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Villagers g_lash leaves man dead

RAJSHAHI, Aug 143A fierce clash between two groups of vil-
lagers left a man dead and 20 people injured in Charghat thana

i

Sunday, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as Jonab Ali, 30, son of Hazrat All.
He died on the spot. Witnesses said the clash between the people
of Daulatpur and Salua villages took place at about 12 noon cen-
tering a love affair. Of the wounded, Alauddin, 30, Shahidul, 25,
Luckv.25, Zeker Ali, 55, Ayub Ali, 50, Hamidur Rahman, 42,
and Minhajul. 19, were admitted to Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital.

' Husband allegedly kills wife

PABNA, Aug 14 One young housewife was slaughterd to
death allegedly by her husband at Khiddir village in Sathia
thana on Sunday, reports UNB.

Police said the body of Rehana Khatun ,23, wife of Alhajud-
din, was found in a pool cf blood in her room after family mem-
bers broke the door for not getting response for a long time. The
door of the room remained locked from inside after Rehana and

‘ her husgand had a querrel over not geltinjg child during their

unions as arsenic contaminated
area.

When contacted, an engineer

Man sentenced
to death for
killing wife

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Aug 14: A man was
sentenced to death for killing
wife in the district on Thurs-
day.

Additional District and Ses-
sions judge found husband
Rezaul Hac]ue alias Raja Khan

i

of PHED. Moulvibazar office
said, they had collected tube-
wells” water by random sam-
pling sirstem. Alter collection,
tubewells' water was tested at
their laboratory for primary
test and found content of ar-
senic. Later on the sample water
was sent to Comilla for further
confirmation of primnary test.
During final test at Comilla it
was confirmed that tubewells'
water of 10 unions in Kamal-
gonj. Rajnagar, Kulaura, and
sadar thanas was contami-
nated. -

14 : Ar-
this dis-

MOULVI BAZAR Au
senic has now invad
trict.

According to the Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED| here, arsenic has
been detected in tubewell waters
of 10 unions out of 64 unions in
six thanas here. PHED officials
said, the tubewells" water of
Nazirabad and Monumukh
unions in the sadar thana was
found in intolerable limit of ar-
senic, The department has al-
ready sealed off the tubewells.
They have asked the people not
to take waters ol those tube-
wells.
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SEIN1C Nas 1nvadae awarded
SHERPUR, Aug 14:The Dhaka ® a l-
. 9 geous role in checking unfair l pl C Mre
means in the HSC examina-
tions this year, reports UNB. 5
- The Board has highly [ 4.
From Rajat Kanti Goswami
2 lege, lauded his bold and coura-
geous steps and awarded him Tk
10,000 in cash.
Founder of a number of edu-
man of principle Aktaruzza-
man himself went round the
examination halls and expelled
a number of examinees.
man. He firmly repulsed the at-
tack of a group of armed terror- . _ SER R _ h % R
ists, counter-chased and caught | R R e
some of them when they came | [l ' e

DHAKA SUNDAY, AUGUST 15. 1999
Board has awarded principal
Akhtaruzzaman for his coura-
praised Akhtaruzzaman, prin-
cipal of Dr Sekandar Ali Col-
cational institutions in the re-
gion, a devout teacher and a
The students used to respect
and equally fear Akhtaruzza-
to seek reverse expulsion of a A
student for adopting unfair B : 1 ;

six-year married life. Police recovdred the slaughtered body and

means in English Second Paper
sent for autopsy.

However, the PHED engineer

ﬁlﬁ”t}r of killing his wife Salma atdded that }1 was diflicult to test Exs}?};iﬁ?l&} his honesty. in- _

3 : LT : PHED tested recently the atun - ) the water of all the tubewells in : 0 L R

: T‘?achers §1_§SOC]I.Et_1011 meei_:lng tubewells' water from different Later police arrested the  all the six thanas due to lack of ter%rét;};tg“gdfggfgndﬁsﬁgﬁhg Trees are best friends Roadside trees along
MANIKGANJ, Aug 14: The trienniel general meting Qgﬁ-ﬁ villages under the aforemen-  husband. He used to beat up his necessary equipment and man- -| P - Gaibandha-Palashbari highway

dying alarmingly due to
But there is none to take
—Star photo

S&I‘b ah ara Party R b e s S e x:.: ?

