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Indian Election: Rising Curve for BJP?

The BJP seems to have introduced new dynamics in Indian politics, but will that be of any help in the
= upcoming elections? Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz analyses

fo

FTER the BJP-led coali-
tion government in India
fell in March last it was
at once accorded a kind of mar-
tyrdom and there was a spate of
sympathy for its embattled
leader, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee. The Euhlic perception
was that he had been wronged
by being pulled down so uncer-
emoniously. Obviously the BJP
wanted an early poll so that it
_could ride the sympathy wave
so spontaneously created.
On the other hand, the oppo-

sition Congress which could .

sense the prevailing mood after

Thinking leader: Will Sonia be at the top?

its failure to provide an alter-
native %’?vemment favoured de-
lay so that the unsavoury chap-
ter of its politics was forgotten
by the electorate. The Election
Commission, for its own rea-
sons however, scheduled it
rather late — in the months of
September-October - thus af-
fording BJP an opportunity to
head a longest ever caretaker
government. For the BJP it was
a blessing in disguise which the
pacty never anticipated earlier.

. But it is not only this bless-
ing but also the party's political
skill which has contributed

toward making the party a
favourite of the electorate for
the thirteenth Lok Sabha poll,
notwithstanding its non-per-
forming governance of thirteen
months stained with vandal-
ism of the members of the
Sangh Parivar.

It is surprising that the BJP,
a declining party after its State
Assembly defeats late last year
has re-emerged with confidence
almost from its ashes. It has
been able to burnish its image
as the sole custodian of Indian
pride — thanks to the outbreak
of Kargil conflict which pro-
vided it a godsend chance to
wash off its dark spots. Not
only has its Hindutva been
reinvented, but it has also been
given a new gloss with jingoism
aroused in the wake of Indians'
war against Pakistani intrud-
ers in Kargil. Making use of in-
formation technology the BJP
could project the Kargil conflict
— truly a television war — to its
full advantage. As a result, the
BJP now seems poised to notch
up its tally even higher this
time.

The BJP has introduced new
dynamics in India's politics
with its full control over them.
In less than two decades it has
come to be the most powerful

olitical force in the country. It

as swept through the political
space vacated by a century old
Indian National Congress and
smashed the attempts of any
third force taking shape in the
country,

Born in the early 1980s out
of the remnants of disinte-
grated Janata Party of Late Mr
Morarji Desai, the BJP came a
cropper in 1984 election b
winning just two seats in Lo
Sabha, the lower house of In-
dian parliament. By adopting
an aggressive Hindutva stance
and throwing in its lot with the
Ram Temple movement of VHP,
Lal Krishna Advani, the party's
redoubtable hawk put the outfit
on the first track of India's poli-
tics.

In the next general election

in 1989 the BJP put up an im-
pressive show by capturing 89
seats. Thereafter the trajectory
of BJP's success has been one of
uninterrupted ascendancy and
it never looked back. In post

Rath-yatra election in 1991, the

party's tally rose further when
the BJP captured 119 seats thus
becoming the lar%est opposition
grnug in the parliament. Bely-
ing the hopes of the secular op-
timists that with the scar of
Babri Mosque demolition, the
BJP will be down in the dumps,
the party emerged as the single
lar%est majority in Lok Sabha
with over 160 seats in 1996 elec-
tion and briefly ﬂccuﬁijcd the
citadel of power in Delhi.

In the 12th Lok Sabha elec-
tion in 1996, the BJP's record of
a rising curve remained intact
and its tally went further up
with 183 seats. It again cobbled
up its government comprisin
19 assorted parties and al-
liances with a tight frip Over
this heterogeneous body. This is
no mean achievement for a
Hindu Nationalist party in sec-
ular India. It is now about to
throw a modern India of cul-
tural pluralism back to me-
dieval ethos of Hindutva and
push the country into a fascist
mould. But then it is to the
credit of the BJP which has
been able to increasingly carry
the electorate along towards its
dangerous goal.

By all indications BJP will
keep up its records also in the
next election. Even if the BJP
will fall short of getting an ab-
solute majority in a 545-mem-
ber house it is virtually impos-
sible, as the forecasts go, to stop
its onward march. With the

Congress neutralised in India's -

largest state, Uttar Pradesh,
sending as many as 85 members
to the Lok Sabha and its set-
back in Maharashtra where
Congress faces a fresh rival in
Sharad Pawar, such prospect
for BJP has indeed hﬂgﬂte:ned.
Moreover, the BJP's strategy
in alliance making and
favourable seat sharing is by

far the best among the major

political formations. Although
the BJP's vote base has all

through been smaller than that

of Congress, it is, with its adept
handling of the allies, able to
get disproportionately larger
number of seats.

