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- Rixon shows interest

Marsh intends to retire

India's itinerary |
down under

MUMBAI, Aug 24: India play
the three Tests on their tour to

. Australia, commencing in late
5003[5;313?15_ November, at Adelaide, "Mel- LONDON. A , -
- bourne and Sydney before tak- » AU coach of New South Wales be- "It : :
WH IZZ KID ing part in the tri-series also (Reuters/AFP): fore being headhunted by New larly '-.f:haia-;i.;r ;ﬁieg:ll{lliﬁztﬂfgcu_
_ featuring Pakistan, reports PTI. New  Zealand Zealand Cricket in 1996. cess that this team has had e
The Indians are scheduled to cricket coach Marsh leaves the job after a :

COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN
Competition-119

v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Daily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Aug 27, '99 and draw

_shortly afterwards

1 | Whoare the current FA Cup
champions? -
Man United |  Arsenal L pool

2| Who is Sr# Lanka's cricket !
coach?
Whatmoce Yardley Fernandez

3 | Who won the Confedera-"
 tions' Cup title?

Braz Mexico USA

4| Who is the Bangladesh
cricket captain?

Minhazul Akram Amiriul

5 | Which stadium will host the
_ linal of 2002 World Cup?

Yokohama .| Suzuld
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Sir Alex Ferguson
(Manchester United
manager)

‘It was quite an enthralling
malch to mind, so to get out of it
with a result is a good one.”

After his side beat Arsenal
in the Premiership this week.

Vodafone not
unhappy

LONDON, Aug 24 (Internet
report): Vodafone insist they
are delighted to be associated
with the England team.

The mobile phone company
is happy with their deal to back
England, who lost the series
with New Zealand on Sunday.

Mike Caldwell, Vodafone's
corporate communications di-
rector, said: "We have a long-
term contract to support the
England cricket team and from
our point of view, as sponsors,
we've had excellent value out of
it.

“"Last year we beat South
Africa in the home series and
this year we've had the World
Cup which, while England
didn't get as far as we would
have liked them to, we had great
exposure and TV coverage.

"As a sponsor, what happens
when England win is we get
front page and back page cover-
age, and the same happens
when England lose."

Game Two
drawn

- LAS VEGAS, Aug 24: Alexan-
der Khalifman of Russia and
Vladimir Akopian of Armenia
agreed to an 18-move draw in
the second game of six in the
final of the World Chess
Championship. reports AP.

Khalifman admitted
Monday to being tired and not
wanting to risk losing. He was
satisfied to preserve the one-
game lead he acquired with

unday'’s victory.

Norris named
as Tyson's
opponent

LAS VEGAS. Aug 24: Orlin
Norris has emerged as the
likely comeback opponent for
Mike Tyson. whose first fight
since getting out of a Maryland
prison will take place in late
October, reports AP.

Sources close to Tyson's
camp said Monday Norris is ex-

ected to sign this week for a
ight that will take place either
October 22 or October 23 _

Mohammad Nasim briefing the media at a city hotel yesterday.

Chairman of the organising committee for Bangabandhu Cup and Home Minister

— Star Photo

Brazil, Ghana, Hungary derﬁland big pﬁxlcheques

With footballers from across
the world starting to arrive in
the capital from today, the or-
ganising committee chairman
of the Bangabandhu Cup, Mo-
hammed Nasim made an ardent
plea to all the political parties
to refrain from any agitation
programme and invited every-
one to join the football feast.

“I invite all the political par-
ties to join the football festi-
val”, said Nasim, who is also
\he Home Minister. He was ad-
dressing a press briefing at a lo-
cal hotel yesterday in connec-
tiont with the 2nd Bangabandhu
Cup. scheduled to begin at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium from August 27.

‘I appeal to all the political
parties to ensure a peaceful at-
mosphere during the 12-day
tournament, where eleven
teams from across the world
and the hosts will take part”,
said Nasim.

“We have seen the glorious
chapter of our cricket. Now, it is
time for football to make a
mark in the world stage. 1 be-
lieve the opposition political
parties will extend their help-
ing hand to make the tourna-
ment a success as they did for
the mini cricket World Cup last
year”, the minister said.

