nations has said
it will strengthen its civilian
police force in East Timor after

“the vote, and the UN Mission in
East Timor (UNAMET) sources
say there could be a change in
their advisory role.

-donesia;

Representatives from In-
Portugal
United Nations were to meet in
Lisbon on Thursday to discuss
further measures for East
Timor after the vote.

The task force spokesinan
told reporters the choice East
Timorese make on Monday will
be final. "This is a permanent
choice, there is no going back."”

After some 10,000 indepen-
dence supporters marched in
Dili on Wednesday, the pro-In-
donesian show of force began in
a cloud of engine exhaust as
close to 200 motorycles led off a
procession near the headquar-
ters of the Aitarak militia in
Dili.

In contrast to the previous
day's festive atmosphere, some
residents said the militia had
hijacked many vehicles for the
rally.

‘Meanwhile, the Australian
Defence Force was Thursday

and the

placed on alert to evacuate Aus- | .

tralians as fears intensify of a
violent reaction to Monday's
historic autonomy ballot in
East Timor.

More than 200 Australians
are in the territory to witness
the vote and with vioclence
flaring Thursday, Defence

Minister John Moore said the

government was taking no

E%her report says, three
men, including two indepen-
dence supporters, were shot
dead Thursday in clashes on the
fringes of a pro-Indonesian
campaign rally in East Timor,
witnesses said.

A member of the pro-In-
donesian Aitarak militia
gunned down an independence
su{i:pnrttr in Dili's downtown
Kuluhun area while a police-
man shot dead another pro-in-
dependence man suspected of
inci_lting violence, the witnesses
said.
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Commander of the pro-Indonesian "Aitarak" militia Eurico Guteres leads pro-autonomy
- supporters through the streets of Dili Thursday. The pro-integration marchers took to the

streets on their last day of campaigning, while the pro-independence supporters will
conclude today the official campaigning for the August 30 UN-sponsored ballot on the

future of East Timor.

— AFP photo
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The Royal Air Maroc Boeing 737-400 stands at El Prat Airpo

rt in Barceluﬁaﬂ Thursday after
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!;he conclusion of a_hijacking attempt. The hijacker of the plane, which was forced to land
in Barcelona, was a 45-year-old Moroccan who was apparently mentally disturbed. He gave

himself up to police after a six- hour drama. All 77 people on board, 68 passengers and 9
Moroccan crew members, were released unharmed.

— AFP photo

Monitors hope

New Indian govt will

sign CTBT

VIENNA, Aug 26 : Heads o the
organisaion which oversees the
1996 Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) said
Thursday they hop a new Indian
overnment will sign it "fairly
soon" after forthcoming
elections, reports AFP.

They also expressed opti-
mism that a conference in Vi-
enna in October will give a "po-
litical . push” to the landmark
nuclear treaty, which must still
be ratified by several key coun-
tries before it can enter into
force.

"The top priority when it
comes to new signatures .. is re-
ally India and Pakistan," said
Wolfgang Hoffmann the execu-
tive secretary of the prepara-
tory commission for the Com-
}};‘ehensive Nuclear Test Ban

ta_lt'z Organisation (CTBTO).

“The process of talking with

these two countries is now in
abeyance now that everybody is
waiting lor the outcome of the
Indian elections,"” scheduled for
September/October, he told

« AFP:

"Only aiter these elections ..
will we be able to talk again to
th new Indian governmerit and
what we hope is that we will
start again al the point where
the talks ended .. If we can
achieve this then I think we
have a fair chance to have an
Indian signature fairly soon."

The CTBT was adopted by the

UN General Assembly in
September 1996, but before it
can _enter into force it must be
ratified by a list of 44 countries
judged to have nuclear facili-
Lies.

So far only 21 of the coun-
tries on that liszt have ratified.

er polls

Hoffmann confirmed that a
conference to review progress
will be held in Vienna on Octo-
ber 6-8, saying he hoped it
would be held a ministerial
level,

Under the terms of the
treaty, subsequent review cor-
ferences could be held annually
if key states still do not sign.

"We are optimistic and we
hope that we won't need a sec-
ond conference,” said CTBTO
chairman Mokhtar Reguieg. "It
will depend on the states, and
what measures they take to to
accelerate the entry into force
of the treaty."