BJP has made full use of its
extended incumbency. Taking
advantage of myriad ambigui-
ties of rules and conventions
with regard to caretaker gov-
ernment of such a long dura-
tion, the party has taken a
plethora of steps to reap elec-
toral benefits.

Seizing on post-Kargil patri-
otic passions, it has introduced
policies that suit only the per-
manent incumbent. Unlike any
interim government it has in-
troduced Agni II, talked of neu-
tron bombs and drawn up nu-
clear doctrine for India osten-
sibly to win over Indian public
hungering for national honour.
Obviously, the BJP will be the
sole beneficiary of all these dur-
ing the 13th Lok Sabha poll.

In the meantime, the
Congress. BJP's main con-
tender, is in bad shape. In spite
of the promises it showed in
last year's State Assembly elec-
tions, it soon stumbled with the
secular forces disintegrating. It
is an irony that many of the
hardcore secularists have today
switched over to the BJP camp.
The Congress itself has split in
several places. Elsewhere it is
victim of severe infightings.
The central leadership is sub-
jected to ineptitude. The minor-
ity votes, traditionally the Con-
gress' preserve, is divided.

The India Today and Out-
look have already conducted
opinion polls showing the BJP
comfortably ahead of the
Congress. In the electoral race
lasting two weeks more it will
be difficult for any other parties
to overtake the BJP.

The whole world is eagerly
waiching how the contenders
will be reaching the finish line
in the world's largest democ-
racy.

What is the

have arrived anywhere else

but we certainly have
reached the end of criticism.
Just as talking is useless and
indeed a strain if no one is
listening to you, a critical
standpoint is- of no use if it
leads to nothing, least of all to
any kind of change. |

Pakistani rulers or at least
the crop we have had since the
re-birth of democracy (some
joke, this}), are averse even to
reading ntws.ﬁapers. Praise and
sycophancy they consider their
due. a merited tribute to their
talent and genius. For criticism
they have no patience.

Nor, much of the time, the
required understanding, How
then do you construct what in
other climes. more salubrious
than ours. is called a national
discourse? There is no such an-
imal in Pakistan.

Indeed over here the printed
word is an anomaly. It feeds the
waters of cynicism, angst and
despair. It gives a powerful
boost to the passion for breast-
beating which i5 one of our
foremost national characteris-
tics. But the printed word has
no effect on national policy. It
has never stopped a government
from committing a blunder or
otherwise traversing the paths
of folly. It has never stopped
anyone in a position of author-
ity from behaving in a wilful,
corrupt or even self-destructive
manner. _ .

Consider the records in of-
fice of Pakistan's leading mon-

IN Pakistan we might not

uments to democracy: Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif, They
have bristled at criticism, con-
sidering it either opinionated
or driven by selfish motives
(which in many cases, alas, has
been true). But they have never,
not once, thought it expedient
or sensible to mend their wa

because of the power of the

printed word. A
iy

The press is far from
perfect and it has more than its
share of blackguards in its
ranks. But generally. from Gen-
eral Zia's time onwards, the re-
sponsible press has success-
fully, and with some ability,

-pointed the finger at govern-

mental blunders and trans-
gressions. But to no effect. Only
the quality of wilful behaviour
has changed. In her first term
Benazir Bhutto and Asif
Zardari were amateurs in cor-
ruption. In her second term she
and her husband became so-
phisticated and bold, stepping
into glaces angels would have
feared to tread. -

Nawaz Sharif's first term
was distinguished by the coop-
eratives’ scam (its victims still
holding on to their useless
pieces of paper], the yellow cab
scheme (which drove a nail into
the banking sector) and the mo-
torway, Pakistan's idea of what
a white elepbant should look
like. In his second term the
proclivity to Egcfur grandiose
schemnes has become more dar-

ing.

