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Sri Lanka's Foreign Minis-

ter Lakshman Kadirgamar

speaks about the govern-
ment's efforts to end the
long-running Tamil sepa-
ratist war at the Foreign
Correspondents’ Association
in. Colombo Tuesday.
Kadirgamar said Colombo’s
peace efforts were dead-
locked ‘and there was no im-
mediate prospect of ending
the drawn- out- war that
has claimed over 55,000 lives
in the past 27 years.

—AFP photo

War crimes

Serb general
arrested in
Austria

THE HAGUE, Aug 25 : The
Bosnian Serb General Momir
Talic, indicted 'on warcrimes
charges by the UN tribunal in
The Hague, was arrested
Wednesday in Austria, the
court’'s prosecutor Louise Ar-
bour announced, reports AFP.

Freed Malaysian
leader vows to keep
fighting govt

KAJANG, Malaysia, Aug 25 :
Malaysian opposition leader
Lim Guan Eng was given a rous-
ing welcome by cheering sup-
porters on his release from jail
on Wednesday, and immedi-
ately vowed to keep fighting the
government, reports AFP.

Lim, the deputy secretary
general of the Democratic Ac-
tion Party (DAP)

who was freed after serving
two thirds of an 18 month term
for sedition and publishing
false news, said he was ready to
face prison again.

"A year ago | was jailed for.
instigating the Malay people to
%ﬂ against the government,” the

8-year-old former lawmaker
told more than 1,000 supporters
who gathered with a gﬁinese
lion dance troupe outside the
prison gates.

Shouting slogans against
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad, they included members
of the DAP, the Islamic opposi-
tion party and a new party
headed: hy, the wife, of jailed,
former ‘deputy premier Anwar
Ibrahim.

Vajpayee ridicules
Congress as govt

demolition expert

NEW DELHI. Aug 25 : Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee on Wednesday lam-
pooned the opposition Congress
Party as being expert in bring-
ing down governments, but in-
capable of running them, re-
ports AFP,

Addressing an election rally
in the central state of Madhya
Pradesh, Vajpayee blamed
Congress for forcing India's
third general election since
1996.

"My government did not die
a natural death but was stran-
gulated. thus forcing another
mid-term election on the coun-
try," vajp&ﬁee was quoted as
Ss_wing by the Press Trust of In-

ia.

"Congress is adept at bring-
ing down non-Congress gov-
ernments and is unable to sit in
opposition even for some time,"
he added. :

German Cabinet
meets 1n its new

home 1n Berlin

BERLIN, Aug 25 : The Ger-
man cabinet was meeting on
Wednesday in its new home in

Berlin for the first time in more 1

than 50 years, reports AFP.

With the chancellor's office
finally installed in Berlin on
Monday, the first cabinet meet-
in%l marks the government's
delinitive return to the capital
after 54 years in Bonn. '

And the German parliament
is scheduled to take possession
of the historic Reichstag build-
ing in its first session there on
September 8.

On the agenda of the cabinet
meeting was the finalisation of
the government's plans for
spen inlg and pension reforms
in the face of stiff opposition
from within Chancellor Ger-
hard Schroeder's own social
democrat SPD party and its
powerful trade union allies.

HK airport
returns to

normal

HONG KONG, Aug 25 : Opera-
tions at Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport were slowly re-
turning to normal Wednesday
in the wake of a ferocious ty-
phoon and a Taiwanese airliner
crash that left two dead, reports
AFP.

Airport officials said 15 of
the 487 scheduled flights were
cancelled by Ilunch time
Wednesday. On Tuesday, 41 out
of 507 scheduled flights were
cancelled. "

At Chek Lap Kok airport, the
long queues of angry passengers
at airline counters, particularly
Taiwan's China Airlines and
Hong Kong's Cathay Pacific
“Alrways, had disappeared. with
passengers rescheduled to other
airlines,

International

Omar narrowly escapes attack

bomb set off the near the home
of Taliban supreme leader
Mullah Mohammad Omar
killed at least 10 people and
caused widespread devastation
in the city of Kandahar, Taliban
officials said Wednesday,
reports AFP.

The reclusive Omar nar-
rowly escaped the bomb late
Tuesday, sources said. But
scores of people were injured
and buildings up to one km
away were damaged.

