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'Proposed NIB
must have

a concrete

work-plan’
Star Report

National Institute of
Biotechnology (NIB) must have
a concrete work-plan and get its
priorities set before it under-
takes practical research activi-
ties, according to experts.

The government recently
appointed a project director for
the proposed Tk 50 crore insti-
tute to be built on 20 acres of
land at Savar.

Meanwhile, the proposed
NIB is going to hold a seminar
on biotechnology on Monday.
The seminar on "Research and
Application of Biotechnolo
in Bangladesh” is being jointly
organized by NIB and DEBTEC
\Development of Biotechnology
and Environmental Conserva-
tion Centre), a private organisa-
tion.

Prof MS Swaminathan,
Chairman of Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation of India and
a former Director General of the
International Rice Research In-
stitute (IRRI), will deliver the
key-note s h at the seminar
which is expected to be attended
by scores of biotechnology ex-
perts from home and abroad.

Talking to the Daily Star
yesterday on his arrival in
Dhaka, Swaminathan, also the
UNESCQ Chairperson on
ecotechnology, said that the
proposed biotechnology insti-
tute should set priority areas
for its future research activi-
ties. Besides, he emphasized
opening up of avenues for young
scientists to develop their re-
search skill.

Some local experts, aca-
demics and researchers told
this correspondent that there
should be a national conven-
tion on biotechnology ensurin
participation of both local an
expatriate Bangladeshi erts.
“National Institute of Biotech-
nology should be a specialized
one and that's why we want the
government to ensure services
of all talented people for the re-
search work to be carried out by
this institute”, said an expert,
who teaches biotechnology at a
university in Dhaka.

Another expert observed
that there should be a process
for problem identification for
taking up priority research pro-
*ecls. “We are already miserably
agging behind in the prospec-
tive field of biotechnology that
promises bright future for
mankind in the third mille-
nium. Even our next door
neighbours, India and Pak-
istan, have been in biotechnol-
ogy research for over a decade”.

After the Executive Council
-for National Economic Com-
mittee (ECNEC] approved estab-
lishment of NIB in May last, the

overnment appointed Prof

aimn Choudhury, a director of
BAEC (Bangladesh Atomic En-
ergy Commission) as project di-
rector. But, no other staff has
been employed till today, said
sSources,

Dacoity at
jewellery
shops in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 21;
Armed dacoits looted three jew-
ellery shops at Amirhat under
Raozan thana last night, police
said.

The dacoits looted 181 tolas
of gold ornaments worth about
Tk 12 lakh and Tk 80.000 in
cash, police added.

A group of armed dacoits
stormed into three jewellery
shops at Amirhat at midnight
and looted the ornaments and
the money.

Local people, protesting the
dacoity, put up a barricade on
the Chittagong-Kaptai road at
Amirhat point from 9 am to 12
noomn, police and witnesses said.

Traffic movement was dis-
rupted for three hours and bar-
ricades were withdrawn after
police officials assured the agi-
tators of arresting the dacoits.

Local people said that the
dacoity was committed in con-
nivance with some police per-
sonnel who dispersed the shop-
keepers just half an hour before
the incident. Police officials
denied the charge.

4 dacoits held
in Chittagong

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 21: Four
dacoits were arrested from an
under-construction building af-
ter a gunfight with police in
Cement Crossing area under
Bandar thana here early this
mnrninﬁ, police said.

The dacoits were rounded up
by the detectives of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police while they
were preparing to commit a da-
coity. They were identified as
Habibur Rahman alias Kalaiya,
28, Kanon Kanti Das, 25, Abdul-
lah Al Mamun, 20, and Enamul
Haq, 25.

olice recovered a rifle, a
gun and 20 bullets from their
ﬁnssessinn, The ring leader,

alaiya, is wanted in 15 crimi-
nal cases, police said.
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City BNP chief Sadek Hossain Khoka leads a party

procession yesterday to campaign for the opposition-

called dawn to dusk hartal today.

—Star photo

Rich tribute to Dr MO Ghani

Scientists urged to

undertake integrated
gene management

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday paid rich

tribute to eminent scientist and

educationist Dr MO Ghani and
called upon the new generation
to be imbued with his vision
and spirit building a happy and
prosperous Bangladesh, reports
BSS.