Holfmann said: "It might be
that this first conference will be

sufficient to give a political

push. But we can’'t say where we
will be a year from now."

Probe into
Kandahar
blast begins

KABUL. Aug 26: Afghanis-
tan's ruling Taliban movement
said today it was investigating
the huge blast outside the
residence of its supreme leader,
Mulla Mohammad Omar, in the
southern city of Kandahar,
reports Reuters. .

A Taliban officials said
from Kandahar that authorities
were looking into Tuesday
night's explosion that killed at
least 10 people, including three
of Omar's security guards, and
wounded more than 40.

"No suspect has been ar-
rested. We are at the earlier
stage and can't give you details
of the investigation now. With
God's grace, the culprits of the
incident will be traced soon.”
the official, Jahangirwal, told
Reuters.

High-intensity explosives
packed in barrels in a truck
caused the blast, the first in the
Taleban's seat of power.

Kandahar is where the Is-

lamic movement originated in
late 1994,

DPRK demands
direct talks
with US

SEOUL, Aug 26 ; North Korea
on Thursday demanded direct
talks with the United States on
a dispute over its maritime bor-
der with rival South Korea,
spurning calls for it to raise the
issue directly with Seoul, re-
ports AFP.

The renewed call came just a
day after the United States an-
nounced it would be holding
talks with the communist state
in Berlin next month in a bid to
improve its ties with Py-

unlgyang. suspected of planning
a fresh missile launch.

"The issue of fixi the de-
marcation line in the West Sea
(Yellow Sea) of Korea is an issue
related to the armistice agree-
ment,” the official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency said in a dis-
patch monitored here.

A poor village woman tie

g a wristlet on Prime Minister

Atal Behari Vajapayee's hand at his residence in' New
Delhi Thursday to mark the Hindu festival Rakhi, where
sisters tie coloured thread on their brother's wrists in
refurn for pledge to protect their life and honour. The
poverty-stricken unidentified woman-sought Vajpayee's

help.
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India to airlift aid for Turks:

India will airlift its first consignment of relief assistance for
the people affecled by the recent earthguake in Turkey yes-
terday, PTI reports from New Delhi.

It will consist of 9.5 tonnes of surgical items, medicines,

mainly antibiotics, and

tea.

Pak PM in Turkey to offer sympathy:

Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif embarked on a visil 1o
Turkey Thursday to offer his sympathy to Turkey's leaders over
last week's devastating earthquake that killed thousands. AP

reports from Islamabad.

"l am proceeding to Turkey this morning to personally
convey to the president and primme minister of Turkey our sense
of grief and sorrow on this unparalleled tragedy," Sharif said in

a departure statement.

Floods kill 126 m Ne

Floods and landslides in Nepal have _
yesterday, Reuters reports [fom

since June. an official sai
KRathmandu.

since June:
illed at least 126 people

At least five people were Killed and 17 missing when a river
breached its banks flooding a village in Nepal's Terai region on

Tuesday night. said Khem Raj Neupane, a senior bureaucrat.
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Moroccan plane
hyack drama

ends peacefully

BARCELONA. Aug 26: A lone
hijacker seized a Moroccan air-

‘liner on a flight to Tunisia and

forced it to land in Spain
overnight before freeing all 81
people on board and surrender-
ing to police early today, re-
ports AFP.

The hijacker, a 45-year-old
Moroccan whom officials de-
scribed as "mentally unstable,”
had originally demanded the
Royal Air Maroc plane be refu-
elled after landing in Barcelona
and then flown to Frankfurt,
Germany. -

After five hours of tense ne-
gotiations, he freed his hostages
unharmed and gave himself up
€. The pistol he
had brandished during the hi-
jacking turned out to be a fake,
officials said. ,

David Bonet, spokesman
for the Catalonia regional gov-
ernment, said the motive may
have been a desperate bid to em-

igrate to Europe, but that re-

mained unclear because the hi-
jacker kept changing his story
to investigalors.

The hijacking began at 2015
GMT when the man seized con-
trol of the Boeing 737 on a
scheduled flight ' from
Casablarnca to Tunis and di-
verted it north to Barcelona's El
Prat Airport. '

The plane was parked on the
tarmac away from the termi-
nal. About 200 police and Civil
Guard members cordoned off
while negotiations were con-
ducted by radio.

