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Competition closes at 8 pm
27, '99 and draw
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CQMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN |

1 1 | Whoare the current FACup

champions?
Man Unifed |~ Arsenal Lpool
2 | Who is Srt Lanka's cricket
coach?
" Whatmore Yardley | Fernandez

¢ tions’ Cup title?

3 | Who won the Confedera-"1

; Brazil Mexico UsA
4| Who is the Bangladesh
cricket captain?
Minhazul Akram Aminul

|5 | Which stariium will host the
| final of 2002 World Cup?

Yokohama Suzuki
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Tendulkar
(New Indian skipper)

I would love to lead the
team.”

Barisal v’ball

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 14: Barisal
became champions beating
Jhalakati 3-0 in the final of the
inter-district women's volley-
ball championship at the Ma-
mataz Majidunnessa Sec-
ondary School ground yester-
day,

The competition was orgarn-
ised by the Barisal Divisignal
Women's Sports Association.

Begum Farida Mollah, pres-
ident of the association dis-
tributed prizes.

New sports body
for Kulaura

From Our Correspondent
MOULVI BAZAR, Aug 14: Ku-
laura Thana Sports Associa-
tion under Moulvi Bazar Dis-
trict Sports Association
(MDSA) was formed recently.
The elected office bearers
are: president — Niazur Haque,
vice-presidents — Ruhul Amin,
Abdur Rouf, general secretary —
Radheshyan Roy, jt secretaries
— Jahanara Siraj. Alauddin
Ahmed, cashier — Syed Jamal
Uddin and members — Abdul
Muktadir, A K M Shafi Ahmed.
Abdul Wahid, Fayem Uddin
Chowdhury, Abdul Mukit, Ab-

dul Kadir, Mirjan Ali and Sai-
ful Islam.

Paradorn lifts

SEA singles
title

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN,
Aug 14: Defending champion
Paradorn Srichaphan of Thai-
land beat the Philippines'
Bryan Juinio 6-3, 6-2 Saturday
for the men'’s singles tennis gold
medal in the Southeast Asian
Games, reports AP.

Maricris Fernandez of the
Philippines defeated top seed
Wynne Prakusya of Indonesia
6-4, 6-4 for the women's singles
gold.

In an all-Thai men's double
final, Paradorn won another
Eﬂld when he and his elder

rother Narathorn — the Asian
Games doubles champions —
beat Danai Udomchoke and Vit-
taya Samrej 6-2, 3-6 , 6-3.
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Scene from the Premier League engag
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

L

ement between Abahani and Mohammedan at the

— Star photo

NAIROBI, Aug 14
[Reuters/AFP): In-

cket Council (ICC])
. chief executive
L David ~ Richards
said on Friday that Kenya
would have to wait another 10
years before attaining Test
status.

"It would be in Kenya's inter-
est to invest the heavy financial
commitment incumbent on
Test nations in developing the
infrastructure here,” said
Richards speaking at the end of
a five-day inspection of facili-
ties ahead of a decision on the
hosts for next year's ICC tour-
nament. _

Dhaka, Sharjah and Nairobi
are bidding to host the tourna-
ment.

South Africa won the first
edition played in Bangladesh
last October, beating
dies in the final.

‘It is a slow process and
Kenya would rather

ternational Cri-

est In-

| levelop
= ericket- 40 the veéry top level be-

fore ‘thinking of becoming a
Test nation," Richards said.

Richards said that the
grounds in Kenya still required
much improvement and there
was a need to install floodlights
at grounds to allow day/night
matches.

Kenyan officials have olten
said they are seeking Test status
but Richards said a formal re-
guest had not been made.

Richards, an Ausiralian na-
tional, led a high-level ICC del-
egation composed of 14 dele-
gates from five development
groups — Europe, East Asia, Pa-
cific, Asia, Africa and the
Americas — to attend the an-
nual development committee
meeting in Nairobi. '

Alter inspecting the facili-
ties in place for next month's
tri-nation cricket tournament,
Richards. accompanied by the
ICC International Development
Committee chairman Ali
Bacher of SouthAfrica, said he
was imﬂfij:ﬂ'sedﬁ}'{j'the VEDUes. - .

Kenya: Test status in 10 yT'S

But he ruled out the possi-
bility of Kenya and Bangla-
desh being exempted from
participating in the next ICC
Trophy tournament in
Toronto, Canada, which acts as
a qualifier for the World Cup
in 2003.

The two associate members
have asked to be given auto-
matic _qualification to join the
nine Test nations in South
Africa.