Point of Criticism?

by Ayaz Amir

As proof there is the 'Maira
Ghar’ scheme which required
audacity to conceive, With land
seized for free. the povernment,
having become  the biggest
qgabza group of all, and with
construction costs put at an as-
tronomical 650 rupees a square
foot (a rate at which palaces of
Italian marble could be built); it
is hard not to see who stands to

make a killing from this enter-

Erise: the construction

Afghanistan. Yet there is no at-
tempt at re-examining the doc-
trinal foundations of an ap-
proach which poses a serious
danger to Pakistan simply be-
cause it lacks the strength to
suslain the external adventur-
ism implicit in this thinkinﬁ.
Or take Kargil. So much has
been said and written about
Pakistan's deep humiliation in
this crisis. Elsewhere heads
uld "have rolled, hara kiri

ut will criticism or even well- - Wwould have been committed.

meant counsel make a differ-
ence? Not the slightest.

In countries more fortunate
than ours resoluteness and de-
termination are usually ap-
plied to enterprises of some
moment. In Pakistan resolute-
ness stands for persisting in
folly even when every available
sign suggests that it will lead to
self-destruction.

Politicians of course are naot
the only ones to blame. Since
the mid-eighties the English
press, to the extent it could
make its voice heard, has em-
phasized the disastrous conse-
quences of Pakistan's Afghan
policy. But without the slightest
effect on the podfathers of this
Eolir:}r. the army and the [ISI. We

ave reached a point where no
one has any idea of how to deal
with, or curb the messianic zeal
of, the jihadi organisations
whose “proliferation and
strength are a direct conse-
quence of our ambition to be-
come the chess-masters of

Not in Pakistan. where a com-

plete absence of humility on the
part of the prime minister and

his teamn serves only to pour

salt over open wounds. The sad
truth is that in a milieu which.
lives on certainty, and where to
ask guestions is not part of the
national culture, nurturing a

spirit of scepticism is a useless
undertaking,

In brief then, the press in
Pakistan can neither influence
policy nor affect the behaviour
of individuals in ‘authority.
What it is good at doing is at
painting ‘impressions': Be-
nagir's corruption. Zardari's

flamboyant behaviour in fi-
nancial matters, the cupidity of

the Sharifs. their skill in turn-
ing public office to private ad-
vantage, the drugs-and-guns
legacy of the Afghan war, the
disaster of Kargil.

While these are powerful im-
pressions, with a great deal of
emolional content in them,
they are of no use unless ex-

[:ﬂoited by someone and used as

evers of change, Ghulam Ishaq

Khan and General Beg used the
widespread perception of Be-

nazir's corruption to oust her

from power in 1990. Ishag
Khan exploited the perception

of Nawaz Sharif's cluelessness

in office by ousting him as

prime minister in 1993. When

Leghari dismissed Benazir in
1996 few tears were shed be-
cause of the widespread im-

pression that by her actions she

had brought  about her own

downiall,

Events have come full circle.
Despite sinister attempts to
control the press, the press has
been successtul once again in
exposing the
Sharif's second coming; the to-
tal ineptitude of his govern-
ment and its lack of direction.
Kargil bas only served to fix
this perception in stone.

The Sharif government is
thus vulnerable but there is
nothing around to take advan-
tage of its weakness. The system
of checks and balances en-
shrined in the Eighth Amend-
ment lies in our constitutional
unk{lard. Alfter Kargil the army
is licking its wounds and is un-
sure of itself. If the lack of lead-
ership is total, so is the lack of
alternatives. In this situation
revving up the engines of criti-
cism is little better than hurl-
ing javelins into a void.

Courtesy : The Dawn of Pak:-
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s information technology

steadily permeates into

mostly uncomputerised
areas and computer literacy
gains importance in Bhutanese
society, the demand for
software, or programmes. is
swelling in quantity.- quality
and variety, i

Expectedly. a number of
questions have come into focus
in urban centres like Thimpu
and Phuentsholing notabe:
Are there any software design-
ers in Bhulan? If so, how good
are they? Should organisations
in Bhutan use ready-made pro-

rammes available in the mar-

et or custom-made ones?
Which would be suited to spe-
cific local needs? Does design-
ing of tailor-made software re-
quire imported labour?

A cursory glance through
government and public. sector
offices indicates that. in con-
trast to earlier years, the organ-
isations suffer no dearth of pro-
grammers.

These programmers, a ma-
Jority of whom are equipped
with a two-year diploma in in-
formation management sys-
tems from the Royal Institute of
Management (RIM]), are. today
the custodians of computerisa-
tion in their respective offices.
Against the backdrop' of the
climbing demand for software
some among them have success-
{ully developed original soft-
ware and stood out. .

