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India’s ‘N-doctrine’

finds few

nuclear policy is raising con-
cernis at home and abroad. with

critics accusing government

hawks of promoting an out-
dated and dangerous Cold War
mentality, reports AFP.

India’'s draft "nuclear doc-
trine,” unveiled on Tuesday, en-
visaged a weapons programime
that would produce a land, air
and sea hased nuclear deterrent.

The document, which would
have to be approved by the gov-
ernment that comes out of next
month's general elections. was

ven a frosty welcome by the

nited States, China and the
Indian press.

"This doctrine seems to have
been hastily drafted, and an-
nounced for reasons other than
security," The Indian Express
saild Thursday, wvoicing a
widely-held view that the Hindu
nationalist government of
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee saw the document as a
potential vote winner.

"The timing of the documen-
t's release is sinister in as much
as it seems to cash in on the
surge of assertive nationalism
evoked by the recent Kashmir
conflict,” said the Hindustan
Times. '

"The draft could well have
waited until after the elections
are over,"

In Washington, US State De-
artment spokesman James
ubin said the doctrine's com-

mitment to developing a nu-
clear arsenal was neither in the
interest of India, the United
States nor the world at large.

"We have received the docu-
ment and we are studying it. In
general, we do not find it an en-
couraging document,” Rubin

said' Wednesday.

followers

- He also stressedehat Wash-
ington would continue to press
New Delhi to sign and ratlg' the
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, two forego nuclear

weaponisation and to halt pro-

duction of fissile material.
An opportunity to push

'home that message will come in

a couple of weeks at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly session in New
York, where Indian Foreign
Minister Jaswant is e
meet US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright or her
deputy Strobe Talbott.

Addressing some of the con-

cerns over the draft doctrine, .

Singh insisted Wednesday that
India’'s nuclear programme
would not upset the global non-
proliferation regime.

"What India has done is
acted in its own interest to en-
hance the strategic space and
autonomy that it has. There is
no need for anyone to fear from
what is after all a discussion
paper.” he said. :

India's nuclear policy is
"neither country-specific nor
strike-specific and to read
anything more is cnmc;lmletﬁl}r
unwarranted," Singh said.

Wheén India came out of the
nuclear closet with a series aof
underground tests in May last
year, New Delhi party justified
the move by pointing to a per-
ceived China threat.

Beijing reacted to the publi-
cation of the nuclear doctrine
by calling on India to renounce
its nuclear weapons and ballis-
tic missile programmes.

“This is conducive to the
prevention of an arms race in
the region and to maintain se-
curity and stability,” said For-
eign Ministry spokesman Zhu
Bangzao. '

Xpected to

3 more aftershocks hit

Rescue workers race against clock

IZMIT, Turkey, Aug 19 : Res-

cue workers raced against the .

clock Thursday to dig through
the rubble of Turkey's earth-
quake disaster after finding
several people alive, but the
death toll soared past 5,300, re-
ports AFP. .

The governiment crisis centre
in Ankara said 4,063 people
were killed and 18,225 injured

as of 7:00 a.m. (0400 GMT], but

the death toll was expected to
rise further as the chances of
finding survivors from Tues-
day's tremor diminished.

€ death toll of the devastit-
ing earthquake in Turkey rose
to 5,300 on Thursday, according
to figres reported by the Anato-
lia news agency.

Some 30,000 were injured in
the gquake, according to these
latest figures.

- Three more aftershocks
struck the region early Thurs-
day. measuring 4.2, 4.0 and 4.1
on the Richter scale, accordin
to the Kandilli seismologica
institute in Istanbul. |

But rescuers drew fresh
courage from the discovery of
severai survivors overnight.

One German rescue team was
frantically digging through a
pile of rubble in Izmit early
Thursday after hearing sur-
vivors banging on debris 54
hours after the quake.

"Our dogs have also indicated
that people are alive in there," a
rescue worker told AFP,

In Duzce in northwestern
Anatolia, a woman and a
teenage girl were freed from the
debris of a five-storey building
some 44 hours after the quake,

as British and Turkish rescuers
continued work to save two
more people thought to be under
the rubble.