"It was a deliberate act of
sabotage by the enemies of the
Islamic Emirate of Afgha-
nistan," Taliban spokesman
Abdul Hai Mutmaen said. He
declined to say who the militia
thought was responsible.

Mutmaen said the truck,
carrying explosives crammed
into a barrel, was parked near
Omar's house on the Herat
Highway in the southemn city.

Omar's home is a short dis-
tannce from a residence once
used to house accused terrorist
mastermind Osama bin Laden.

Independent sources said the
offices of the Red Cross and

Blast near Taliban leader’s
house: 10 killed

KABUL, Aug 25 : A truck

French aid group Medicines
San Frontieres -- located about
a kilometre from Omar's house
-- were severely damaged in the
attack.

"The Red Cross has no win-
dows left,” one source said,

In Kabul, all foreigners were
asked to stay indoors for secu-
rity reasons amid fears of in-
creased tension, sources said,

The Pakistan-based Afghan
Islamic Press sald al least 10
people were killed and 25 vehi-
cles destroyed with the blast
leaving a crater the size of ten-
nis court.

"Mullah Omar was seen safe
and sound after the explosion”
it said while independent
sources confirmed two dead and
41 injured, adding the toll was

_expected to rise,

AlP said a Taliban pguest
house was mostly destroyed and
the Pakistan consulate -- about
400 metres from the blast -- sus-
tained serious damage. Official
sources in Pakistan said none
was hurt at the consulate.

Pakistan is one of the few
countries to recognise the Tal-

iban as the legal government of

Afghanistan. The militia have

}]hﬂi]' headquarters in Kanda-
ar.

AIP said the explosion oc-
cured while Taliban guards
were trying to remove the truck.

Mulla Omar had walked out
of his house, seen the truck and
moved away moments before it
detonated, sources said.

Immediately after the strike
Kandahar residents fled the
city. believing another missile
strike had been launched on
Atghanistan by the United
States.

The White House immedi-
ately denied any involvement
saying “there is no truth at all
to any report of US government
involvement." :

A spokesman for anti-Tal-
iban alliance which has fought
a five year civil war against the
militia said he was unable to
confirm or deny whether the
opposition was responsible for

e Kandahar attack,
"We are looking at what hap-
pened but jt‘slllust not the sort of
thing we do,” he told AFP.
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Pak PM blames India

for arms race

ISLAMABAD, Aug 25 : Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif on Wednesday said Incdia
had fuelled an arms race in

South Asia and called for a.

peaceful resolution of disputes
dividing the two countries, re-
ports AFP.

"We want peace and prosp :r-
ity in the re(g‘inn: let us sit down
and solve disputes amicabl7,”
Sharif told a convention of
overseas Pakistanis in the caoi-
tal Islamabad.

It was in the interests of both
countries and the region to rise
above half a century of mutual
hostility and divert resources to
economic development, he said.

“It is India which has gen:r-
ated tensions and a race lor
arms,” he added, referring to
last year's nuclear tests in In-
dia, which he said compelled
Pakistan to follow suit to sa‘e-
guard its security.

He stressed that a durable

peace between Pakistan and

India depended on a juai settle-

ment of the festering dispute
over Kashmir. the Himalayan
region divided between the two
and claimed by both.

Kashmir, where the rival
armies were engaged in two-
month confrontation from
early May to mid-July, has

caused two of the three wars be- .

tween the neighbours since
their independence in 1947,

"We want to resolve the dis-
ute at the negotiating table,”
harif said, adding another war

between the two nuclear powers
would bring nothing but "di-
aster .

He said Pakistan demon-
strated its desire for peace by
defusing the recent crisis in
Kashmir by overseeing the
withdrawal of Moslem guerril-
las from Indian territory.

Pakistan has shown it is a
"responsible nuclear state" and
has a "responsible leadership,”

Sharif said.

Sharif rejected India's accu-
sation that Pakistan was re-
sponsible for the long running
turmeil in Indian-held Kash-
mir, where a Moslem separatist
campaign has killed more than
24,000 people since 1989.But he
vowed Pakistan would continue
its "whole-hearted moral, polit-
ical and diplomatic support"” for
the "just and genuine struggle of
the Kashmiri people for their
right to self-determination”.

"Pakistan cannot be a silent
spectator to atrocities and re-
pression in Kashmir," he said.

It was the United Nations'
responsibility to implement its
own resolutions on Kashmir, he
added.

