DHAKA WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 1999 | The Duily Star 15

baCk hﬁme "'ﬂ e

TOKYO. Aug 24: Kazuyosh!

meet Blatter

ZURICH, Switzerland, Aug

Serie A’s ‘super seven’

————

24: Bosses from some of Eu-

rope's elite football clubs on

Monday called on FIFA
dent Sep
reduce the number of interna-
tional friendlies, reports AFP.
A two-hour meetin

presi-

oup of t
the head ol football's world gov-
ernin
aimed at harmonising the Eu-
ropean calendar.

Blatter backed a proposal
from the sides to re-structure

the ﬁrngramme in order to form
bloc

s in the year splitting do-
mestic and continental club
competitions, for national
team matches and holidays.

The clubs told Blatter they

were not opposed in principle to

his controversial notion of

staging the World Cup every two

years.

But this was accompanied b
a proviso that the overall 'EE.K
endar was prﬂpegf synchro-
nised. They also called for na-
tional federations to take over
players’' salaries while on na-
tional team duty.

Blatter, in turn., said FIFA
would be looking at a suggestion
to cut to four the number of days
clubs should free players for na-
‘tional matches.

The G-14 delegation, fronted
by Real Madrid president

Lorenzo Sanz, was made up of

delegates from AC Milan, Bay-
ern Munich, Juventus.
Olympique Marseille and FC
Porto.

Other clubs in the group not
present at the Zurich talks are
Ajax, Barcelona, Borussia
Dortmund, Inter Milan, Liver-
pool, Manchester United, Paris
St Germain and PSV Eind-
hoven,

The discussions were the
first of their kind between club
bosses and the international
football federation without the

involvement of national feder-

Shalimov
banned for
doping

MILAN, Aug 24: Napoli's
Russian international Igor
Shalimov has tested positive
for the banned anabolic steroid
nandrolone and has been sus-

nded from Italian soccer, the
talian Football League revealed
on Monday, reports Reuters.

It said Shalimov failed a
drug test after a Serie B match
between Napoli and Lecce on
May 16.

The League said in a state-
ment after an executive meeting
on Saturday that the former
Spartak Moscow and Inter Mi-
lan midfielder had been sus-
pended as a cautionary mea-
sure.

Shalimov, 30, made his de-
but for Spartak Moscow aged 17
and played for them between
198@~dhd 1991 before fmoving to
Italy where he joined Foggia,
then in Serie A. Y

He moved to Inter Milan a
year later and after two seasons
at the San Siro was moved to
Germany's MSV Duisburg and
Switzerland's Lugano.

He returned to Italy in 1995
and played for Udinese and
Bologna before joining Serie B
side Napoli last season.

Shalimov made his interna-
tional debut for the Soviet
Union at the 1990 World Cup.
He played his last match for the
Russians last year.

Briton, Linford Christie, the
former 100 metres Olympic
champion, and veteran Ja-
maican sprinter Merlene Ottey
have both recently tested posi-
tive for nandrolone.

USA didn’t
invite Iraqi
booters

WASHINGTON, Aug 24: US
government officials and the
country's soccer federation
strenuously denied Monday
Iraqi claims- that its nation's
national football team had
been invited to play in the
United States, reports AFP.

The State Department,
which would have to issue visas
to the players, denied knowing
anything about the alleged invi-

Blatter to drastically

between
members of the so-called G-14
European sides and |

body discussed moves

ing it.

MILAN. Aug 24:
All eyes will be on

Seven” this week-
end - when the
"y stars of the Serie
A begin potentially the toughest
season in the history of Italian

football, reports AFP.

No fewer than seven clubs,
nearly half the Serie A, have a
real chance of winning the cov-
eted title after a record-break-
ing re-shuffle of the top players
- particularly where it counts,
in front of goal.

Traditionally, the title is
destined for Turin or Milan.
This time, champions AC Mi-

RONALDO

ventus, Parma and Fiorentina
all have a legitimate claim to
the championship.

The money which has been
pumped into clubs in recent
years by their multi-million-
aire owners, for whom a foot-
ball team is petty cash within a
vast business empire, plus the
advent of satellite television
rights, has transformed the
staid landscape of Italian soc-
CET.

