PHAKA. SUNDAY,  AUGUST 15, 1999

S ST AL A5 o S | 1110 N ion Al

120 held to
stop uprising
in Myanmar

BANGKOK, Aug 14: An oppo-
sition group of exiled Myanmar
students claimed Saturday that
the country's military regime
has taken 120 people into cus-
tody over the
thwart a revolt that dissidents
have called for Sept 9.

The All Burma Students'

Democratic Front, composed of

students who fled Myanmar af-

ter an uprising 11 years ago was

crushed in bloodshed, ‘also
claimeéd that a virtual curfew
had been imposed in Mandalay,
the country's second-largest
city, and other places since last
week

Myanmar's government an-
nounced that it had foiled an al-
leged plot by the students, eth-
nic .rebels;, die-hard commu-
nists, .drug traffickers and the
party led by Nobel Peace laure-
ate Aung Sarl Suu Kyi to insti-
gate a mass /uprising next
month. :

The government claimed .

that four people, including two
ABSDF leaders and two mid-
ranking members of Suu Kyi's
National League for Democracy.
had been arrested and said any-
one engaged in the
subject to "severe punishment.”
pposition groups have been
. urging a new uprising for .
1999 — or 9-9-99 — and claim
the date is auspicious. Many
eople in Myanmar,
own as Burma, take nu-
merology very seriously,
though
ated with former military
strongman Ne Win,

There ‘was no immediate
overnment comment on the
DF's claims. A week ago,
exiles marked the 11th an-
niversary of the beginning of
the last uprising — Aug 8, 1988,
or 8-8-88. But Myanmar was
quiet, as it was last year on the
10th anniv !

Meanwhile, the government
sald that two people who had
helped arr
breakaway factions of an eth-
nic rebel %ruup. the Karenni
National Progressive Party,
had been ambushed. tortured
and killed by KNPP loyalists
July 31, : '

The pair, identified as Phrae
Moe, 56, and Hla Din, 57, were
said in a press statement to
have been instrumental in per-

suading 100 KNPP members to -

reach a peace settlement with
the government last month.

EU concerned at
conflict 1n
Dagestan

HELSINKI, Aug 14: The Eu-
“ ropean Union (EU) expressed its
deep concern on Friday over the
confliét *in Russia’'s southern

st two weeks to

The claims came a day after

plot was

also .

nine is usually associ- -

ge peace deals with “|*

Delhi rejects Washington’s contention

Sharif warns India against 'atrocities'
on Kashmiri Muslims

ISLAMABAD. Aug 14: Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif warned

India on Saturday against what

he called its atrocities on Mus-
lims of the disputed Kashmir
Tegion, saying this protracted
problem threatened peace, re-
ports AP,

‘Indian forces are killing
innocent Kashmiris. We cannot
remain silent on the Indian
atrocities,” Sharif said in a
speech to mark the 52nd Inde-
pendence Day ol Pakistan.

Pakistan., carved out of
British-India on Aug 14 1947,
was al the brink of a war with
its rival neighbour when Indian
lorces were-battling the Muslim
militants who captured moun-
tain heights in Kashmir's
Kargil area in May.

But the threat of a full-scale
‘war between the two nuclear
powers was averted following
international pressure that
forced Pakistan to appeal to the
militants to vacate their posi-
tions in July. '

"We:-made an appeal to the
mujahedeen (holy warriors) to
withdraw to ease tension.”
Sharif said.

But on Tuesday India fight-
ers planes shot gmvn an un-
armed navy Elane without any
provocation, he said.

Pakistan acted with respon-
sibility and showed restraint;
he said. "But there is a limit to
our patience;"‘he warned.

The incident "exposes who
wants peace and who doesn't,”
he added. -

Islamabad says India shot
down the Pakistani plane when
it was o1 a traimng flisht well
within its airspace. killing 16
Serviceiner.,

India says the Pakistani
plane violated its airspace.

Pakistan and India have al-
ready: fought two wars over
Kashmir — a former princely
state, now divided between
them. Both the countries claim
Kashmir in its entirety.

A third war was fought over
Bangladesh which was then
former East Pakistan.

Sharif said Pakistan iried to
ease tension with india "but if
war-is thrust upon us, we will
give a belitting reply," he said,
adding that the threat of a war
could only be removed after the

‘solution of Kashmir dispuite.

Sharif also paid-trigutes to
the soldiers killed in fighting
against India on the Kashmir
border during recent tension,
saying that they wrote "history
with golden letters.”

