Nation mourns Bangabandhu’s murder today

The nation today pays
homage to the Founder of inde-
Eendent Bangladesh, Banga-

andhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, on the occasion of the
24th anniversary of his death.

The day is being officially
observed as National Mourning
Day since 1996 when Awami
League, led by Sheikh Hasina,
the eldest of the two surviving
daughters ol the great leader,
came to power after 21 years.

Bangabandhu was Kkilled
along with his family members
and many close associates at

his Dhanmondhi residence in a
ght of

military putsch on the ni
August 15, 1975. Sheikh Hasina
and her younger sister Shiekh
Rehana survived as they were in
Germany then.

The day is a public holiday.
The National Flag will be flown
al half mast atop all govern-
ment and privage buildings as a
mark of respect to the late
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leader.

President Shahabuddin

Ahmed and Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina have given sep-
arate messages on the pccasion,
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed in his message called
for "invigorating ourselves with
the hope of a new life, forgetting
political differences, bitterness
and sorrows of the past in the
greater interest of the nation".

He said the people loved
Bangabandhu because he made
immense sacrifices and made
untiring efforts for their wel-
fare.

“He could not live long to
materialise his dream of
Golden Bengal. His tragic death
along with some family mem-
bers in the hands of some mis-
guided army personnel is a
shameful chapter of our na-
tional history,” the President
said.

In her message, Prime Min-

‘Where is Agriculture Commission’s report?

Policymakers fail to give direction to farmers
By Regz Ahmad

When farmers have accom-
plished a good job in recouping
the crop-loss after last year's
unprecedented flood, policy
makers miserably failed to live
upto their promise of giving the
nation a future plan for its agri-
culture.

It has been nearly three
years now that the government
constituted a high-powered
Agriculture Commission with a
mandate to formulate plans for
producing surplus foodgrain in
the country. :

Sources say three months
have passed since all the Com-
mission members agreed upon a
final report but the Ministry of
Agriculture (MOA) is yet to re-
ceive it. The Commission’s re-
port is likely to be useful in fu-
ture decision-making by policy
makers in the agriculture sec-
tor.

A M Anisuzzaman, the
chairman of the comrmission,

first termied the report ‘a state |

secrel” and then went on to say
that he had already submitted
iz report. Boadhe refised to dis-
clese to whoin he had submitted
the report and what it really
conlained.

Inside Today
Supplement

Today’s issue of The Lhily
Stur contains a four-
page supplement on

‘National Mourning
Day on Pages 13-16

Prayer Timings

August 15
[ Azan Jamaat

Fajr 4-10 4-15
_Johr 12-50 1-25

Asr 5-00 9-10

Maghrib | 6-55 7-00

Esha 8.00 | 815
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Most ol the commission
members expressed their igno-
rance about the fate of the re-
port but strangly felt that the
report should be submitted to
appropriate authorities imme-
diately. The members also sug-
gested that contents of the re-

rt should be discussed in pub-
ic for better policy formula-
tion,

When government consti-
tuted the commission back in
November 1996, it was assigned
to prepare a report on the crop
sector within a vear.

However, a number ol com-
mission members told
Daily Star over the laslt. two
days that it was only
this year that the commission
could finalize its report.

After all the members signed
the report on May 14, three
months have passed but nobod
knows where and when it will

The
in May

be submitled.
Meanwhile, the commission

has failed to go into the details

of the non-crop sectors like

lisheries and livestock though
it had taken a much longer time
than initially sanctioned for it

{o prepare the reporL.

A commission member ex-
plained it to The Daily Star:
“Initially, we were asked to pre-

pare a report on the crop sector

only. Later, when the govern-
ment wanted us to include other
sectors as well, we did ask for
inclusion of two more members
in the commission for the fish-
eries and livestock sectors. But
that was never done.”

Now some of the commission

members feel that they did not

of the Agriculture Commission
by highlighting the crop sector
only while sidestepping the
non-crop sector.

do %usﬂce to the name and scope

As Bangladesh has already
set its target for producing 25
million metric tons of food-

ain by the year 2002 to attain
ood self-sufficiency, the com-
miission’s report is thought to
be critical for future planning.

Experts attached utmost im-
portance attaining self-suffi-
ciency in food in the backdro
of the reality of the new world
trade regime. "As and when the
developed North would be
forced to slash down their agri-
cultural subsidies in compli-
ance with URAA [Uruguay
Round Afreement on cul-
ture), food price would be on the
rise in the global market,” ex-
plained an expert.

The issues of technology
transfer, crop diversification,
use of balanced fertilizer,
planned use of surface and
ground water and ensuring fair

See page 11 Col 5

| Violence marks soccer titans derby

Abahani beat Mohammedan 1-0

A first half strike by Indian
forward Sabir Pasha enabled
Abahani to clinch a solitary
foal win over arch-rivals Mo-
1iammedan Sporting Club in
their second 'super-four' clash
of the Keya Premier Division
Football League at the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium yes-
terday,

In an incident-packed match
which saw play suspended for
more than an hour late in the
second half mostly because of
the unsporting attitudes of the
players fromm both sides, Sabir
scored the match-winner with a
brilliant header from a right
side free-kick by sKkipper
Partho in the 27th minute. The
crucigl goal brought Abahani
back into the title race.

