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The Awami League mourning procession on August 15.
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Build up resistance: Khaleda

'Conspiracy on to stop
madrassah education’

By Staft Correspondent

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
said the government is conspir-
ing against madrassah as well

“as religious education and
asked all to build up resistance,

"Madrassah and religious
education will be closed if the
present government stays in
power,” she observed.

Addressing a delegation of
L3angladesh Madrassah Chha-
tr'a Federatioi:, an umbrella of
eiyTht madrassah-based organi-
sa\'ions, she said the govern-
me. Nt in its last three and a
hall -year proved that lheclJarlj,r
is u nfit, incompetent and un-
skille’d to run state affairs.

Re ‘presentatives of the feder-
ation submnitted a mermoran-
dum. which contains an 11-
point ¢ harter of demand, to Be-

um Zia and requested her to

elp rezilise those demands. The
functior.y was held at 29 Minto
Road, ollicial residence of Be-
gum Zia.

The deemands include with-
drawal of closure order of 251
madrassals. repeal of the black
law that cewn close madrassah,
elimination' of discrimination
between madrassah and general
education, «and setting up of
separate ministry for madras-
sah educatior.

Begum Zia lold the madras-
sah student /eaders that the

sovernment has miserable
ailed in al] sectors and instead
of resolving problems has cre-
ated new crisis sind anarchy ev-

erywhere,

BNP leaders Barrister Naz-
mul Huda, Ulema Dal Convenor
Nazibul Bashor Maijbhandari,
madrassah student leaders Ab-
dus Sattar Matabbar, Moham-
mad Ilias. Abdur Rahman, Za-
kir Hossain. Abu Taher. Mu-
tashim Billah; Monir Hossain
and Saidul 1slam spoke at the
neeting,

Rangpur transport
workers' leader

stabbed to death

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR; Aug 16: Rangpur
Motor Sramik Union went on a
wildcat transport strike here
today alter murder of its leader
in Rangpur town by extlortion-
ists last night, police said.

Akram Ali, 40; Executive
President of the Rangpur Motor
Sramik Union, was stabbed in-
discrimminately when he refused
to pay toll to the miscreants. He
succumbed to his injuries on
way to Rangpur Medical College
Hospital.

The miscreants attacked
Akram at about 12:30 am while
he was engaged in a decoration
work of Dhaka Coach Counter
in the town which was sched-
uled to open this morning.

Manu Sikdar. a transport
worker, was arrested in this
connection.

A case was filed with Kotwali
police accusing eight people.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

It is hereby informed to all concerned that our
office has been shifted. Our new address will be
effective from 17th August, 1999.

INTERNATIONAL

New Address:

Malek Mansion

128, Motijheel C/A (2nd Floor), Dhaka
( North side of Janata Bank Head Office &
Near Uttara Bank Local Office).

6058, 9666522, Fax: 9568270

Promotion of two
generals: Leave
petition dismissed

The Supreme Cotirt vester-
day dismissed the leave petition
to move against the verdict of
the High Court that rejected the
writ ol Maj Gen Moinul Hossain
challenging promotion of Gen
Nasim and Gen Mahbubur
Rahman superseding him, re-
ports UNB.

After hearing Attorney Gen-
eral Mahmudul Islam and peti-
tioner's counsel Dr Kamal Hos-
sain, the Appellate division up-
held the November 23, 1997,
judgement of the High Court.

Arguing in favour of the peti-
tioner, Dr Kamal said the High
Court had committed illegality
by rejecting the writ petition of
Gen Moinul Hossain. He con-
tended that Gen Moin was se-
nior to Gen Nasim and Gen
Mahbub. But they were pro-
moted illegally superseding Gen
Moin who would have become
the chief of army staff had he
been duly promoted,

Carmichael College
“closed sine die

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Aug 16: The
Carmichael College was closed
sine die following a clash be-

_tween two rival groups of stu-

dents on the campus today, po-
lice said.

Resident students have been
asked to vacate their dormito-
ries by tomorrow noon.

The clash erupted when two
pro-dSD' Chhatra Leapue ac-
livists were beaten up by their
rivals this noon. police said.

The Academic Council of the
college in an emergency meet-
ing later decided to close the
college for indefinite period to
avoid [urther clash:

AL discussion
meet at Paltan
Maidan today

Bangladesh Awami League
will hold a discussion meeting
at Paltan Maidan at 3 pm today
on the occasion of the National
Mourning Day, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address the meeting
as the main speaker. Professor
Kabir Chowdhury, Justice Ke-
maluddin Hussein, Dr Nilima
Ibrahim, Syed Shamsul Hagq,
Nirmalendu Goon, Mahadeyv
Saha and party central leaders
will also take part in the dis-
cussion,

BAPEX proposes to

develop gasfield

By Sharier Khan

BAPEX. the country's lone
oil and gas exploration unit un-
der Prirobangla, is pursuing a
gaslield development! project
that is expected to pave the way
lor its becoming a dynamic and
sell-financing company,

The so-lar-ignored BAPEX
has proposed that it should be
allowed te drill an appraisal
well in Fenchuganj gaslield to
assess the reserve, geological
structure and other related mat-
lers and extracl gas [from the
field discovered by it in 1985,

The proposal says BAPEX
will supply 55 to 60 million cu-
bic feet of gas per day (mmefd) to
the National Grid from 2002.
This will enable it to earn
enough money to run small-
scale programmes if it is al-
lowed to retain the sale pro-
ceeds, sources said.