Manikganj unit of HanFIa_r{esh Government Second
Teachers' Association [BGSTA] was held on Saturday in the
auditorium ol Manikganj Government High school, reports

Ali College was adjudged the

Lf'E .rﬂ' d § 11 s"ﬂ'ld'
wile lor dowry, police sai best college in 1998,

| tioned unions and identified 10 pOWer,

outbreak of unknown diseases.
ecare ot the trees

| BSS. I e Rty Pevmm e | DS e

The meeting was presided over by Sultanuddin Ahmed, pres- Z
ident of BGSTA, Manikganj unit and headmaster of Manikganj | |

U e e addieeeameng | T Y b s e R Bl et T L o e e
others, by Md Matiur Rahman, President of the central commit- COmmaI]deI'

tee of HGSTA, Maleka Begum, Headmistreess Narinda Govern- | |« . o o R4 - & i3  ® arrESted

ment Girls' High School, Md. Shamsul Huq, Secretary General

of BGSTA.

Separate incidents kill two

MAGURA, Aug 14;A teenage boy has been struck by lightning
to death in village Narsingdi of sadar thana, reports UNB.

Residents of the village said Prince, 10, son of Abdus Sattar.
was standing at the doors of the kitchen during heavy downpur
recently when the lightning struck him. His body was burnt. In
another incident. Ashok Kumar, 32, of village Shibrampur
commiited suicide swallowing poison recently. l

- Lightning kills degree examinee
NAOGAON, Aug 14 A college student was killed by lightning
at village Beel-Krishnapur in Raninagar thana here last week,
reports BSS. '
Eve witnesses said the victinn, Razzak had been working in
his crop-land during torrential rain. A thunder-bolt splashed
| over his body and he died on the spot. Razzak was a degree ex-
aminee.

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Aug 14: The Shin-
gra thana commander of Purba
Banglar Sarbahara Party and a
terror of mid Chalan beel area
Abdul Khaleque was arrested by
Natore police from Ronbagha
hat in Nandigram thana of Bo- 3 ¥ . TV
gra district on Friday night R S ;

Acting on a tip-off, police g e b Jidde |
raided Ronbaghahat and picked
him up,

Abdul Khaleque is an ac-
cused in the Oahab murder case
and have his name on the ter-
rorist list at Shingra thana.

Oahab was shot dead by the
W | Sarbahara Party members at
|| Blash bazaar in Shingra on
. | June 28. The killing occurred as

a sequel to intra-party feud over
toll collection,

Tele links from
Barisal snapped

for 20 hours

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL, Aug 14: Both the
Nation: Wide Dialling (NWD)
and International Subscribers’
Dialling (ISD) telecommunica-
tion systems and network re-
mained disrupted to and from
Barisal for nearly 20 hours
from 4-15 PM on Wednesday till
11-15 AM on Thursday.
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The annual general meeting of Sheikh Kamal memorial
body was held recently in a Chinese restaurant in Brah-
manbaria, —Star photo

Another housewife killed

JESSORE. Aug 14: A quarrel between a young man and his
wife ended in killing of the wife at Sonatonkati village in Sar-
sha thana early Sunday, reports UNB.

Police said Ismail Hossain picked up a quarrel with his wife
Rahima Khatun, 20, at the de=ad of night and at one point stran-
gulated her to death at his in-law's house. He fled the scene soon
I after the killing, but local people caught him later. He was

handed over fo police. Police recovered the body and sent it to
hospital morgue for autopsy,

Police nab two heroin addicts

SATKHIRA, Aug 14; Satkhira Sadar thana police in a raid
nabbed two herioin addicted youths {from the Shafi Super Mar-
ket area in the town on Saturday. reports BSS, _