Abahani. who were almost

Sports Reporter

out of contention with their in-
consistent ﬂarrg:aign in the first
phase, showed a remarkable
turnaround beating two aspi-
rants Mohammedan and Muk-

tijoddha Sangsad Krira Chakra

in succession in the ‘super four’
stage. The Dhanmondi outfit
closed their seven-point gap
with leaders Mohammedan to
four after raising their collec-
tion to 28 points from 14
matches. The sky-blues also
moved to the second position
with a slim two-point lead over
holders Muktijoddha Sangsad
Krira Chakra, who have col-
lected 26 points from 13 out-
it1Es.

On the other hand. despite
the defeat, Mohammedan re-
mained atop the table with
their previous collection of 32

points, also from 14 matehes.

The high-voltage affair of
the two heavyweights turned
sour when the game was halted
for 45 minutes in.the late sec-
ond half following an ungodly
incident on the field,.

The fracas broke out in the
74th minute when Ruhul-Amin
of the black and whites sent a
cross deep: into box. Abahani
defender Kingshuk, while try-
ing clear the floating pass with
a header accidentally touched it
with his hand.

When the
Udayan Haldar pointed to the
dreaded spot Abahani mid-
fielder Igbal rushed to the man
in uniform and grounded him
with a big push.

With the referee trying to

See page 'l Col 8

Indian referee-
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_ By Staff Correspondent .

ister Sheikh Hasina said that
the killers of Bangbandhu have

been thrown into the dustbin of

history.

"The nation has been re-
lieved of an indelible stigma
alter the pronouncement of the
historic verdict in the Banga-
bandhu Murder Case”. Killing
of Bangabandhu was not mere
killing of an individual, she
added.

The Prime Minister said the
nation’s hatred and resentment
will continue against power
mongers who want to capture
power by killings.

The government and differ-
ent political and socio-cultural
organisations have chalked out
elaborate programmes to ob-
serve the day in a befitting
marnner.

The Awami League has
drawn up a three-day pro-
gramine to observe the day, said
a party press release,

The Baily Star
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The National Flag and party
flags will be hoisted at half
mast atop the Bangabandhu
Bhaban and party offices at
5.30 am today. Black flags will
also be flown.

Bangabandhu's portrait at
the Bangabandhu Museum will
be garlanded at 6 in the morn-
inﬁ At 6.30am, Fateha will be
offered and milad mahfil will
be held at the city's Banani
graveyard where the August 15

mértyrs except Banpgabandhu’

were buried.

Food will be distributed
among the destitute at different
places in the city. Special pra-

' yers will be offered at mosques,

temples, churches and pagodas.

At 4 in the afternoon. a
mourning procession will be
brought out from the Suhra-
wardi Udyan. It will be termi-
nated in front of the Banga-
bandhu Museum,

AL central leaders and min-
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isters will place wreaths, offer
fateha and special prayers and
hold a milad mahfil at Banga-
bandhu's mazar at Tungipara at
llam tomorrow. The leaders
will leave the Bangabandhu
Bhaban for Tungipara at 6 am
tomorrow.

On Tuesday, the ruling party
will organise a public meeting
al the Paltan Maidan at 3pm.
AL chief and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will address the
meeting as chief guest.

The government has taken
up a afarugramme for offering
special prayers at all mosques
and other places of worship
across the country on the occa-
sion of the National Mourning
Day.

A UNB report says, the Min-
istry of Religious Affairs has
requested the managing com-
mittees of all mosques in the
country to organise special mu-

See page 11 Col 8
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NCBs to help
rehabilitate
evicted slum
dwellers

The nationalised commer-
cial banks have decided to ex-
tend financial support for the
rehabilitation of slum dwellers,
reports UNB.

It was decided at a meeting at
the Bangladesh Bank Bhaban
yesterday with Bangldadesh
Bank Governor Dr Muhammad
Farashuddin in the chair.

Managing Directors of Son-
ali Bank, Janata Bank, ani
Bank, Rupali Bank and
Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB),
and senior officials of
Bangladesh Bank attended the
meeting.

Initially. the banks will take
up independent or joint pro-
grammes like short-term mi-
cro-credits to fund the slum
dwellers affected by the ongoing
eviction. The ultimate pro-
gramme would be funding for
moderately low-cost housing.

2 The long-term programme

See page 11 Col 7

A single drop of tear encapsulates a mountai
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of tragedy

Halima, in h&r late fifties, and her husband have lived in this city for the last four years since the poor couple from
Faridpur lost ancestral home to the devouring Padma. Life has never been so cruel since she landed in a slum along the
railtracks in Khilgaon. The husband being too ill to undertake any activity for a living, Halima goes out begging in the
streets. But that too has been impossible since her shanty was razed Wednesday., Nature has not been kind to her
either. For the last three days, she told Star photographer Sk Enamul Haq yesterday, she has not been able to change

her rain-soaked saree.

