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India's deployment of

N-arms to cost $16 b

NEW DELHI, Aug 22 : India's
nuclear
weapons, as envisaged by its re-
cent "nuclear doctrine.,” will

deployment o

cost at least 700 billion rupees
(16 hillion dollars) over the
next three decades. a senior of-

ficial said Sunday, reports AFP.

Bharat Karnad, member of

the National Security Advisory

Board who was involved in
reparing the draft nuclear
lueprint, said the cost "is emi-

nently reasonable and afford-

able."
"According to a study pub-
lished soon after the Ma

nuclear tests, the cost of having

between 350 to 400 nuclear

weapons distributed over a
triad (air, sea and land) would

be about 700 billion rupees over

30 years," Karnad told the
Times of India daily.,

"In a worst-case scenario -- of

trade embargoes, international
credit cut-offs and other puni-
tive measures --- economists be-
lieve it will work out to ten

1998

times that amount,” he said.

Karnad told AFP the cost
might appear
large.” but is "less than 6.7 per-
cent of the India's 1996-97
Gross Net Product.”

"If the economy grows at
seven percent year then in
2030 the total cost will be just
0.7 percent of the Gross Net
Product,” he said.

"You will have to put the fig-
ure for nuclear weapons pro-
gramme in this perspective and
1l appears eminently reason-
able and affordable.” Karnad
said.

India's draft "nuclear doc-
trine” envisaged a weapons pro-
Framme that would produce a

and, air and sea-based nuclear
deterrent. '

The document would have to
be approved by the government
that emerges from next month's
general elections.

China, Pakistan and the
United States have all voiced
concern over the publication of

“unaffordably

India's draft "nuclear doctrine.”
R. Chidambaram. chief of
India's Atomic Enm;_g , 'Was
Hldia as

saying India had full capability
Fhack-

quoted by the Times o

to provide technologica
up to the nuclear blueprint.

He said the scientific data
that emerged from the nuclear
tests "closely matched the cal-

culations we had made by com-
puters” and that "is an indica-
tion of our capabilities.”
"Research and development
capability and technological
expertise ... will enable India to

maintain a credible nuclear de-

terrent as enunciated in the
doctrine," Chidambaram said,

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee said Saturday his gov-
ernment was for a broad na-
tional consensus on the nuclear
doctrine.

Vajpayee told reporters in
the southern state of Kerala
that there was a "public de-
mand" and the need for a "clear
doctrine” after India's capabil-
ity to make nuclear weapons.
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ts (R) money from fellow devotees in the yard of the
Mosque in Jakarta Sunday during a mass prayer
violence continues in those provinces. Some 2000
gathered for an end to ongoing violence in the riot-

troubled western province of Aceh.
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for Aceh and Ambon people as the
Muslim youths from different groups
torn eastern city of Ambon and in the

— AFP photo
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Death verdict to MQM men

Security alert

KARACHI, Aug 22 : Security
has been tightened in Karachi
after an anti-terrorism court
handed the death penalty to two

Pakistanis for the 1997 killing
of four US oil company: execu-
tives, police said Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

Paramilitary troops and
lice had been deployed in serg;t
tive areas and were patrolli
in armoured vehicles ami
fears of a possible backlash.
provincial police chief Rana
Magbool told AFP,

“The police have been put on
alert to make sure nothing goes
wrong after the conviction.”
Maqgbool said,

Two men he]nngiing to an in-
fluential ethnic political party,
the Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM), were sentenced to
death here Saturday.

Jut}&:& Hussain Bux Khoso
found Ahmed Saeed and Mo-
hammad Salim guilty and sen-
tenced them to hang.

in Karachi

Americans Ephraim Egbu,
42, Joel Enlow, 40, Larry Jen-
nings, 49, and Tracy Riticie, 41,
along with their Pakistani
driver, were ambushed and
gunned down in Karachi on
November 12, 1997.