The Bhutan Development
Finance Corporation used local
hands to design an accountin
and inventory package as di
the Royal Insurance Corpora-
tion of Bhutan for a share sys-
tem. The Survey Division has a
welfare fund accounting system
and an automatic guofation
evaluation package written by a
Bhutanese programmer.

While there are a range of

rsonnel information systems

PIS) .currently availag

Commission 'has sought the
services of a notable local pro-

. tem, which has been foun

le or .
used, the Royal Civil Service:

Thimpu's 'Net-men'

IT sector in Bhutan is on the road to development. Kunga T

ammer in developing a uni-
orm system for all government
agencies. And there are
stock/inventory systems, pay-
roll systems and shop billing
systems.

Such systems have come to
the rescue of some who have
fallen victim to the whims of
outside agencies after hiring
them to design software.

The City Corporation is an
example, Its water billing sys-
to be
“problematic”, has the munici-
pal authorities running to the
Bangladeshi firm that designed
the software some years ago for
the slightest repair and modifi-
cation.

“They did not give us inter-
nal access so that they could
maintain their market.” a
spokesman of the City Corpo-
ration lamented. "It is becom-
ing very expensive to bring in

their personnel time and
again."
The Corporation has decided

to discard the entire software
and is now working with a local
Erngrammer on tallnrinﬁ a
llling system that won first
prize at the national IT exhibi-
tion in early June, this year.
- Computer professionals say,
however, that the entire lot of
these locally developed pro-
grammes are basic or simple
systems based on one of the
many programming “"lan-
guages” — such as Visual Fox-
pro, Visual Basic, Pascal, Del-
phi and Microsoft Access —
taught at the RIM.
uch systems have to con-
tend with similarly affordable
readymade systems in the mar-
ket. In the absence of adequate
testing facilities and know-how
in Bhutan the confidence of
users has tended to favour the

According to Mani Pradhan,

_ tested ready-mades. :

Dorji writes

the Deputy Director of the Com-
puter Support Centre in
Thimpu, such trends reflected
the country’'s late start and cur-
rent stage of infancy in the
computerisation process as also
the insecurities therein. The
programmers in Bhutan are
more the answer to mere
teething problems as the use of
IT expands in the country.

Meanwhile, companies that
need i_a.r%fr and more complex
software have had nowhere else
to turn to except software de-
signing agencies beyond the na-
tional borders.

Too inexperienced and ill-
equipped to deal with the supe-
rior technical knowledge of
these global and regional soft-
ware market playvers,
Bhutanese users who have em-
Elﬂy&d the specialised services

ave felt the pinch as well.

The Bhutan National Bank
(BNB) paid a branch of a large
multi-national bank in India.
about $100,000 [about Nu 4.2
million) to wuse their Mi-
crobanker system and has
spent another $100,000 on up-

ating, repairing and main-
taining the system.

Although Microbanker is
said to be used by banks in 60
different countries BNB offi-
cials are of the opinion that the
software is suited more for cor-

orate banking, which has
ewer transactions than retail
banking, which is what the BNB
does.

In spite of its "many advan-
tages” Microbanker is not flexi-
ble, a glitch in the software
which makes the BNB incapable
of certain functions. If, for
example, the Royal Monetary
Authority was to demand a
statement of BNB loans
amounting between, say. Nu
200,00-500,000, Microbanker
would not be able to provide the

information.

As with many other software
developed by outside firms, Mi-
crobanker is coded. Which
means the BNB has limited ac-
cess into the programme and is
unable to make modifications.
Which also means that, like the
City Corporation, most repairs
and adjustments require the
"expertise" of the software
manufacturers.

"There were more advanced
and flexible software available
but they were also much more
expensive,” said the Managing
Director of the BNB, Kipchu
Tshering. "Tn ensure cost-effec-
tivenness we had to settle for one
of the lowest priced ones."

Having paid a whopping
amount for one of the lowest
priced software the BNB has no
choice but to make do with it
through the next seven-eight
years. .

At its main office in
Phuentsholing, the Bank of
Bhutan (BOB) uses a programme
called the Druk Banker. Written
hg an Indian firm in Hyder-
abad, this programme required
that the bank employ a system
engineer of the Indian firm
permanently. The system engi-
neer heads a group of computer-
literates in upgrading and
maintenance of the software
prograrmime.

he buzz now is, how and
when can Bhutan develop the
ability to design complex soft-
ware and break free from de-
pendency?