And grim faces cheered up a
little in Golcuk, a small town
ng the Sea of Marmara, as res-
ciers miraculously disentan-
gled a 15-day-old baby girl after
eight hours of intensive work.

German teams dug out alive a
young boy and a woman in
Izmit late Wednesday, while
Russian experts found a 13-
year-old boy and a 35-year-old
woman alive under the rubble
in Golcuk.

-
d

Rescuers have estimated that

those trapped under the rubble
can survive about 72 hours --
the stretch of time a person can
go without water.

As a result, search and rescue
missions have top priority until
Friday, rescuers said.

e tremor, measuring 7.4
on the Richter scale, claimed
more than 2,000 lives and in-
jured almost 5,000 in Izmit
alone, where the epicentre was
located.

The Anatolia news agency
quoted officials as saying that
over 76,000 buildings in Izmit
were damaged in the quake,
4,300 of which were classified
as having received "heavy dam-
age.”

In neighbouring Sakarya.
almost 900 people were killed
and more than 3,000 injured,
while in Yalova on the Mar-
mara shore close to 350 people
died and more than 2,500 were
injured, the crisis centre said.

In Istanbul some 460 people
died and more than 5,000 were

injured, while several hundred
were Killed in Bolu, Bursa, Es-
kisehir, Tekirdag and Zongul-
dak.

In lzmit, firefighters
overnight managed to bring un-
der control a fierce blaze in a
state-owned oil refinery.
~ "The fire is under control al-
though we cannot yet say one
hundred percent under control,”
Husamettin Danis, general di-
rector of the Tupras refinery,
said.

Of the six oil tanks that were
on fire, three with a capacity of
10,000 tonnes each collapsed
after their contents burned out,
while another tank with a ca-
pacity of 8,000 tonnes was still
engulfed in flames, Danis said.

The fires at two smaller
tanks of 3,000 and 1,000 tonnes
were nearly extinguished.

Officials meanwhile sped up
efforts to restore power, phone
and water lines and repair
damaged roads to facilitate the
delivery of relief aid as doctors
in Izmit warned of an imminent
risk of disease and epidemics.

But local reports criticized
the government's humanitarian
aid as insufficient, as residents
in Sakarya complained of not
receiving food more than 24
hours after the quake and bod-
ies started to decompose in
overflowing morgues in lzmit.

The quake also changed
Turkey's geographical make-up,
as the Marmara Sea submerged
parts of the southern shore and
moved its coastline several me-
ters inland.

According to press reports;

Turkey was also moved two

meters closer to Greece.

Local residents, sit on their bélﬁngings Wedned whic
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they recovered from their collapsed home in Adapazari in
the Sakarya region, two days after a massive earthquake
hit western Turkey. Turkey keeps up hopes early
Thursday of finding more survivors in the debris of
crushed buildings even as the death toll exceeded 5,300.

— AFP photo

Milosevic's party'

offers early polls

BELGRADE, Aug 19: Plan-
ning a mass anti-government
rally Thursday, opposition
leaders said they would only
agree to Slobodan Milosevic's
otfer to.hold early elections if
the president steps down and
the vote is held under interna-
tional control, reports AP,

The offer Wednesday ap-
peared to be a last-minute con-
cession to to defuse Yu-
gns]avia's political crisis and

eflate the upcoming rally in
Belgrade. |

"We believe that there are
more important things on the
nation's agenda than the elec-
tions, but if the opposition
wants that, so be it.” Ivica
Dacic, a spokesman for Milose-
vic's ruling Socialist Party, told
The Associated Press. "We are
ready."

On the eve of the Belgrade
protest, 20,000 people rallied
Wednesday in the country's
third-largest city of Nis,
chanting "resignations, resig-
nations,” the independent news
agenicy Beta said.