MQOM, which represents
Urdu-speaking migrants who
came from India after the parti-
tion of the subcontinent in
1947, has condemned the ver-
dict as an attempt to tarnish the
party’'s image in the eyes of the
international community.

The party has admitted the
convicis were party activists
but denied they were involved
in the murders.

A party leader and senator
Nasreen Jalil said lie-detector
tests on the accused by the US
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) had cleared the two men.

A senior police official said a
two-member FBI team had also
investigated the case and

recorded statements from the
accused.
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u Klux Klan (L)

Eidd}'essaa the crowd as another Klan member looks on
du:_'mg a KKK rally Saturday in downtown Cleveland,
Ohio, as part of the KKK's effort to spread their message

of segregation, hate and intolerance

toward black gays

and Jews. Although the rally coincided with the start of
the city's annual Black Family Reunion and the Cleveland
Brown's first home game, the meeting, in front of a crowd
of fewer than 300, remained calm with no arrests or

disruptions.

—

— AFP phato |

_‘ Saud1 King ‘deeply

moved’, won't
attend son's
funeral

DUBAI, Aug 22 : Saudi King
Fahd was "deeply moved"” by the
death of his eldest son but will
be unable to attend the funeral,
due to take place in Riyadh on
Sunday. a diplomat told AFP.

. "The king wiill not come to
Riyadh, because the doctors

have said he is unable to make -

the journey in these circum-
stances -- he was deeply moved"
with grief, the Gulf-based Arah
diplomat said, asking not to be
named.

The ailing 80-year-old
monarch is currently in the
Spanish resort of Marbella in

his first visit outside the king-
dom since 1994,

He heard of his son's death
through his brothers Prince
Salman bin Abdel Aziz, the
governor of Riyadh, and Prince
Abdelrahman bin Abdel Aziz,
deputy defence minister.

-

Turkey turns to living as hope

for survivors dwindles

IZMIT, Turkey, Aug 22 : As
chances of finding survivors
dwindled by the hour and the
death toll continued to mount.
Turkey's embattled authorities
on Sunday began to concentrate
on the living, reports AFP.

Government officials, under
strong criticism for inefficient

coordination of a massive pa- |

tional and international rescue
effort, appealed to people to sto
sending food and clothes, calE
ing instead for either cash do-
nations or medical, sanitary
and earth moving equipment.

A statement early Sunday by
the earthquake crisis center
here said 12,040 people had
been killed and 33,495 injured
in the powerful tremor, which
measured 7.4 on the open-ended
Richter scale and devastated
Turkey's heavily populated, in-
dustrial northwest in the early
hours of August 17.

Some of the foreign rescue
workers who pnuredgx}ntu the
area were beginning to wrap up
their efforts. A Swiss team
among the first to arrive on Au-
gust 17 said it was returning
home after having thus far
found 12 survivors and about 80
bodies.

“Slatistically," said Francois
Irmay, a doctor with the team,
"48 hours after an earthquake,
it is considered that half of the
Ef”éﬂ-e buried underground have

E ! 1

But he added: “There are no
rules, everything depends on
the conditions."

The conditions in Izmit, he
said, were aggravated by the ex-
treme heat, which hovered regu-
larly at around 40 centigrade
(104 Fahrenheit).

The weather cooled off
somewhat Sunday as clouds
gathered over the stricken area,

but rescue workers were worried
that the rains forecast by mete-
orologists would make their
jobs more difficult and life

ellish for survivors who have
been camping in the open.

Labor Minister Yasar
Okuyan said efforts would now
concentrate on setting up sanj-
tary lacilities and housing for
suriavors, mostly in the form of
tent villages.

Newspapers said there were
plans to lodge survivors in
ﬁmnnasiums, youth hostels and

O

liday villages and homes in
the area.