The optimists believe, very
soon. The Centre itself has
taken steps in this direction.

According to Mani Pradhan.
one of the most challenging
tasks in the IT industry in
Bhutan will be the development
of a Bhutan Automatic Customs
System (BACS), a complex and
heavy programme that inte-

grates in itself other revenue
and customs systems.

The CSC strategy is to float
tenders so as to attract about 15
non-national firms and as
many local firms and then
awarded the contract to a com-

etent joint venture firm
E:-rrned between companies in
the two groups.

"Giving preference to joint
ventures is one way of fostering
effective transfer of technology
to the local partners." said

Mani Pradhan. "Eventually, we
will be able to design advanced

progranimies.”

The other glimmer of hope is
seen in the east, in Kanglung's
Sherubtse CD]IE{%’E, where a fi1 st
batch of 13 students are takiag
a degree-level course in com-
puter applications. -

The three-year course, which
has flexible syllabi that inclu-le
studies in computer fundame:i-
tals and programming, business
practices, language and
communication and modern
trends in the IT industry, is ¢x-
pected to produce competent
Programiers.

"There is an ever increasing
market for all kinds of solt-
ware,  a computer instructor of
the college said. "If our studerts
function as a team after their
graduation they should be alile
to design complex systems."

When she computer applica-
tions course was introduced in
1997-98. the University of
Delhi had said that the course
would "cultivate an intellectual
approach to problem-solving,
as applied to many fields in-
cluding information systerus
and would promote sound
knowledge of software devel-
nﬁment techniques with em-
phasis on scientific and busi-
ness fields."

As the providers of "the
needs of the computer indus
in the future’ the Bachelor of
Computer Application [BCA)
students are ted to be able
to design and develop software
business systems, = Kuensel

inadequacies of

uation is quiet on the India-

Bangladesh border in
Tripura after the exchange of
fire between the security forces
of the two countries.

INDIAN officials say the sit-

"We haven't received any re-
port (of firing) since Tuesday af-
ternoon,” a Border Security
Force (BSF) spokesman here
said as the commandant of the
paramilitary force and his
Bangladesh Rifles counterpart
prepared to hold a flag meeting
to defuse the tension, -

Officals pointed out that in-
cidents of firing were not un-
usual Eﬂ{JHF some sectors of the
4.000-km-long border. The lat-

est exchange took place near Be-
lonja in south Tripura, border-
ing Nowakhall district of
Bangladesh. Additional BSF
forces had been sent to the area
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Fire Exchange Stops

Indo-Bangla border quiets after skirmish, writes
P. Jayaram from New Delhi

and prohibitory orders banning
gathering of people promul-

gated,

Though incidents of this
nature are not unusual. the in-

tensity of firing this time =z

continuing for three days @ had

surprised officials. India con-
sidered the situation serious

enough -for the External Affairs

Ministry to call Bangladesh

Acting High Commissioner Al-
imul Haque for a meeting where
the need for a halt to the firing

was stressed and a flag meeting
between the two sides suggested.

Officials said the firing was
a sequel to a squabble over a
disputed island on the Mauhari
river, which separates the two
countries. Farmers from both
countries cultivate on the is-
to disputes, and
usually officers from the two

land. leading

sides hold flag meetings to
defuse the situation,

They noted that many sec-
tors of the India-Bangladesh
border were porous and smug-
gling was an occupation for set-
tlers on either side, From India,
food-grains, sugar, kerosene,
diesel, cyele parts and
medicines are smuggled, while
some synthetic fabrics and elec-
tronic goods are smuggled into
India.

The officials said the Belo-
nia border was known for
smuggling of small arms and
ammunition into India. In view
of the coming general elections
and reports of intensified ac-
tivity by Pakistan's Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (IS]) in Assam
and other border states, there
was stepped up patrolling of the
area, they added.

--India Abroad News Service

National Heroes and

a Culture of War

Ritu Menon writes against the culture of militarism

HE aftermath of war in our

times has generally been

an elusive peace. "Low-
intensity conflict” is almost
insidious now in much of the
subcontinent and we have
learnt to live with it, much as
we live with the daily crime in
our cities. This, too, is low-
intensity, and persistent.