Waves of anti-Milosevic
protests began in Serbia, the
dominant republic in Yu-

goslavia, after the 78-day NATO

air campaign left the count
. badly da ed, impoverished.
isolated and without control
over the southern province of
Kosovo. The air campaign was
launched to force Milosevic to
accept a peace plan for the sepa-
ratist Kosovo province.
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Four gunmen were killed and two
kidnap attempt on a wealthy Filipino-Chinese family in the
southern Phl]igpincs. police said yesterday, AFP reports from

Similar rallies in the capital
in 1996-97 pushed the Yugoslav
president to make concessions
o pro-democracy activists.
Milosevic later took advantage
of power struggles among coali-
tion leaders to backpeda!l on all
of the deals.

When asked about Thurs-
day's demonstration, US State
Degartment spokesman James
P Rubin said Washington be-
lieved the people of Serbia "and
the ple of the Balkans would
be far, far better off if an in-
dicted war criminal were no
longer to be the president of Yu-
goslavia. We believe that this is
a view that is increasingly tak-
ing hold in a number of parts of
Yugoslav and Serbian society.”

Rubin said US officials have
met with opposition leaders

and have. been encouraging

them to maintain unity as a

means of hastening Milosevic's

departure.

Opposition leaders have still
been unable to forge a common
front against Milosevic. A k
opposition leader; Vu
Draskovic, for example, will
not attend Thursday's rally. In
the past, he had led the biggest
protest against Milosevic.

On ednesday another
Hrnminent opposition leader

ed Belgrade for .Montenegro,

Yugoslavia's rebellious

province whose government
opposes Milosevic.

Bomb on bus kills 6 in China:

A bomb exploded aboard a minibus in southwestern China,
killing six people and wounding-23 others. a police official said
Thursday, AP reports from Shanghai. - -

The blast Wednesday morning in Fengjie County on he
outskirts of Chongqging, a major industrial city. would be at
least the 10th bombing this year in China. The violence has
heightened official fears of unrest by workers and farmers
angry at layoffs, stagnating incomes and corruption.

en killed in Philippines:

policemen wounded in a

nmen on three motor boats swooped on the
coastal village of Kawit late Wednesday and tried to abduct two
sons of shipyard owner Joaquin Tong, police said.

Iraq urges UN to stop US,
UK’s strikes on civilians

BAGHDAD, Aug 19 : Baghdad
urged the United Nations on
Thursday to end the US and
British air strikes on civilian
areas, after saying that its

lanes had challenged the al-
ied jets patrolling Iraqi
airspace for the first time in
months, reports AFP.
"The United Nations is en-

tirely responsible for what is .

happening to the Iraqgi people
and the Security Council must
stop this aggression and take
concrete measures,” said the
Babel daily, run by President
Saddam Hussein's eldest son.
= Baghdad, says at least 20
civilians, including 12 mem-
bers of one family, were killed
Tuesday during US and British
air strikes in the north and
south of Iraq. A further three
died in Monday's strikes.
But the United States on
Wednesday said it had no evi-

dence to suggest that any civil-
jans died in the attacks.
The Baath party’s Ath-

Thawra daily on Thursday
called on the United Nations "to
open an enquiry tg. ask the
United States an in what
right they have to pursue their
aggression against Iraq for
eight months.”

"The United Nations is as-

sisting as a spectator while
Iraqi civilians are dying every
day because of the US and
British raids,” the newspaper
said. ;

Those slain are "the victims
of a collective extermination
because of the strikes and the
(UN) embargo.” imposed in 1990
following Iraq's invasion and
occupation of Kuwait,

The armed forces' Al-Qadis-
siya daily also urged the Secu-
rity Council "to adopt a serious
and responsible attitude to dis-
suade the aggressors,"” and
called on the Arab League "to
apply the Arab convention on a
common defence."

The newspaper slammed the
league for not helping Iraq and
for its officials’ "sterile com-
ments” and its insistence that

Iraq should apologise to Kuwait

for the 1990 invasion.