The proposal was made to
the Energy Ministry three
months back and is awaiting
approval.

The project has already been
included in the Annual Devel-
opment Programme (ADP) for
liscal 1999-2000. with a "token
allocation™.

BAPEX now operates wilh
Petrobangla's budgetary alloca-
tions which cover only admin-
istrative costs bul no oil and gas
related activilies. BAPEX has
long been suggesting that it
should be allowed to operate as
an exploration and production
enlity so that it can earn from
sale of gas discovered by it,

Petrobangla, as a practice;
lakes away gaslields discovered
by BAPEX and gives those o gas
production companies iﬁie
Bangladesh Gas Fields Com-
pany Ltd (BGFCL). Under this
syslem, BAPEX discovered
Salda-1 well early last year. But
earnings [rom sale of gas are go-
ing to BGFCL, as Petrobangla
handed over the gasfield to
BGFCL.

BAPEX also sent a proposal
to change its status to an explo-
ration and production (E&P)
company Irom am exploration
comipany. The proposal is also
awailing the ministry’'s clear-
ANICE

The Fenchuganj gaslield is
Lthe only gasfield against which
BAPEX has almost completely
paid upall its dues,

The Fenchuganj gaslield was
discovered at Baramchal area
under Kulaura thana of
Moulavibazar disiricl by the
exploration wing of
Petrobangla. When
Petrobangla's exploration wing
was named BAPEX, it inherited
the gasfield and other assets
and liabilities. Now there is no
liabilily against the gaslield.

BAPEX will purchase neces-
sary equipment for develop-
ment ol the well and buiFd
roads. bridges and other infras-
triclure in the area:

The Petrobangla Board has
approved the project along with
a budget ol Tk 109 crore. Of the
budgel., Tk 38B.9 crore will be
provided by the government
and Tk 71 crore by donors. The
prnJiect implementation period
is July 1999 to June 2002. But
no move has so far been taken
to contacl donors, the sources
said.
| Petrobangla had long been
Lrying to "resist” BAPEX's con-
version to an E&P company on
the ground that there were legal
bars and a new law was needed
for this purpose, the sources
said. Besides, it argued that the
ﬂxislin% gas production com-
panies like BGFCL and SGFCL
would become weaker and their
expansion would be stopped.

However, these arguments
were rejected as BAPEX's Mem-
orandum of Article has clauses
allowing it to operate as an E&P
company, BAPEX only needs to
inform the Joinl Stock of Regis-
trar when it starts functioning
as an E&P company. A compet-
ilive environment in gas pro-
duction will improve the over-
all performance in the sector,
they said.

Meanwhile, Bakhrabad Gas
Sysitem Ltd is proposing to sell
its {Gas Processing Plant as gas
production has pone down to 40
mmecld now from 90 mmefd a

See page 11 Col 1

Accomplice of
Sweden Aslam

arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Three people including an
accomplice of Sweden Aslam
were arrested with firearms
from a residence in the city's
Mohamrnadpur area  yesterday
aliernoon.,

The arrested were identified
as Raquibuzzaman alias Rakib,
26, son ol Kamruzzaman, Kum-
rul Islam alias Monir, 26, son
of Fazlur Rahman and Mo-
hammed Salauddin alias
331‘1]11. 25. son of late Salaud-

in.

Rakib isi one of the close as-
soclates of Sweden Aslam who
is detained at the Dhaka Cen-
tral Jail; police said, Rakib is
accused in more than eighl
cases. '

Acling on a Lip-off, Tejgaon
police raided a pisciculture
housing building at Moham-
madpur and arrested Rakib,
San{'u and Mgmir. Police recov-
ered lwo pistols with bullets
and 716 bottles of phensidyl
Irom the house .

several jewellery boxes were
also recovered firom the house.

Four cases were lodged with
Mohammadpur thana in this
connection.
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BNP activists greet Chairperson Khaleda Zia at her official residence at Minto Road on
August 15 on her 54th birthday.
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- OLD

© . ADDRESS

Janata Bank
Cantonment Branch

Flat No. 3

Plot No. 1860
~Touji No. 9183
Cantonment Bazar Area
Chittagong Cantohment
- P.S.- Punchlaish
-Dist..Chittagong L

Gl

The Branch has been shifted

Today, on the 17th August,

NEW

ADDRESS

Janata Barnk

Cantonment Branch
Dag No. RS-1209

Khatian No. RS-52
Mouja- Jalalabad

P.O.

Word No. 2

Chittagong City Corporation
- Bayejid Bostami
P.S.- Punchlaish_

Dist. Chittagong

Attentions are drawn to our valued
clients and patrons.
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Anti-personnel mine
found in mass grave

By Staff Correspondent

An anti-personnel mine
TNT] was recovered on the sev-
enteenth of day of excavation
yesterday at Muslim Bazar
mass grave in Mirpur Section-2
in the city.