The crisis center in Ankara,

- coordinating requests from the

stricken provinces. appealed
for "cash donations in particu-
lar” in addition to earth moving
equipment, generators, cranes
and compressors,

1 Sonia wrestles with -
foreigner' tag

NEW DELHI, Aug 22 : The for-
eign roots of India's Italian-
born opposition leader. Sonia
Gandhi, are casting a lengthen-
ing shadow over next month's
general elections, reports AFP,

The Hindu nationalist party
of Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee is stepping up its cam-
paign against Sonia, arguing
that someone who only took
Indian citizenship in 1983 is
unfit to rule the world's largest
democracy.

The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance, tipped by opin-
ion polls to win a clear major-
ity in the September-October
clections, has already pledged
lo enact legislation barring F;nr*
eign-born nationals from hold-
ing high office.

But analysts question just
how damaging the "foreigner"
tag will prove to the 52-year-old
widow of former premier Rajiv
Gandhi and her 114-year-old

Congress party.

Sonia hersell remains, at
least in public, relatively un-
fazed by the issue which has al-
ready triggered a damaging split
in her own party,

In a television interview
broadcast on Friday, Sonia in-
sisted that she had completely
severed her foreign roots, and
that she was an Indian in every
Sense.

1 don't feel one bit Italian.”
she said, "I feel completely In-
dian. [ love India. 1 love the
people here. India is in my
heart.”

The Hindu nationalists
think differently.

After Sonia announced that
she would be running from a
sale Congress seat in southern
India, the BJP promptly urged
voiers to reject her on the
grounds of her foreign back-
ground. '

Colombo holds talks with Delhi

Lanka shelves peace plan

COLOMBO, Aug 22 : Sri
Lanka has shelved a power-
sharing plan aimed at ending
the island's drawn out Tamil
separatist .war following the
failur’? to win nfapnsiliﬂn sup-
oort, lgr, i, political sourc
Eerésaid éun%ay{lrea; Q;Hﬁ

Ruling party legislators said
the government had’ hoped to
present the political package
before parliament this month
but the assassination of a co-
author of the draft had dealt a
final blow to the entire process,

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga who first unveiled
the peace plan in August 1995,
told a rally of her ruling Peo-
ple’s Alliance (PA) that ending
the drawn out war and restoring
peace would be a priority next
year, : | :

Kumaratunga came to power

rains and leaving
temple, AP reports from Ho

vans and trucks.

Clark resi
criminal investigation for his

Po

New Delhi.

pontifl would
1998 at the Vatican.

In diga

NEW DELHI, Aug 22: India’s
parties appear to be inching to-
wards forming two main power
blocs, but chances of a stable
Egvemment after the Septem-

r-October elections still seem
remote, analysts said today.

"Two power blocs are
emerging with a certain amount
of uncertainty on how the al-
liance will endure later on after
the elections,” political com-
mentator Inder Malhotra told
Reuters.

Several regional parties
have rallied behind either
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee's Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
or the main ~ opposition
Congress Part%( of Sonia
Gandhi, widow of assassinated
former Prime " Minister Rajiv
Gandhi, to fight the elections

opposition

.mph), also forced the closure of

~and bus services. The storm was estimated to be about 6
kilometres (37 miles) east to southeast of Hong Kong and was
Jorecast to move northwest at about 18 kph (11 mph).

3 shot dead in new riot in Ambon:

At least three people were killed and ei
new riot in Ambon, capital of Indonesia’s Maluku province, on
Saturday afternoon, the Antara News Agency reported
yesterday, Xinhua reports from Jakarta.

The incident started when large numbers of unidentified
people arrived near a market on Tulukabessy Street in Kijang

L B & , -
British Columbia PM resi
months of speculation, the premier of British Columbia Glen
gned Saturday after it was revealed he was under
role in the approval of a casino
licence to a friend. AFP reports from Victoria.