‘1 pay tributes to soldiers
and officers who were mar-
tyred.” I also salute the muja-
hedeen for their sacrifices.

. Their blood will not be wasted.”

he said. :

« Muslim guerillas have been
waging a bloody war against In-
dian rule in Kashmir for the
last decade for its independence
or merger with Islamic Pak-
istan.

India accuses Pakistan send-
ing intruders. including sol-
diers, in Kashmir. Pakistan de-
nies the charge and says it gives
only political and moral sup-
port to the Kashmiris.

Xinhua adds from New
Delhi: India Friday rejected the
United States contention that
New Delhi had not respected the
agreement signed with Pak-
istan in 1991 on the prevention
of airspace violations.

A spokesman of the External

Affairs Ministry claimed that
the Pakistani military aircraft
was shot down in Kutch area of
the western Gujarat state under
standard operating procedures

after it failed to comply with all .

warnings and signals.
The reaction came in re-

sponse to official comments

from , Washington that India
had not res ed the agreement
by shooting down the Pakistani
piane and that the incident had
taken place at a "highly dis-
puted” area.

Citing article two of the

agreemnent that "combat air-
craft will not fly within ‘10

"kilometers of each other's

airspace,” the spokesman said
that "the Pakistani aircraft fell
well within the rubric of this
clause."

He claimed that Pakistani
intrusion had taken place in
four parts of the border area
witlr the first three intrusions
taking place at the border
which had been delineated and
clearly demarcated and the last
intruding deep into Indian
airspace,. '

Pakistan Army Chief General Perviz Musharraf
killed or wounded in the recent fighting in
ceremonies in Islamabad yesterday, The count
a tlag hoisting ceremony in the capital as
officers and soldiers involved in the recent

&

(L) receives relatives (C
Kashmir, at Pakistani Independence Day
ry marked its 52nd Independence Day with
President Rafiq Tarrar

10-week conflict with India.

_____
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A group of young East Timorese-women read 'a leaflet pro
| Indonesia distributed during a pro-Indonesian rally in the East Timorese capital of Dili

moting autonomy under

yesterday. Supporters cheered on campaigners during the rally who were promoting the
merits of autonomy under Indonesian rule, on first day of a two-week campaign ahead of a

- landmark August 30 vote of self-determination for East Timor.

‘province of Dagestan, fearﬁl%’."f' T

rtheér escalatien of the fig
ing, reports Xinhua.
- Ina
released here, the EU con-
demned the seizure of several
villages by the armed rebel
groups and the rebels' procla-
mation of an independent Is-
lamic State of Dagestan.

. The EU reaffirmed its sup-
port for the territorial integrity
of the Russian Federation, call-
ing upon the Russian authori-"
ties to "use proportionate force™
to restore order in Dagestan,
which has "already been deeply
 affected by a poor socio-eco-.
nomic situation.”

' Fighting between the Islamic
.militants and Russia's federal
forces erupted on August 7 in-
this mountainous, multi-ethnic
republic in Russia%s North Cau-
casus regiorn.

The EU meanwhile ressed
worries about the fate of
civilians in the region and that
of a considerable number of
refugees fleeing the area, urging
the conflicting sides to respect
universal human rights and
humanitarian law.

Suharto
hospitalised
again

JAKARTA; Aug 14: Former
President Suharto has been
admitted to a Jakarta hospital
with a stomach illness less
_than a month after he suffered a
stroke, one of his lawyers said
Saturday. reports AP. |

A lawyer Syamsul Hadi said
Suharto, 78, was admitted to
the Pertamina Hospital on Fri-
day night.

"He complained of a stomach
problem last night and was
., taken to the hospital. The doc-
tors are looking after him. So
far as | know he is okay. But |
don't know enough to be spe-
cific,” Hadi said.

Hospital workers, who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
said Suharto was examined at
its intensive care unit for about
one hour and half on Saturday
morning.

He was then taken to a pri-
vate room on trolley wearing an
oxygen mask.

No further details were im-
mediately available. Three of
Suharto’s six multimillionaire
children were at the hospital
Saturday.

Suharto, who is fending off
allegations of massive corrup-
tion during his 32-year iron-
fisted reign, suffered what doc-
tors and family said was a mild
stroke on July 20. It reduced
some of his body movement and
slurred his speech.

