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HE Government of
Bangladesh faced

formidable challenges in
the energy sector harnessing its
energy resources for sustained,
long term socio-economic de-
velopment and the more imme-
diate challenge of overcoming
gas and power shortages. The
need to move quickly to add
generation of electricity and
new gas pipeline facility was
not underestimated. However
tricky or difficult it did seem on
the ground the decision makers
experienced that serious efforts
were needed to attract fast track
private investments.
There were two intricate is-
sues involved under this percep-
tion : one, a dynamic vision was

needed to address the fast grow-
ing primary energy (gas) rich

sector, and the other was to ad-

dress the realities of power sec-

tor and ir;ll‘gmve management
e task of securing

forthwith.
adequate investment for meet-
ing the growing demand was
very difficult, These challenges
implied firming up maximum
commercial and economic
value for gas, however without
jmpardiz:ifll% the interest of the
country. e National Ener

Policy 1995, acknowledged that
the shortages of capital had
prevented systematic develop-
ment of energy resources
throughout the country and
ithat necessary attention had
not been given to policies that

rt-..

‘could bring forth needed ii1-

vestment from the private sec-
tor. In October, 1996 the Gov-
ernment approved, as a follow-
up of Energy Policy 1995, Pri-
vate Sector Power Generation
Policy of Bangladesh io pro-
mote private participation.
That was the beginning of pri-
vale sector power generation in
Bangladesh.

However, in order to define
the policy objectives and the
strategies required to realize
them. a number of questions
would need to be answered.
These questions may be : Does
Bangladesh have sufficient

roven natural gas to meet
ong-term domestic gas demand
and also consider likely benefit

from potential export possibil-

ities of the country? If yes, what
strategies would be most benefi-
cial for the country? If no, why
not? These dilemmas must be
overcome at the earliest. In the
electricity sub-sector what 1&%-
cal sequence of events under the
reform process be most appro-
priate from the country's point
of view? Whether the present
; sector monopoly in gen-
eration be replaced overnight
by private sector or a combina-
Uon of public-private develop-
ment would be more profitable
for the country? In this context
three most common approaches
for achieving private sector

participation in the electric .

spower sector include, privatiza-
tion of existing assets through
the transfer of ownership;: long-
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nergy Sector: What Should We Do?
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*While our recent energy pa!i&j has taken into account emerg
and its reflection on the geo-politics of the globe,

ing patterns of the developing world's scenarios
we must also determine how much we can depend on

- Joreign private investment in future or, for that matter, what kind of dependency syndrome is

term lease of public electric .

power facilities for operation
and maintenance by the private
secior; and development, own-
ership, and operation of new
electric power generation facili-
ties by the private sector. To
date, in Bangladesh, private
sector participation has re-
.mained in the third category.

The Government
Bangladesh (GOB) has success-
fully promoted private partiei-
pation both in the upstream

“and downstream energy activi-
ties i.e., gas exploration and
production under Production
Sharing Contract (PSC) and
.power generation — thro In-
~dependent Power Producers
(IPPs) respectively. As private
investment increases, GOB

would get the opportunity to-

further reduce its own sure
to relatively high risk activi-
ties. Within a span of about two
and a half years, about 300 MW
of private power has come into
uFeratinn. Hopefully, by the end
of 2002, another 970 MW of new

capacity addition would take

place in addition to atleast 500

- of

MW from the public sector. This
by no means is a small

achievement for any govern-

“ment in ‘Bangladesh, atleast

from the point of view of chal-
lenge faced boldly.
hile through transparent
and competitive bidding, the
negotiation with the IPPs were
conducted as per procedure, one
donor observe
Fmgress. “at risk due to delays
orced by institutional prob-
lems and inter-agency feuds.”
These are perplexing and un-
warranted observations, which
did give rise to an impression
that the private sector opera-
tors must be given out anything
and everything without any
scrutiny and at their asking
terms. Unfortunately, because
of undue patronage, atleast one
IPP managed to hedge vital de-
tails of their offers right from
the beginning which almost
Jeopardised the negotiations.
Apparently, the company still
have some unbusinesslike
plans up their sleeves. The gov-

ernment and the authorities
concerned must be on guard

about the

developing in the power sector in particular.

