DHAKA TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 1999

Film Show: as part of the retrospective of films by Ger-

man lilmmaker Rainer Werner Fassbinder, two films will be
screened: "The Bitter Tears of Petra von Kant" at 5:00 pm and
"Efli Briest" at 7:00 pm. Organisers: Zahir Raihan Film Society.
Short Film Forum and Goethe-Institute. Venue: Goethe-Insti-

tute. Road No 9, Dhanmondi,

Memorial meet on Nirod

Chy:

English Dep-

artment of Dhaka University will hold a memorial meeting on
Nirad C Chaudhuri. Keynote speakers: Prof Syed Manzoorul

Islam, Prof Kaiser Hag and Prof,

Fakrul Alam. Venue: Centre

for Advanced Research in Humanities, Lecture Theatre Building

(3rd floor), DU, Time: 11 AM.

BIISS, USIS Talk: usis and BISS have jointly orga-

nised a talk on 'Public-Private Partnerships in Government',
Keynote Speaker: Dr Richard E Zody, Venue: BIISS auditorium.,
1/46, Elephant Road. Time: 4 pm.

Lecture on Nazrul: Bangladesh National Museurm

will hold a s

ial lecture on 'Relevance of Poet Nazrul, as part

of Nazrul Islam’'s birth centenary celebration programmes.
Keynote Speaker: Dr Golam Murshid. Venue: Poet Sufia Kamal
Auditorium of National Museum. Time: 5 pm. .

CDRB Seminar: Centre for Development Research,

Bangladesh (CDRB) has orga

nised a seminar on ' Nixon's White

House and the Bangladesh Liberation War', Keynote Speaker:

Prof Enaye
Dhanmondi. Time: 4:30 PM.

tur Rahim. Venue: WVA auditorium. RD: 2

(Old),

Seminar: Mukti Laurence Foundation has organised a
day-long seminar on '‘Chai Neshahin Sonali Dien.' Chief guest:

Health and Family Welfare Minister Salahuddin Yusuf.
Shaheed Dr Milan auditorium,

enue:
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib

Medical University. Time: 9 am.

Discussion on Kaikobad: kaikobad sangskri-
tik Academy has organised a discussion meeting and a special
cultural programme to mark the 48th death anniversary of

Great Poet
Time: 7 pm.

BCPS Lecture: Ban

Surgeons has organised two

kobad. Venue: National Museum auditorium,.

adesh College of Physicians and

ectures on ‘Management of Elec-
trolyte. Imbalance in Clinical Practice'

and 'Pregnancy Induced

Hyperteunon' under its CME programme. Keynote speakers: Col
Dr Md Robiul Hossain and Dr Gulshan Ara. Venue: BCPS audi-
torium, Mohakhali. Time: 11 am. -'

Launching ceremun*ﬁ Nitol Motors Ltd will hold

a launching ceremony of TATA

n Rear Axle Truck. Chiefl

guest: Communication Minister Anwar Hossain. Venue: Winter
Garden. Hotel Sheraton. Time: 4:30 pm.

JP Seminar: Jatiya F.art}r has organised a seminar on
'‘Bangladesh-India Trade: Transit, Transshipment Debate and
Reality. Keynole Speaker: Sheikh Shahidul Islam, JP Presid-

ium member. Venue:Jalshagar,

Time: 3 pm.
Launchin

ceremony.

its new publication, 'New Adverliser'. Venue: Hotel Razmoni
Isha Kha Ball Room. Time; 7 pm

Hotel Purbani International.

ADV Limited will launch

Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temporary

gusty wind is likely at many places over Barisal.

Chittagong and Khulna divisions and at a few places over Ra-

jshahi, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions till 6 pm today, reports

NB.

The Met Office also pred
%{

places over Barisal
Country's %eﬂgmg

icted moderately heavy falls at

Y EpegwEicrad

sius at Jessore and the lowest 23.0 degrees at Satkhira yester-

day.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.31 pm and rises tomor-

row at 5.35 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius Percentage

Max Min Morning Eveni:é%
Dhaka 31.7 25.2 81
Chittagong 30.0 245 85 88
Rajshahi 302 25. 88 88
Khulna 325 24.5 90 77
Barisal 30.5 24.0 82 92
Sylhet 32.8 25.6 80 71
Cox's Bazar 315 250 95 85

Talukdar’s condition

From Page 1

heed Suhrawardy Heart Dis- "

eases Hospital where Talukdar
was admitted two hours earlier.
But to everyone's surprise, doc-
tors there said that he was
alive.