Richards said the only op-
Enrtunit}r for the two nations to

e exempted will be when the
number of World Cup partici-
Fatin teams are increased
rom the current 12 to 14, an is-
sue the ICC has put up for dis-
cussion in the new year,

He also clarified that
Bangladesh; a cricket-crazy na-
tion and current holder of the
ICC Trophy, will have to wail a
little longer before being ac-
cepted as a Test-member na-
tion. Il applied to' join in the
elite two years ago. .

Gratitude to a great

NEW YORK, Aug
14 [AP): In the
Year of Retire-
ment. add Steffi

, _ Graf.

. "The mental tou-
thness puts her right up there
with the Michael Jordans, the
Wayne Gretzkys and the John
Elways," two-time US Open
champion Tracy Austin said of
Graf.

“They all retired at the same
time. What are they doing to
us?’

Gral announced Friday that
she was calling it quits after
dominating women's tennis
and earning a women's record
21,839,777 dollars along with
22 Grand Slam tournament
singles titles, '

'l have done everything I
wanted to do in tennis.” the %D—
year-old Graf said during a
news conference in Heidelberg,
Germany. "It is time to stop.”

"I can kind of sympathise
with what she's going through
because when you're at the top,
it is not easy to maintain it,"
Pete Sampras, the top-ranked
men's player, said. "She had an
unbelievable career, did it with
a lot tI:;!' class.

“ohe went out and got the jo
done and made the mc%{et do iihg
talking. I have always looked
up to her the way she ap-
proached the game. She worked
very hard and is a great athlete.
But she has nothing to be
ashamed of after winning 22
Grand Slam. That is not easy.”

Andre Agassi, the World No
men's player, said Grafs re-
lirement "is certainly a loss for
tennis because in my opinion
she is the best lady that has ever
Flayed. dominated on every sur-
ace. And on the other side of it,
there is a sense of happiness for
the next chapter of her life,
which I am sure she is looking
forward to."

"I was really expecting her to
kind of end l'ur:::"ir carp; atgme us
Open," said Lindsay Davenport,
the Wimbledon champion and
the defending US Open cham-
pion. "so it is a little bit of a
surprise.”

' at I thought was really
greal was the older she got and
the more she was winning,
Ernbably in the mid-90s, the

appier its seemed to make her.
When she was playing in the
‘80s and just dominating, she
never looked that happy and I
think she really learnﬂc;' to ap-
preciate the game the older she
got and more she played.”

In 1982, Graf played her first
WTA Tour match in Filderstadt,
Germany. The 13-year-old par-
tcipated in the draw and pulled
Austin's name as her first-
round opponent.

"She was this .... kid who hit
the ball so hard I couldn't be-
lieve it,” Austin remembered
Friday. "It was 4-all in the first
set and she was painting the
lines,”

Austin won the next 10
games, but knew she had seen
the future of women's tennis.

very, very good player." Austin
said. "She had a huge, huge
forehand and she moved like a
deer out there."

The nimble footwork and big
forehand changed ‘women's
tennis, although Graf, unlike
many other young players, was
not an overnight success. She
didn't win her first Grand Slam
tournament title until 1987,
when she surprised Martina
Navratilova in the final of the
French Open.

"She was so disciplined. She
was always focused, always trv-
ing 100 per cent," Austin said:
"Just very professional about
her job and her work."

Bart McGuire, the WTA
Tour's chief executive officer,
said, Graf "has been a role
model for women athletes in all
sports. She has been a catalyst
for the resurgence of women's
tennis, especially in Europe.”

"Steffi is a class aef,’
McGuire said.

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
played Graf in seven Grand
Slam tournament finals, win-
ning the 1989 French Open and
the 1994 US open.

“She’'s been a great player, a
great champion, a good person
and a friend,"” Sanchez-Vicario
said in Manhattan Beach, Cali-
fornia, where she is plaving in
the Acura classic. "No one can
replace Steffi. It's kind of hard

to think she isn't going to he

there anymore.”

Billie Jean King called Graf
“the all-time great singles
player in women's tennis.”

‘I'm glad that she is able to
refire on her own terms and
hope that she will keep some
involvement and commitment
to our sport the rest of her life,"
King said, "We will miss her
great athletic ability.”

Austin, whose career was
shortened by a back injury, said
she wasn't surprised by Graf re-
tiring,

'It's great loss for women's
tennis, but I love the fact that
she's doing it on her terms be-
cause after all of these injuries
she's had, it's great that she's
not going out because of an in-

‘]u%"

ary Pierce, whose lone
Grand Slam tournament title
camne - at the 1995 Australian
Open, was surprised at the re-
tirement.

“But I'm happy for her that
Eht.'. feels at peace," Pierce said.