*

during the period of implemen-
tation to protect the national
interest. Such examples do
make the host country very
suspicious about the private
sector deals. |
Indeed, the Government is
aware about positive interna-
tional attention that
Bangladesh has achieved
through those competitive and
transparent bids. GOB has al-
ready taken some steps in the
private power investment and
is now initiating measures to
address other critical issues re-
lating to overcoming infras-
tructure bottlenecks and insti-
tutional constraints in expand-
ing the opportunities for use of
commercial energy. But noth-
ing seems to matter regarding
the dilemma in energy con-
sumption, particularly the non-
conventional or non-commer-
clal energy fuels development
and their distribution in the
rural areas. The governiment
apparently is indifferent about
any institutional support to
augment the current unhealthy
situation, .
* The Government however is

rm— =

committed to identifying and
Fvercnmir‘;ﬁ] constraints that
imit the cient transmission
and distribution of gas and
power, The high priority placed
on these aspects came into
sharp focus after the Hon'ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

took ‘charge of the Ministry of

Energy and Mineral Resources
(MEMR). GOB's willingness and
determination to allow private

: Earticipatiun in gas and power

as since been reinforced. Is-
sues relating to deregulation is
being looked into to address
some deep-rooted problems in
the under performing public
sector organizations.
Reportedly, actions are un-
derway to commercialize as
much asﬁrractically feasible
state owned companies and cre-
ate more opportunities for in-
creased investment. The Gov-
ernment is clearly looking to-
wards the private sector for
much of the investment re-
quirement. Although many
conditions do not appear con-
ducive but the timing appear lo
be appropriate for implement-
ing a credible reform pro-

gramme for the electricity and

gas sectors, perhaps with the

themes of decentralization. .
demonopolization and com- |
mercialization,

Amongst others, a number of
critical issues lingered the ge-
velopment of energy sector in
the past which include, but not
limited to, donor assistance
and shortages of fund. In fact,
financing of energy projects
largely remained in the quanti-
tative areas rather than the ex-
tent and quality of energy ser-
vices. Moreover. due to non-sys-
tematic exFlnratinn and ex-
ploitation of hydrocarbon. lack
of attention to institution
building and institutional sup-
port for new and renewable 1e-
sources ol energy, hardly any
balanced development of ener
resources commenced. Thoug
delayed, some attention has
now been given to encourage
private sector participation to
supplement and complement
the public sector efforts to fill
in the gap of shortages of fund
in the government coffer. In-
deed, Other development pro-
grammes like industrial devel-
opmernt etc. have been con-
strained due to shortage and
unreliable supply of natural gas
and electricity. The fact of the
matter is that organizations
dealing with commercial en-
ergy have not been operated and
managed efficiently. Worse still
is that proper and adequate at-
tention was not given to meet

the total energy needs of the

vast majority of rural popula-

tion.

While our recent energy pol-
icy has taken into account
emerging patterns of the devel-
oping world's scenarios and its
reflection on the geo-politics of
the globe, we must EIRS“-JEI deter-
mine how much we can depend
on foreign 'private investment
in future or, for that matter,
what kind of dependency syn-
drome js dﬂvegping in the
power sector in particular,
Questions may be asked ;: do we
wish to isolate domestic energy
demand from external influ-
ences? If so, how? A number of
authors in the recent past have
placed serious enquires through
their writings in The Daily Star
about the emerging politics in
South-east and East Asia and
the comparable technological
competencies in these countries
in terms of sharing their re-
sources. If it so happens that
our neighboring countries do
Flan to join the power league in
uture what should be our role?
Apparently, we are not sure, [,
for one, do not even dare to say
that the government is hesi:
tant. Yet, in my opinion, the
most important issue is the ini-
tiative required fo strengthen
our thought process. '

The author is retired Addi-
tional Secretary and ex-chair-
man, PDB

'Will the Genetical

| " E all rejoice at the
prospect of coming into
: commission of the Na-

tional Institute of Biotechnol-
ogy (NBI) in the not-too-distant
future. The NBI scientists would
soon make their decision to se-
lect crops and other research
topics in which work of the In-
stitute should begin. In the
Biotech Conferenag, scheduled
in Dhaka on the 15  of August,
:Dr. M.5., Swaminathan, one of
the star biotechnologists was
the keynote speaker. Since Dr
Swaminathan heads the Rural
Biotechnology Institute estab-
lished by him some years back

in Madras, he is in a position to
help NBI to select doable re-
search programme, it should

embark upon for the economic
benefit of the country.