Today, the stories that
dominate Italy's sports pages
have one thing in common --
money, the world record 50 mil-
lion dollar fee paid by Inter for
Lazio’'s Christian Vieri, the
record 5.5 million dollar net
salary wrung from Juventus by

Alessandro Del Piero and the
[ruitless haggling over tens of
millions of dollars by Lazio and

Juventus for Arsenal's Nicolas
Anelka.

Italian clubs have come into
money and now they are spend-

As a result, a rags-to-riches
club like Parma, who only ar-

_rived in the Serie A in 1990 af-

ter decades in the wilderness of
lower division football, have a
team which, on paper, is second

the “"Magnificent

lan, Inter, Lazio, AS Roma, Ju- * money

to none.

Backed by the Tanzi family's

Parmalat milk  empire, ' the
team who won last season's
UEFA and Italian Cups are
ready for a serious title chal-
lenge after paying Udinese more
than 40 million dollars for two
players: Brazilian Marcio
Amoroso and Ghana's Stephen
Appiah.

Vieri, meanwhile, represents

less than half of Inter's off-sea-
son spending as they re-build
the team for new coach Mar-
cello Lippi - the man who made
Italian,  European and world
champions out of Juventus,
- At Inter, both optimism and
are in unlimited supply
thanks to the deep pockets of
the club's backers, oil refinery
tycoon Massimo Moratti and
tyre manufacturers Pirelli.

IE.e-:Hral fans have also in-
vesled in Moratti's Dream Team
by queuing up to buy season
tickets, The San Siro club ex-
pects to at least match last sea-
son's record sales figure of
nearly 60,000.

The council-owned stadium's
other tenants, AC Milan, are
also expecting a bumper harvest
from the fans after un-
expectedly following two years

of misery with the club’s 16th
league title.

The club president, TV ty-
coon and former prime minjs-
ter Silvio Berlusconi, who ad-
mits he didn't splash out on
Ronaldo two years ago for fear
of damaging his public image,
has again been careful in his
spending. .

The club, celebrating the
100th year since its founding by
a nostalgic English ex-pat as
the "Milan Cricket and Football
Club", has also bucked the popu-
lar trend by buying ltalian in-
stead of foreign.

Seven of their nine signir gs
this summer were home-grown
after Milan found out the hard
way that too many players try-
ing to integrate into a new coun-
try. culture, football and lan-
guage causes trouble. _

uventus will, meanwhile,
be hoping that Del Piero ccn-
tinues his successful return
from knee surgery and takes
them back to the top after prob-
ably the worst season in their
illustrious history.

Juventus finished only sixth
in the table, saw their coach re-
sign and were unbelievatly
dumped out of the European Cup
semi-finals by Manchester
United after leading 2-0 in [rent
of their home fans.

“The Old Lady", as the clut is
known in Italy, was pot
amused.

Fiorentina, owned by TV and
movie mogul Vittorio Cecchi
Gori, will once again put thzir
faith in skipper and toap
goalscorer Gabriel Batistuta, as
they have done for each of the
last eight years.

During that time, all
Fiorentina have ever won is the
[talian Cup, which here is con-
sidered something of a booby
prize. Now 'Batigol' has a first-
class team around him and a
tp}rﬂf'ﬂund desire to finally win

ig.

Down in Rome, both clubs
fancy their chances - Lazio,
owned by tomato sauce baron
Sergio Cragnotti, because the
came so close last time amum{
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and AS Roma because they now
have a tough, world-class coach
in Fabio Capello, once the
much-feared taskmaster at AC
Milan.

All seven teams are cer-
tainly magnificent on paper.
With the ﬁussib]e exception of
Lazio, each one has an attack-
ing trident which club chair-
men elsewhere in Europe would
kill for.

However, only one of them is
going to win the "scudetto” and -
as happened last season - the
key will probably not be in the
boots, but in the brains of the
winning team; which team has
the mental strength needed to
cope with the intense pressure
in1 the final weeks?

Lazio cracked last season, as
did title rivals Parma. AC Mi-
lan clung to their old guard of
Paolo Maldini, "Billy"
Costacurta and Demetrio Alber-
tini and weathered the storm,
winning the championship on a
dramatic final day.