The UN resolutions on

Kashmir adopted in 1948-49

called for a referendum to en-
able the population to choose
between union with India or
Pakistan.

Fresh quake sparks panicin Turkey

IZMIT, Turkey, Aug 25 : The

number of dead in the Turkish
earthquake soared dramati-
cally by nearly 6,000 in one day
as a Iresh quake shook the
northwest sparking more
E%%ic. reports said, reports

With two separate tolls re-
leased Tuesday, the government
crisis center in Ankara said the
death toll now stood at 17,997,
compared with 12,148 Monday.

Kocaeli, the province of
which lzmit is the capital, re-
mained the worst hit, with a
tally of 10,868 dead.

Although no official figures
have been released, some 30,000
to 35,000 people are feared
trapped under the rubble, ac-

cording to estimations in the
Turkish media,

A UN relief agency in Geneva
said Monday that Turkey had
asked for 45,000 body bags.

Meanwhile, an earthguake
measuring 4.7 on the Richter
scale shook Ankara and the
surrounding region Tuesday
evening, the Anatolia news

agency reported. — -

The epicentre of the new
%uake was at Haymana. some
0 km southeast of the capital.

The tremor created panic in
parts ol Ankara, sending peonle
into the streets in fear. There
were no delails of injuries or

damage.

Public anger at what is
widely perceived as a dysfunc-
tional state apparatus contin-
ued to mount as the media
showed images of people seek-
ing shelter from the rain in
body hags and trying to protect
their babies in makeshift tents
made of blankets, linen and
plastic sheeting.

Interior Minister Sadettin
Tantan said a number of public
educational and recreational
facilities had been cleared and
were ready to be used as tempo-
rary shelters, .

Scores of survivors fled the
not so solid ground of their
cities to find safe haven on the
waters of the Marmara Sea,
aboard two passenger ships
docked at Izmit's Derince port,
an AFFP correspondent saw.,

Prime Minister Bulent Ece-

»

LI

vil, in an interview with CNN,
said his government was tack-
ling the housing problem and
promised that all people left
homeless by the August 17 tem-
blor would be housed in tent
cities within one month.

After that, he said, "hun-
dreds of thousands" of prefabri-.
cated houses would be brought’
in from overseas and, "within a
year, we will have established
settlements in geologically se-
cure areas” for people left home-
less by the quake. :

“The numbers going around
are 150,000 to 200,000 people
left homeless,” Foreign Minis--
ter Ismail Cem said in a telévi-
sion interview Tuesday. .

Newspapers uesday.
slammed the Red Crescent ma*
terial used in the much vaunied
tent cities set up ontside
stricken urban centers ds out:
dated and unhygienic.

The tents near Yalova, set up
without f{oundations, were
flonded, the semi-official Ana-
tolia news agency reported, and
survivors were forced to spend

the night standing or trying to .

sleep leaning against tent posts.

The weather bureau offered
no respite, forecasting continu-
ing rain over the next three
days. raising fears -- immedi-
ately rejected by health offi-
cials here and overseas -- of
epidemics.

A Turkish <private 'came
down with typhoid fever in
Adapazari, Israeli relief official
Dr. Carlos Guzman told AFF,
but he gave assurances that it
was an isolated case and of no
great significance,

Medical experts nevertheless
warned that the rains greatly

increased the risk of communi-
cable disease, '

Vigilante groups armed with
shotguns and sticks patrolled
the sodden ruins of their homes
against looters, 51 of whom
have been arrested so far in the
earthquake zone -- often after
suffering heavy beatings at the
hands of furious survivors.

The unprecedented criticism
of state and government con-
tinued, with the liberal daily
Milliyet headlining, "The men-
tality that destroyed us.”
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the National Front for East Timor Resisitance (CNRT) and portraits of their jailed leader,
Xanana Gusmao, during a massive motorised campaign rally through the streets of Dih

Wednesday.

—AFP photo

Mammoth pro-independence rally in Dili

E Timor vote must go ahead:UN

DILI, East Timor, Aug 25 :
Over 10.000 independence sup-
porters paraded through the
East Timor capital Wednesday
as Indonesia was given new
wamings about violence ahead
of a vote on the territory's fu-
ture, reports AFP,

The UN Security Council
Eassed a motion insisting the

allot go ahead next Monday,
but expressed concern about re-
cent violence blamed on pro In-
donesian militia groups.