Nasim, the man at the helm
of affairs for the second consec-
utive time after a disappointing
first edition of the tournament
three years back, said that this
time around it would be a more
colourful event with the inclu-
sion of world-beater teams like
Brazil, Hungary and Ghana.

“I think the tournament will
be a shot in the arm for reviving
our football. Besides, after the
cricket fever, 1 believe this
tournament will provide the
much-needed thrust for our
voung footballers”, said the
seasoned Awami League leader.

The press briefing presided

Sports Reporter

over by the BFF president Mo-
hammed Hanif failed, however,
to provide details of the tour-
nament, dedicated to the mem-
ory of the nation's undisputed
leader Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Although Hanil. who is also
the Mayor of Dhaka, said that
they have taken all the prepa-
rations for a successful holding
of the meet, he appeared short-
supplied with information
while trying to provide the
tournament budget.

“We have earmarked a bud-
get of Taka 3.5 crore.,” said
Hanif. But his knowledge
seemed to end at that point. as
he could not provide any fur-
ther details of the monitory sit-
uation.

While Hanif, an occasional
visitor at the BFF, was uncer-
tain about the fiscal matters.
his able deputy and BFF general
secretary Harunur Rashid, MP
shelved the issue with the
words: “We will provide the
breakdown of the budget after
the tournament”.

Sadly though, Harun and Co.
are yet to provide the final ac-
count of the last Bangabandhu
Cup, held in 1996-97.

Although the organisers are
being enigmatic regarding the
monitory aspect of the tourna-

Nasim appeals for concord
from all political parties

ment, a senior BFF official said
that chances of making a profit
from the multi-million Taka
event looked distant.

Moreover, the BFF has one
more reason to be worried; that
about the persistent inclement
weather condition.

With a tight schedule on the
card, BFF's hopes of getting an
extra day of using the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium after
September 7, which is billed for
the final, appears quite impos-
sible.

“Cricket will get the ground
from September 8. I don’t think
it would be possible to violate
the agreement reached between
the BFF and the BCB earlier”,
said the State Minister for
Youth and Sports Obaidul
Quader, who is the co-chairman
of the organising committee.

Meanwhile, the secretary of
the tournament committee
Sggjul Islam Bachchu said that
BFF is spending a lot of money
for the three professional sides
from Brazil, Hungary and
Ghana.

"Both the Brazilian side and
the Ghanaian Olympic team
have demanded an appearance
fee of US 8,000 dollars. The
Hungarian team has demanded
US 5,000 dollars as appearance
fee. In addition we will have 1o
pay US 2,000 dollars per match
to both the Brazilian and the

Hungarian team”, said
Bachchu.
Different organisations

have also announced cash
awards for the winners.

The Bangladesh Broadcast-
ing  Telephone Technology

(BBTT) will pay US 200 dollars
for ‘'man of the match’ while the
man-of-the-tournament will
receive US 2,000 dollars.

The highest scorer of the
tournament will receive US
2,000 dollars from Azad Prod-
ucts.,

South African physio to join Barlow

A primary selection of the
national cricket team will be
announced either tomorrow or
the day after., Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) vice-presi-
dent and chairman of the selec-
tion committee Tanveer Haider
said yesterday.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Tanveer said, that around 38
cricketers have already been
bracketed for the residential
camp, likely to start at the
BKSP from the first week of
next month under a new coach,
former South African Test

_cricketer Eddie Barlow.

Barlow, BCB's newly-ap-
pointed Director of Develop-
ment, is likely to arrive in the
city on August 31.

Two teams, the national and
the A squad, will be selected
from the players to be called up,

Tanveer, who is heading the

Sports Reporter

three-member selection com-
mittee  formed -early this
month, said.

The national team will play
a three-day match and two one-
day internationals against West
Indies between September 4-9,
while the A team will face Eng-
land A, who are expected to ar-
rive on October 17,

An earlier BCB press release,
issued on July 14, had said that
the national team would play
four four-day matches, LEI‘EE
three-day matches and a lim-
ited-over match against the
touring England second string.