The last few weeks I have
been seeing and reading the
coverage of Kargil in our na-
tional press and television,
with a growing feeling of alarm
and alienation. The high-
pitched hosannas to our “brave
boys™ who “gave up their today
so that we may enjoy our to-
morrow”, the thousands of
hopefuls waiting to enlist the
glorification of guns, arms.
tanks and, even, the deadly ac-
curacy of the infamous Bofors:
the half-page ads extolling “us”,
decrying "them”, the emotive
coverage of heroes’ funerals,
attended by lakhs of ordinar

citizens: page after page of battle

photographs and lists of those

who have contributed money or

raised funds for the war effort:

the Kargil Consensus shared by

artists. dancers, writers,
sportsmen, film stars.
school children.

What are we glorifying?

Have we forgotten what one
chronicler has called “the pri-
vate life of war™? That it doesn't

take long for brutality to get in-
ternalised and hideous violence
to take place. (If this were'not .

the case, there would be no such
thing as war crimes ) That those
millions of survivors who have
lived through war are seldom
able to understand or come to
terms with the reasons for wag-
ing it. That war is one of those
events that defies assimilation;
by its very nature. Yes, our sol-
diers have “recaptured” strate-
gic heights, turned back the in-
truders and fought with valour.
But they have also killed and
that is the logic of war: kill or
be killed. _

And yet here we are actively
promoting a culture of mili-
tarism. For all those who be-
lieve that this is a necessary,
temnporary phenomenon, there
is reason to Jpausf:. Militarism
has a way of seeping into the
very dailiness of our lives. No
longer are we surprised by a
military presence in our towns
and cities — indeed, many of us
g0 so far as to say “What we re-
ally need is the army” to ensure
discipline, security, law and or-
der. No longer are we dismayed
by increasing levels of violence
and the easy availability of
firearms for use in peace-time
against each other. Machine-
gun, AK 47, revolver, pistol —
all part of our urban landscape,
all accessible. To each accord-
ing to his means. And in our
drawing rooms we watch re-
ports from frozen heights, full

of drama and spectacle. Truly, a
theatre of war.

The cult of the warrior finds
its nurture in a culture of war.
In a climate of insecurity, In a
paroxysm. of “patriotism”
which acknowledges only one
kind of allegiance — uncondi-
tional assent, unreserved sup-
port. Anything else is, at best
"demoralising”, at worst, trea-
sonous and anti-national. To
talk of peace is to risk ridicule.

Even

W

Right now the intoxicant is as-

sault, attack., seize and van-
quish,

But let we know how readily
the prejudices of war-time can

become the enemies of peace.
Militate against it. The totall

uncalled for and unacceptable
demand made on Dilip Kumar
to return the Nishan-e-Imtiaz
of Pakistan or leave India is

part of this prejudice: as is
Kapil Dev's equally unaccept-

able equation of sports with

patriotisin. The faect that the
Cricket Board has heeded his

call to cancel the game only

goes to show how easily preju-
dice becomes a matter of na-
tional pride,

This is what a military
mind-set does: it defends the
ideology of war and ratio-
nalises the use of violence to
curb dissent and quell demands
for justice. It devalues individ-
ual freedom and blunts demo-
cratic principles. Militarisa-
tion extends the power of the

state into civil society, feeds the

military-industrial complex;
and eventually, brutalises so-
cial relations.

The equation of national se-
curity with increasing militari-
sation has bedevilled every
country in South Asia for the
last 50 years. Military "pre-
paredness” continues to be the

watchword, despite the fact that

four wars and two partitions
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later (1947-1971) we are no
closer to either peace or greater
security. Everyone has taken up
arms — the extremnists, the ter-
rorists, the mujahideen, the
freedom fighters, the Tigers. the
liberationists the armed revo-
lutionaries — and national gov-
ernments. According to ana-
lysts, the Asian arms market is
the second largest in the devel-
oping world, and accounted for
30 per cent of all arms transfer
agreemernts in the period 1991-
94 Late Mahbub-ul-Haq, author
of the World Human Develop-
ment Report, says that India
and Pakistan spend around $20
billion a year on defence and
bought twice as many arms as
Saudi Arabia from the global
arms bazaar. Both countries
have six times more soldiers
than doctors, -and spend thirty
one million dollars a day con-
testing the Siachen glacier.
Pakistan spends S 27 per person

er year on defence, and only $

per person per year on welfare,
India spends a paltry S9 per
person for welfare and
Bangladesh, only 2. Post-
Kargil. India is seeking a sub-

stantial increase in its current
defence expenditure of Rs.
41,000 crores a year,