Thousands gathered at the
new Dili offices of the National
Resistance Council of East
Timor (CNRT) to hear speeches
by pro-independence leaders.

"They want to come out and

-say that we are still here, that

we will not be intimidated,”
CNRT coordinator David

l Ximenes said.

B mjgh

3 killed in Aceh

The crowd later listened to a
recorded speech by jailed sepa-
ratist leader Xanana Gusmao.
They sang and danced, before
setting off in trucks, buses, mo-
torcycles and on foot in a mas-
sive procession across Dili,

“This is a testimony. it
proves that the people want
freedom and independence for
their country.,” CNRT official
Leandro Isaac commented as
{}he massive procession passed

y.

Many waved the indepen-
dence cause flag. They held
framed pictures of Gusmao or
wore T-shirts bearing his face.
Others just drew a semblance of
the leader in pen on their
shirts.

Whole families cheered the
parade. some in their best

Province: e

police officer and two civilians were killed in separate incidents
in Indonesia’s westernmost province of Aceh as tensions grew,
police said Wednesday , AP reports from Banda Aceh.

Lt Col Endang Emiqail Bagus, a local
unidentified assailants shot to death 2nd

police chief, said
5 Tarigan, was

shot to death while riding a motorcycle on Tuesday in Indra-

jaya, Pidie regency.

3 killed, 2 held in Assam: three

people were killed and another injured in two separate

incidents in Assam on Tuesday

. PTI reports from Tezpur.

Suspected National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB)
ultras shot dead a businessman and his daughter-in-law at

Patasipur vill

age in Sonitpur district. In another incident at

Barphukhari village in Darrang district, one ULFA Uitra.
Pinku Deka alias Kuldip Gogoi was killed in an encounter while
another identified as Bhaskar Dela alias Vidyut was injured.

Two other militants were arrested lollowing the encounter.

clothes, some were barefoot in
rags. Some threw water on
marching participants sweit-
ing unde: e sweltering sun.,

Police estimates given to the
UN Mission in East Timor
(UNAMET) put the crowd at
some 10,000, but others said
there were more.

Shouts of "Viva Timor
Leste!” ("Long live East Timo1!")
and "Viva Xanana" resounded
throughout the multitude.

"Our suffering has not been
in vain," said one man in the
rally whose {riends were wav-
ing the blue, white and green
independence flag.

A mass rally was staged in
Dili on Tuesday supporting au-
tonomy with Indonesia.

East Timor's 430,000 people
will vote Next Monday on
whether they want autonomy.

Death toll in
- Bihar floods
reaches 239

NEW DELHI, Aug 25 : The
death toll from flooding in the
eastern Indian state of Bihar
has reached 239, the Press Trust
of India (PTI) reported on
Wednesday, reports AFP.

The agency said 10 more
flood-related deaths were re-
ported from Bihar's inundated
central district. |

PTI guoted officials as say-
ing that most rivers were rising
menacingly in the impover-
ished state where 2,768 villages
spanning 21 districts have been
underwater since July.

Almost five million people
have been affected by the flocds
in Bihar. the worst in the region
in more than a decade.

‘_S'ieéurity déclaration'sigil_eqﬂ

Russian, Chinese presidents seek
to broaden ’strategic partnership’

BISHKEK, Aug 25 . Russian
President Boris Yeltsin and his
Chinese counterpart Jiang
Zemin in bilateral talks on
Wednesday discussed expanding
their "strategic partnership”
and regional security issues, re-
ports AFP.

The talks were conducted
over breakfast ahead of a five-
nation "Shanghai Five" summit
grouping Russia, China and
three Ceniral Asian states on
regional security and economic
cooperation. '

Yeltsin and Jiang "discussed
further practical steps in the
development of a strategic
partnership between Russia and

o

China in the international
arena,” Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Igor Ivanov told journalists
following the meeting in the
tiny Kyrl%yz capital, Bishkek.

The Russsian foreign minis-
ter stressed that the partnership
was not a military bloc to
counter the West.

As he arrived in Bishkek
late Tuesday, a boisterous
Yeltsin talked of being prepared
for a "fight against westerniz-
ers’ in an apparent slap at those
Russians who feel the country
should adopt a western model of
democracy and economic de-
velopinent,

Meanwhile, Leaders of Rus-

sia, China and three Central
Asian states signed a declara-
tion here Wednesday pledging to
work tuﬁeﬁher to improve secu-
rity in the region, reports AFP..