“We want to select both the
national and the A team from
the same camp. That's why we
are going to call around 38
cricketers,” said Tanveer,
adding that the camp for the
under-19 team will also start
once the teams for the SAF
Games depart from the BKSP,

Cricket camp for WI, England

National skipper Aminul Is-
lam and all-rounder Enamul
Haque will not join the camp
initially. They are both now in
the States playing in the New
York cricket league. They have
been granted leave up to
September 8, BCB general secre.

tary Syed Ashraful H if]-
formed. : e

In another development,
BCB president Saber Hossain
Chowduhy told the government
news agency BSS vyesterday
that the board was likely to get
a South African physio for the
national team. Although Saber
could not name Australian
physio Rob Hunt's replacement.
the new physio is expected to
arrive in the second week of
September. Saber also revealed

that the arrangement was being
made through Eddie Barlow.

LONDON, Aug 24
(AFP): Former
England all-roun-
der lan Botham

on Monday slam-
| med the current
national team after their

dismal 2-1 home series loss to
New Zealand.

"What I'm sick of is people

saying there is nothing “n'nn%i
with English ecricket,” sai

e |

Botham after England slumped
to defeat in the fourth Test at
The Oval.

"I wish these people would
wake up or do us all a big favour
and get out of cricket.

“There is absolutely no point
in continuing down the same
path that we are now, because
that is going nowhere and it is
going very quickly nowhere.”

Botham is disappointed at
the decision of Graham Thorpe
to pull out of this winter's tour
to South Africa. where he fears

~ England could be in for even

more humiliation unless the
right players are picked.

"England are going through
what is probably the worst pe-
riod in the history of the game -
we've never been bottom of the
pile before - and you have a
world-class player who would
have been one of the players you
would have taken to South
Africa,” he said. -

"He has left a big hole in the
side and I just don't think the .
timing is very good.

"What you want is players
who want to be there - people
like Nick Knight, who want to
go out there and perform.”

As well as Warwickshire
batsman Knight, Botham
backed Sussex captain Chris
Adams and Lancashire all-
rounder Andrew Flintoff as the
type of players he thinks should
be representing England.

"] think people would rather
see these guys who want to go

out there and hopefully can

Botham slams shoddy England

learn from this experience,” he’
said.

If his words are not heeded,
Botham believes the outcome of
the series in South Africa could
be even more damaging to En-
glish cricket than what has
gone before.

"1 think if they play like the
have in this Test match we wi
be getting three days off in
south Africa,” predicted
Botham, who is commentator
for Sky TV.

"This is just not right. To me
whenever we are expected to
perform, nine times out of 10 we
collapse,

"At The Oval, Thorpe and
Atherton were going well and
then the only player who got
double figures after that was
Stewart - the rest were just a
procession." :

England ski};; er Nasser
Hussain meanwhile promised
changes ahead of this winter's

See page 14

open their full tour of Australia,
their first since 1991-92 with a
four-day fixture against
Queensland at an unnamed

venue from November 26-29.

They take on New South
Wales in their second four-day
warm-up maitch (venue not de-
cided) from December 2-5 before
meeting the Australian Prime
Minister's XI in a one-day tie on
December 7 prior to the first
Test at Adelaide commencing
on December 10.

The tourists will play their
third four-day fixture, against
Australia "A" at Melbourne
from December 17-20, before
clashing with the hosts in back-
to-back games at Melbourne
(December 26-30) and Sydney
(January 2-6), according to the
schedule released here by the
Indian cricket board.

India, Pakistan and Aus-
tralia will then clash in the tri-
angular series, meeting each
other five times in the round-
robin phase to decide the two
finalists. which is scheduled
from January 9-February 13.

Boon points at
an academy

LONDON. Aug 24 (Internet
report]: Former Australia
batsman David Boon insists a
national academy for young
players is vital if England are to
improve their standing in
world cricket.