Police sources said, acting on a tip-off the Sadar police led by
Sub-Inspctor Refaet Chowdhury raided the Shafi Super Market
area and arrested two beroin addicted youths, identified as
Saliqul Islam, 22, and Habibur Rahman of Kamal Nagar village

R a5, B '. SRR .' : ; £ a o o

Villagers of Brahmanbaria district suffering a lot due to unabated cutting of vasluable
trees and outbreak of unknown diseases. —Star photo

Plants dying due to lack of
maintenance in Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

ecological balance the govern-
ment has been encouraging

GAIBANDHA, Aug 14 Hun-

: rural houses building materials
dreds of plants and trees are dy-

i1 disttict. One large size bam-

Reliefl m
affected people
governmental organisation of Jamalpur.

from a paribaban counter ol the market. Police also recovered

some match boxes full of heroin from their possession.

Drain construction work

JESSORE, Aug ¥4 The construction work of 20 drains in &
Jessore Municipality area under Middle Town Infrastructure

Development Progrmme has been completed, reports BSS.
The drains Liave been constructed by LGED at a cost of Taka
two crore 74 lakh. The inhabitanis o

their construction plan in the current fiscal year. The town
dwellers will be cumﬁletely relieved from water logging by the
next two years after the construction of necessary drains.

Training on bee keeping
SRIMANGOL, Aug 14: A five-day training course on bee-

keeping was held lasl week al GJMS Senior Madrasa premises
here, reports BSS,

The Hunger Project, Bangladesh and Srimangol Jubo Foun-

dation joinlly organised the training programme. The main ob-
jective of the programme is to create self-employment oppor-

tunities especially for the youths. Twenty persons participated
in the training. An experienced bee-keeper from Tangail dis-
trict 5SM Shabieen imparted training to the participants.

Violence condemned

MUNSHIGANJ, Aug 14: A public meeting organised by the lo-
cal Awami League on Sunday at Poura Super-Market square
here slated the violence and anarchy resorted to by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) in the name of observing
hartal without any issue, reports BSS.

The meeting presided over by Jalaluddin, president of Mun-
shinganj town Awami League. District Awami League president

and former MP Mohiuddin Ahmed.District AL general secre-
tary Lutfar Rahman. local leaders Tofazzal Hossain,Jamal
Hossain, SM Amanullah, Shamsul Kabir, Shafiuddin, Advo-
cate Abdul Matin, among others, addressed the meeting. The
spakers criticised the role of the main opposition party.

the town have relieved
greally from water logging in the current rainy season as those
drains Lave been consiructed in due time. According to the
chairman of Jesorre Pourasabha, 30 more drains are under
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at Islampur

Jobless youths cheated

NAOGAON, Aug 14: A cheat in Sadar thana here has disap-
peared taking Tk three lakh {rom some unemployed youths of
the area promising them jobs in Europe, reports UNB.

Police said, Abu Hena Rabu, younger brother of Labour Min-
isiry director Abu Wahed, took the money from Bretanta Paul.
Bahadur Chowdhury and Tapash Sarkar giving them a false
promise to send them to Sweden. Later on July 29, the cheat
ook them to Dhaka and then disappeared leaving them in a

city hotel. When contacted his brother Wahed expressed his ig-
norance aboul the matter.

Loan disbursement exceeds target

CHUADANGA, Aug 14: Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB) has
exceeded its loan disburSement target in the Chuadanga region
during the last financial year, reports BSS,

According to an official source, the bank has disbursed an
arnount of Taka 13 erore 95 lakh 64 thousand during the last fi-

nancial year in the Chuadanga region as against its disburse-

ment target of Taka 10 crore 68 la 09 thousand. The amount
of loan was disbursed among 11,377 loanees. The loan was
given for cultivation of IRRI-Boro, Aus, Aman. wheat, su ane
and jute for ruchasing cattle heads and agricutlural in-
struments and for running business. The loan was disbursed

gﬂ;{:;?lugh 10 branches of Bangldesh Krishi Bank, Chuadanga re-

terials being distributed among the river erosion |
recently by .a non-
-~ Star photo

. to lack o

ing every year in the district due
Proper mairitenarice.
On the occasion of tree
plantation drive programme
huge numbers of saplings are
planted along rc:-adsiLHz and em-

‘Bankments every rainy season

by different government de-
partments, non-governmental
organisations and other volun-
tary organisations, But these
saplings die within very short
times because no one takes care
of these newly planted saplings.