"This declaration will an-
nounce to the world that ouar
five states are ready to support
security and find ways to werk
together for mutual cooperation
and development,” said Chinese
President Jiang Zemin at the
signing ceremony.

It was signed by Jiang and
presidents Boris Yeltsin of Rus-
sia, Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan, Emmomali
Rakhmonov of Tajikistan and
Askar Akayev of Kyrgvzstan.’

JL

~Main Turkish

recel groups:
starts pull-out

ANKARA, Aug 25 : Turkey's
main Kurdish rebel group, the
Kurdistan Workers Party FPKK}.
announced Wednesday its
armed forces had started their
withdrawal from Turkish terri-
tory, in line with an appeal
from its imprisoned chief Ab-
dullah Ocalan, a PKK statement
quoted bzrthe DEM agency said,
reports AFP.

"Our armed forces have
started their withdrawal from
north Kurdistan even before
September 1." the statement
said.

September 1 was the date
given by Ocalan early this
month when he called on his
rebels to stop their armed re-
bellion against Ankara and
withdraw outside Turkish bor-
ders. The PKK said later it
would comply with this "order”.
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black clothes tied across their mouths in Calcutta Tuesday.
The women were protesting against the alleged beating up
of women in a public rally earlier, organised by the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and attended by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in Muzzafarpur, Uttar
Pradesh. The women also claimed that Calcutta had become
unsafe for women and that the state government should

take steps to ensure women's safety.

— AFP photo

' UN team in Cambodia for

talks on Khmers’ trial

PHNOM PENH, Aug 25%
team of senior United Natiens
legal experts arrived.-in the-
Cambodian. capital Wednesday
for crucial talks aimed at set-
ting up an international-style
trial for surviving Khmer Rouge
leaders, reports AFP,

The delegation’s leader, UN
Assistant Secretary General for
Legal Affairs Ralph Zacklin,
said he was positive of securing
an international role in/a
"Killing Fields” tribunal despite
the government's rejection of
the latest UN proposals.

"We are ready to discuss.all
issues with the Cambodian gov- |
ernment,” Zacklin said at start
of the team's six-day missiom,
widely seen as the UN's final bid
on the thorny issue charac-
terised in recent months l:;y re:
jection, deadlock and fresh
consultations. .

"I am always optimistic at
the beginning of a mission. If
the meetings go well we would
expect to be behind the intro-
duction of a mixed tribunal."
Zacklin told reporters, refusing
to give any further details,

The long-awaited visit fol-
lows the leaking of UN plans to
dominate a domestic trial com-
prising of mixed local and in-
ternational judges, prosecutors
and lawyers, in order to main-
tain international standards in
a trial. :

Prime Minister Hun Sen has
rejected the proposals, which
give the UN the final say over
which ex-rebels are indicted, as
"tantamount to a violation of
national sovereignty” and has
dismissed UN criticisms of
Cambodia’'s much-maligned

judiciary.

Russians warn Dagestani
violence may return

MOSCOW, Aug 25 : Moscow’s
press and senators on Wednés-
day treated with caution reports
by generals that they had
crushed an Islamic uprising in
Dagestan, fearing an inevitable
return of fighting in Russia's
unstable south. reports AFP:™ -
And a top spokesman for the

rebels reported that field €om--
mander - Shamil Baa'aé}q - “had

already returned to Dagestanto
chart out a new invasian by his
Chechen-based gunmen. '

"It is too early to speak of an
end to this campaign,” the
Sevodnya daily warned in a
headline.

"The federal forces are facing
a new assi ent -- avoidinga
new invasion from Chechnya.

This, despite

Egstérda 's suc-
cess, will not

easy because

* the border remains open.”

Russian defense ministry
Fenerals on Wednesday said Is-
amic insurgents had been dis-
lodged from all 32 villages dot-
ting the mountainous Botlikh
region invaded by the insur-

_gents on August 7. >

The group, composed mainly
of Chechen gunmen who three
years earlier fought a brutal but

:successiul war for independence

from Russia, had proclaimed
Dagestan a sovereign lslamic
state.

Russia's top regional defense
commander said more than
1,000 insurgents were killed
during Russia's airfoffensive.