England have been widely
condemned after this summer's
scries defeat against New
Zealand left them bottom of the
unofficial Test rankings,

But Durham captain Boon
believes the academy at his
county, which has produced
three players currently starring
for England Under-19s in their
series against Australia’s
youngsters, should point the
way torward. ,
The Under-19s are currently

. world champions in their age

group and 1-0 u
match series with Australia.

"A national academy is
something which has to be seri-
ously looked at here in Eng-
land,” said Boon.

"It has proven its worth in
Australia and here in Durham,
on a very small basis, you can
see how an academy helps
young cricketers.

"The Australian academy
started from scratch and it was
three or four years before you
started seeing the emergence of
some young academy kids in
Shetfield Shield sides.

"You hope that some of those
£0 on and fortunately we've seen
quite a few who have been to the
academy are now playing Test
cricket.

"The potential in England is
there but it must go further than
just installing young people
into the Test side.

"You do have to have a mix of
experience with the youngsters
and you've still got to pick what
y-:::du think is your best possible
side.” '

in the three-

Khulna soccer

KHULNA, Aug 24: A superb
hattrick by Arif helped Mo-
heshwarpasha Club humble de-
fending champions Abahani
Krira Chakra 3-2 in the inaugu-
ral match of the 12th Meghna
Cement DSA Cup football tour-
nament organised by Khulna
District Sports Association at
the local stadium on Monday,
reports B5S.

Abahani opened their ac-
count in the 5th minute of the
first half through Ujjal but
could not sustain their lead
when Arif equalised in the 12th
minute.

Arif doubled the margin in
the 52nd minute and scored
again in the 55th minute.

Relegated ref!

BRUSSELS. Aug 24: Belgian
referee Amand Ancion. who
sent off four players and
awarded five penalties in a 6-6
draw between Westerlo and
champions Genk on the first
day of the season, has been rele-
gated to the lower divisions to
"cool off”, reports Reuters.

Belgian media reported on
Monday that Ancion, who was
in charge of a Belgian Cup
match on Sunday. had been
handed games in tﬂe. lower divi-
sions for the next few weeks
while the refereeing committee
reviewed his case.

"This isn't a suspension as
I'll still be in charge of matches,
but I think I deserve a second
chance.” Ancion told daily Het
Laatste Nieuws,

He said the committee had
taken the decision at a weekend
meeting to allow him to "regain
his self confidence."

“That shouldn't be a prob-
lem,” the referee said. "All I'm
waiting for now is to see how
long it'll be before an official
report on me."

More galling for him is a de-
cision by UEFA, the sport's Eu-
ropean governing body, to strip
him of Wednesday's European
Champions League qualifier be-
tween Anorthosis Famagusta of
Cyprus and Hertha Berlin.

"That's a real slap in the face
because I reckon UEFA only
took that decision on the basis
of negative media reports,” An-

cion said. L

Steve Rixon said
today he might

enler the running to become
Australian coach after Geoff
Marsh announced he was
quitting the post at the end of
Australia's tour of Sri Lanka.

New Zealand's series win
over England ended Rixon's
three-year stint in charge and
he said the sudden avai ability
of the Australian job would give
him something to.think about.

'It's always been something I
thought 1'd like to do and could
do well. It now has to become a
consideration,” said Rixon who
played 13 Tests for Australia in
the 1970s and 1980s,

The Australian Cricket
Board said earlier Marsh was
quitting as coach for personal
reasons.

ACB chief executive Mal-
colm Speed said Marsh had de-
cided that family commitments
and personal priorities meant
he could no longer continue in
the role.

The former opening batsman
was reappointed coach for
another two years only one
month ago after Australia's
World Cup triumph.

Marsh leaves the team afier
the Sri Lanka tour on October 4.
with the ACB arranging for an
interim coach to accompany
the team on their tour to Zim-
babwe starting on October 6.

The ACB has started to look
for a permanent replacement
with former captain Allan Bor-
der and Queensland coach John
Buchanan early favourites.