He discharged himself 10
days later and had been recu-
Eerat_ing at his central Jakarta

ome, which is equipped with a
private clinic,

Suharto came to power in
1966 one year after his troops
crushed what he claimed was a
communist coup _attempt
against founding President
Sukarno, who died under house
carrest in 1970,

residential statement

Mother, son killed in Assam blast:
The wife and minor son of a homeopath were killed while the

ractitioner himself was injured when a bomb exploded at their
ﬁnus& in Assam’s Darrang district on Friday, official sources

said, PTl re

ts from Gawahati.

The bomb went off at the house of homeopath Raina Musha-
hary at Lailangpara under Dalgaon police station of the dis-

trict; the sources said. Mushah

's wife and child died on the

spot. while he was injured seriously, they said.

Turke

raises retirement age:

Turkey's parliament adopted a bill raising the retiremen age;

from 55 to 60 for
Anatolia news
Ankara:

men and from 50 to 58 for women, the
Agency reported on Saturday. reports AFP from

.. The controversial retiremient bill, centerpiece of a reform of
the social security system, was passed by parliament at around
midnight yesterday, with 239 deputies voting in favour and 42

opposed,
sion in protest.

Violence . .flares uP%in Belfast:

Police clashed with protesters attemp

ozens of opposition deputies walked out of the ses-

to block the route of a

Protestant parade in Belfast early Saturday and more than 20
people were injured at the start of a day of controversial
marches.in the province, reports AP from Belfast. _

Nineteen police officers and several protesters weére injured
when helmeted riot police wielding batons moved. in to remove
a sit-down demonstration on the Ormeau Road, site of one of
three parades by hardline Protestants in the province Saturday.
At least two people were taken to hospitals for treatment.

-

| US trying to convince

Taliban on Laden's
. trial in Egypt

WASHINGTON, Aug 14: The
United States is negotiating
with Afghanistan's hard-line
Islamic Taliban on sending al-
leged terrorist Osama bin Laden

to stand trial in a third country, .

NBC News reported on its web-
site Today. reports AFP.

Quoting a senior US official,
NBC said Washington hoped to

convince the Taliban to send

bin Laden to either Egypt or
Saudi Arabia to answer charges
that he masterminded the
bombings of two US embassies
in Africa a year ago. Abdul Ha-
keem Mujahid, the Taliban's
UN representative; told NBC
News the United States had
asked that bin Laden be de-
ported,

"If Osama bin Laden himself
wants Lo go to any other coun-
try. we will support the idea and
even facilitate his departure to
an:fj other country,” Mujahid
said.

But if bin Laden were to leave
the shelter of the Taliban.
which controls 80 per cent of
Alghanistan. it is unlikely he
would go to Egypt— where he
has been linked to a plot to kill
President Hosni Mubarak — or
Saudi Arabia — where he is
suspected of involvement in a
bomb attack that killed five US
servicemen, reported NBC,

The United States has posted
a five-million dollar reward for
information leading to the ar-
rest of bin Laden, accusing him

| of being behind the twin bomb-

ings of US embassies in Africa
in August 1998.

More than 250 people died in
those attacks.

In July, Washington, which
does not officially recognize the
Taliban. imposed economic
sanctions against Afghanistan
lor harbouring bin Laden.

By July 30, the Afghan ls-
lamic Press (AIP) reported that
bin Laden had agreed to leave
the country. The press agency is
a usual conduit for Taliban
statements, The Saudi Arabian
millionaire was looking for
asylum in another country,
said the agency, which operates
from Peshawar im Pakistan. It
did not name which countries
he had approached. Although
bin Laden's stay in Afghanistan
had become increasingly diffi-
cult because of the danger of a
US attack and the militia's
curtailment of his ‘activities,
the: Taliban "will never oust
him forcibly." AIP quoted one
source as saving. "Osama bin
Laden has taken the decision in
view of the possibility of an at-
tack by the Uniled States
against Alghanistan and to ease
difficulties being faced by the
host couniry because of his
presence, ' the source told AIP. -

Last August, Washington

launched cruise missile attacks
on suspected bin Laden terrorist
camps in Afghanistan after the
August 7 bombings in Nairobi
and Dar es Salaam.

—AFP photo

-Tessa Jowell, are design

All pregnant
women in UK
need to have

HIV test

LONDON. Aug 14: All preg-
nant women in England are to
be offered HIV test in an effort
to reduce the rising number of
babies born with the deadly
virus, reports Xinhua. '

The tests are to be recom-
mended to women as part of
their routine ante-natal screen-
ing, but there will be no element
of compulsion. according to lo-
cal media reports.