Wimbledon semifinalist
Alexandra Stevenson said
Graf's retirement "gives me
goosc bumps. Also knowing |
will never have the privilege of
pl?ring dagainst her makes me
sad. But I will memorise her
graceful and courageous run at
the 1999 French Open. Steffi
Gral was always my measure of
greatness.”

S

‘I knew she was going to be a_ 1 football final yesterday.

Thailand’s Choketawee Pro
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mrat (L) beats Vietnam’s
Nguyen Duc Thang in the air during their SEA Games
— AFP p_l;pEu

WI cricketers
agree on fees

BARBADOS, Aug 14 (Internet
report): Everything is in place

for the West Indies cricket

team's tours of Sharjah and
Singapore.
he Barbados Nation

Hnrts, negotiations have been

nalised between the West In-
dies Cricket Board [WICB) and
the West Indies Players' Asso-
ciation (WIPA) surrounding fees
and prize money for the players
for the two one-day tourna-
ments next month.

The bargain was said to have
run smoothly and the players
were satisfied with the details
of the agreement. However,

lans have not been finalised
or the Test tour to New Zealand
later this year since the finer
ints of the itinerary have not

n ironed out.

That trip is expected to in-
clude two Tests and five one-day
Internationals, starting in De-
cember,

Less than a year agd there
was a major fall-out between
the boards and the players' rep-
resentative over fees for the in-
augural Test tour of South
Africa.

It required lengthy meetings
in London among officials from
the Players' Association, WICB
and the South African Cricket
Board to settle the impasse
which attracted international
aftention.

After that the West Indies
Cricket Board and WIPA
reached an agreement in
November, outlining details for
further negotiations,

Div II hockey

Dilkusha SC and Karnak
Samaj won their respective
matches in the Green Delta In-
surance Second Division
hockey league at the Maulana
Bhasani National Stadium on
Friday, reports UNB.

Dilkusha beat Tejgaon
Agragami Club 2-1 after leading
the [irst half 2-0. |

sabar and Anisuzzaman
netled for the winners while
Sultan scored for the losers.

in the other match, Karnak
Samaj blanked Uttara Hockey
Club 3-0 after dominating the
first half 2-0,

Zahidul, Mamun and Moni
nelted for the winners.

SEA Games
Thailand’s 4th
- soccer gold

In a row

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN,
Aug 14: Thailand scored a goal
in each half to beat Vietnam 2-0
in the football final of the
Southeast Asian (SEA) Games
here Saturday, reports AFP.

The goals by Thailand, who
won the gold medal in the
Games for their fourth straight
time, came from Thawatchai
Ongtrakul in the 39th minute
and Dusit Charlesmsan in the
85th minute.

Meanwhile, goalkeeper Kar-
tiko. Hendro was the unlikely
hero earlier in the day when he
single-handedly took his side to
penalty kicks and then saved
two Singapore attempts as In-
donesia took the bronze.

Hendro flung himself across
the line to block a certain goal
late in the second half alter
Singapore forward Mohamad
Ali Rafi beat the Indonesian
offside trap to slide onto the end
of a low Samawira Basri cross.

The match went straight to
penalties after full-time ended
goalless.

Hendro saved the penalty

attempts of Singapore captain
Nasir Mohammad Nazri and
Rali in between conversions b

Zainal Zulkarnaen and Salle

Mohamad Azhar.

Bima Sakti;, Prasetyo
Harivanto, Sugi Yantoro and
then Bambang Pamungkas all
converted for Indonesia to
clitich a 4-2 penalty win,

Shouaa wins
javelin gold

AMMAN, Aug 14: Syria's
Ghada Shouaa on Friday won
the gold medal in the women's
javelin and appeared set to re-
gain the form that enabled her
to clinch several Olympic and
international gold medals in
recent years, reports AP.

Shouaa, who has been ham-
ger&d by injuries since 1997,

ad a 5b,14-meter throw while
Aida Salim of Tunisia won sil-
ver, throwing for a distance of
48.69 meters. Egypt's Mona
Mustapha took bronze with a
throw of 41.98 meters, the state-
owned Petra news agency re-
ported,

The competition was held in
Irbid. 100 kilometers (60 miles)
north the capital Amman.

The official opening of the
9th pan-Arab Games will open
Sunday, but the athletic events,
which began on Wednesday,
started earlier to allow athletes
to finish in time for the Aug. 22-
29 World Athletics Champi-
onships in Seville, Spain.

In the men's high jump,
Qatar's Mohammed Abdul Aziz
clinched the gold medal with
16.44 meters while Saudi Ara-
bia's Salim al-Ahmadi won
silver with a 16.35-meter jump
and Iraq's Majid Abdul Bari
jumped 16.23 meters to win

ronze.