Rixon proved a success as

period of enormous success for
the Australian team with a se-
ries win in the West Indies, an
Ashes victory and a win in Pak-
istan, followed by the World
Cup success,

He said his decision was a
difficult one but came down to
the Priﬂrity he placed on his
family after 14 years with the
national team as a player and
coach.

"Life on the international
__ t circuit is tremendously

E R T

GEOFF MARSH
rewarding and | doubt if there is
any better position than coach
of the Australian team.” said
Marsh in a statement.

‘But it can he also totally
consuming. Constant travel
and e{xtenl ed time away from
your family is very dem ‘
and diﬁiﬁu};t.” 2 Ruting

Marsh, who is married with
three children, said he had been
privileged to be part of some
great Australian teams "But the
time has now come to pull up
stumps and get on with the next
part of my life at home with my
family."

'It's as simple and as com-
plex at that.” he said.

Marsh plans to return to his
farm in Western Australia be-
fore assessing his future plans.

Australian captain Steve
Waugh paid tribute to his con-
tribution,

'Tve been able to work with
Geoff at close quarters for over

a decade, firstly as a teammate _

and now as the coach of the side
and his contribution to Aus-
tralia’'s success has been enor-
mous, " said Waugh.

‘The courage, commitment
and thought he displayed as a
player have carried over to his
time with the team as coach ary
it's shown in the way we've per-
formed under his tutelage.”

Speed said he had spoken to
Marsh about the decision and
had offered to make changes to
his role to better accommodate
his family commitments but a
compromiise could not be found.

‘Geoff and [ talked in detail
about some possible changes
that we could make to the role
in order to keep him on, but ul-
tlmate}}r wf{ could not find a
way ol making this happen.”
said Speed. . P

Pak-WI series in Toronto?

—

LAHORE. Aug 24
(Internet report):
The Pakistan
Cricket Board
(PCB) has received
e | offer from the In-

ternational Management Group
(IMG]) to play three-match series
at Toronlo against West Indies,
after India pulled out its team
due to Kargil issue,

The series is planned to be
played between September 16
and 20, according to a report of
the English daily The Dawn.

The chairman of the Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) ad
hoc committee Mujeeb-ur-
Rehman admitted that an offer
has been made by the IMG.

"We have been offered to play
a series with the West Indies.
But I will decide by the end of
this week whether Lo send the
team or not.,” he said from Is-

iamabad.
He. however, added that
though he has to consult his fel-

low members, he personally felt
that the offer should be ac-
cepted.

He emphasised that if Pak-
istan played in Toronto, it will
receive half a million dollars as
guarantee money besides shar-
ing the profit or loss from the
series.

"The board will get richer
and that money could be spent
over more development work in
the country," he remarked.

He added that in addition to
this, Pakistan would get a great
ﬂppnrtunitﬁ Lo prepare men-
tally and physically for the Oc-
tober's Sharjah event followed
up _bj,r the tour to Australia.

You can imagine the confi-
dence the team would be in if it
beats the West Indies. The de-
feat. on the contrary, will help

the team management to have a
look into the reasons and rec-
tily them for the following
events,” he observed.

According to informed
sources of the newspaper, IMG
has also approached the Indian
cricket board and have offered
them to play the West Indies be-
tween Sept 11 and 15 in
Toronto,

The IMG official, however,
said when the dates of the event
would be finalised,

Pakistan will get the prior-
ity. "We will first accommeodate
Pakistan and will then con-
sider India. If Pakistan is ready
to play between Sept 16 and 20,
India will be asked to play be-
tween Sept 11 and 15."

He said the profits of the two
series’ would be equally shared
by the three parties (IMG, Pak-
istan and India) while the West
Indies will be paid a guarantee
money.

Sana

COLOMBO, Aug 24
(Reuters /AFP): Sri
Lanka's new
captain Sanath
Jayasuriya has
o been cleared to
play in the Aiwa Cup one-da
triangular tournament matc
against India following a hand
injury, the team manager said
today.