The measures, announced on
Friday by Health Minister
ed to cut
by 80 per cent the number of ba-
bies born HIV positive by the
year 2002. They are also aimed
al improving treatment for
women with HIV.

Women know to be HIV posi-
tive can take anti-viral drugs
during pregnancy to minimize
the risk of transmitting the dis-
ease to their babies during
birth. At the moment, two-
thirds of the women who are

HIV positive do not know they

are infected.

The UK has one of Europe's
highest maternal HIV trans-
mission rates.

Fresh violence on Independence Day | Clinton, Barak

Militants kill 5 Indian

soldiers in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Aug 14:
Five Indian soldiers were killed
and 16 others injured in two
separate attacks by suspected
Muslim militants today, the eve
of Independence Day, police
said, reports AFP,

A police spokesman said

militants first fired rockets and:

later opened fire at an army
camp at Manasbal village, 35
kilometers {21 miles) from Sri-
nagar, killing three soldiers at
about 2:00 am (2030 GMT Fri-
day). "Four of the nine injured
are in a critical condition,” the
spokesman said.

In another attack in north-
ern Kupwara district bordering
Pakistan, Muslim militants
ambushed an army patrol,
killing two soldiers and injur-
ing seven early today, the
spokesman said. He said Indian
security forces also defused a
bomb concealed-in a gas cylin-
der in the downtown Srinagar
district. The attacks were the
latest in a cam m%n of assaults
on military facilities in the
disputed Kashmir region. Two
sﬂ:ldiers were Killed yesterday

in a similar attack Beerwah in
central Kashmir.

More than 80 militants; se-
curity personnel and civilians
have been killed in a sudden
rise in violence in Kashmir this
month. Muslim separatists tra-
ditionally step up operations
before Independence Day on
August 15 but this time they
have engaged in particularly
daring attacks on army and
paramilitary encampments.

India says the campaign has
been masterminded by the
Pakistani intelligence services
after the recent two-month
conflict-along the disputed bor-
der between India-and Pak-
istan-controlled Kashmir.

Islamabad denies the charge.
although it extends diplomatic
and moral support to the Mus-
Hm  insurgency in I[ndian
Kashmir, which has claimed
more than 24,000 lives in the
past 10 years. Kashmir, India's
only Muslim-majority state,
has been the cause of two of the
three wars between the world's
two newest nuclear powers.

_ Amnesty Int'l M RﬂSSia

; |

new plans = .|

TROIA, Portugal. Aug 14:
Amnesty International’s to
policy-making body began on
Friday mapping out a strategy
to battle mass human rights
violations that have dogged the
final years of the 20th century,
reports Reuters.

The world is in danger of en-
lering the 21st century "moving
in reverse” on human rights,
Amnesty's Secretary-General
Pierre Sane said in a welcoming
address to the group's Interna-
tional Council,

"Genocidé and massive
rights violations...are once
again on our’lips. Wars, with
their accompanying atrocities
and convoys of refugees consti-

- tute a daily return to barbarity,”

Sane said,

The International Council,
which has drawn some 500 del-
egates from all over the world,
meets e two years to debate
policy and set priorities.

Officials said that a top con-
cern at the week-long, closed-
door sessions would be to how
to-drive home to governments
the message that there could no
longer be any impunity for
rights’ abusers.

war in

- MAKHACHKALA, Russia,
aug 4: Russian helicopter gun-
ships kept up attacks on Is-

lamic guerillas in the Caucasus -
Mountains on Saturday, while -

Russian newspapers suggested
the federal forces were gearing
up for protracied, large-scate
combat, reports AP.

Four Russian 'servicemen
were killed overnight in secat-
tered skirmishes with the mili-
tants in the mountainous re-
public of Dagestan. which
neighbours breakaway Chech-
nya, the Interfax news agency
quoted the Interior Ministry as
saying.

Rebel casualties were un-
clear. A Dagestan government
spokesman said Russian war-
planes and helicopters targeted
villages in the Botlikh region of
Dagestan overnight into Satur-
day morning. e 6

- Russia’s acting Prime Minis-
ter Vladimir Putin said Friday
the campaign might be carried
into: Chechnya. which fought a

war of secession against Russia .

from 1894-96. It was the
strongest indication yet that

.- the uprising in Dagestan could -

e L

aucasus

lead Lo a wider war. :
Russia has been sending re-
inforcements to the region for a
week, and the daily Noviye
[zvestia reported Saturday that
the content of the contingents
— including elite riot troop
units and engineering brigades
— signaled that Moscow is
preparing for extended fighting,
The business daily Kommer-
sant said that the tasks as-
signed to the Russian forces
suggested they could expand
their crackdown to Chechnya
and the neighboring region of
Karachayevo-Cherkessia,
which has seen weeks of public

unrest over a contested election,

On Friday. Putin said,
"Chechnya — this is the terri-
tory of Russia, and we will
strike at militants. wherever
they are located.”