Sﬁeakmg as the chief guest
at the first Dr M O Ghani
memorial lecture at IDB Bha-
ban in the city the President
said a versatile genius, Dr
Ghani was a patriot and philan-
thropist who selflessly gave his
best for the wellbeing of society
till the last day of his life.

Agricultural scientist of In-
dia’'s green revolution, Dr
Swaminathan delivered the
first ever MO Ghani Memorial
Lecture on the occasion.

Presided over by the Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Academy of
Sciences, Prof Kamaluddin
Ahmed, the function was ad-
dressed by Science and Tech-
nology Affairs Minister Lt Gen
(Retd) M Nooruddin Khan as
special guest, former vice-chan-
cellor of Open University Dr

Shamsher Ali, and President of

Dr MO Ghani Memorial Trust,
Dr M O Faruque.

Recalling his personal asso-
ciation with the great scientist,
Shahabuddin said Dr Ghani
realised the importance of agri-
culture and brought about revo-
lutionary changes in the sector.

Dr Ghani pioneered the use
of chemical fertilizers, mecha-
nisation of agriculture and
pump irrigation. He suggested
setting up Agricultural Univer-

sity in the then East Pakistan
and was appointed founder vice
chancellor of that university,
the President said.

Shahabuddin recalled that
as president of Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences for long 12
years and as a member of the
National Science and Technol-
ogy Committee of Bangladesh,
Dr Ghani emphasised the role
of Science and Technology in
national development.

Dr Swaminathan called
upon the scientists to reach the
fruits of their research work to
the people to help them meet
their basic needs.

He identified food and pure
drinking water as the basic
needs of the hour and advised

the scientists to undertake inte--

grated gene management for
sustainable development in the
country as well as for the
preservation of the traditional
varieties of paddy and other
Crops.

Dr Swaminathan recalled
how the great famine of 1942 in
the then undivided Bengal had
inspired Dr Ghani and himself
to take up research activities
for the development of agricul-
ture and to bring about the cov-
eted 'green revolution.’

Recalling his personal and
academic association with Dr
Ghani, Dr Swaminathan said
he was an outstanding scientist
and 'Encyclopaedia of knowl-

He urged all concerned to put
in concerted efforts for making
the new millennium a 'millen-
nium of hope and prosperity.’

Hartal today

From page 1

The four parties and some
smaller ones brought out torch
processions and held rallies in
the capital yesterday evening to
drum up public support for the
hartal.

BNP brought out torch pro-
cessions from 11 points in the
city. The party's main torch
procession was from its city
unit office. at Nawab Yusuf
Market and the others were
from New Market, Motijheel,
Mahakhali, Mirpur, Pallabi,
Kafrul, Mohammadpur. Tej-
gaon, Uttara and Shyampur ar-
eas.

Jatliva Party brought out a
torch procession from Muktan-
gan following a rally there.

Jamaat and 10J held rallies
and brought out 'dermonstration
processions separately .The
Jamaat rally was held at Pu-
rana Paltan crossing and that
of 10J near Purana Paltan
Mosque.

Besides, Jagpa, Progressive
Nationalist Party., Democratic
League and Nationalist Demo-
cratic Alliance brought out sep-
arate torch processions in the
city in support of today’s hartal

Addressing the rallies yes-
terday, leaders of the parties
called upon the people to ob-
serve the hartal 'spontaneously’
and build up strong resistance
against the Awami League gov-
ernment’'s 'misdeeds’. The har-
tal will be observed peacefully,
they said and asked the law en-
lorcing agencies to discharge
their duties 'meutrally’.

Hospitals, newspaper of-
fices, food and medicine shops,
vehicles carrying newsmen and
water-electricity-gas supply of-
fices will not come under the
purview of hartal.

Sources said more than
9,000 riot police, battalion po-
lice and paramilitary BDR per-
sonnel will be deployed at vari-
ous strate%ic points and impor-
tant establishments in the city
today. '

Human chains
at Thakurgaon

From Our Correspondent

THAKURGAON, Aug 21:
About 5000 people today formed
human chains on different
roads in the town demanding
establishment of Bagabandhu
Science and Technology Uni-
versity at Thakurgaon and
upgradation of Dinajpur Haji
Md Danesh Agriculture College
lo a university.

Leaders and workers of dif-
ferent political parties, includ-
ing AL and BNP, activists of dif-
ferent socio-cultural organisa-
tions, members of Bar council,
chairman and commissioners
of pourasava, members and
chairman of union parishads,
members of the trade unions
and students and teachers of
different schools and colleges
joined the programme from 11
amn to 12 noon.