Meanwhile, many of L[ﬁe
planted saplings along the
roads and embankments are at-
tacked with unknown disease,
local people said. Not only
saplings bul also grown up trees
of 10 to 15 years old also die of
the unknown disease, they
added.

According to witnesses, the
disease attacks the roots of
trees first. And within a few
days the affected roots become
rotten and eventually the trees
die alter two to three months.

When contacted local forest
department officials said they
could not identify the disease,

A reliable source said some
unscrupulous people inten-
tionally kill roadside (rees by
using poeisonous chemical,
Later they cut down the trees,

With a view to preserving

people to make tree plantation
drive a success.

Thana parishad, union
parishad, Roads and Highways
Department, Forest Depart-

and S have been engaged in
planting saplings since long.
Every year these orpanisations
plant huge numbers of saplings
under tree plantation drive. But
soon after the plantation no
one looks after the saplings.
Saplings. generally, fall victim
to cattle.

Our Brahmabnaria Corre-
spondent says: Villagers in all
seven thanas ol the district are
facing acute shortages of bam-
boo, one of the main items of
rural house building materials.

Rural people usually build
their houses or huts with lo-
cally available materials. For
Lthis they need bamboo. zope,
hemp and mud. On the other
hand, the sheels of corrugated
iron and wood are needed for
seni-concrete tin-shed houses.
Most of the villagers live in
bamboo-straw made cottages.

Many farmers cut down
their bamboo and hemp clus-
ters indiscriminately in the
[}r&vinus years to bring more
ands under crop cultivation,
creating acute scarcity of the

meqtl ﬂgri{y_iture Department

boo is being sold between taka
150 and 175 in the local mar-
kets,

Villagers said due to short-
age of shan. leaves of hemp
_plants, they are now using the
straw of paddy plants for mak-
ing the sheds of houses, creating
the severe crisis of fodder. As
cattle heads are suffering from
fodder crisis. crop cultivation
on lands is also being ham-
pered, |

Meanwhile, the bamboo cul-
tivation in the district has de-
clined due to ﬁrnwe:rs' lack of
proper knowledge of scientific
farming. Besides, most of the,
growers think that the bamboo

cultivation is not profitable
Oone,

Once clusters of bamboo and
hemp plants were available in
the eastern part of the district.

One Muhammad Ali of Pa-
harpur village said over the
years farmers have turned their
lands of bamboo clusters into
crop lands. Bamboo farming
was not much
added

The authorities concerned
should take immediate steps to
1mFal_'t traininﬁ to growers and
help increase bamboo produc-

Lion, opined elderly people in
the district, &

profitable, he -

According to a T&T high of-
ficial source here, telecommu-
niications with Barisal and rest
of the country and other coun-
tries of the world due to cable
trouble in the tele-communica-
tions carrier service section
here, f

618 bottles of
phensidyl
se1zed in Pabna

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Aug 14 A (otal of
618, bottles of Indtan made
Phensidyl cough syrup were
seized at Ataikula in Pabna dis-
trict from a private car re-

cently.

Four drug smugglers were
also arrested from the vehicle,
police said,

Acting on a tip-off police in-
tercepted the Sirajganj-bound
car from Pabna f[}haka— DA.-
871) and challenged the passen-
gers.
Police then recovered 618
bottles of syrup from inside the
car arrested four personsae-
driver Mohammad Ali,
Shafiqul Islam. Zillur Rahman
and Satya Ran[]an

.\ case was lodged with police

in this connection.

Trainees awarded :
successful trainees
on Nazrul songs in

Poet Nurul H
of the recently held training course
Brahmanbaria town.

uda awarding the

......

—Star photo

eggs and poultry birds.