Russian troops have been
trying to dislodge the rebels
since they seized several vil-

' lages in Dagestan last Saturday.

Many infiltrated from inside
Chechnya.

The fighting is the biggest
challenge to Russian authority
since-its war with Chechnya,

raises prospect of wider
Mountains

which has had elfective 'inde-
pendence since Russian troops
pulled out three years ago.

- Many of the rebels belong to
the fundamentalist Wahhabi
sect and are seeking an inde-
pendent Islamic republic in the
mostly Muslim regions of the
Caucasus Mourntains.

Russia is planning a large:
scale operation in Dagestan on
Sunday, said Vyacheslayv
Ovchinnikov, commander-in-
chief of the Russian Interior
Ministry troops.

The Dagestani government
spokesman said Saturday that
the heaviest ground fightin
overnight was in the villages o
Gagatli and Rikvani in the Bot-

likh distriet.
Five airplanes arrived in the
Dagestani capital of

Makhachkala Friday carnrlnzﬁ

- soldiers, weapons and medic

equipment.

It was unclear how many
federal troops were involved in
the fighting, though Kommer-
sant said thousands arrived on
Friday alone. The rebels’ num-
bers were estimated at up to
1.000. :

-ROK students' rally for

merger with DPRK

SEOUL: Aug 14: Police cor-
doned off a Seoul campus where
3.000 leftist students held an
outlawed rally Saturday to call
for unification of South and
North Korea, reports AP.

After resting in the shade,
students gathered in the late af-
ternoon to kick off their annual
pro-unification rally in Seoul
National University with calls
to end Seoul's anti-communist
national security law and US
military presence. T

80 Liberian
hostages freed

DAKAR, Aug 14: Eipghty
hostages kidnapped in Liberia
by unidentified gunmen arrived
late Friday at Daro in Guinea
on the Liberian border. an offi-
cial said in Conakry, reports
AFP;

Guinean Security Minister
Sekou Goureissy C)Imde told
that the freed hostages were
three Britons, oné Italian, a
Norwegian, a Cote d'lvoire na-
tional and 74 Liberians who
worked for humanitarian or-
ganisations and the United Na-
tions in Liberia.

In London, Forelgn Office
Minister Geoff Hoon said four
Britons had been released.

~Conde told AFP that the 80
had been sent over the border

with the help of French-Belgian
‘charitly

Medecins sans Fron-
tieres and the UN refugees

ency from the Liberian town

of Voinjama, "under the total

-control of the dissidents of the
| Liberian rebel factions." ==

Students says the law and
37.000 US troaops in South Ko-

“rea hinder reconciliation be-

‘Liberation Day

tween the capitalist South and
communist North. ’
The Seoul government views
such demands as pro-commu-
nist and seditious. and
promised to punish those who
organized the campus rally.
The rally will culminate
Sunday when the students at-
tempt to march to the border
area to jointly celebrate Korean
with: their
North Korean counterparts.
South Korea considered the
border festival a stage for anti-

‘Seoul propaganda, and out-

lawed attendance.

Police vowed to trap the stu-
dents in the campus. Students
said they would force their way
through the police cordon, rais-
ing fears of violent clashes.

At the school's several en-
trances, police stop

and searched their bags for fire

bombs and other protest gear.

Both Koreas celebrates Lib-
eration Day to mark the penin-
sula's liberation from 36 years
of Japanese -colonial rule,
which ended_ with Japan's
World War 1l defeat in 1945, =

As in recent years, North Ko-
rea sponsored ‘a festival at
Panmunjom, a village inside
the Demilitarized Zone separat-
ing the two Koreas, and invited
South Koreans to attend.

Attempts by the students to
attend similar events in the
past have resulted in violent
clashes with riot police.

. Six South Korean dissidents '
broke an official taboo in visit-,

Friends and relatives of Colombian :inlﬁl-'na_liﬂt Jaime
Garzon look at the car on Fridajr
. death earlier in the day by uni

in which he was shot to
entified gunmen riding a

motorecycle in Bogota. No guerilla movement has claimed
responsibility for the assassination so far. — AFP photo

students |
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Two opinion polls sqf_v'ey re\fegl_!