- The big question now is
whether or not. . NBI should
choose to work on the produc-
tion of genetically modified
crops {GMO), also known as ge-
netically engineered (GE] crops
or transgenics, in view of the

vehement opposition voiced in-

Europe and Japan and more re-
cently by some countries of
Africa against the use of geneti-
cally modified crops.

What are GMOs, GE crops or
trarisgenics? Before | go further
to discuss the issue, let me ex-
plain what GMO meéans. Hi
technology is available by

‘means of which a plant or an
animal can be genetically modi-
fied through insertion of hered-
itary material called genes
from a completely unrelated or-
ganism, say a gene {rom a bac-
terium to a plant or from a hu-
man to a bacterium. Such modi-
fied organisms are called trans-

genics. GM, GE and transgenics

are synonymous. Say, for in-
stance, there are American cot-
ton transgenics containing a
gene from a bacterium (Bacillus
thuriengiensis), the plants of

~ this variety produce an insect-

toxic protein which kills cotton
bollworm. The latter is an arch
enemy of American cotton
‘wherever it is grown. There are
American cotton varieties
which, in addition to contain-

ing genes for resistance against

insect pests, also contain a gene
which imparts to it resistance
against a popular herbicide
called Round-up. The last-men-
tioned varieties of cotton can be
grown with reduced tillage and
minimum of insecticides, thus
-saving top soil on the one hand
and ground water and air from
pollution on the other,

How do we account for dia-
melrically opposing viewws be-
tpeeen USA and Europe in regard

“ 1o the GMOs?

According to an article of
Roger N. Beachy published -in
the 16th July issue of the presti-

ly Engine

i’

In view of the existence of two diametrically opposite views, one in favour and the other against

GMOs, the developing countries like Bangl

sh, where biotechnology is in its infancy, are
confronted with a very difficult situation — which to follow.

ious journal, "Science”, of the:
nited States, the field trial
with GMOs started in 1986. It
took several years for the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) to evaluate
the GMOs under field condi-
tions before they recommended
release of such genetically
transformed crops. In the as-
sessment of performances of
GMOs, all concerned quarters:
scientists, consumers, breeders,
FDA, EPA and actual users were
involved. FDA and EPA cleared
the GE crops because they found
them superior in their perfor-
marce over conventional vari-
eties.
Within the last three vears

" GE crops became so popular

that currently 40 per cent of
corn. 50 per cent of cotton and
45 per cent of soybean varieties
rown in the United States
uring the current vear are
transgernics.

Reasons for non-acceptance
of GMOs in Europe; According
to Beachy, non-acceptance of
GMOs by Europe is due to a
growing number of editorials in

the dailies in a grossly exagger-
ated language about the dangers
of GMOs and secondly Eurgpean
decision makers in recom-
mending GMOs did not seri-
ously take into consideration
farmers' opinion and those of
others concerned in such an
important matter. As a result in
Europe, including England, the
ublic opinion is growing very
ast against the use of GMO
crops. The opinions ressed
by NGOs influenced Fub ic’s de-
cision to keep away Irom the GE
crops. In fact, European coun-
tries except Great Britain have
imposed a ban on the import of
GMO crops.

Some NGOs in Great Britain
e.g. GreenPeace are so much
against GMOs that whenever
they get a chance, they destroy
the field where such crops are
grown. On the 25th July edition
of some leading British news-
papers, photographs appeared
on the front page showing the
destruction of such crops by the
GreenPeace members.

Voice against use of GMOs is
gradually building up in the
U/SA: Recently in the United

_saving

States also voice is being raised
against GMOs. This group is
discouraging the cultivation of
GE (Bt) maize arguing that as
against bumper crop in certain
regions such as Prairie, vield of
GE maize in some areas is below
average and that already in cer-
tain areas the crop is under se-
vere atlack of corn borer.
Prince Charles is also
against GMOs: The campaign
against such genetically tai-
lored crops is supported by no
less a person than the Britain's
future king Prince Charles. He
challenged those who advocate
that the increased productivity
of GMOs will not only feed the
hungry mouths of developing
countries where food shortage
is chronic but the built-in-re-
sistance of GMOs will greatly
reduce the use of insecticides
the environment from
further pollution, Prince
Charles said that.more in-depth
research is necessary to estab-
lish the fact that GE crops are
safe for human and animal
consumption before they are re-
leased to the market. He said
that if multinational compa- '

A Monarchy, Madam. A Monarchy'

N the international fora, all
R we have is nuisance value.