"To whom should we present
our apologies? To those who of-
fer military facilities to British
and US planes so that they can
carry out their raids on Iraqi
houses?" the daily said, refer-

ring to Saudi Arabia and.
Kuwait.
Tuesday's strikes hit a house

in the small town of Jassan, to
the south-east of the capital,

" killing 12 members of a family.
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Peupl sl on a
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in Calcutta. Homelessness is a rapidly growing problem in

. Calcutta as India's population continues to grow. A

debate has broken out over the expected date at which
India’s population will reach one billion._ AFP photo

NEW DELHI, Aug 19 ; Indian
Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha pledged Thursday to
provide the armed forces with
all the funding they need to
modernise in the wake of the
recent Kashmir crisis, reports
AFP. ‘

"Whaltever may be the finan-
cial needs and requirements of
the armed forces we will meet
them." Sinha told reporters.

"We will meet India's security
needs without compromising in
any way, by reigning in expen-
diture and increasing the tax
base,” he added.

It took India 10 weeks to
complete its military offensive
launched May 9 to oust Islamic

errillas who had ecrossed into

ndian territory from Pakistan
across the disputed Kashmir
border. .

After the fighting, senior
army officers complained that
a lack of modern weaponry and
surveillance technology had
drawn out the conilict, which
cost the lives of more than 400
Indian troops.

They also called for a signifi-
cant increase in the national
defence budget. which is cur-
rently running -at around 2.3
percent of gross domestic prod-
uct.

Stressing that the govern-
ment would have "absolutely no
hesitation in servicing the
needs of the armed forces,”
Sinha said the current eco-
nomic uplurn in India should
provide the tax revenue in-

creases to meet the army's tund-
ing demands.

Sinha's remarks came dur-
ing a press conference which
amounted to a review of the
Hindu nationalist-led coali-
tion's economiic record in office,
and its vision for the future if
returned to power after next
month's general elections;

‘India to meet all financial
needs of armed forces’

Sinha also hinted that a new
government might reconsider
an earlier decision not to levy a
special war tax to help pay for
the cost of the Kashmir conflict.

"We shall evaluate and con-
sider this in October ... by such
time we will also have studied
the needs of increasing our al-
locations.” he said.

Russian jets bomb rebel-held
village 1n Dagestan

MAKHACHKALA, Russia,
Aug 19 : Russian warplanes
pounded the Muslim rebel-held
village of Tando in Dagestan
overnight as the death toll from
13 days of fighting climbed to
40 among Russian and Dages-
tani forces, Russian officials
said Thursday, reports AFP,

Moscow also vowed to step up
its campaign to root out Muslim
rebels from Chechnya who
seized mountain villages in
southwest Dagestan on August 7
as part of a drive to set up an Is-
lamic state in the northern
Caucasus.

"Intensive military actions
will continue in the coming
days." said Russian Deputy In-
terior Minister Igor Zubov at a
Moscow news conference,
adding that government forces
were planning "large-scale op-
erations on the entire territory

ni:}ftﬂagestan against the terror-
$ S..‘FI

Zubov said fighting in
Dagestan had left 40 dead and
160 injured among Russian and

Dagestani forces, up from 29
dead,

But the Russian official put
the number of casualties on the
rebel side much higher at be-
tween 400 to 500 dead.

Russian military sources
earlier this week said 600 reb-=ls

had died in fighting wh:le
spokesmepq for the rebels in the
Cheche ital of Grozny have
also cla to have inflicted

ht::jav}r losses on the Russiin
side.

Russian aircraft carried out
some 30 bombing raiils
overnight, pounding positions
held by the rebels at Tando in
the Botlikh district bordering
Chechnya,

Afghan faction rejects

Pak peace mediation

DUSHANBE, Aug 19 : Afghan
groups allied to opposition
cominander Ahmad Shah Ma-
sood have rejected Pakistan's
offer to mediate in peace talks
with the Taliban, an Afghan
delegation said here Thursday,
reports AFP.

"We have rejected the media-
tion proposal of the Pakistani
delegation,” said Muhammad
Yunus Konuni, head of the
Afghan delegation. .

"We explained to the Pak-
istani representatives that they
cannot act as mediators because
a mediator is a neutral and im-
partial person and they are at
war against us." he told re-
porters.

Konuni, who met with Pak-

istani Interior Minister Rustam
Shah in the Tajik capital,
called on Pakistan to end its
support for the Taliban militia
and to withdraw its forces from
Afghan territory.