Jayasuriya split the web be-
tween the thumb and forefinger
in his right hand while at-
temnpting to stop a powerful
drive by Australian batsman
Rickey Ponting during the
opening match of the tourna-
ment in southern Galle town on
Sunday. :

He received two stitches, but
team manager Chandra
Schaflter said that he would be
playing against India in Sri
Lanka's capital on Wednesday.

"He hurt the webbing of his
finger, but he is okay and
should play," Schaffter said.

Jayasuriya was unable to
shake hands witH the Aus-
tralian players after the match
because of the injury and of-
fered his left-hand instead.

Just before Sri Lanka en-
tered the May World Cup, Jaya-
suriya broke his right forearm
but pIEU{Ed in England with a
metal plate inserted inside his
hand.

Despite the injury he took
his first haul of five wickets for
28 runs in one-day interna-
tionals, but Australia went on
to beat Sri Lapka by 51 runs.

Australia's main strike
bowler Glenn McGrath has been
also sidelined during the first
two matches of the tournament

e

jury when he

h passed fit

due to a strained thigh that he
suffered during a one-day prac-
tice match against Sri Lanka's
Board XI last week.

India expects a major con-
tribution from captain Sachin
Tendulkar who is also plagued
with a back injury. However,
Tendulkar said that despite a
stiff back just before arriving in
Sri Lanka last week, he was de-
termined to play in the tour-
nament. -

SANATH JAYASURIYA

He showed no signs of the in-
played against
Australia in the opening match
at the southern Sri Lankan
town of Galle on Monday. Ten-
dulkar scored 14 but did not
bowl.

Victory in Wednesday's
match will give either team a
better chance of staying in con-
tention for the final after the
world champions beat both
sides comfortably,

The three teams play each
other twice before the final on
August 31.

Meanwhile local newspapers
said the future of a Sri Lankan

‘umpire is in the balance after

his controversial decision

against Australian opening
batsman Adam Gilchrist during

the first match against the
hosts.

D N Pathirana, officiating as
the third umpire, ruled
Gilchrist run out even though
the television replays favoured
the batsman.

Later., Pathirana defended
his action in a statement to a

newspaper, say;gg he had
viewed all angles before sending
Gilchrist back to the pavilion at
the Galle International Cricket
stadium on Sunday.

Pathirana is also in hot wa-
ter for viclating his contract
with the Board by speaking to
the media during an ongoing
tournament.

Despite the controversial
run out, Australia beat Sri

Lanka comfortably by 51 runs

in a rain-affected match. On the

following day, Gilchrist scored
a cautious 68 to steer Australia
to an even more comfortable
eight-wicket victory over India.

Pathirana, however, is due
to officiate at the Sri Lanka and
India game Wednesday but the
Umpires’ Committee of the
Board is due to take a final de-
cision later Tuesday.

LONDON, Aug 24:
England have
postponed nam-
ing their squad to
tour South Africa
_ ‘ 4 later this vear

until next Tuesday to allow the
selectors more time to consider
their options, the England
Cricket Board (ECB) said today,

| ¥
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reports Reuters.

The squad for the tour to
South Africa was to have been
named on Wednesday but ECB
spokesman Andrew Walpole
said the decision had been de-
layed "to give the selectors more
time to consider their options."”

- Walpole said it had been

Selectors need more time

planned to announce the Test
squad on Wednesday.

‘But it makes sense now to
take more time and announce
both the Test and one-day
squads next Tuesday." he said.

Apart from the Test series.
England will also play in a tri-
angular one-day tournament
against South Africa and Zim-

bwe.,

Chairman of the selectors
David Graveney, captain Nasser
Hussain and incoming coach
Duncan Fletcher wnuﬁ:l meet
again this weekend to deliber-
::dnver their squads, Walpole

Meanwhile, just over 24

hours after England completed
their worst home season in re-
cent cricket history, the first
move was made in an attempt to
haul the national team out of
the doldrums.

Central contracts for the
leading England players from

the start o
eed at a meeting at Lord's on
onday by the First-Class Fo-
rum (FCF) which comprises the
18 first-class countries and

MCC.
Earlier in the season, hosts

England had failed to get be-

yond the first round of the
World Cup.

]

next season were