Holiday
The offices of The Lhily Star
will remain closed today

(Sunday) on the occasion of
National Mourning Day.

Therefore, there will be no
issue ol the newspaper tomor-
row [Mondayl).
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India ready for war

President calls for more money for defence

NEW DELHI. Aug 14: India

‘seeks peace with Pakistan but is

ready for war. President K R
Narayanan said today, urging
an increase in the country's de-
fence budget, reports AP,

“"We adhere to the same
friendly stand but, as we have
been let down more than once
in the past, it is prudent of us
and it is our dutly to our people
to be prepared for any surprise
attack on us,” Kocheril Raman
Narayanan said in a speech on
state-rumn television on the eve
of India's independence day to-
IMOTTOW.

"Eternal vigilance is the
price of 'f[reedom as well as
peace.” he said. India's president
holds a figurehead position but
his ceremonial independence

day speech reflects official
policy and is cleared by the
government.

Pakistan and India observe
their independence day on au-
gust 14 and 15 respectively,
marking the days in 1947 when
they won their independence
from British colonial rule.

This vyear's celebrations
have been overshadowed by ris-
ing tension along their western
border, where Indian air force
fighter jets shot down a Pak-
istani plane on Tuesday and
Pakistan launched a missile at-
tack on three Indian air force
helicopters a day later.

The two nations were earlier
involved in an 11-week 1nili-
tary conflict in the Kashmir
Himalayas along the Line of

Control the 1972 ceasefire line
drawn after their last war in
1971.

"We have to pay special at-
tention to strengthening our
armed forces, equip them with
the latest weapons and force
multipliers,” Narayanan said.

Hitherto, our expenditure on
defence has been one of lowest
in the world in terms of GDP,
much lower than that of our
neighbours." he added.

ndia's defence budget has
shrunk as a percentage of Gross
Domestic Product from 3.7 per
cent 10 years ago to 2.25 per
cenl this year. By comparison,
Pakistan spends 6.9 per cent of

its GDP on defence, and China

2.6 per cent.
- See pige 11 Col 7

‘Opposition to transit triggered

by India’s attitude, says Saifur

Former finance minister M
Saifur Rahman has said people
of the country might not oppose
providing transit or tranship-
ment facility to India 'if it could
have shown broadmindedness
towards its small neighbours
from the very beginning.

“I think objection or resis-
tance [rom our people might not
come if India cooperated with
us and resolved various existing
problems before seeking transit
facility.” he said. “We have bit-
ter experience with India be-
cause of its mind-set arfd atti-
tude.”

Addressing a discussion on
“Transit and Bangladesh Per-
spective” at the Jatiya Press
Club vesterday. Saifur:said
mentality and attitude of people

By Staff Correspondent

the country become totally dif-
ferent whenever any issue con-
cerning India comes before
them. This is because of a his-
torical background. he noted.

Zia-Khaleda Research Coun-
cil organised the discussion,
marking the 54th birthday of
BNP Chairperson and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia. Convenor
of the Council Ehsanul Kabir
presided.

The former finance minister
said India had always imposed
preconditions and raised vari-
ous other issues whenever
Bangladesh sought to resolve
the Ganges water problem.

"We had told India to resolve
the water-sharing issue first
and that we will then provide

facilities to you in phases. But
all the time India raised issues
like use of Chittagong Port, gas
export and transit,” he men-
tioned.

The BNP stalwart said

Bangladesh wanted to import
stone from Nepal for construct-
ing Jamuna Bridge and export
fertiliser to
through India. But India didn’t
allow this.

that country

"I can't understand why In-

dia, despite being a big country
and alter practtisinF democracy
for 50 years, could
conlidence in its small neigh-
bours.”

not have

Relerring to treaties and

dgreements with India includ-
_ing the Ganges water sharing

See page 11 Col 3 |
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ABC House (10th Floor)

8, Kemal Attaturk Avenue

Banani, Dhaka Tel: 9885479 - 80
9881833, 019-330727 Fax : 889421

ANNOUNCEMENT

With Effect From 15 Aug.'99
For All Cargo And Passenger
i RESERVATIONS AND TICKETING
- Please Contact Malaysia Airlines or our Agent,
Vantage Aviation Services Ltd.

AT

Zia International Airport

Tel : 896953, 019-330737

AIRPORT OfFice
Kurmitola, Dhaka

Fax : 896953

mala

Sia

ATRLINES

NOTICE OF CESSATION

This is to announce that M/S Shahjalal Aviation Systems Limited shall cease
to be the Malaysia Airlines General Sales Agent (GSA) for Bangladesh

effective 14th of August, 1999.

With this notice, M/S Shahjalal Aviation Systems Limited and/or its employees,
servants, agents, representatives and/or its associates shall cease their right
whatsoever to negotiate in any business relating to Malaysia Airlines.

Malaysia Airlines shall not assume any responsiblity or liability for transactions
performed by person (s) with M/S Shahjalal Aviation Systems Limited or its
employees, servants, agents, representatives and/or its associates effective

14th August, 1999.

We regret the inconvenience
Abduliah Mchamed

Area Manager, Bangladesh, Malaysia Airlines