More than ever before, the
coming Italian season will be a
demanding test of courage, as
much as class. And the winner
will certainly need to be mag-
nificent at both.
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i Rangers have the

strength up front to make the
group stages of the European
Champions League on Wednes-
day and set off a night of cele-
R%agiun in Glasgow, reports

Dick Advocaat's side set off
for Parma on Monday to fi-
nalise their preparations for
the third qualifying round, sec-
ond-leg match on Wednesday
night.

Rangers hold a 2-0 advan-
tage thanks to goals from Vid-
mar and American midfielder
Claudio a two weeks ago.

Both men were back on tar-

et at the weekend in the com-
ortable 4-1 victory against
Dundee United with Giovanni
van Bronckhorst and Rod Wal-

lace also on the scoresheet.

Rangers lost to Parma in the
UEFA Cup last season but man-
ager Advocaat has strengthened
his squad since last December,

Vidmar said: "If we can stay
as a unit for the whole game
then I think we can hold them
out. With Michael Mols, Rod
Wallace and Claudio Reyna
playing as they are, we also
have the firepower to score over
there.

"We know, of course, we stil]

have a lot of hard work in front
of us but if we stick to our game
plan we have a chance.

'l don't think it makes sense
to go over there and sit in and

0 ﬂrsl-leé‘ lead in Latvia against
Skonto Riga in their bid to se-

¢ cure a placasi

o The mnaﬁbaﬁﬁf} ?Fisé -

European Cup Winners' Cup
champions, had a 1-0 home win
over Aston Villa at the week-
end, the winning goal comin
seven minutes after the brea
courtesy of Ugo Ehiogu as Villa
scored their second own goal in
the space of just five days.

Chelsea deserved their vic-
tory as they created by far the
best chances of the game and
had a clear appeal for a penalt
turned down by referee Neale
Barry in the first half.

Lyon striker Sonny Ander-
son, meanwhile, has said he
wants to play away to Sloveni-
a's Maribor, even though he has
a thigh injury.

Lyon coach Bernard La-
combe will decide after a late
fitness test on the Brazilian
star, signed in the close season
from Spanish first division
side Barcelona for some 16 mil-
lion dollars.

Anderson suffered the injury
in a Spanish league game at the
end of May.

Pierre Laigle, who has been
unavailable since August 5 -
with first a thigh injury and
then a calf injury - is fit enough
to be considered by Lacombe.

Lyon, third in the French
league last season. face a tough
mission having lost the home
leg 1-0.

Italy's Fiorentina, Spartak
Moscow and Hertha Berlin also
might not find it easy. only

Now or never for Parma

haﬁn{g two-goal leads to defend
at Poland's Widzew Lodz., Yu:

_goslavia's  Partizan Belgrade
‘and Cyprus ‘side’ Anorthols’™

Famagusla respectively.

The Galatasaray-Rapid Vi-

enna match will go ahead as
scheduled in Istanbul despite
the earthquake that devastated
much of Turkey.

Wednesday's European
Champions League Third quali-
fying round, second-leg fixtures
(with first-leg scores)

Maribor (Slo] v Lyon (Fra) 1 - 0

Skﬂg‘:m Riga (Lat] v Chelsea
0-3

Galatasaray (Tur] v Rapid

Vienna {Aut) 3 - 0 ]

Dynamo Kyiv (Ukr) v Aalborg

(Dery 2- 1

Widzew Lodz (Pol) v Fiorentina

(Ita) 1-3

Real Mallorca (Spa) v FK Molde

(Den) 0-0

MTK FC Budapest (Hun) v

Croatia Zagreb (Cro}) 0 - 0,

Parma (Ita) v Glasgow Rangers

+(Sco) 0 - 2

PS5V Eindhoven (Ned) v Zimbru
Chisinau (Mol) 0 - O

Boavista (Por) v Brondby [Den)
S SR :

Partizan Belgrade {':’ug}-' By |

Spartak Moscow (Rus) 0 - 2
Famagousta (Cyp) v Hertha
Berlin (Ger) O - 2

AlK Solna (Swe) v AEK Athens
(Gre) 0 -0

Valencia (Spa) v Hapoel Haifa
(Isr} 2 - O ;
Borussia Dortmund {Ger) v FK
Teplire (Cze) 1 -0

Servette Geneva (Swi) v Sturm
Graz (Aut) 1 -2

L=

Miura, once ace striker of
Japan, said Tuesday he would
move to a Kyoto team from
Croatia Zagreb, reports AFP,
Miura, whose internatinal
fame has waned since he missed
the World Cup finals debut of
Japan, signed a five-month

~contract with Kyoto Purlple
da

Sanga in tht J-League, he to
neiws conference at a Tokyo ho-
tel.