Talukdar was admitted to
the hnsFitaI after he com-

lained of chest pain, sources at
is residence said.

After about an hour of hospi-
talization. he suffered a mas-
sive heart attack and developed
respiratory problem. The main
muscles of his heart failed to

ump and the lung also failed to

unction properly. He 'was put
on artificial breathing
[resuscitate).

Director of the hospital Prof
M A Zaman, when contacted.
told The Daily Star, "When the
condition deteriorated, his
blood pressure suddenly
dropped. making his condition
grave.

"After giving resuscitation
we put him on wventilator
(artificial breathing mecha-
nism with computer controlled
electric pump machine fitted
with a monitor).

“This morning, we discon-
nected the ventilator for about
30 minutes. He finds it difficult
to breathe so we have put him
on ventilator again”, Prof Za-
man said.

"His condition is still very
grave. Till he regains con-

BAPEX

From page 12

couple of years a'.fu. BAPEX
could buy the 'ready plant' for
the Fenchuganj project at a
much lower cost which would
reduce the project cost and time,
the sources said.

Besides the Fenchuganj pro-
Jﬁ::t. BAPEX is also pursing the

. 92 crore Srikail Oil and Gas
Exploration Project in Block 9
and an "Operation Capability
Strengthening Project™ to de-
velop its efficiency. Both these
projects are approved by
Petrobangla and are now await-
ing the ministry’s clearance.

Srikail is said to be a very
prospective project as it is sur-
rounded by Titas, Salda,
Kashempur and Lalmai geologi-
cal gas structures. BAPEX will
drill up to 3500 meters there.
This project has also been in-
cluded in the 1999-2000 ADP,

. cession on the

sciousness, we can not say he is
‘oul of danger," Prof .Zaman.
said. .

"But after all theseé, he is
showing signs of recovery. He is
responding to pain stimuli. He
opens eyes and moves limbs.
which is a good sign. We dis-

“connected the ventilator at 8:30

pm and he was breathing on his
own,” Prof Zaman said last
night.

Asked about the rumour,
Prof Zaman said, "None of the
hospital doctors said that he
died. It may have spread from
an unreliable source."

Talukdar is now in bed no;
12 in the coronary care unit
(CCU) at the newly constructed
building of the hospital at Sher-
uaBanglEﬁ Nagar in the city.

A pacemaker was implanted
in his hearl prior to his US tour
a few months back. He had also
a hearl by-pass operation about
ten years ago and angioplasty.

A 7-member medical board
has been formed for his treat-
ment.

BCU demands
resumption of

classes at CU
By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra Union

(BCU). a left leaning student or-
ganisation, brought out a pro-
haka Univer-
sity campus yesterday demand-
ing resumption of classes at the
Ehittai;ang University (CU).

Following the procession,
BCU held a rally in front of the
aArts Building of the university
at noon.

Addressing the rally, BCU
leaders also demanded imme-
diate arrest of the 'terrorists'
and restoration of a congenial
atmosphere on the CU campus.

They also expressed solidar-
ity with the students' movement
at the Jahangirnagar Univer-
silty (JU) and urged the JU au-
thorities to fulfill their de-
mands.

The BCU leaders also con-
demned the government move
Lo evicl city slums without tak-
ing measures for rehabilitating
the slum-dwellers.

Presided over by Monjur-e-
Khoda Torik, the rally was ad-
dressed, among others, by Hafiz
Adnan RiNyadh. Sharifuzzaman

Sharif, Nadira Sultana Nodi
and Mahbubur Rahman
Shipon.

Ban glade sh

"

News

ed to sign, ratify

statue of ICC immediately

Human rights and civil soci-
€ty organisations around the
world have appreciated
Bangladesh's position in the
process of establishing an in-
ternational criminal court
(ICC), reports UNB.