Earlier, the varsity imple-
mentation committee helcf a
rally in the town which was ad-
dressed, among others, by Alhaj
Fazlul Karim, Advisor of the
committee, Advocate FA Mo-
hammad Hossain and principal
Syed Merajul Hossain.

Assam

From page 1
the Welfare officer Subir Deb
Roy, and the contractor

Prabhakar Singh.

In another incident, a group
of Bodo militants kidnapped
three executives from Fatima-
bet tea estate in Barpeta dis-
trict. The heavily armed mili-
tants entered the tea estate last
night and kidnapped the execu-
tives at gunpoint.

The executives kidnapped
are the managers, Bimal Das,
Deputy Manager, Nabajyoti
Phukan, and Assistant Man-

Experts predict another big

quake: Istanbul at risk

WASHINGTON, Aug 21:

Turkey's massive earthquake

this week could be followed by
another one just as big, judging
from the way the dangerous
North Anatolian fault that
caused it has behaved this cen-
tury. US quake experts said, re-
ports Reuters.

More than almost any other
geological fault of its kind in
the world, the North Anatolian
fault line has a way of produc-
ing regular series of deadly
quakes, they said.

And Tuesday's quake, which
killed .more than 198,000 people
with 35,000 people still miss-
ing. could well have added to
siresses along the fault line.

“This fault is unparalleled in
the spectacular nature of its
grngressive rupture,” said Ross

tein, an expert on quakes in
the Turkish region at the US
Geological Survey in Menlo
Park, California. -

"It has this regular progres-
sive character ... whereas most
sites seem to be more random
and complex."”

Stein described the quakes
along the fault as coming in a
pattern like falling dominoes.
He said 10 quakes with a mag-
nitude of more than 6.7 had
been registered along the fault
between 1939 and 1992, "pro-
viding an unsurpassed oppor-
tunity to stud Enw one large
shock sets up tf‘;e next."

Even more frighteningly, the
next quake could well strike
further to the west — nearer Is-
tanbul, a city of 12 million
people that was hit hard in the
quake.

"Istanbul is at risk. That's
true.” Stein said.

The ancient city, which
straddles the Strait n¥ Bospho-
rus that divides the European
continent from Asia, lies about
40 km north of where the North
Anatolian fault runs.

A report from Istanbul adds:
Frightened Turks spent another
night under the stars in fear
that their homes might not
stand up to earthquake after-
shocks and Ankara rejected
claims it reacted too slowly to
this week's catastrophic
tremor,

As the death toll climbed
stood at 10,204 at 0400 GMT to-
day. and a "horrendous” num-
ber were still buried under
tonnes of rubble, Turks across
the devastated industrial
northwest of the country slept
anywhere but under bricks and
mortar on Friday night.

A Red Cross official said
"thousands upon thousands”
slept outside rather than under
their own roofs in the devas-
tated cities of Izmit and Goleuk.

“There were a couple of small
tremors, they're not sleeping in
their homes again,” the official
told Reuters in Istanbul.

AP adds: With hope for
finding survivors in the rubble
‘all but extinguished, rescue
workers fearing the spread of

disease began setting up tent
cities, hooking up portable toi-
lets and organizing food distri-
bution today for the tens of
thousands left homeless by the
quake.

Crews, working in the sum-
mer heat amid the stench of de-
caying corpses and rottin
garbage, tackled mountains o
rubble where possibly tens of
thousands of bodies lie buried.

Officials worried about out-
breaks of typhoid fever, cholera
or dysentery sprayed disinfec-
tants and distributed water pu-
rification tablets in hard-hit
areas.

In Adapazari rovince
alone, home to 360,000 people,
some 70,000 homes have been
demolished or rendered unin-
habitable by Tuesday's quake,
the governor, Yener Rakicioglu,
said.

With most of the population
sleeping in the streets, authori-
ties have begun setting up tent
cities, he said.

Tallies coming in from other
areas were staggering as well:
1.815 homes destroyed or unin-
habitable on the edges of Istan-
bul; 1,143 in the resort area of
Yalova; 752 in Bolu; about 500
in and around Izmit.

ager, Priyankar Pujari.

Divide country into
5 provinces,

demands Ershad

Jatiya Party Chairman H M
Ershad yesterday urged the peo-
le to pull down the government
rom power through movement
and save the country, reports
UNB.