Vajpayee set for a big win

NEW DELHI, Aug 14: Riding
on the success in swiftly evict- .
ing Pakistan-backed Islamic
guerillas from India-controlled
Kashmir, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee's rightist al-
liance appears to be heading for
a big victory in next month's
gerneral elections, said two
opinion polls published Satur-
day, reports AP.

Va_]im ee's Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Hindu nationalists.
alliance is ed to get 44 per

cent of the votes, giving it an es-

Lok Sabha, the

“third in as many years.

tmated 332 of 545 seats in the |
powerful lower |

house of parliament, said the

‘ Foll conducted by The Times of
n

dia newspaper.

- The main cali'ﬂlen%:l{l' the
Congress party its allies, is
expected to win 138 seats; the
newspaper said. .

Vajpayee's 13-month-old
government lost a confidence
vote in parliament in April,

‘and President KR Narayanan _
tions: | left more than 100 dead and :
. |-over 400 seriously injured.

ordered fresh general elec

discuss ME
peace moves
over telephone

WASHINGTON, Aug 14: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton and Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
discussed Middle East peace ef-
forts during a 15-minute tele-
phone call on Friday, the While
House said, reports Reuters.

They touched on Israel's
talks with the Palestinians and
on the possibility of its resum-
ing negotiations with Syria in
the conversation, their second
this week, National Security
Council spokesman David
Leavy said.

Israel has said that it is
ready to resume peace talks
with Syria, suspended in 1996,
and its foreign minister said on
Tuesday that he hoped there
would be a breakthrough soon.

‘They talked about the status
of the Middle East peace pro-
cess, both the Palestinian and
Syrian tracks,” Leavy said, say-
ing they also spoke about how
to make Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright's upcoming
visit to the region a success.

Barak has sought to breathe
new life into the Middle East

ace process since taking office

ast month, and he has said he
wants the United States to take
a less direct role in the peace
talks than under his pre-
decessor, Benjamin Netanyahu.

Albright postpongd, her trip
by two weeks, until late August
,or early September, at ‘Barak's
request to give him more time
to ironout his problems with
the Palestinians over carrying
out last year's Wye River land-
for-security agreement.

Colombian rebels
kill 6 civilians

BOGOTA, Aug 14: A
rightwing paramilitary group
killed at least six elvilians in
northeastern Colombia and
took 70 people hostage as a
shield against leftist rebels who
drove them out of the town of
San Carlgs, regional authori-
ties sald Friday, reports AFP,

Police and army forces left
San Carlos in Antioquia
province on Sunday.

A large group of men from
the right-wing Self-defense
Units of Colombia (AUC) en-
tered San Carlos Thursday af-
ternoon and took dozens of
people "to check if any of them
were guerilla sympathizers,” a
city official told AFP by tele-
phone,

The AUC forces then killed
five men and one woman before
rebels apparently from the Rev-
olutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) forced them
out of the city Friday morning.

Paramilitary troops took 70
people hostage, the city official
said, adding that FARC and
AUC forces continued o clash
in the outskirts of town-some-
times near the country's maijor

“hydroelectric plants.

Some hostages were loaded
into. trucks before the paramili-
taries fled down paved high-
ways, according to a reporter in
the area for Caracol radio.

| Ambon violence

claims 10 more

JAKARTA, Aug 14: A further
10 people have killed in
Ambon, police said today as the

_situation in the riot-torn east
Indonesian city remained
tense, reporis AFP.

Ambon was "still tense as
carn be expected, but we have had
no report of violence today”
Maluku province Police
spokesman, Major Philip
Jekriel said. The 10 were killed
in last night violence. "That is
the number of deaths we have

checked at the hospital.”
Jekriel said. :
But the Media Indonesia

d said 12 people were killed
and at least 10 injured in vio-
lence between Christians and
Moslems in the Gunung Malin-
_ of South Ambon on late
terday. The head of the po- *

ice operational command cen-
tre, CP:ptain Marthen Johanis
was quoted as saying violence
‘had also erupted yesterday in
two other residential areas of
Ambon — Aspara Hative Kecil
and Kampung Kolom — with
Christians attacking and burn-
ing the homes of Moslems. _

Ambon has been torn since
late last month by a fresh out-
break of violent Christian-

.Moslem clashes that have now | .