While attending the 2nd ses-
sion wof UN Preparatory Com-
mission on establishment of
ICC, the NGOs have urged the
Bangladesh government to si
and ratify the Rome Statute
immediately.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina during Hague Appeal for
Peace Conference in May com-
mitted that Bangladesh would
i&é%i and ratify the statute of the

They also urged Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina to take up a
leadership role in the coming
Asian Parliamentarian Peace
Conference in Dhaka in
September and invite other
leaders to sign and ratify the
statute,

They also suggested that the
Prime Minister's record in ef-
forts in favour of peace and
human rights in the context of
SAARC would be critical to in-
corporate the issue of ICC rati-

fication during the forthcoming

SAARC Summit in Nepal in
November,

The NGOs in their message to
said

the government
Bangladesh's prestige in iriter-
national community has en-
hanced through its accession to
Convention ainst Genocide
and Convention Against Tor-
ture.

They appreciated the
Bangladesh's message of peace
and justice and position of cast-
ing vote in favour of the Court's
Statute in the Rome Conference
in 1988.

The NGOs recalled that
sheikh Hasina in the: Hague

Conference supported the Hague

Aienda for Peace and Justice in
which the civil society across

the world pledged for early es-
tablishment of the ICC..
They stated that

Bangladesh's commitment to
the court reiterates to the world
the heavy burden thit impunity
left in the case of horrifying
war crimes commifted against
its 1971 Liberation War.

In a separate statement. .
William R Pace, Convenor of

NGO Coalition [or the ICC and

Secretary General of the Hague
Appeal for Peace Conference
said in the light of historical
experiences, Bangladesh should
become the first South Asian
party to the historic Rome
Statute.

The Rome Statute was
adopted in July, 1998 by inter-
national community at the UN
Conference of Plenipoten-
liaries,

The UN delegates over-
whelmingly approved the
statute to establish a permanent
International Criminal Court
to bring to justice the in-
dividuals who comimit serious
crimes of concern globally, in-

cluding genocide, war crimes
and crimes against humanity.
The Rome Statute will enter
into force and the ICC will for-
mally be launched after its rati-
fication by 60 countries.

Till August 11, 1999 a total
of 84 countries signed the
statute, intending to ratify and
four countries Senegal,
Trinidad Tobago, San Marino
and Italy *— have already rati-
fied the statute.

city yesterday.

+ licy Analysis
seminar on ‘Role of Society-based Fish Fa

i

and Advocacy (IDPAA) ; ‘
rming Management' at WVA auditorium in the

of Proshika organised a

— Star photo

Regulatory brake to ensure acﬁountabﬂity likely soon

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria hinted the government
could put a regulatory.brake on
the NGOs to ensure account-

ability in their kimanciad#pef-+ » ¢ & Kibria *-E%id::-:’t_}’lﬁiﬂf-;ﬁht}im»ﬁt

ations, reports UNB.

"Some of the NGOs in the
country are managing linancial
activities in banking procedure,
but under no regulations," he
said while inaugurating a three-
day dialogue on NGOs at Inde-
pendent University,
Bangladesh (IUB} in Dhaka
yesterday afternoon.

Kibria said the question of
accountability arose as the
non-governmental organisa-
tions started laking deposits
from the people.

"Most of them behave very
responsibly, but a few not. So,
we can't shut our eyes ... there
should be consultations with
Bangladesh Bank, the Finance
Minisiry and NGO representa-
tives.”

Centre for Development Re-
search. Bangladesh (CDRB) and
IUB jointly organised the dia-
logue for American Institute of
Bangladesh Studies (AIBS) to
sel up a global institute in
Bangladesh for NGO study.

Chaired by IUB president
Prof A Majeed Khan, the inau-
gural session was also ad-
dressed, among others, by CDRB
chairman Dr Mizanur Rahman
Shelley. Prof Charles H
Kennedy ol the University of
Wake Forest in North Carolina,
Dr Rashiduzzaman of Rawan
Universily in Glass Boro, New
Jersey, and 1UB director Dr BM
Chowdhury. - '

The Finance Minister, how-
ever, appreciated the NGOs as-
very important assets and re-
sources of the country because
they are the links with the
grassroots level. |

"NGOs might shift their role,
but their activities will con-
linue, .

We have to use them," he
said, adding that the govern-
ment plans to provide housing
loan lor the poor group of soci-
ety that would be disbursed
through the NGOs.