The 32-year-old striker will
appear on a Japanese pitch as
early as Saturday.

Miura said he decided to play
in Kyoto Purple San%a because
the club’s manager, Shu Kamo,
‘has trusted” him, Jiji Press
said.

Kamo said Miura was still
energetic and would "stimulate
the team,"” the news agency said.

Miura was dumped from
Japan's World Cup squad last
year and the Croatian club ac-
quired him from Verdy
anasaki of Japan in Decem-

er.

He had been to play with the
Croatian champions for 18
months for 360,000 dollars but
the team told Miura it had no
plans to use him in an upcom-
ing season.

The Kyoto club did not un-
veil how much it would pay
Croatia Zagreb as a transfer fee,

Reports here said Miura took

Kyoto's offer for an annual
salary of some 60 million yen
{535.700 dollars).

Owen boost
for England

LONDON, Aug 24: Teenage
striker Michael Owen on Mon-
day gave Emﬂand manager
Kevin Keegan the news he bad
been hoping to hear, repoits
AFP.

The 19-year-old has been out
of action for four months, but
said he could return for Liver-
pool in an English Premierst:ip
match against Arsenal at An-
field on Saturday.

Owen insists he would themr
be fit for England’'s make-or-
break Euroe 2000 qualifiers
against Luxembourg and
Poland on September 4 and 8,

Liverpool are laying on a
special practice game in mid-
week to help the teenager back
to match fitness.

Owen, who has been out with
a hamstring injury since April
12, said: "I have got a game ar-
ranged for me at Melwood
(Liverpool's training ground)
this week behind closed doors.
If it goes well then who knows?"

Asked if he was confident of
playing against Arsenal and
then joining up with the Eng-
land squad, Owen added: "I don't
see why not.

"The manager has said to me
if everything goes right for me
he sees no problem with me
joining up with England.

'Hopefully, Kevin Keegan
sees it the same way, and if |
EJla}r against Arsenal then hope-

lly he will call e up.”

Owen insists he has waited

“ntil he is absolutely sure his

injury has cleared ulp‘

"A lot of people who get
hamstring injuries rely a lot on
their pace and that's been the
case with me," he told Sky
Television.

‘It is important from my

oint of view I get it perfect be-
ore | join up again. I have been
doing quite a lot in training and
it is all coming back.”

Warm farewell
to Ramos

TOKYO, Aug 24: Over 48,000
soccer fans flocked to Tokyo's
National Stadium on Monday
night to pay tribute to a Brazil-
ian who became a Japanese
sporting icon, reports Reuters.

The occasion was the
farewell match for 42-year-old
midfielder Ruy Ramos. who
moved to Japan in 1977, be-
came a Japanese citizen in 1989
and went on to play 32 times for
his country. )

He retired from professional
soccer with his club, Verdy
Kawasaki, at the end of last
year but took centre stage just
one more time, for a Yomiuri
All Star team against a J.
League X1.

With his long curly hair and
beard, spindly legs and Brazil-
ian ball skills, Ramos became a
firm favourite for club and

Japanese foothall star Kazuyoshi
manager Shu Kamo yesterday.

Miura (R) shakes the hand of Kyoto Purple Sanga

—AFP photo

LLONDON, Aug 24:
l.iverpool eased
the pressure on
thieir French
manager Gerard
Houllier with a 2-
| English Premier League
victory at Leeds on Monday
courtesy of an own goal from
home skipper Lucas Radebe, re-
ports Reuters.

Houlliers side had been un-
der the spotlight since before
the start of the season after he
allowed England players Paul
Ince and Steve McManaman to
depart and replaced them with
foreign signings.