How can we be expected to
hold our head high in any
debate when we cannot even
tolerate a debate in our own
upper house, the Senate, on the
so-called "honour killings,' in
reality legalised murder?

On the home front, another
hare-brained half-baked pro-

-ject, the Prime Minister's 'Mera

Ghar Scheme,' is on the anvil.
The front end and the rear end
have neither been tied up nor
-tidied and in the meantime the
people’s land is being grabbed,
this time a round the grabbers
being the Federal Government
of Pakistan.

Realizing the importance
and necessity of parks and open
spaces, in 1982 the government
allotted a 30-acre plot to the
Horticultural Society of Pak-
istan to develop its scheme for
the establishment of a horti-
cultural complex, botanical
gardens, and a park for the en-
joyment of the people of the
- overpopulated, congested and
%arhage-ﬁdden city of Karachi.

ontour survey, planning,: de-
signing and preliminary work
~of like nature was carried out.
Site offices were built and set up
and a nursery
ever could be done with the
meagre bit of water which
trickled in via a half-inch pipe
connection was done.
The Society was not able to
. make substantial progress ow-
ing to the lethargy and ever-
changing policies of Sindh's
successive governments, for
want of government and insti-
tutional financial aid and sup-
port, and for lack of the
promised adequate El;:lpplj" of
water. Come 1988 and with it
Benazir Bhutto and Asif
Zardari. They
Sindh. under the able guidance
of Commuter Qaim Ali Shah.
their executor of evil inten-
tions, a Siraj Durrani, and
their othér crony land-grab-
bers. On one excuse or another,
the . Zardari/Durrani connec-
tion made efforts to have the
Horticultural  Society's 30-

lanted. What- -

established in -

Ardeshir Cowasjee writes from Karachi

"Those who fear that fields will lose to bricks and those who might hope
to gain from such an exchange would do well to remember the age-old
anecdote about an open space in London. 'Were I to enclose Green Park
within my garden, what would be the cost?' asked Queen Anne. 'A
monarchy, Madam. A monarchy,' replied Robert Walpole." Each successive

[ gnorant, deaf, fe .
acres allotted to wvarious made in avour of seven with its stay application came

time, this

builders and developers for a
price. The people protested and

successfully resisted.

The year 1990 brought into
ower in Sindh slayer Jam
adiq Ali of Sanghar. In April

of 1991 a gang of 'toughs,” en-
gaged by builders Wasif Wazir
Associates, invaded the park
site, overpowered the Soeiety's
chowkidars, broke into the site
offices and destroyed whatever
furniture and fittings there
were. They also destroyed
whatever saplings and plants

- had been niirtured. The matter

was reported to Jam Sadiq.
True to form, he declared him-
self to be ‘'shocked’ and
promised to 'investigate.' Jam,
of course, did nothing and the
land-grabber continued his job.
He built a wall around what ™ he
claimed to be his property.
Threatening noises that en-
dangered the Society's posses-
sion of the property were
heard. S0, to save its land, the
Society went to court through
its then president, Mahmud Ali,
and me, the two petitioners.
The respondents were the
province of Sindh and Wasif
Wazir Associates. Barrister
Khalid Jawed drafted a petition
(his first ever), we persuaded
the Grandmaster Sharifuddin
Pirzada to rise, and a stay or-
der was obtained restraining
both Government and builders.
Come 1985, and again Be-
nazir/Asif, with this time in
Sindh, Syed Abdullah Shah.
The Member, Land Utilization
of the Board of Revenue wrote:
to the advocate-general of
Sindh. ".....in pursuance of the
Prime Minister's directives as
well as concurrence of the Chief
Minister of Sindh...”, he re-
ferred to other allocations