"No one ever thought of pro-

. "Shamsur

viding house loan to the poorest
in society. Bul, how we imple-
ment the loan proggramme
we thought of NGOs."

L e, -

study carried ofit :a3s NGOs run
their programmes; with finan-
cial assislance from [oreign
countries. "Because, 1 have
many questions in my mind ...
what their contribution to the
economy,”

Prol' Kennedy said the

Kibria lauds role of NGOs

growth ol big-NGOs [BINGOs
raised numerous issues an
questions that demand a re-

- thinking of assumpltions about
# rﬂl’@iMEmmmic devel-

opment among other things.

The points, he said, include :
"How do NGOs interact with
slates ? Are they a challenge to
the state ? Are they complemen-
tary to the state ? Are they a
symptom of the decline of the
state 2"

Intellectuals
concerned over

removal of slums

By Staff Correspondent

The leading intellectuals of
the country yesterday expressed
grave concern over removal of
slums.

They said it might hinder
the country's ongoing economic
developmentt.

In a joint statement they
termed the: removal of slums
inhuman and illogical and de-
manded rehabilitation of
evicted slum dwellers.

They said, "The government
has to take tough steps to curb
terrorism but it is iﬁngi::al to
term all slum dwellers terror-
ists.” |
A fraction of the slum
dwellers. may be involved in
anti-social activities but the
massive eviction in the name of
anti-terrorism drive is nol ac-
ceptable, they added.

‘Terrorists also live in posh

. areas not only in slums."

The slum dwellers have been
contributing to the country's
cconomy as well as develop-
ment of the country, they said.

‘The signatories to the state-
ment are : Poet Sufia Kamal.

Prof Anisur Rahman, Syed

- Bhamsul Huq, Barrister Shafiq |
Ahmed, Dr

Zarina Rahman
Khan, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Ayesha Khanom, Monjoorul
Ahsan Khan and Barrister
Tania Ameer. i

Rahman, National . (ribution

Professor Kabir Chowdhury, .

Worker stabbed

to death in city
By Staff Correspondent

A construction worker was
stabbed to death by unidentified
miscreants at Public Works De-
partment (PWD] residential
quarter in the city's Mirpur
area on Sunday.

The dead was identified as
Akmol Hossain alias Charagi.
son of Tofazzal Hossain. who
hailed from Ishurdi in Pabna
district, police and hospital
sources said.

Police quoting the FIR said
that Charagi was found in a
pool of blood in front of PWD
staff quarters, opposite the
Bangla College at about 2:30 pm
on Sunday.

Rare example

From page 1
and JCD President Lutfur Rah-
man Khan.
Ssenior teachers of the col-

: lege also spoke on the occasion,

Leaders of ICS and JCD in
their speeches recalled the con-
of Bangabandhu
Shéikh Mujibur Rahman to the
nation. They also condemned
his killing and termed the
killers as conspirators.

They also urged the college
authorities to observe death
and birth anniversaries of all
great leaders in this way.

Lions Club International District 315-B3, Bangladesh's
distributed relief materials among the flood-hit
District Governor Lion ABM Firoz and other L

dullah, Moslem Ali Khan, Engr Igbal H Khan
gramme.

'Flood Programme '99 Committee'
people of greater Comilla district recently.
ion leaders of the Dist 315-B3 — Md Ab-
were present, among others, at the pro-
P

the Bangabandhu Murder Trial
was also demanded on the occa-
51011,

The day was a public holi-
day. The national flag was low-
ered at half-mast atop all gov-
ernment buildings, many pri-
vale establishments and in the
premises of all Bangladesh
chanceries abroad as a mark of
respect to the late president.
Black flags also flew all over
the country. _

Bangladesh Betar . and
Bangladesh Television came up
with special programmes and
the newspapers published sup-
plements and special articles
on the day.
__President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in separate
messages urged the people to
remain alert against evil forces
and renew Lheir pledge to build
a Sonar Bangla as dreamt by
Father of the Nation,

The president and the prime
minister led the people paying
homage to the nation’s found-
ing lather by placing wreaths
on his portrait at Bangabandhu
Museum at daybreak.