“This government is ruining
the country. Giving more time
to this government will be dis-
astrous for the country,” he told
a public meeting at Mirpur in
the city yesterday afternoon.

"The sooner this government
is ousted, the better for the
country,” he added while refer-
ring to the various "anti-state"
agreements it signed with India.
He also termed CHT accord as
contrary to national interest,

The former president said

" the only way out to save this

country of 12 crore is to divide
the country into five to six
provinces for better adminis-
tration.

The meeting at Upashahar
Government Prima School
ground was presided over by
Jahangir Alamm Pathan, Con-
venor of Mirpur Thana JP unit.
It was addressed by JP leaders
Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Kazi Feroz
Rashid, Saifur Rahman, Adv
Nitai Roy Chowdhury and Abu
Hossain Babla.

The meeting was followed by
a torch [:‘vlmces:-‘.iun in support of
today's hartal.

Referring to the cabinet de-
cision to allow 'corridor’ to In-
dia, Ershad called upon the gov-
ernment to withdraw it and

lace the issue in parliament
or discussion. Otherwise, he
said, his party will boycott par-
liament, :

In fact, he said, the govern-
ment is out to allow India to use
Bangladesh as corridor. He said
India wants corridor to ferry its

oods because different groups
ighting for independence in
different Indian states are hin-
dering smooth transportation
of goods.

The country's independence
and sovereignty will be at stake
if corridor is provided to India,
he said, adding all the indus-
tries will be closed down as In-

- dia will not pay any VAT or tax

for marketing its goods in
Bangladesh.

Inaction,

From page 1

be updated and made effective to
suit the needs of time and
boundary walls should be
erected around the campus,” he
suggested.

About reported involverment
of teachers in manipulation of
tenders, Prof Bayes said he
came across allegations that
students, teachers and univer-
sity officials were involved in
such things. “Such allegations
demand investigation,” he said.

The Pro-VC denied that he
has rivalry with Vice-chancel-
lor Alauddin Ahmed.

He denied an allegation that
he supports the “rapist group”
of Awami League backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League and
had given them green signal to
return to the campus.

“If any Pro-VC intends to do
something like that, he has to
have control over the Proctor.
provosts and also police. But
none of the ‘P's is under the'di-
rect control of the Pro-VC. So
how can a Pro-VC provide a safe
landing to outsiders and their

sta?"?.“ Prof Bayes said. “It's a
- malicious campaign to tarnish
my image”.

He said the recent incidents
of capture and recapture of
halls by rival factions of BCL
might have taken place because
of tender. But he denied the con-
tention that it was a lall- out of

the recent Senate election of the
university.

Prof Bayes refused to reply a
question why police are not ar-
resting the chargesheeted ac-
cused of murder case though
they are staying at the univer-
sity halls. "Police on the cam-
ﬁus are not under my control.”

e said.

The Pro-VC feels that anti--
liberation forces at the univer-
sity do not have that much
strength to create any turmoil
like the recent one.

anarchy

Earlier, VC Prof Alauddin
Ahmed in an interview with
The Daily Star had claimed
that anti-liberation forces were
responsible for the recent agi-
tation and turmoil at the uni-
versity.

Asked whether the anti-lib-
eration forces are behind the
recent incidents, Prof. Bayes
said, “I live with the impression
that those who rise against so-
cial crimes are progressive
forces of the society. This is, I
presume, another type of libera-
tion struggle”.

“The recent students' upris-
ing was the outburst of their
pent-up discontent caused by
the alleged belief that the uni-
versity authorities showed
lukewarm attitude to the of-
fences,” Prof. Bayes said.

Stability a must
tor development,
says Anwar

KOWKHALI, Pirojpur, Aug
21: Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain has said that
socio-political stability is a
must for boosting the pace of
national development, reports
BSS.

The Minister was unveiling
foundation stone of Kowkhali
Thana Bhaban yesterday.

Referring to massive infras-
tructure development pro-
gramme of the government, the
Minister said the construction
work of Dhaka-Maowa-Bhatia-
para-Khulna -Mongla highway
is underway to facilitate devel-
opment process in the South
-Western region.

Hossain said we are encoun-
tering different types of social
problems and it is not possible
to resolve all those issues
within a given timeframe.

) Fahd's eldest
son dies

RIYADH, Aug 21: The eldest
son of Saudi King Fahd died of a
heart attack today, Saudi gov-

. ernment officials said, reports

AP.