The Liberation War Museum
authorities in cooperation with
army

Personnel is conducting the
excavation.

A press release of the mu-
seum said 114 pieces of human
bones; two sandals — one of a
child and the olher of a woman
— part of a canvas shoe, small
pieces of clothe and a tin plate
were found during excavation
yesterday and the day before;

Visitors have been advised

Oalia Bazar

still tense

From Anwar Al

NATORE. Aug 16: Tension is
prevailing in Qalia Bazar arva
under Lalpur thana of the dis-
irict where some unruly Awami
League activists Friday attacked
some businessmen for refusing
to pay 'a lixed amount of money'
for National Mourning Day
programmes.

olice and witnesses said
some AL activists had circu-
lated ‘'letters' to all the
shopowners at the market ask-
ing them to pay toll ranging
frormm Tk 200 and Tk 2,000.

When the businessmen re-
fused to pay fixed amounts the
enraged AL workers Friday
night ransacked and damaged
several shops. In the next
morning, they hurled cocktails
on the business establishments.
Ten persons including Chair-
man of Oalia UP and President
of local Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Abdul Hakim
were injured. The injured busi-
nessmen include Abdul Halim,
Moshnarraf Hossain, Badiul Is-
lam, Johrul and Bazlar.

The business community
kept their shutters down on
Saturday protesting the attack.

BNP activists in Oalia bazar
area protested the incident.
There were several incidents of

not to go near the excavation
sile for security reasons, "We
are suspecting that the Pak-
istani  Army might have
planted more mines after com-
pletion of their genocide mis-
sion,” Director of the museum
Akku Chowdhury told The
Daily Star.

He said; "Army officers and
jawans deserve the highest ap-
preciation for their commit-
ment and determination in the
excavation work, We are im-
pressed by their spirit.”

The army personnel were us-
ing mine detectors and other
devices for detecting live am-
munition and mines planted at
the mass grave site.

‘Army has no right to restrict
a civilian into Cantonment’

Checkposts at the canton-
ments were set up to check mili-
tary personnel and wvehicles,
not to restrict eritry of members
of the public in the areas. an
opposition MP said; reports
UNBE.

Maj (retd) Akhteruzzaman,
who is a member of the parlia-
mentary commitliee on defence,
made Lhe observations when
asked to comment on denial of
access to some bridal party
guests to Senakunja in Dhaka
cantonmernt on August 12,

BNP sources said some 107
invited guests, most of them
lawmakers and a few diplo-
mats. were nol allowed to atiend
the marriage ceremony of the
cdaughter of Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury.

Akhter termed the Aupust 12
inwcident shocking, most unde:-
sirable and discourteous. "The
incident embarrassed all the
soldiers.” he said.

Explaining the restrictions
At Cantonment gates, he said
the army has no authority to
check any civilian en any pub-
lic road that the government
has not restricted under the
law.

‘Cantonment is not a garri-
soi. it is a civil-military mu-
nicipality where a military per-
son is gquartered with or with-
oult family," he said.

Besides, Akbter argued,
nrany civilians: stay i can-

Floor crossing

BNP submits
statement to
EC today

The opposition BNP will
submit a statemernt to the Elec-
tion Commission today on ihe
dispute ol floor crossing by
their two MPs-Hasibur Rahman
Swapan and Dr Mohammad
Alauddin, reports UNB.

The Election Commission in
a letier on August 10 sought a
written statement from Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury and
Khandaker Delwar Hossain
who earlier filed writ in the
High Court over the issue
within seven-days.

On behall of Prof Chowd-
hury and Khandaker Delwar,
Barrister Moudud Ahmed,
Shaikh Razzak Ali MP, Justice
Habibul Islam Bhuiyan, Barris-
ter Aminul Hug MP and Barris-
ler Nazmul Huda MP will go to
the EC this morning to hand
over the statement.

tonment areas and except the
armymen, their family mem-
bers and relatives staying with
them are also civilians.

The ex-soldier questioned
imposition of restrictions on
civilian people,

About Senakunja, Akhter
said it is mainly -a welfare es-
tablishment situated on a land
owned by the military estate
and has no military bearings or
security risks.

"Not to speak of DGFI. even
the army headquarters cannot
pul any bar on any person at-
tending function at Senakunja;,
which is not a military instal-
lation,” the retired major said.

BNP lays siege
to DC's offices
tomorrow

Main opposition BNP will
lay siege to the offices of Deputy
Commissioner (DC) across the
country tomorrow protesting
government decision of giving
transhipment facilities to In-
dia, reports UNB,

Terming the move anti-in-
dependence and anti-
sovereignty, BNP secretary gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
called upon the people to make
the DC's oflice siege programme
d success and to lorce the gov-
ernment to cancel the 'suicidal
decision’.
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chases and counter chases be- F Jdee

iween the activists of BNP and
AL.

A group of journalists from
Natore, while visiting Oalia
bazar area Sunday noon, found
almost all the shops closed.
Riot police along with addi-
tional forces from Natore were

. guarding the 'deserted’ area.
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