Clark’'s resignation came one day
investigation was made public, and followed a police raid on the
premier's Vancouver home in March.

pe tO ViSit Illdia NOV 5'8: Pope John

Paul Wwill arrive in India for a four-day visit on Novem
church official said in New Delhi yesterday, AFP reports from

John Dayal, a spokesman for the United Christians Forum,
an umbrella organisation of all the Christian groups, said the
; € in the Indian capital to announce the
conclusions of a synod on Asia which was held in April-May

in August 1994 offering a "hand
of friendship” to the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-

lam (LTTE). The rebel group |

abruptly pulled out of a truce by
attacking navy gunboats in

ril- 1995, e o o by
T In it GVér thred thonthe
Kumaratunga announced her
devolution proposals which
seek to turn the country into a
de facto federal state in all but
name but the guerrillas have re-

jected the plan wholesale.

Ruling party sources said the
President’s address to her sup-
porters, broadcast live over na-
tional television and radio,
made it clear the government
was keen to end the war and
implement the peace plan next

yer.

Kumaratunga urged the main
nited National

5

T;I‘l)pical storm h.its I']I{: A tropical storm

swepl across Hun% Kong Sunday morning, unleashing heavy
our people injured after a tree fell over at a

Kong.

pical Storm Sam, packing winds of about 62 kph (38.4

bridges and suspension of f

ght others injured in a

After

after news of the

rS. a

ble federal government.

The leftist parties have kept
their options u%en. although
they appear to be leaning to-
wards the Congress Party.

Cunfzress has ruled India for
45 of the 52 years since inde-

ndence from Britain and has
Jeen led by members of the
Gandhi-Nehru political family
lor 38 of those years.

But early opinion polls indi-
cate that the BJP and its allies
will win the mid-term election,
the third in three years.

. Malhotra said there was a
movement towards two loose
coalitions, in line with a trend
that began in the last elections,
but it was difficult to say if this
would lead to stability.

Another analyst, Mahesh
Rangarajan, said: "We are

S ——

inches towards

with promises to provide a sta-

Party (UNP), the separatist Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) and the leftist JVP. or
People's Liberation Front to
support her efforts. g

Meanwhile. India and Sri
Lanka havé.conducted defence,
talks amid fears Tamil rebels
were organising arms ship-
ments along the waters dividing
the two countries, press reports
here sald Sunday.

Sri Lankan Defence Secre-
tary Chandrananda de Silva led
a high level team of navy, air-
force and Foreign Ministry of-
ficials to three days of talks
with their Indian counterparts
in New Delhi, the Sunday Times
said, :

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger
guerrillas were believed to be
smuggling arms to the island's
north-eastern regions.

India threatens to dump truce
pact with tribal militants

GUWAHATI. India, Aug 22 :
The Indian army on Sunday
threatened to suspend a two-

year-old ceasefire -pact with

tribal guerrillas in the north-
eastern state of.Nagaland afies
three militant leaders were
killed by a rival faction, reports
AFP.

An army staterhent said the

killings involving warring fac-
tions of the outlawed National
Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN) might lead the govern-
ment to "intervene” and to peace
talks breaking down.
. No government can remain
a silent spectator and the secu-
rity forces will not abdicate
their responsibility of trying to
prevent violence,” the state-
ment said.

"This intervension may put

Eaid to the ceasefire and with it
opes of finding a peaceful solu-
tion to the political problems. of
Nagaland." - .

A rival faction of the rebel
outfit Thursday.shot dead three
top militant leaders, including
General Secretary Dall Man;so,
near Nagaland's state capital
Kohima,

Since the ceasefire deal was
signed in August 1997, 314
NSCN militants have been
killed while 237 others have
been kidnapped, the army said.

"Today fratricidal conflict
constitutes the most serious
threat to the security and sta-
bility of the state," the state-
ment said,

“The factions must refrain
from using the ceasefire to serve
their own petty and vengeful

ends.”

_ Five decades of fighting for
an independent homeland by
NSCN rebels have claimed more
than 25,000 lives.