Prince Faisal bin Fahd, who
is the equivalent of minister of
sports, died at 3 pm in the in-
tensive care unit of the King

Faisal Specialist Hospital in
Riyadh.

Prince Faisal., believed to
have been in his fifties. was not
in line to the throne. His uncle,
Crown Prince Abdullah, is the
heir,

Prince Faisal had been ad-
mitted to hospital earlier todayv
suffering from ’'severe heart
problems.’

Members of his immediate
family had started returning
from vacations abroad to be by
his side. a hospital source said.

Prince Faisal had returned
earlier this week from Jordan
where he attended the Arab
Games.

He headed the Arab Sports
Federation, which organised
the %ames for 21 countries and
the Palestinian territories.

King Fahd, who is on vaca-
tion In Spain. has five other
SOIS,
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Discussion on transhipment

From page 1
stipulated time but, he said, the
BNP at a later stage signed a
fresh bilateral trade agreement
in 1980 where both the coun-
tries agreed on transit.

He said that the BNP gov-
ernment renewed the agreement
in 1992 and 1995. The minister
also said that the 1980 agree-
ment by BNP is being men-
tioned because of opposition by
the BNP to the latest move.

Regarding the Opposition's
statement that India could not
be trusted, Tofail said: "If so
then the Ggp-nsiti{:-n should not
have signed any treaty with In-
dia at all."

About poor infrastructure,
the minister said that govern-
ment will not go for any deal
without getting the opinion of
experts on economic benefits,

_infrastructure facilities and

other relevant issues.
Federation of Bangladesh

: Chamber of Commerce and In-

dustry (FBCCI) President Abdul
Awal Mintoo, criticising Sai-
fur's remark that agreements
were not honoured, said that it
was surprising to know that
agreements were signed but
their sanctity was not main-
tained.

“If the agreements are signed
not for implementation then
why go for signing these agree-
ments,” Mintoo asked.

- Mintoo also said that the re-
gion had 20 per cent of the total
population of the world with
only less than three per cent
trade among themselves
whereas it was many times
more in cases of ASEAN and

European Union.

- Commerce Secretary Alam-
gir Farouk Chowdhury said
that the government did not ap-
prove any transit and that onl
approval was given in principle
to discuss the issue.

“If scope for discussion was
not given then the viability or
the economic benefits could not
be assessed,” Chowdhury said.

State minister for foreign af-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
said that both Bhutan and
Nepal were sovereign states and
that they could negotiate for
themselves and that
Bangladesh had no reason to
negotiate on their behalf.

Hafizuddin Ahmed, a BNP
MP, said that the government
should Address the issue on a
priority basis.

Raising questions about MIG
purchase, he said that the gov-
ernment should try to solve the
power problem first.

He said that transhipment
was not a priority and that it
was a need of India for defence
purposes and that Bangladesh
should not get involved in any
such controversy.

He also called for getting ap-
proval of two-thirds majority
in parliament before going for
signing such agreements.

Brigadier (Retired) Hafiz op-
posing the transhipment said
that the country failed to re-
cover crores of taka stuck up
with a few defaulters while it
was hoping to earn Tk 2000
crore per year through the deal. |

Professor Wahiddudin
Mahmud spoke on the timing of
the transhipment issue. The is-

sue will widen the gap between
the government an§ opposition,
he said.

He also said that if the gov-
ernment has to take any criti-
cal decision at the end of its
tenure then it should not pick
up politically contentious issue,
It should rather try to solve po-
litically acceptable problems
like the port problem, terror-
ism and illegal toll collection
in port areas, he said.

President of International
Chamber of Commerce Ma-
habubur Rahman said that
newspapers gave rise (o contro-
versy as it reported 1hat the
government had agreed to give
transit. |

He said that politics or econ-
omy could not progress without
having discussion and there
should not be problems in talk-
ing about the issue.

President of Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indust
(DCCI) M H Rahman said that it
would have been better if the is-
sue was raised after the expert
;:ummittee had given its opin-
on.

He said that everybody was
guessing wildly and criticising.
“There would not have been any
guess work had the government
taken the view of expérts and
proceeded.”

He said that Bangladesh
could go ahead with the treaty if
it was economically advanta-
geous for Bangladesh and that it
was also important for
Bangladesh to enter the Indian
market with a population of
more than 100 crore. )

Bvicted slum-dwellers have occupied the sidewalk in
front of Dr Kamal Hossain’s house at Bailey Road with

hastily-built makeshift shelters.