has fallen on i

-of t

builders and urged him to take
up the matter "at your personal
level." He was asked to make
strenuous efforts to have the
stay order vacated and the con-
stitutional petition dismissed,
Luckily for us, the A-G was
unsuccessful. Come 1997 and
the advent of the second round
of Nawaz Sharif, and now In
1999, the Sharif sidekick Sai-
fur Rahman has identified plots
of land on- which the 'Mera
Ghars' can be built, one plot be-
ing the Horticultural Society's
land. | informed Saif that this
land was not for him to grab
and that he should make sure
that the prime mimister is not
ushered there to lay a mass-
produced foundation stone or
plant a sapling. Saif managed
this. For the information of
the prime minister, his man
Saifur Rahman, his governor
of Sindh, and his adviser on
Sindh affairs, the third Shah,
Ghous Ali, and his advisers,
secretaries, administrators and
officers, the legal status of the.
Society's 30 acres is as follows ;
"1} The Horticultural Soci
of Pakistan was allotted 3
acres of land in Deh Okewari,

‘Taluka Karachi, possession of

which was handed over to the
Society on 19/9/82. On 23/4/91.
Wasif Wazir Associates unlaw-

. fully and by use of force tres-

assed on five acres of this
and. The Society lodged a re-
rt with the police on 25/4/91.
eanwhile the Government at-
lemﬁted to cancel the allotment
€ remaining 25 acres.
Threatened with the cancella-
tion of the plot. the Society
filed Constitutional Petition

-No.D-520 of 1991 in the High'

Court of Sindh,
"2) The petition together

the Secret

and deafer ears.

up for hearing on 8/5/91. The
Court (Saiduzzaman Siddiqui
CJ and Imam Al Kazi J) issued
notice to the AG and called for
para-wise comments from the
Government of Sindh (R1) and
also restrained Wasif Wazir
Associates (RZ) from raising
any construction on the plot. A
cominissioner was appointed to

-inspect the site and submit his

report to the court. "3) The
commissioner visited the site
on 9/5/91 and reported that
there was a bound wall with
an iron gate surrounding five
acres of the 30 acres. and the
chowkidar of Respondent No.2
claimed it to be the property of
that Respondent. There was no
construction other than walls
with sheet-roofing, en which a
few labourers were working.
The remaining 25 acres were
undeveloped.

"4) On 6/6/91, the Court
(Saiduzzaman Siddiqui CJ and
Abdul Rahim Kazi J) admitted
the petition for regular hearing
and ordered that the interim
order passed earlier was to con-
tinue until the hearing of the
stay application.

"5) On 16/6/91, the AAG for
the Government of Sindh pro-
duced a copy of an order dated
4/5/91 passed by the Govern-
ment of Sindh which purported
to allot 25 acres of land to some
seven entities/persons (later
these were discovered to be
Ahmad Ali Construction
Company, Mobin Interna-
tional, Nasir Abdullah Hus-
sain, China Builders,
Mustapha and Company, Com-
bined Builders, Mrs Sabra Be-

m). The order was passed by
, Government of .
Sindh, Board of Revenue, LU
Department, issued with the

approval of the Chief Minister,
the land to be used for residen-
tial-cum-cominercial purposes.
On this the court ordered that
as the petition had already been
admitted, the petitioners’ pos-
session of the land should not
be interfered with until the
hearing of the stay application
and that the Sindh Govern-
ment order dated 4/5/91 would
not be further implemented,
Subsequently, the petition was
amended to also implead the
severl entities/persons.

'6) The last time this peti-
tion came up for hearing was on
10/3/99, but it was adjourned
for want of time. The applica-
tion and petition are still
pending and will come up again
or hearing,

"7} The present legal position
: As far as the five acres of the
30 ‘acres is concerned R2
claims.it to be in his posses-
sion. The Society disputes the
possession. The court has re-
strained R2 from raising any
construction thereon. As to the
remaining 25 acres, they are in
the possession of the Society
and the court has directed that
this possession will not be in-
terfered with. This order is still
operative. The order of the
Sindh Government dated
4/5/91 remains suspended’.

Now to a quotation which |
have used many a time before,
an excerpt from a letter written
to The Times (London) in
February 1987 | "Those who
fear that fields will lose to
bricks and those who might
hope to gain from such an ex-
change would do well to re-
member the age-old anecdote
about an open space in London.
"Were I to enclose Green Park
within my garden, what would
be the cost? asked Queen Anne.
‘A monarchy, Madam. A
r_nn*:u'l31'1::1'1{::,{‘1 replied . Robert
Walpole.” Each successive time,
this has fallen on ignorant,
deaf, and deafer ears. Whether
we like it or not, right now the
only possible saviour of the
people’s land, of their parks,
playing fields, gardens and

open spaces, is the judiciary.