© ~ Islamabad has repeatedly
denied claims that it is support-
ing the Taliban, an Islamic
hardline militia which wnow
‘controls most of Afghanistan.

But delegations from the -

Afghan opposition and Pak-
istan will meet again next week
although no firm date or venue
for-the talks have been set.
Pakistani officials were to
travel Saturday to the southern

Afghan region of Kandahar..

headquarters of the Taliban.

Rebels’ infi ghting in NE India
“threatens peace talks

GUWAHATI, India, Aug 19 ;
Tribal separatists in the north-
eastern Indian state of Naga-
land shot dead three leaders of a
rival militant faction Thurs-
day, jeopardising peace talks to
end a 52-year insurgency in the
region, reports AFP.

A police spokesman said
members of the outlawed Na-
tional Socialist Council of Na-
galand (NSCN) had ambushed
the hideout of a rival NSCN fac-
tion near the state capital Ko-
hima inn the early hours of

T'111|| . _lu
o g N

e nlitants killed thiree

'peuple. including Dally Mon-

gro, the secretary general of the
rival faction, at point-blank
range,” the spokesman said.

Nagaland Chief Minister S.C.
Jami told AFP by telephone
from Kohima that the attack
was the result of an "ongoing
fratricidal war" within the
NSCN.

Leaders of the faction that
carried out the attack had held
formal peace talks with Indian
government officials in Ams-
terdam last month, aiming to
build on a ceasefire brokered in
Aungust 1997,

Mongro's faction had also
entered into a ceaselfire with In-
dian troops, but had yet to ac-

cept the government's offer of
unconditional peace talks.

“By killing the three leaders
of the rival faction, the mili-
tants have violated the ceasefire
agreement," Jami said.

“This kind of attack does not
augur well when the general
mood in the state is for peace."

The factional war broke out
in 1988 when the NSCN split
into rival camps following a
disagreement between its senior
leaders.

The 52-year-old struggle for
an independent tribal home-
land in Nagaland has cost more
than 25,000 lives.

UN calls on Jakarta to arrest
gun-toting militiamen

DILI, East Timor, Aug 19 :
The UN Mission in East Timor
(UNAMET) on Thursday called
on Indonesian authorities to
arrest gun-toting militia mem-
bers threatening voters ahead

‘of this month's self-rule refer-

enduimn. reports AFP.

UNAMET chief lan Martin
also called for the removal of
Indonesian military officers
most closely linked to the mili-
tia bands, which are campaign-
ing for autonomy within In-
donesian rule.

Tm fﬂil’lg to go on pressing
the Indonesian government

very hard and I'm sure I'm not ..

going to be the only one," Mar-
tin told a press briefing here.

The appeal came as a rash of
militia attacks were reported
from the towns of Suai and
Manatuto on Thursday and in
l&da]iana to the west on Wednes-

- A——

Shooting was reported in the
incidents outside a church in
Suai and on a bridge in Man-
atuto. Both reportedly involved
militiamen stopping indepen-
dence supporters from attend-

| ing rallies. -

The number of casualties was
unclear. UNAMET said one of
its cars in Sual was pelted with
rocks, but none of the passen-
gers was injured.

Martin said Indonesia
should show that its policies
were being "followed on the

round" by arresting anyone
ound c ing weapons outside
designated areas, and by remov-
ing military officers closely as-

sociated with the militias.

Under previous agreements
governing East Timor's UN-
administered vote, Indonesia
remains in charge of security.
he noted.

The spokesman for the In-
donesian Task Force in East
Timor, Dino Djalal, said later
Thursday: "We have told the [l)o-
lice that if they see any viola-
tion of the campalgn process
they must act promptly.’ :

" UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan has twice postponed the
vote because of continuing vio-
lence by the militias against
supporters of independence for
East Timor, a flormer Por-
tuguese Eﬂlﬂﬂ; invaded by In-
donesia in 1975.
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_Ynﬁng Colombians -pi'atéét

Wednesday in Villavicencio, 120km

with their hands bound

nd th
southeast of Bogota. The protest was brought about by
the assassination of popular radio journalist Jaime Garzon on August 13 in Bogota.
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eir mouths taped shut

— AFP photo
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Suharto leaves
h;ospltal .