Anti-smuggling procession :Faridpur district poultry
farm owners association brought out a procession in the
town recently protesting rampant smuggling of Indian

—>tar photo

JOYAGRAM, Aug 14: Gandhi

Ashram of Noakhali, through

its various social welfare activ-
ities, has now firmly estab-
lished itself as a philanthropic
and development organisation
based on Gandhian philosophy
of rural development, peace and
social harmony.

After the independence of
Bangladesh, Gandhi Ashram
was re-organised as Gandhi
Ashram Trust headed by a
Supreine Court judge, Develop-
ment and extension services for
the poor and disadvantaged
classes were the main focus of
the Trust, along with charitable
functions. Improvement of liv-
ing standard, both material and
moral. has now become the
cherished objective of Gandhi
Ashram, said the present direc-
tor of the organisation, Jharna
Dhara Chowdhury.

Chowdhury said that the
Ashram authority has plans to
convert its two-storied main
building into a full-fledged
Gandhi museum. Work on the
plan is in progress, she said,
adding: "When completed, the
Ashram will attract a sizeable
number of tourists.

, Named after Mahatma
Gandbhi, the legendary figure in
the independence movement of
the Indian sub-continent
against the British colonial
Eule. thlfl: Ashram is situated at

oya village in Begumganj po-
lice station of Ngakhgalljcﬁo
trict, about 36 kilometres from
the district headquarters.

Establishment of Gandhi
Ashram dates back to October
1946 when Mahatma Gandhi
came to Noakhali on a peace
mission following a communal
riot and stayed there for four .

By S M Zahurul Alam

months, In the course of his
peace mission in the area by
foot, when he reached the re-

mote Joyagram, the then za-'

mindar of the area, Barrister
Hemanta Kumer Ghosh, handed
over all his movable and im-
movable property to this great
leader. A crusader for indepen-
dence and communal harmony,
Mahatma Gandhi established
the Ashram there for the uplift
and benefit of the toiling
masses, irrespective of cast,
creed and religious beliefs.

Mahatam Gandhi stayed in
Joya village for ‘about two
months and organised the
ashram before he lefl for Cal.
cutla in March, 1947, Before his
departure, Mahatma Gandhi
gave responsibility to one of his
close followers Charu Chowd-
hury, who was in charge of the
Ashram, to continue the peace
mission there.

At the initial stage, Gandhi
Ashram was engaged basically
in charitable activities and re-
lief and rehabilitation of the
riot victims of the area. Besides,
the organisation took up moti-
vational work for communal
harmunr and continued its
work till the departure of the
British rulers.

After the emergence of Pak-
istan, Gandhi Ashram started
facing adverse behaviour from
the then rulers. Its chief Charu
Chowdhury was jailed, time
and again, whenever he tried to
make any initiative for the wel-
fare of the poor people and the
activities of the Gandhi
Ashram came to almost a
standstill. A large volume of
landed property of the Ashram
was also lost as enemy property

following the Indo-Pakistan
war of 1965,

Situated on about 27 acres of
Jand, the Ashram has now en-
gaged itself mainly on human
resources development and in- -
come-generation activities.
Specifically, the Ashram or-
ganises seminars, workshops,
publications, and promotes
peace and environment protec-
tion under its philosophical
agenda while developmental ac-
tivities, include institution
building, education, training,
water and sanitation, medicare
and credit programmes, says
Chowdhury, who received Ja-
munalal Bajaj International
Award of India for her contri-
bution in the social welfare sec-
tor.

Activities of Gandhi Ashram
are spread out in 68 villages un-
der three police stations of
Noakhali and Lakkhipur dis-
tricts. It runs a good number of
non-formal primary to junior
higﬁ schools and endeavours to
enhance water and sanitation
status by bringing about be-
havioural change of the people
of the area. Besides, the Ashram
provides training to help ensure
integration and motivation of
the community people towards
the development programmes
and their implementation.
With a view to achieving this
goal, it has been providing
training on human resources
development and technical
skill development,

Other activities of the
Ashram include fish hatchery,
dairy and poultry farm, food
processing and preservation,
jute and coir work, weaving,
tailoring and embroidery as
well as emergency relief and re-

 Gandhi Ashram working for social
|| progress in 68 Noakhali villages

habilitation work at the time of
natural calamities like cy-
clones and floods.