More than 4,500 athletes
from 20 Arab countries and the
Palestinian territories are par-
ticipating in the competitions
nicknamed "Al Hussein tour-
nament,” after the late King
Hussein who died of cancer on
Feb. 7.

re-

BRISBANE, Aus-
tralia, Aug 14
(AFP): Skipper
Steve Waugh says
the desire to re-
main at the top of
world cricket will ensure his
Australian team remain fo-
cussed when they begin their
tour of Sri Lanka on Monday.
The Australian squad re-
turned to the nets here for the
first time Saturday since their
World Cup final triumph
against Pakistan at Lord's in

“June.

The Australians have al-
ready spoken about the poten-
tial for a letdown ahead of five
one-day matches and three
Tests against a revamped Sri
Lankan team under new cap-
tain Sanath Jayasuriya.

The World Cup marked the
end of a long campaign for the
Australians, who completed an
Ashes home series against
England and a tour of the
Caribbean before netting one of
cricket's biggest prizes.

“It's time to switch on again
because this is where the hard
work begins for us," Waugh said
Saturday.

"I can't remember a team
being number one in both forms
of the game since the West In-
dies dominated 20 years ago.

"The challenge lays in stay-
ing at the top - which will

. L s
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hard .because there's a lot of
Egud sides and they're going to
2 uugthajiger us but klt's incentive
ou or us to kee la
i P playing
Waugh said the Australians
were confident the tour would
g0 ahead without a hitch after
receiving a detailed briefing
late Friday on security in Sri
Lanka, which has been rocked

STEVE WAUGH
by four fatal bomb blasts in the
last fortnight. .
‘For cricket players, it's a
little bit scary going into a place
like that but {the federal gov-
ernment). is advising people
there's no real problem going

—r—

Waugh counts on top tag

there for holidays so that's good

enough for us," he said.

‘It couldn't be any more suf-
focating than it has in the
past. We had guys with sub-ma-
chine guns on the bus last time
but we're used to going to the
sub-continent now and that's

life as a touring cricketer in
that part of the world."

Waugh refused to shed any
light on the battle between
Shane Warne and Stuart
MacGill to be the team's number
one spinner,

Warne, who recovered from
his Test in the Caribbean
to spearhead the World Cup
charge, has said he is back to
his best and expects to play both
forms of the on tour.

But Waugh did nothing to
dampen the speculation when
he insisted the Test line-up was
far ill"mm settledi:e

“It's going to be a to ues-
tion agaginu;%d we haveu%tl:-lr?mm-
tm;dhnw both guys are going," he
said,

"Warney has first bite of the
cherry in the one-day games
and then we have a lead-up
game guinﬁ into the first Test
which could be pretty crucial.

"1 like a team where everyone
is (g:la:,ring for their Test spot
and that's the way it should be.

"1t keeps the guys hungry and
focused - you don't want to be-
come complacent."”

Ready to reclaim

BRISBANE, Aus-
tralia, Aug 14
{AFP): Champion
leg-spinner Sha-
e Warne Friday
: +—4 'said he was back

to his best and expected to re-
turn o Australia’s Test cricket
team in 5ri Lanka next month.

Warne; who was disap-
pointed to lose captaincy of the
Victorian Sheffield Shigd team
this week, Friday spoke of his
desire to reclaim the Test spin-
ning role he lost to Stuart
MacGill in the Caribbean in
April.

Warne was dropped after
struggling for consistency fol-
lowing shoulder surgery but he
convinced his critics he was
back to his best when he flum-
moxed South Africa and Pak-
istan in the World Cup in Eng-
land last June.

The 29-year-old wrist-spin-
ner, who has taken 317 ’Fest
wickets, joined other Aus-
tralian Cricket Board-con-
tracted players for a three-day
trainin
tour o
babwe.

"I'm back to my best so I'm
going over there expecting to
play in both forms of the game,"
Warne said.

"There’s five one-dayers first
so hopelully I can slowly get
into the tour, adapt to the con-
ditions and get right for the
first Test.

"I'm ready to go and I'm actu-

Sri Lanka and Zim-

camp here before the.

ally quite excited. I've had some
tests on my shoulder and it's
back to what it was [before the
injury) and my form is back to
how it used to be.”

Warne lost the Victorian
captaincy after it was realised
his' international programme
could limit him to just one
Sheffield Shield appearance
and three domestic one-day
matches this coming sumimer,

While admitting his disap-
pointment, Warne said he
would "cop it on the chin” and
get on with the Sri Lankan tour,
which begins on Sunday week:
with a triangular one-day tour-
nameni leaturing India.