JAKARTA, ﬁmg 19 : Former
Indonesian president Suharto
left hospital for home Thursday
afternoon, six days after being
rushed to hospital with intesti-
nal bleeding, reports AFP.

The 78-year-old former
strongman was taken by wheel
chair to a waiting sedan driven
by his son Bambang Trihat-
mojo, for the short drive to his
central Jakarta residence.

He was pale, but waved at
journalists.

On arrival at his home in the
Menteng residential area.
Suharto walked the few steps
from the car to his porch, sup-
ported by two of his daughters,

He again waved at journal-
ists waiting in front of his
home,

The former president was
rushed to the Pertamina hospi-
tal on Saturday. Doctors said he

sufferin "intestinal
bleeding.” - -

Yeltsin okays
Cabinet lineup

MOSCOW, Aug 19 : President
Boris Yeltsin on Thursday ap-
roved Prime Minister
ladimir Putin's choice of
ministers to form the new gov-
ernment, the premier said fol-
lowing a Kremlin meeting. re-
ports AFP.

Presidential decrees con-
firming the appointments of
the new government -- Russia’s
fifth in the past year and half --
are ready, Putin told reporters
following talks with Yeltsin.

"1 think that in the near fu-
ture. they will be signed,” Putin
was quoted by Interfax as say-
ing.

"The prime miniser pre-
sented his proposals for the
composition of the government
and the president supported
them," confirmed remlin
spokesman Dmitry Yakushkin,
quoted by ITAR-TASS,

Yeltsin met with Putin ear-
lier to discuss the formation of
the government that is not ex-
pected to change significantly.

Yeltsin on Tuesday signed
decrees keeping several minis-
ters from the former govern-
ment of Sergei Stepashin at
their posts including the for-
eign minister, defense and inte-
rior ministers.

South African President
Thabo Mbeki speaks at the
closing ceremony of the
South African Development
Community (SADC) summit
in Maputo Wednesday. The
summit ended after hearing
from the presidents of
Uganda and Rwanda whose
armies have been fighting in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo. — AFP photo

'US, Russia ready

for further

N-arms cuts

MOSCOW, Aug 19 : The
United States and Russia are
ready to begin negotiations or: a
START !l nuclear arms reduc-
tion treaty immediately after
its predecessor, START Il. is
ratilied by the Russian parlia-
ment, a US statement said
Thursday, reports AFP,

In the statement issued hy
the US embassy here, Russia
and the United States also said
they had exchanged views in
two days of talks here on the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Miss'le
(ABM) treaty.

"Specific proposals (on:
changing ABM) were not dis-
cussed in the course of the con-
sultations.” said the statement.
"The sides reaffirmed that the
treaty continues to be the cor-
-nerstone of strategic stability.”

Russian and US officizls
ended two days of talks here
Wednesday to try Lo advance
disarmament efforts betwe:n
the two nuclear powers. whizh
have been at a standstill since
the Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) Il was signed in
January 1993. |

Two executed
for murder
in Karachi

KARACHI, Aug 19 : Two Pak-
istanis convicted of kidnapping
and murdering a boy were exe-

" cuted in Karachi's central jail

Thursday, officials said, re-
ports AFP.

Khalid-ur Rehman and
Nasim Akhter were found gI.HH:;.[F
by a special court for suppres-
sion of terrorist activities in
December of abducting for ran-
som and kill nine year old
Anas Farid in 1994.

The bodies of the two were
handed over to wailing rela-
tives after the hanging, wit-
nesses said.

An activist of the priate Hu-
man Rights Commission of
Pakistan, Mozzam Ali, criti-
cised the han on the ground
the rights y was opposed to
the death penalty.

The port city of Karachi,
capital of southern Sindh
province, has a history of eth-
nic, political and sectarian vio-

| lence which has claimed 4,000

lives in the last four years.