!

nies diverted a part of the huge
amount of money, being spent
now by them in .developing
GMOs, to research for im-
provement of existing crops,
there would be comparable va-
rieties to bridge the food gap.
Such impro varieties would
ensure, on the one hand a safe-
guard against genetic erosion,
and on tHe other allow the
small and marginal farmers
planting their own crops to feed
themselves.

What should countries like
Bangladesh do in the face of
such conflicting views about GE
crops? In yiew of the existence
of two diametrically opposite
views, one group in favour and
the other against GMOs, the de-
veloping countries like
Bangladesh, where biotechnol-
ogy is in its infancy, are con-
[ronted with a very difficult sit-
uation — which side to follow.
Let us examine the situation in
the perspective of Bangladesh.

Now that NBI will be opera-
tional soon, a decision is to be
made about selecting crops to be
worked upon to produce trans-

genic crops incorporating de-

sirable traits including resis-
tance of crops to pests and dis-
eases. For the present. it will be
wise to confine our research to
non-food crops such as jute, cot-
ton and some timber trees; and
defer any programme on rice,
corn and oil crops except to
conduct trials with the in-

orted genetically modified
oodgraing in the experimental
grounds within the premises of

NBI under exper}lg.#nri_siﬂn,

Whiy do we (o confine

crops? Based-—en -ecientific-
proofs, those against GMOs ar-
gue that production of resistant
varieties containing genes such
as Bt is not a permanent solu-
tion. Over a period of only a few
years, such transgenics lose

their resistance against the par-

ticular pest the variety is bred
for. Secondly, the pollen of
GMOs by cross-fertilizing with
their relatives may create su-
perweeds which would defeat
any attempl to emadicate them
from arable land even by the
strongest weed killer /herbicide,
Thirdly, humans may not show
ajr%y symptoms of harmful side
ellects immediately after the
consumption of such food but,
the group thinks, that the bad
effects of foreign genes may sur-
face suhse?uently during the
life time of individuals using
GMOs or in their progeny.
Would transgenic jute or cot-
ton pose such a problem? Jute
crop suffers a great loss from
the attack of hairy caterpillars,
Obviously, varielies cor:taining
Bt gene will be resistant to such
a pest. Of the two species
(Corchorus capsularis and C.
olitorius) of jute which yield
"White" and "Tossa” brand of
jute fibres respectively, NBI
may initially confine itself to
"White" {C, capsularis) varieties
only, because first it's self-pol-
linated and as such it would not
cross- feriilize with non-GMOs;
and secondly C. capsularis has
no wild relatives and it does not
cross with either the cultivars
or wild races of C. olitorius . As
such it's extremely unlikely
that it would produce super-
weeds infesting jute fields.

However. people should be
warned against using jute
leaves as one of the items in
their diet.

What about the GMO vari-
eties of jute retaining its power

ered Crops Do More Harm than Good?

by Professor A. S. Islam

of resistance? Techniques have
been standardized to slow down
the development of Bi-gene re-
sistant caterpillars. It has been
demonstrated that if the plant-
ing is done with GMO's anfd non-
GMO's in the ratio of 4:1, toxin-
resistant insects do not develop
or develop very slowly, il at all.
Recently a super Bt gene, which
is reported to kill the newly de-
veloped resistant strains of
caterpillar, has been discovered
in Egypt. If necessary such
genes may be used to breed new
varieties of jute capable of
warding off the future enemies
of jute. As regards growing GMO
American cotton with Bt gene,

_the risk is not very high because

in the first place American cot-
ton is not an indigenous crop
and so chances of development
of superweeds are extremely
rare. American cotton does not
cross with the Asiatic cotton,
the cerneuum variety grown in
Bangladesh: so development of
weeds [rom the crosses of Amer-
ican cotton X Asiatic cotton is
very unlikely.