''''''

SHANE WARNE

Test role

A three-Test series follows
next month but the tour has
been overshadowed by concerns
for the Australians' safety after
nine policemen were killed on
Wednesday in the latest bomb
blast in the strife-torn country.

Warne and Tasmanian
batsman Ricky Ponting were
conlident the tour would pro-
ceed without a problem but both
acknowledged the team must
take precautions,

"Everything will be okay but
it's certainly a little bit of a
concern,” Ponting said.

"We have security with us --
in our buses and our hotels --
and they basically do whatever
they can to make sure we're 100
per cent safe.

‘I've been through it before;
in Sri Lanka but it might come
as a bit of a shock for somepays|
who haven't been there -- seeing,
guys with machine guns aréun
you most of the day.

‘It takes some time to get
used to but I'm sure the guys will
as the tour goes on.* |

Warne refused to confirm
speculation he would link with
English county Hampshire next
year.

"I've spoken to a few
[English) counties but nc deal
has done with anyone yet,"
he said.

"It's something that | always
wanted to do. If I strike the right
county and the ti Is right
then I'll probably do it."

Nasser

CHELMSFORD,
England, Aug 14
(AFP): Nasser
Hussain  pro-
l. . nounced himself
—eeoed fit Friday tocap.

tain England in next week's
final Test against New Zealand
at The Oval.

“Tll be 100 per cent fit to pla
at The Oval,” was his brie
comment as he rushed past
waiting journalists before Es-
sex began their four-day clash
against the tourists at Chelms-
ford.

The England captain had
hoped to play in the game for
his first taste of action since
breaking a finger in the second
Test at Lords three weeks ago.

But Essex cricket consultant
Keith Fletcher said: "On the ad-
vice of James Davis, our physic,
we decided not to risk playing
him today.

“Another knock on the hand
could put him back to square
one but he should be OK next
week."

Ronnie Irani meanwhile is
the leading candidate for an
England recall with the selec-
tors set to pick a specialist all-
rounder for the first time this
SUITIMET.

The elevation 'of Notting-
hamshire wicket-keeper Chris
Read into the senior England

back for

side for the first three Tests
against New Zealand to bat a
number seven has prevented
Et’l%al‘ld fielding an all-rounder
without weakening their bowl-

D L T S —.
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ing resources.

But selectors meeting in
Chelmsford on Saturday were
believed to be considering drop-
ping Read and asking Alec

- ﬁl e s, il ey t:t et

Syria’s Olympic champion Ghada."_'“_
to capture the Pan-Arab gold on Au

st 13. —— AFP photo

houaa hurls the javelin_

decider

Stewarl to once again don the
gloves - [reeing a position for an
all-rounder,

Youngsters Andrew Flintoff
and Ben Hollioake, both tried
in recent seasons without bei
able to display their tent{ﬁ
on the Test stage, would be the
obvious candidates if England
were to look to the future.

Captain Nasser Hussain,
who forms a three-strong selec-
tion panel alongside David
Graveney and incoming coach
Duncan Fletcher, is known to
favour Essex team-mate Irani,
who played the last of his two
Tests against India three years
ago.

Hussain campaigned stron-
gly to appoint Irani as his vice-
captain at Essex ahead of
Australian Stuart Law.

There are also likely to be
changes among England's top
order following their disap-
pointing batting displays at
Lord's and Old Trafford. with
Graham Thorpe, Graeme Hick
and opener Mark Butcher look-
ing vulnerable.

Butcher, who stood in as cap-
tain for Hussain at Old Traf-
ford, has failed to reach 50 in
his last 15 Test innings and
should he be replaced Leicester-
shire's Darren Maddy is
favourite to open alongside
Michael Atherton.

England are deprived of in-
jured ‘auartet Darren Gough
Headicy (ahovlder) arid cmerg:

eadley (shoulder) and emerg-
ing all-rounder Gavin Hamilton
(hamstring) which should give
further opportunities to Alan
Mullally and Chris Silverwood,
both of whom were selected for
the drawn Manchester Test but
failed to make the starting line

up.
l’I‘he four-Test series is poised
at 1-1.

Dhaka Club bridge
begins on Aug 20

Dhaka Club Foundation Day
bridge tournament. both team
event and pairs will begin on
August 20 at 4.00 pm at the club,
says a press release.

Interested teams and pairs
have been requested to register
entries with M/s A K M Azizur
Rahman (CTD), Phone-9341911
or Salahuddin (Phone-9347567)
or Dhaka Club reception.