Placing wreaths at 5.30 am,
President Shahabuddin and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
stood in solemn silence for
some time. A contingent drawn

from the three services pre-
sented a lg*a.um:i of honour. Min-
isters, MPs, chiefs of three ser-
vices, high civil and military
olficials and Dhaka-based
diplomats were present,

Later, Hasina also placed
wreaths on behalfl of Awami

Contempt of court

AL MP directed to

appear before

court on Aug 24

By SC Correspondent

A High Court Division Bench
yesterday directed Shah Azizur
Rahman, a ruling party MP, to
explain within a week why he
should not be prosecuted for al-
legedly committing contempt of
the Supreme Court.

The division bench compris-

ing Justice Kazi Ebadul Hoque
and Justice Md Mozammel Hos-
sain also directed Shah Aziz to
appear in person on August 24
at 10:30 am before the court.
. The order was passed upon a
contempt petition filed by Ad-
vocate Saidur Rahman, Secre-
tary of the Supreme Court Bar
Association,

It was alleged in the petition
that Shah Aziz, speaking as
special guest at a meeting on
August 7 at the Sylhet Press
Club, made a contemptuous
statement regarding the High
Court Division which was pub-
lished in the Daily Dinkal on
the following day under the
heading, "The High Court now
seemns to be the Circuit House."

Senior Advocate Habibul Is-

lam Bhuiyan moved for the pe-
titioner, while Advocaté
Khandker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, Barrister Maudud
Ahmed, Abdur Razzak and
some other 20 advocates were
present in the court,

Cabinet

From page 1

rently consumers ol various
public utilities lind il difficult
lo pay their bills in due time be-
cause of long cues, and hop-
stepping from one place to an-
other somelimes forces them to
become defaulters,

There is often a communica-
tion gap between the bill receiv-
ing banks and the utility com-
panies who simply retaliate b
snapping Lhe services, a PAR
source explained.

To make consumers lile eas-
ier. the PARC had proposed that
consumers be able to pay their
hills for power, water, gas and
lelephone (o the nearest bank
and post office.

To help the consumers,

Dhaka cily has been divided °

into several zones where the
banks and post offices would
receive the bills.

The banks and post offices
would receive Tk 5 as commis-
sion for their services [rom the
concerned utilities,

PARC also proposed that a
bill for the ongoing month
should reach the consumers
within 20th day of the follow-
ing month. The consumers
should pay the bills by 10th of
the month alter. If a consumer
is unable to Ha}r by that period,
a monetary line would be im-

The utilities would provide
the consumers a certiflicate of
payment annually so thal they
are not harassed.

Alamgir Kabir’s
bail petition
hearing adjourned
till Aug 19

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
adjourned the hearing of the
bail petition of BNP lawmaker
Alamgir Kabir till August 19 on
the prayer of the government in
this connection, reports BSS.

A High Court Division Bench
on August 9 had granted adin-
terim bail to Alamgir Kabir in a
murder case under Atrai Police
Station in Naogaon district.

Soon after the bail order of
the High Court, the government
filed an application before the
Appellate Division seeking stay
0 gﬂ bail order. '

Acting defence
secretary takes
charge

Mohammad Idris Ali took
OVer as Secret
the Ministry of Defence yester-
day. an ISPR press release said,
reports BSS.

He was Additional Secretary
in the Prime Minister's office.

Ali replaced Syed Yusuf Hos-
sain who had taken over as
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral, Bangladesh recently, the
release added. '

ary-in-Charge of

League: Central leaders of the
parg were with her,
asina also flew to Tungi-
laara. where the Bangabandhu
ies in eternal sleep, to offer
[ateha at the mazar of the slain
leader. She placed wreaths in
full state honour at the mazar.
She stood in silence for some
time as a mark of respect to the
departed soul, A contingent
drawn from three services gave
a guard of honour,
She was accompanied by

. ministers, MPs, chiefs of three

services and top civil and mili-
tary officials.

At Tungipara, she also at-
tended a miEid mahfil, a blood
donation programme and ad-
dressed a public rally, launched
a loan disbursement pro-
gramme among the local un-
employed and gave prizes to
winners of the national Hamd
and Naat competition,

Before leaving for Tungi-
para, Hasina visited the Banani

aveyard in the city to offer
aleha at the graves of Fazi-
latunnessa Mujib, the late lead-
er's wife, his three sons Sheikh
Kamal, Sheikh Jamal, Sheikh
Russe] and other victims of Au-
gust 15, 1975. ,

The government and differ-
ent political parties, student
and socio-cultural organisa-
tions and professional bodies
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes to mark the da
across the country. Banglades
missions abroad also took up
programmes on the occasion.