_The man claimed he was one
of three hijackers holding the
plane but authorities guickly
realised he was acling alone, a
Epgnish goverrunent source
said. .

Officials at first reported the
plane was carrying 88 people.
But after the hijack drama was
over, a final count showed only
73 passengers plus eight crew
members on board. d

Most of the passengers were
North Africans, but there also
French, Germans, Swiss, Ital-
ians, Dutch and Canadians
among the group.

India denies nuclear

cooperation

with Israel

NEW DELHI, Aug 26; India
yesterday denied having any
nuclear cooperation with Israel
and asserted that its ties with
Tel Aviv will never be pursued
at the cost of our multi-faceted
relations with the Arab coun-
tries, reports PTI,

"We would like to emphasise
that while we have good rela-
tions with Israel, there is no
nuclear cooperation between
the two countries, an External
Affairs Ministry spokesman
said in response lo a guestion
adding India's support to the
Arab and Palestinian causes
continues unchanged,

He was asked about media
reports on the statement made
by Deputy Secretary General of
the Arab League Mohammed
Zakaria in which he made a
reference to nuclear coopera-
tion between India and Israel.

Hundreds leave HK
homes after
landslide

HONG KONG, Aug 26 : Hun-
dreds of people have been evac-
uated from their homes in a
Hong Kong public housing es-
tate after a landslide sparked by
rain in the wake of hoon
Sam, a government spokesman
sald Thursday, reports AFP.

Some 439 people have regis-
tered for temporary shelter af-
ter the landslide late Wednesday
threatened three tower blocks
in Kowloon, he said.

Residents on Thursday re-
turned to their homes to collect
belongings without knowing
when they could go home for
good. The government has tem-
porarily closed two blocks
pending work to stabilise the
nearby slope. .

Typhoon Sam, which hit the
territory on Sunday, was the
wettest on record, according to
the Huﬁ Knniﬂhsenratnry. A
man died after his hut collapsed
in flooding. :

Militants vow to combat
farce' polls in Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Aug 26 : A key
KashmiriT%uerrilla organisa-
tion said Thursday it had pre-
Fared a plan to counter the
orthcoming electoral "farce” by
India in Kashmir, reports AFP.

"We agpeal to people in In-
dian-held Kashmir to boycott
the so-called parliamentary
elections to demonstrate once

against their love for freedom,” "

the Hizbul Mujahideen said in a
statement,
*. It asked Kashmiris not to
give any direct or indirect coop-
eration to Indians in staging
the "drama” and warned of "se-
rious consequences against
those who betray the national
cause.”

‘Indian authorities have
chalked out a plan to compel
people to vote at gunpoint, fill

ballot boxes with bogiis votes
and gather queues of Hindus
from outside at polling; stations
for propaganda,” the group
claimed. -

Hizbul Mujahideen. consid-
ered the most active group in
the more than a decade: old Mus-
lim separatist campaign in In-
dian Kashmir, said the “fraudu-
lent” election could not dampen
the Kashmiri "freedom move-
ment.”

More than 24,0000 people
have died in Kashmir since
1989, when a Muslim rebel
campaign erupted.

India accuses arch-rival
Pakistan, which administers
part of the disputed state, of fo-
menting militancy in Indian
territory. Islamabad denies the
charge.

Incidents of violence have
been reported daily from In-
dian-administered Kashmir in
the nun-up to next month's par-
liamentary elections. Eight
people have been killed so far
this week, according to the In-
dian media.

Pakistani Premier Nawaz
Sharif on Wednesday vowed
continued “"whole-hearted

moral, political and diplomatic
support” for the "just and gen-
uine struggle of the Kashmiri
people for their right to self-de-
termination”.

Kashmir, where the rival
arimies were engaged in a two-
month confrontation from
early May to mid-July, has
caused two of the three wars be-
tween the neighbours since
their independence in 1947.
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A website for Indian opposition leader Sonia

Gandhi ﬁppears on the internet as part of her

election campaign for India's Congress Party Thursdday. Congress Party leader Sonia
Gandhi has taken her campaigning into cyberspace, offering on-line interviews and up to

date election information available at www.soniazandhionline.com.

— AFP photo

Search for quake survivors
abandoned in Turkey

ANKARA, Aug 26 :@ The
search that began Monday
night for four children believed
trapped under the rubble of a
building in Cinareik, near
Yalova, was abandoned Thurs-
day morning. TRT, the Turkish
state television reported says
AFP.