L o.Cudamir, the chief ministen
of Nagaland told AFP the
killings "could derail the entire
peace process”,

At least three rounds of peace
talks have been held between
NSCN leaders and the Indian
government, including a formal

meeting last month in Amster-
dam.

While one faction of the
NSCN has joined the peace pro-
cess, its rival faction is vet to
accept the government's un-
conditional offer for talks, al-
though it has declared a unilat-
eral ceasefire with the army.

‘UK secuﬁty firm oﬁ'ered
to assassinate Ocalan’

LONDON, Aug 22 : A privale
British security limm offered to
assassinate Kurdish rebel
leader Abdullah Ocalan for
Ankara for 5.75 million pounds
(9.2 million dollars), The Sun-
'day Times reported, says AFP.

Aims Ltd, based in Salisbury,
leastern England, which has
close links to Britain's crack
SAS regiment and British secu-
rity services, proposed to "dis-
pose’ of the leader of the Kurdis-
tan Workers' Party (PKK). ac-
eording Lo the paper.

The proposal to kill Ocalan’

was made by Aims after it was
approached by the Turkish gov-
ernment in 1995 and asked to
advise on how best to neutralise
him as PKK leader, the Sunday
Times said.

The firm offered o track and
Finﬂnint Ocalan, and arrange
or his murder. It proposed us-
ing former SAS soldiers to

train a Turkish hit squad to
carry out the atlack in another
country. according to the
weekly.

The company also presented
a "kidnap" option under which
a snatch squad would take
Ocalan back to face trial in

 Turkey! said the Sunday Tirmes.

But taking the Kurdish leader
back for trial "may not present
itself as an option. The sim-
plest, o1 course, is the disposal
of the party in a given area,” it
reportedly advised in a docu-
ment submitted to Ankara.

In the event, The Turks de-
cided against an assassination.

The company later was one
of two British firms which to-
gether with the US Central In-
telligence Service (CIA) and the
Israeli secret service Mossad
helped Turkey snatch Ocalan
from Kenya in February, said
the Sunday Times.

:lﬁghan scholar

offers $113
reward for
head of Clinton

ISLAMABAD, Aug 22: An

Afghan scholar has offered a.

reward equal to 8113 for the
head of US President Bill Clin-
ton, an independent Afghan
news agency reported today,
says Reuters,

The Afghan Islamic Press
(AIP) quoted Abdul Rahim Mus-
lim Dost, an Afghan scholar
based in Peshawar near the
border with Afghanistan, as
saying "if anyone kills Clinton
I will pay a reward of five mil-
lion Ehanis (S113)."

"I think 5 million Afghanis
is not that big of an amount, but
the price of the American presi-
dent's head for me is not valued
more than this," Dost was
quoted as saying.

"If America sets the price of.
Osama bin Laden at S5 million

then we can set the price of the

American president at five mil-
lion Afghanis,” he said.

The United States has of-
fered a reward of S5 million for
the capture of bin Laden, whom
it accuses of be”tl_ﬁsbe ind the
bombings at two embassies
in Africa last August which
killed more than 200,

It has also been seeking to
extradite bin Laden from
Afghanistan to have him stand

trial in the United States.
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Imran Khan, cricketer turned politician, announces his party agenda for reforms and
reconstruction in a seminar in Islamabad on Saturday.
Minister Nawaz Sharif government’s policies, especially on Kashmir and demanded his
ouster. Imran formed his political party named as Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (Movement for
Justice) after his retirement from cricket.

Imran highly criticised Prime

— AFP photo

moving towards a two-front po-
litical systetn — BJP, regional
parties and local allies on one
side, and Congress with some
socialist parties and a few oth-
ers on the other.

lon

their alfies holding together for

g, although they were con-
solidating their position ana

resenting a formidable chal-
enge to the Congress Party.
‘It is difficult to describe it

“The third group is the left,  as polarisation ... they (some of

.which is tilting towards the

Congress."