Bangabandhu Museum

Streams of people from all
walks of life irrespective of cast

. and creed, ages and sexes. and

rofessions thronged the

angabandhu Bhaban at
Dhanmondi to pay homage to
their beloved leader.

Since early morning, people
had waited in long queue on the
road in front of tﬁe house, wit-
ness to the history of emergence
of Bangladesh as an indepen-
dent country and the assassi-
nation of Bangabandhu along
with his family members.

They laid wreaths on the
huge portrait of Bangabandhu.
The visitors included thou-
sands of leaders and workers of
the AL, who wore black badges.

The road in front of the
Bangabandhu Bhaban drew
crowds throughout the day,
bringing in makeshift shops in
the area.

Tungipara
The sleepy Tungipara woke

Evicted families

From Page |
rent was increased, the young
man said the cost of bamboo
and other malerials has gone
up.
Slum dwellers on the flood
protection embankment near
Mohammadpur said several
families. from Khilgaon
Bagicha sluni have rente
commodations in the already
congested area and more are

CQ O S R =

fi%'guﬁrnménfﬁﬁfgad the’
problem of one area to other ar-
eas. Now the slum owners have
increased Lhe rent, and sanita-
tion and drinking water prob-
lems are also mounting,” said
Azal Mia at the embankment
slum, known as Shahid Bud-
dhijibi Road slum.

At Agargaon BNP slum,
Nazma Begum, a rickshaw
garage owner. said the rent of
shanties has gone up due to rise
in demand. She said she ac-
comnmodated three families of
rickshawpullers who came
from Khilgaon area in the last
two days.

"We will resist any govern-
ment move Lo evicl us in Lhis
way."” she said.

Bhola-3 MP

From Page 1

lah Selim were also present at
the press conference. The newly
married girl's face and different
arts of her body were badly
Eurnt in the incident and she is
still undergoing treatment.
Selim, who claimed himself
as a BNP activist, alleged that
local unit of Awami League put
tremendous pressure on him to
join the ruling party since he
was elected UP chairman for

the second time on December |

29, 1997.
He alleged that thana ad-
ministration officials of

Borhanuddin, Daulat Khan and
Lalmohan also pressed him to
oin the rulirig party. Following
is refusal, false cases includ-
ing those for rape and murder

- were being filed against him.

“Not only that, the AL mis-
creants threw acid on my
daughter and filed a rape case
against my 13-year old son who
is a student of class five in a
primary school. Today is the
date for hearing of the rape case
and my minor son will be pro-

- duced before the court,” Selim

said.

The UP chairman also said a
‘false and conspiratorial rape
case' was filed against him, his
brother-in-law and two of his
brothers. It was alleged that he
along with his brothers and
brother-in-law raped a woman.

He said that though police
report termed the false, he was

sent to jail and then released on

bail after one month.

Selim further said he was
suspended from chairmanship
at the dictate of a powerful min-
ister from Bhola but he was re-
instated by the High Court as
there was no allegation against
him.,

Turning to acid throwing on
his daughter, he said the ac-
cused in the case were are freely
maving under the protection of
Awami League and police ar-
rested none of them in nearly
three months. Not only that , a

outh who is not at all involved
n the incident and not an ac-
cused was arrested from the
capital in connection recently.

He appealed to the higher
authorities, human rights or-
ganisations and all conscious

ple to come forward to en-
sure justice in the case.

resident of Bhola unit of
Sramik Dal Mohammad Hanif,
UP member Mohammad Hos-
sain and the victim's husband
Zakir Hossain were present on
the occasion.
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Bangabandhu remembered

up to welcome thousands of
people from dilferent parts of
the country. : i

Ignnrin% incessant rain
since morning, people from all
walks of life hm:f streamed into
the premises in mourning pro-
cessions,

“We will repay our debts of
blood with blood,” read a ban-
ner hung in the premises of the
under-construction mausoleum
al Tungipara. “"Execute the
killers of Bangabandhu imme-
diately,” read another.