Two 1-0 defeats, by Watford
last week and Middlesbrough
on Saturday, left his side strug-
gling in 17th place but they
thoroughly deserved the three
points at Elland Road at the ex-
pense of a young Leeds side who
were outfought and out-thought,

The win moved Liverpool to
ninth in the table. Leeds who

could have joined leaders .
Manchester United oni 10 points - "~
remain with seven.- + &+ =

If Houllier's men were ner-

vous beforehand, they showed
little sign of it from the kick-off
and created a string of early
good chances.

. iy

However, against the run of
play, Leeds went ahead after 20
minutes. A driven corner from
Harrfr Kewell on the right
should have been headed in by
the unmarked Michael Bridges
but the new signing from Sun-
derland missed it completely.

Instead it cannoned into the
net off Rigobert Song's left an-
kle under pressure from Darren
Huckerby. who is still chasing
his first goal for Leeds after
moving from Coventry this sea-
SOTI,

With seconds of the first half
remaining, Liverpool were re-
warded for their endeavour
with a well-worked egualiser. A

uick free-kick midway into
the Leeds half found Czech
Patrick Berger unmarked.

He exchanged passes with
Titi Camara before the ball re-
bounded from a tackle by
Radebe back to the Ghanaian,
who curled it l]_:];erfeci.ly into the
top corner with the inside of his
right foot.

Liverpool continued where
they left off after the break and

" it was no surprise when they

toock the lead after 55 minutes
with the second own goal of the
night.

Another quickly-taken free-

'‘pool bounce back

kick caught Leeds napping
again and Berger swung in a
lethal, swinging centre which
Radebe deflected past Nigel
Martyn as he tried to fend off
Fowler.

The home side never threat-
ened to deprive Liverpool of the
points as the visitors' confi-
dence rose visibly throughout
the 90 minutes.

English Premiership tahle
after Monday's match (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for,
against, points):
Man Utd
Tottenham
Middlesbrough
Chelsea
Aston Villa
West Ham
Leeds
Arsenal
Liverpool
Watlord
Southampton
Wimbledon
Coventry
Bradford
Everton _
Leicester 1
Sunderland
Newcastlc
Derby
Shefl Wed
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MILAN. Aug 24: A
row is brewing at
Italian champi-

ons AC Milan,
with coach Al-
berto Zaccheroni

sending his critical chairman
Silvio Berlusconi a message on
Tuesday to leave the coaching to
him, reports AFPF.

The trouble started last
weekend when Milan lost the
Italian Super Cup to Parma and

Berlusconl put the blame
squarely on Zaccheroni's deci-
sion to use a three-man attack,
instead of a playmaker behind
two strikers.

But the coach. who was

reparing for Tuesday night's
riendly against Real Madrid,
told the tycoon and former
prime minister in no uncertain
terms that he knew what he was
doing.

"I don't like being identified
with a set system of play," he
said. "I've always changed
things around. And I've done it
after winning things, not after

likes," Zaccheroni said, .

But he added: "I'm the coach,
I know what the job is and I
have a lot of respect for it. And
t['m going to do things as I see
 §

Zaccheroni's decision last
weekend also took into account
the absence on international
duty of Croatian plamaker

UAE sack
coach

DUBAI, Aug 24 : The United
Arab Emirates has sacked the
manager of its football team,
Portuguese Carlos Manuel
Queiroz, following a 1-0 defeat
by the Palestinians in the Arab
Games taking place in Amman,
Jordan, reports AFF,

The defeat in the second
round of the competition at the
hands of an inexperienced side
was described as humiliating by
the official UAE press.

Sports bodies called for the

Zvonimir Boban.

"Milan played 27 out of 34
matches with a trident last sea-
son,” Zaccheroni said.

"‘Boban was in stunning
form at the end of the season
and we changed our system of

lay. I've played in lots of dif-
erent ways and I'll continue to
do that.

"Boban can be used in a
number of different roles.,” he
told the Gazzetta dello Sport.
"The only problem is that the
last time I saw him kick a ball
was on July 28."

Milan will now have to do
without Boban for at least two
weeks after he suffered an ab-
dominal muscle injury at the

weekend, while skipper Paolo
Maldini will be out for three
weeks alter breaking a toe.
Bruno N'Gotty is likely to re-
lace Maldini on the left in de-
ence, while there are more op-
tions up front when the season
starts against Lecce on Sunday.
In Madrid, Zaccheroni will
be without Oliver Bierhoff, who
is being rested, and George

All is not well at Milan
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