Genetically Engincered As-
pen varieties with 40 per cent
less lignin. Early this month a
genetically engineered Aspen
tree (it is a kind of poplar tree)
with 40 per cent less lignin has
been reported by Professor Vin-
cent Chiang of Michigan State
University. This variety of As-
pen will be extremely useful to
the paper industry; first it will
save millions of dollars now
used to bleach excess lignin:
secondly, freedom from use of
chemicals will keep the envi-
ronment clean,

The second area of research
should be to produce transgenic
jute varieties with less lignin
similar tu.transFenic aspen tree
reported recently in a joint ven-
ture between a university and a
private company.

ourselves presently to non-food:

Slow Poisoning

ILLIONS of people in
M Bangladesh are sub{ﬂct
| to some form of slow
poisoning from one cause or
another. Slow arsenic
poisoning [(through drinking
water) in the rural areas have
drawn global media attention.

In politics, acute biplorisa-
tion has see:mingli,; caused, to
use a mixed metaphor, gastritis
in the minds of millions of
adults; the freedom of thinking
is full of hiccups, causing jolt-
ln% democracy to be full of pot-
holes. This polarisation is due
to the self-denial absence of the
politicians in the governance of
the new state for long 16 years,
with the infiltration of other
autocratic coteries grabbing
power to rule the country in a
regimented manner,

In 1999, after two successive
demiocratic general elections
since the beginning of the
decade, the two main political
parties (holding 71 per cent or
more than two-thirds of the
votes) are still engaged in bitter
but un-enhanced tug of war
which is not pushing the coun-
try forward; as most of the en-
ergies are spent on each other,
leaving little for national con-
SETISUS.

The latter is a paradox,
where the rivers on the map
look like roots of a tree in this
deltaic region; but all fall into

the Bay of Bengal. However the
mighti; political leaders cannot
find the Bay of Political Con-

sensus. There is no place to fall |

or discharge except upon each
other! |

Corruption and nepotism
combined is slowly choking the
moral arteries of the nation due

mortal

by Abul M Ahmad

to formation of political
cholesterol within the system.
This causes social hypertension
of the negative culture; sprout-
ing several types of byproducts,
God is invisible, so are the
godfathers of
Bangladesh; whose hobby is
puppet-dancing, through ma-
nipulation of the strings from
behind. Terrorism and rent-
collection have firmly estab-
lished themselves in the soci-
ety. where even the police can-
not defend themselves, not to
speak of defending the citizens.
In desperation, the authori-
ties have started bull-dozing the
slum areas (vote banks earlier),
suddenly evicting thousands of
poor families on to the streets.
'Go back home" (in the rural ar-
eas) is the official admonition:
citing thousands of empty bot-
tles of narcotic 'drugs’, arms
and ammunition, found during
the raids from the dens of the
criminal and unsocial ele-
ments. The drug addicts and
traffickers hide in these poor
slumn pickets using it as camou-
flage — the fingers point again
to the political and millionaire
godfathers. The foreign donor
agencies are mutely perturbed
at this sudden blitz. One po-
liceman sacrificed his life and
created a startling administra-
tive adrenal secretion. How to
have more of the latter, without
loss of life?
Bank-loan defaulting and
Earnbling in the stock Exchﬂn%
ave developed into new cul-
tures for a decade. Bad habits
and culture die hard. and muta-
tions develop easily. The cats

have to be belled, but it is diffi-
cult to find non-cats to carry
out the operation in this cat and’
mouse game. The back-door
link is suspected to indirectly
finance the political parties,
who find themselves in a com-
promising position when in
ower. The politicians naively
elieve they do not form part of
the society, good and bad. Dif-
ferent environments are not
water tight compartments; os-
mosis do take place, as students
of chemistry like to point out,
One output is nepotism, now be-
ing exhibited at its brilliant
best. It can do anything except
keep one waiting. But the irony
is that the citizens are waitin
for nemesis, as the politica
chemistry is not working.

The India bogey is increas-
ing the communication gap and
provides handles to activists to
take sides. The grafted brother
is indiscipline. The alibi are the
parties opposing the regime,
Noted political analyst Gaffar
Chowdhury has termed sick
politics is also taking its toll in
the country of tolls.

One party has the anti-lib-
eration monomania, while the
other is out to create anti-In-
dian doubt in the citizens. Par-
tisan patriotism is at a pre-
mium in the political market
place, and many types of dis-
counts are offered. but there are
few takers. Both the parties are
spending more energy on each
other, hardly leaving any en-
ergy for the national problems.
But it appears that the present
hoary and fossilised politicians
cannot bring about deliverance;
we have high expectations from
the young generation,
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HOKE UP!

! End of story