Hasina was in tears as she
sileutly stood in front of her fa-
ther's grave with an umbrella
held by security-men amid in-
cessant rains.

“The nation had lost its di-
rection (with the killing of
Bangabandhu) but 1 lost my
beloved father, mother, broth-
ers and dear ones,” she later
told a rally at the G T School, to
which his celebrated father
went as a child.

‘I would not have left home
(in Dhanmendi) if 1 knew the
fateful night of August 15 would
snatch them away from me."

Sadness gripped several
thousand listeners under a huge
canopy as Sheikh Hasina recol-
lected her memories with her
family. -

“What was the crime of my
mother? She had no demands.
Rather she kept my father free
from all burdens of the family.”

Banani graveyard

Thousands of people went to
Banani to lpay respects to the
members of Bangabandhu fam-
ily, who were killed on the
night of August 15, 1975.

There was recitation from
the holy Quran, creating a
solemn atmosphere. The people
offered munajat and laid
wreaths on graves of the August
15 victims.

Defying bad weather and
heavy downpour, people from
far and near came throughout
the day. They wore black badges
and carried placards and ban-
ners, calling for execution of

the killers of Bangabandhu and
others.

Programmes of AL and

other organisations

As part of a three-day pro-
gramme, ruling Awami League
and its various wings organised
discussion meetings, fed desti- |
tute, brought out mourning pro-
cessions, offered special pra-.
yers, arranged qurankhwar i
and milad mahfil, hoiste d
black flags, played Bang a-
bandhu’s historic March 7
sllj::f:ech and patriotic songs in
the capital and other parts of
Lhe country throughout the day.

AL’s front organisat’jons,
other political parties like
Jatiya Party (M-M) and Com-
munist Party of Bangl adesh
and numerous organis;ations
look up programmes to observe
the day. However, major oppo-
sition parties includi'hg BNP
did not observe the 'National
Mourning Day, declaresd by the
Hasina government in . | 996.
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The first consignment of
3150 tonnes was; imported in
1980 and distributed among
larmers. The second consign-
ment was imported in early
1992,

BADC officcials came to
know about exiistence of 1,000
tonnes of "pois onous substance”
in the fertilise/r well before the
second consignment was
brought.

But BAD/C started distribu-
tion of the second consignment
in as many as 12 districts in-
cluding Khulna and Satkhira
alter it got { he BARI report.

Despite repeated reminders,
the US cornpany is yet to take
back the unused fertiliser. ADB
reportedly refused 1o bear the
cost lor sending the consign-
ment back to the exporter and
there were also complications
in carrying the poisonous fer-
tiliser, BADC sources said.

The remaining quantity was
supposed to be taken back by
1995 as per terms and condi-
tions of an agreement, the
sources said.

Meanwhile, the farmers who -
have already used the fertiliser
are yet to get any compensation
Irom the government. None

from the government depart-
ments concerned so far con-
tacted the farimers.

Sealdah
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25 polythene packets of differ-
ent weights,

Security in the station has
since been tightened and state

olice. GRP and RPF jawans
1ad cordoned off platforms No.
Five to Nine for search opera-
tions.

At aboul 1300 hours, the I-PO‘
lice released platforms No. Five
and Six for normal train oper-
ation and other platforms after
45 niinutes,

Five kgs of explosives, sus-

cled to be RDX, were recovered
rom a person crossing over
[rom Bangladesh along Fulbari

Jborder in West Bengal's Jal-
paiguri District yesterday, a
Siliguri report said guoting po-
lice sources.

Three pieces of energiser,
one blaster and three time de-
vices were also recovered during
the joint operation carried out
by CIID and District Police, 1G

(Police). North Bengal, K K Das
said.

The man carrying the explo-
sive and the devices in a nylon
bag was crossing over between
Neepania and Pradhanpara ar-
eas, he said. adding when ac-
costed the man managed to es-
cape.

The operations were carried
out after interrogating the sus-
pects of the new Jalpaiguri Sta-
tion blast, he said.

Das suspected the explosive
and the devices were to be used
in a blast in North Bengal dur-
ing independence day,

Securftl?lr in North Bengal has
been further tightened follow-
ing the recovery and experts
from Calcutta have been called
to test the explosive, he added.