—3tar photo

Roundtable told

Skilled manpower
a must to
develop IT

Speakers at a roundtable
discussion yesterday said de-
velopment of information
technology in the country is
still a far cry due to lapses in
grooming skilled manpower
through appropriate training,
reports UNB.

International-standard pro-
grammers yet to be produced al-
thnu%h many training centres
have set up, they observed.

The speakers urged the gov-
ernment to control the training
institutes and formulate spe-
cific curriculum.

They demanded formulation
of copyright act for the progress
of the indigenous software in-
dustry.

Daily Bhorer Kagoj and Bl-
ASL jointly organised the
roundtable on "Information
Technology in Bangladesh:;
Barriers and Search for Solu-
tion" at IDB Bhaban.

Bhorer Kagoj acting editor
Benzir Ahmed presented the
keynote paper while former
advisor to the Caretaker Gov-
ernment Prof Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury, Dr Muhammad Ja-
tar Igbal of Shahjalal Science
and Technology, Bangladesh
Computer Samity president
Aftabul Alam and BIASL man-
aging director Naem Ahmed
were among others who spoke.

The IT professionals should
first develop software and ex-
pose it to the world instead of

waiting for orders from abroad,
they told the meeting.

The meeting appreciated a
government step to set up an In-
stitute of Information Technol-
ogy in the country soon. The
government also allocated a
space in Mahakhali area for
setting up IT village.

Transport strike in
Rajshahi divn till

6 am on Wednesday

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Aug 21: The on-
guing transport strike in all 16
istricts of Rajshahi Division
will continue till 6 am on
Wednesday.

It was decided at a meeting of
North Bengal Transport
Sramik Federation at Rangpur
bus terminal today.

The meeting demanded im-
mediate arrest of the killers of
Akram Ali and transfer of the
murder case to CID.

Akram Ali, a leader of Rang-
pur Motor Sramik Union was
murdered on Sunday at a
Dhaka coach counter at GL Roy
Road in the town.

Addressing the meeting, the
leaders of the Transport
Sramik Federation urged the
authorities concerned to meet
their demands by August 25,
otherwise, they threatened an
indefinite transport strike in
the northern region.

Buriganga
From page 1
survey at all.

"We have conducted techni-
cal studies on the river pollu-
tion and encroachment and
submitted our reports to the
government along with recom-
mendations, but none has ever
seen implementation of any of
the recommendations,” a
source at the Department of En-
vironment said.

The DOE source said succes-
sive governments conducted ex-
pensive technical studies on
Hazaribagh tanneries with for-
eign assistance. All these re-

orts have now been shelved to
aunch another survey to set up

a Tk 3.66 crore Central Effluent
Treatment Plant (CETP) with

assistance from the United Na-
tions Industrial Development
Organistation (UNIDO).
he idea is to recover and
commercially use chromium
that has been discharged into
the river for nearly forty years.
According to reports, the project
is now progressing at a snail's
pace due to bureaucratic tangle,
A study conducted by the
Surface Water Modeling Centre
[SWMC) says that pollution
level is so high that oxygen is
almost non-existent in Burig-
anga water. No aquatic creature
can survive in such water. Even
as source of recreational, fish-
ing and irrigation water, the
river does not satisfy the Envi-
ronmental Quality Standards
(EQS), the report compiled by
SWMC specialists Mir Mostafa
Kamal and Fazle Rabbi said.
Engineers, planners and en-
vironmentalists suggest that all
the major pollution sources
such as Hazaribagh tanneries,
Dholaikhal and Tté_}gann Indus-
trial Area, should be capped
with some sort of pollutant re-

' tention points on an urgent ba-

sis. A centralised effluent
treatment plant can be in-
stalled in future when the gov-
ernment can afford, they sug-

gested,

DOE stresses the urgent need
for increasing the capacity of
Pagla sewage treatment plant
which is covering less than 30
percent of the city's total

e.

Dredging of the river bed is
also essential as it would not
only remove the huﬁe deposit of
solid waste from the river bed
but also make the illegal struc-
tures along the river vulnerable.
Dredging will be ‘very effective’
in discouraging encroachment

on the river, experts said.

The Water Development

Board (WDB), the DOE and Ra-
juk agree that a circular road
along the river could deter both
l pollution and encroachment.