He said that while the BJP
was prepared for power-sharing
after the elections, Congress
had not moved ond forging
adjustments in seats with lime-
minded parties to fight the elec-
tions.

Commentator Rashid Talib

was sceptical about the BJP and

LNl

the allies) are old BJP-baiters.
It seems we are in for yet an-

other unstable government,”

Talib said. "Within the coali-

tion and the Congress combi-
nation there are cracks."

In April, the BJP-led coali-
tion lost power in a parliamen-
tary confidence motion by one
vote after one its biggest allies
broke ranks.

political power blocs

Talib said the BJP had
emerged as a federal party while
giving room to regional parties
to grow, and Congress would
need to start emulating this
since ‘regional parties were
emerging stronger.

He said some kind of polari-
sation might take place after
the elections.

"The goal of a healthy two-
party, strong-opposition,
strong-government picture is
still a little far away,” Talib
said.

Analysts said that while the
BJP-1 National Democratic
Alliance had tried to show it
was stable, the grouping in-
cluded socialist parties like the
centrist Janata Dal and it was
too early to predict how things

would shape up after the polls.

But they said the BJP-led al-
liance would have more room
for manoeuvring than after the

1ast elections since it had shed

some of its difficult allies, and
would not be as vulnerable as
during the previous 13-month

rule,

Pran Chopra of the Centre
'for Policy Research said that
while the BJP-led alliance had
its internal problems, if it -suc-
ceeded in forming a government
after the elections it could ex-
pect to last for a longer time
since the biggest challenge from
the Congress Party would have

been overcome.

But Chopra said: "It cannot
at the moment be said that we
are in a stable situation or mov-
ing towards it."

Indian Christians begin
a nine-day protest rally

NEW DELHI, Aug 22 : More
than 200 Indian Christians
have started a peace march
from the eastern port city of
Calcutta demanding a federal

robe into the gruesome

illings of an Australian mis-
sionary, a report said Sunday,
reports AFP.

The protestors would reach
the southern city of Hyderabad,
capital of Andhra Pradesh, af-
ter a nine-day march to join a
Christian ral?r}r on August 30,
the Indian Express said.

A spokesman of the United
Christian Forum, which is or-
ganising the march said the
protestors’ intention was to
spread the message of "love,
peace and communal har-
mony".

An official commission last
month submitted a 250-page re-

rt to the government on the

illings of the Australian mis-

sionary Graham Staines and
his two voung sons.

They were burnt to death last
January as they slept in their
car in the state's Baripada dis-
trict,

The main suspect is alleged
to be a right-wing Hindu local
leader named Dara Singh, ac-
cording to the commission.

“The act of murdering

Staines and his two children
was inspired by Dara Singh and
his clout.” the document said
ruling out the possibility of
"any authority or organisation”
behind the killings.

Lawyer Gopal Subramanium,
who was involved in the gov-
ernment investigation into the
murders, said Singh had organ-
ised the mob that killed the
missionary. However, he added
further investigations were re-
quired to determine the exact
role played by those implicated
in the killings.

Herod Mullick, general
secretary of the forum said the
Christians could not "cannot
accept a report which has given
a clean chit to the fundamental-
ist forces involved in the

killings.

"Instead we demand a probe
by the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation."

A statement issued by the fo-
rum also called on voters to
elect a "government that can
hold secular values of the na-
tion and protect the rights of
minorities, particularly Chris-
tians."

The statement said Chris-
tians "have been targeted by
fundamentalist forces for the
last 15 months.”
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’ A priest jl.ll;lpﬂ over a ﬁ-t the Hungry Ghost Festival
held by the Chinese community in Kuala Lumpur on

Saturday. The ritual of a priest jumping over a fire is
believed to help the spirits of the dead be sent to heaven.
The festival is an event that the Chinese believe dead,

spirits roam the streets for a one-month per_md,.-AFPphnto