At present, the organisation
has focused its attention on
poverty alleviation coincidin
with the government's policy o
eradicating poverty from the
courntry. Keeping this in view, it
has introduced credit pro-
gramme for poor people, espe-
cially for establishing dairy

- farms and small business. The

Ashram provides credits up to
Taka seven thousand and Taka
four thousand to individuals
for dairy farm and small busi-
ness, respectively. About six
thousand five hundred people,
mainly women, are the benefi-
ciaries of the credit programme.
Chowdhury claimed that
with the implementation of
various social welfare pro-
grammes by Gandhi Ashram in
its project aréas, the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of the people
have showed considerable
progress, She said the organi-
sation has a plan to build a ma-
ternity clinic, a long-time de-
mand of the people of the area.

The headquarters of the
Ashram, situated in a serene
and rural landscape deep inside
Joya village, is a place of tourist
attraction also. Besides build-
ings and technical workshops
for administrative, schooling
and training purposes, the en-
tire Ashram area abounds with
various types of trees or fish
tanks. Most important of all is
the display of some rare pho-
tographs of Mahatma Gandhi's
visit to Noakhali and various
utensils and articles he used
du]giglg his stay in Joya village.
— feature

BOGRA, Aug 14! People are
being deprived of medicare ser-
vice here due to shortage of
physicians in the sadar hospi-
tal and other health complexes;
Acute crisis of necessary
medicine, gauge, bandage and
other materials has aggravated
the situation.
A responsible source of the
health department said there
had been no sufficient stock of
medicine, gauge, bandage and
other necessary materials. In
some health complexes there is
no physician and even the re-
quired number of medical at-
tendants.
Aboul 230 important posts
of the health departmeni out of
a total of 1654 posts in the rev-
enue and development heads
have been lying vacant for a
]u:an[%I time,

ealth department sources
said on August 5 that even the
post of senior consultant of
medicine and ENT have been ly-
ing vacant. There is only one
gynaecological specialist lor 14
lakh women. There is one sur-
geon for 30 lakh people.
But 7] posts of health assis-
tants, out of a total of 515 posts
are vacant, 15 posts of security
guards out of a total of 33 posts
are vacant. Twenty out of a total
140 posts of health inspectors
are vacant. Twelve out of a total
of 145 posts of medical assis-
tants and pharmacists had been
vacant for a long time. Seven
posts, out of a total of 11 dental
surgeons had been vacant for a
long time.
None: has been working
a%ajnst 14 posts out of a total of
72 posts of medical officers, Pa-
tients are forced to visit private
clinics as the doctors are not

I_avajlable in government medi-

Bogra people deprived
of medicare service

From A Correspondent

cal centres. As a result the poor
and needy patients are being
deprived of medicare service
here very badly.

In the district headquarters
the lone Mohammed Ali Hospi-
tal with 250 seats cannot cope
with the increasing pressure of
patients. Many patients are ac-
commodated in the verandah as

there is an acute problem of ac-
commodation.

Faridpur,
Barisal
bus service
suspended

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, ﬁu[g 4: Passen-
gers have been facing untold
sufferings following the sus-
pension of bus-movements on
Madaripur-Faridpur and
Faridpur-Barisal routes over
the matter relating to the direct
bus service between Shariatpur
and Faridpur since July 28.

[t is learnt that Faridpur
District Bus and Minibus
Parishad has been attempting
for the last two years to intro-
duce direct bus service between
Faridpur and Shariatpur to fa-
cilitate communication, but
Shahjahan Khan MP of
Madaripur and his supporters
are strongly protesting this
venture saying that the bus
would not be allowed to pass
over Madaripur to and from
Shariatpur. '

In spite of hn]dln% several
rmeelings between the bus owt-
ers of Madaripur and Faridpur,
the concerned leaders could not
reach any positive result.