Two of the five countries in
the region have had extended
Eeriuds of military rule. one

as had internecine war for
over 15 years and all have suf-
fered grievously as a result,
This we know, and in a more
sombre moment, recognise as a
reality. We also know that the
only enduring settlement we
can hope for in the subconti-
nent is a politically negotiated
one rather than a "decisive mil-
itary victory"

But militarism does not al-
low for negotiated settlements
because battle-lines have to be
very clearly drawn. There is a
real danger that these lines
then get drawn in peacetime
too, between all the "others” in

our own countries. And these
‘others” can as easily be you or
me, If we don't donate our blood
for Kargil or raise funds for it,
we have failed in our "patriotic
duty” to those who "laid down
their lives" for us.

Contrary to current eupho-
ria but true to our experience in
the subcontinent, the greater
the level of militarisation; the
more vulnerable is our citi-
zenry. Women within and out-
aicl; the women's movement,
and peace groups everywhere,
havepfnr de%;des cal]e%n}rnr ar
end te violence of all kir}lgil_s%gnd

especially an end to the use of
violence to resolve conflict.
Wammen have fought against the
presence of military bases in
their countries and against rest
and recuperation facilities that
make such an easy transition to
sex tourism. They have learnt
through painful and bitter ex-
perience that for women, the
weapons of war are not very dif-
ferent from those of peace: vio-
lence and the abuse of superior
power. And those who work
among refugees across the battle
lines, whether in Sri Lanka or
Kosovo or Bosnia or Mon-
tenegro or anywhere else have
firsthand knowledge of how
deep the wounds of war can be.

It is sad that at the close of a
century that has seen so man
disastrous wars we still see
military solutions to political
problems. whether in Kosovo or
Kargil. Let us try at least, not to
make of them such a cause cele-
bre,
The author is co-founder of
Kali for Women, a feminist
publishing house based in New
Delhi and author of many
books and articles.

War of Symbols on the

Campaign

and other election para-

hernalia which are meant

to add value to a campaign are

unexpectedly causing embar-
rassment to many parties.

The most affected is the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
which is not just being inspired
by thoughts of the military vic-
tory in Kargil but is being
haunted by military symbols as
well.

First it was Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee who was
embarrassed: during his
Haryana tour when he realised
that the backdrop of a dais on
which he was seated had the
paintings of the three service
chiefs. Vajpayee said that he
had not noticed the painting,
which i1s a clear violation of
Election Commission rules.

The BJP later admitted it
was a mistake, an explanation
which the Election Commission
accepted.

Just as the party felt that the

PDSTER& banners, arches

message had percolated to
workers came reports of the
seizure of yet another Kargil-re-
lated symbol being used in the
campaign of the P's candi-

date in Secunderabad, Bandaru
Dattatreya.
The symbol was a jeep modi-

fied to look like a tank with a
long barrel. Crackers were burst
inside the jeep to create a rather
crass imitation of a tank firing
shells. |

The firing tank was the cen-
tre of attraction during the BJP
campaign, but soon the police
too arrived on the scene to seize
the vehicle.

The seized vehicle was
parked on a side road after the
police took away the keys. Soon
BJP workers arrived with du-
plicate keys to drive the Kargil
tank away. But the police
chased the "tank’ through the
busy roads of Secunderabad in
what an onlooker described as a
"Kargil-like situation.” inter-
cepted it and this time took it 1o
the nearby police station,

T

rail

 Not all candidates have to
indulge in such campaign dare-
devilry. though. Mahesh Kan-
odia, the BJP candidate in
Patan in northern Gujarat, does
not require any external sym-
bols to draw crowds. The three-
time winner from Patan is a
music director and actor and
enthrals his crowd with
Cameons.

‘I amn a performer first,” he
said as he readied himself be-
fore yet another acting perfor-
mance in front of his home
crowd. The act that is most
popular is his mimicking of
Sonia Gandhi, Kanodia also
launches into popular Gujarati
songs {o keep the crowd capti-
valed.

He told reporters that he still
feels sad that he has studied
only up to class two. That defi-
nitely has not affected his popu-
larity as people crowd around
him asking for a repeat of the
Sonia Gandhi act.

--India Abroad News Service