It was believed to be the last
rescue site remaining, manned
at one point by Germarn, Hul{.{ar—
ian and military and civilian
Turkish rescue teams.

"Total silence was obtained
in the region early Monday and
workers listened for sounds, but
there were none." said the TRT
correspotident on the scene.

The German team. which
had confirmed signs of life on
Tuesday evening, pulled out late

Wednesday after its sophisti-
cated equipment and sniffer
dogs failed to pick up any indi-
cations of life.

The last person to be pulled
alive from the ruins of the Au-
pgust 17 earthquake was a five-
year-old boy, Ismail Cimen,
who 'was rescued by an Israeli
teatn on Monday, also in
Cinarcik,

The last living thing to come
out alive was a caged Earakﬁet
found Wednesday in the quest
for the four siblings.

The mood had beern particu-
larely tense at the Cinarcik site,
probably the final rescue effort:
in the quake-shattered north-
west, where bulldozers have
taken over from sniffer dogs.

On Wednesday, a German

teamn and a Turkish coordina-
tor clashed with the local mili-
tary commander, accusing him
of rushing the operation so that
he ceuld bring in earth movers.

Wednesday night, members
of the Turkish non-governmern-
tal emergency rescue team
AKUT walked out after an alter-
cation with a television crew
providing live coverage with the
promise that “four people will
come out alive from here.”

"We're battling with seconds
here and youre putting on a
show,” the AKUT team leader
complained, before pulling out
his team.

The most recent toll released
Monday put the number of dead
in the quake at 13,009 and the
wounded at 26,606.

Russia strikes Chechen bases

GROZNY, Russia, Aug 26 :
Russian bombers struck
Chechen guerrilla war camps
set up by warlord Hattab who
had earlier commanded a rebel
invasion of neighboring
Dagestan, witnesses of the at-
tack said Thursday.

The late Wednesday bombing
of the Chechen town
Serzhenyurt destroyed three
buildings and injured 10 to 15
locals. It remained wunclear
whether there were any casual-
ties, villager Israil Idigov -told
an AFP correspondent.

Idigov said seven bombs hit
Hattab's base while several
more dropped on the nearby vil-
lage.
agl:n a separate attack, wit-
nesses said Russian war planes
early Thursday struck near the
village of Kizinoy Am, the
birthplace and home of top
rebel commander Shamil
Basayev.

The witnesses were unable to

rt any casualties, Both Hat-
tab and Basayev are cunsidffred

terrorists by Moscow for their
role in this month's invasion of
Dagestan and the 1994-96
Chechen war.

A Russian defense ministry
spokesman cited by the Interfax
news confirmed Wednesday's
strike against Hattab's base.

However, Defense Minister
[gor Sergeyev, cited by ITAR-
TASS while on a visit to Russi-
a's Astrakhan region, denied
Russian jets had crossed into
Chechen territory.

"Combat actions against ex-
tremists have been terminated,”
Sergeyev said. The Islamic
fighters announced a retreat
from Dagestan on Tuesday after
more than two weeks of fighting
with Russian fforces.

The Muslim rebels crossed
into southwest Dagestan on Au-
gust 7, seizing villages as part of
a drive to set up an Islamic state
in the northern Caucasus.

Russian troops blocked ofl
access routes-to Chechnya to
prevent the rebels from return-
ing to their bases.

Clean-up operations contin-
ued, the defense ministry said,
adding that all mines had been
cleared from the villages of
Ansalta and Rakhata in south-
west Dagestan.

Two Russian soldiers were
Injured by exploding mines in
Rakhata and a Russian tank
was destroyed, he added.

In Moscow, Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin declared the 18-
day offensive against Islamist

nmen in Dagestan a success

ut asked his cabinet to observe
a moment of silence for Russian
soldiers killed in battle.

"As we had planned, (the ?34
eration) was carried out swiftly
and with minimal losses. We
congratulate the Dagestani peo-
ple, who came to the defense of
their home,” Putin told a gov-
ernment meeting

"And we thank our soldier
for what they have done in the
interests of preserving security
and wholeness of the Russian

. state,” sald Putin.

[ 7 militants, one

soldier killed
in Kashmir

JAMMU, Aug 26: Govern-
ment forces pursued armed lIs-
lamic militants into jungles
close to the cease-fire line with
Pakistan in disputed Kashmir,
killing at least seven of them
and losing one soldier, police
said Thursday, reports AP,

Government forces have in-

tensified patrolling in the state

‘with voting in India's general
elections scheduled for next
month. A dozen rebel groups,
fighting for secession ﬁg'ém -
dia since 1989, have asked peo-
ple to boycott the elections.

India accuses Pakistan of
training and arming the
guerillas, a charge Pakistan de-
nies. India and Pakistan have
fought two wars over control of
Kashmir since they won inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947,

Acting on a tip from a local
villager on Wednesday, the sol-
diers attacked a jungle hideout
of the guerillas, who returned
fire. The gunbattle lasted sev-
eral hours and left four rebels
and one soldier dead, a police
officer said on condition of
anonymity. Another four sol-
diers were injured in the fight-
ing in Saujjan, a village in
Poonch district, 125 kilometers
(80 miles) north of Jammu. the
winter capital of Jammu-
Kashmir state.

Congress
biggest
enemy: NCP

NEW DELHI, Aug 26: The Na-
ticnalist Congress Party (NCP)
yesterday declared that
Congress leadership was its
biggest enemy and predicted a
split in Congress after the elec-
tions with the breakaway fac-
tion joining NCP, reports PTI.
The biggest enemy is the
Congress leadership. but that
does not mean we are joining
BJP, senior party leader P A
Sangma told reporters here.

Rejecting the charge that
NCP and BJP were speaking the
same language, he said, there is
no question of the NCP follow-
ing the BJP.

He said such a criticism was
being made because of the two
parties were taking up similar
issues — Sonia Gandhi's foreign
origin and a fixed term for Lok
Sabha.

Sangma said Congress would
not reach the three-digit mark
in the polls following a dismal
performance and would split af-
ter the polls. The splinter group
would join NCP, he claimed.

Sonia says
Coalition govts

not in country's
interest

MAKRANA (Rajasthan), Aug
26: Congress president Sonia
Gandhi today said short lived
governments could not do an
good to anybody because suc
governments were formed by
coming together of different

arties for the sole aim of grab-
ing power, reports PTI.

"Such coalitions could bene-
fit only some individuals and
the country is always the suf-
ferer”, she said at an election
rally here.

"People join hands or com-
ing to power but internally they
are poles apart as there is no
meeting point on ideology. This
is how the country saw three
prime ministers in as many
years," she said.

Hitting out at the BJP-
headed coalition government at
the centre, Gandhi said even the
members of BJP were speaking

in different languages. Such
government could not provide a

stable government, she added. ",

Voters in Bellary
unaware of Sonia's

foreign origin

BELLARY. Aug 26: While BJP
leader Sushina Swaraj is seek-
ing to turn the Lok Sabha con-
test here into a fight between
Deshi and Bideshi many voters
in this backward area of Kar-
nataka are not even aware of
Sonia Gandhi's foreign origin,
reports PTL '

Swaraj in her public meet-
ings emphasises that Sonia
Gandhi is a woman of foreign
origin and it is a hght between
Swadeshi (Native) and Videshi
[person of foreign origin), but
marny voters this correspondent
spoke to are not aware that the
Congress President has Italian
origin.

For quite a few of them it is
the name of the Gandhi family
that matters, when asked, one
mahes said Sonia Gandhi is
Indira Gandhi.

One Venkata Rao of a village
under Siri%u}g)pa assembly seﬁ-
ment said | have not heard the
name of Sonia Gandhi, while
27-year-old Manjunatha said
his family always voted for the
Congress.

Izetbegovic to
press charges
against NY Times

SARAJEVO, Aug 26 : The
Muslim member of Bosnia's
collective presidency, Alija
Izetbegovic, is to press charges
against The New York Times for
its article on corruption in
Bosnia published last week,
media reported here Thursday,
reports AFP.

The Sarajevo daily Oslobod-
jenje, quoting Izetbegovic's
spokesman emir Jerkovic,
said the Muslim lEadE{h wass
pre a suit st the
dajf;r a juumﬁiaélﬂ

"In the suit President Izetbe-
govic will say more about the
motives behind this story."
Jerkovic said. :

Jerkovic also said that .

ovic demanded an inter-
national investigation of the
allegations in the article.



