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Scientific session: zH sikder Cardiac Care and Re-
search Centre has organised a scientific session on "Preoperative
assessment and preparation ol a patient for cardiac anaesthesia

and surgery.”

s

Sponsor: Jayson's Pharmaceuticals. Key-note
speaker: Dr AKM Shahidul Islam. Venue: Conference Hall of the

centre [(2nd floor), Monica Estate, Dhanmondi. Time : 9 am.

Thundershowers likely

Moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tem
sty wind is likely to occur at most places over the coun
moderately heavy to heavy falls at places over the country till 6 pm

today, reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the coun-

try during this period. Met office predicted.

The country's highest temperature was recorded 32.4 degree
Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 22.7 de
The sun sets in the capital today at 6.33 pm and rises on Sunday

at 5.34 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded

at Bogra yesterday.

in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenjg
Dhaka 284 26.0 89
Chittagong 30.6 24.0 100 89
Rajshahi 30.0 25.0 96 96
Khulna 30.0 24.0 a3 20
Barisal 28.0 25.5 100 100
Sylhet 27.5 24.8 97 98
Cox's Bazar 29.0 24.8 92 mer
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_ Bangabandhu Sangskritik
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Jote . brought: eut . a . mournin

procession ilﬁ’ the'city yesterday to mark National Mourning
ik - —Star photo
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Transform grief of Bangabandhu-

killing into strength: Sayeed

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
called upon the pro-liberation
forces to move ahead trans-
forming the grief of the assas-
-Ssination of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
1;!l:ahmau'l féltﬂ strength to build a

appy an rosperous Bangla-
a:inesh,yrarz-pn.:nl'lgI Bsge ;i
| "Being inspired by the ideals

of the Bangabandhu, we should
go forward to build ‘Sonar
Bangla' as envisioned by the
Bangabandhu, who sacrificed
his life for the well-being of the
country and its people," he said.

The minister said this in his
speech at a reminiscence ses-
sion organised to mark the 24th
martyrdom of the Father of the
Nation and the National
Mourning Day by Bangladesh
Television at its auditorium in
the city yesterday afternoon.

Presided over by Director
General of BTV Sayed Salahud-
din Zaki, Deputy Minister for
Local Government, Rural De-
velopment and Cooperatives
Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
Shaheen Monwara Hug. MP,
educationist Dr. Neelima
Ibrahim, Information Secre-
tary Akmal Hossain, Director
General of the Press Institute of
Bangladesh (PIB] Dr. Sheikh
Abdus Salam. artist Mostafa
Monwar, Syed Siddique Hos-
sain and news caster Nafiz Im-

Greater Mymensingh
Journalists Welfare

Assoc formed

A 19-member committee of
Greater Mymensingh Journal-
ists Welfare Association has
been formed with acting Editor
of Daily Ittefaq Rahat Khan as
convenor, reports UNB.

The committee was formed
at a meeting of the journalists
of greater Mymensingh work-
ing in Dhaka at National Press
Club yesterday with Rahat
Khan in the chair.

Mollah Jalal has been made
member secretary of the com-
mittee. Its members are A M
Muffazal, Mahfuz Anam., Ba-
zlur Rahman, Mir Nurul [slam,
Harun Habib, Amanullah
Kabir, Nirmolendu Goon, Yusuf
Sharif, Syed Mustafizur Rah-
man, Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul,
Dr Rezwan Siddiqui, Mostafa
Jabbar, Anwar Hossain Maniju,
Abdul Latif, Salahuddin Babar.
Ehal::&u! Islam Yunus and Kud-

dus Afrad.
Rally

Stranded Pakistanis Youth
Repatriation Movement
(SPYRM) will bring out a rally
this afternoon from the main
entrance of Ramna Park de-
manding their repatriation to
Pakistan or permanent reha-
bilitation in Bangladesh, re-
ports BSS,

tiaz Uddin spoke on the occa-

sion,

Paying glowing tribute to the
Bangabandhu Prof

Memory o
Sayeed said he (Bangabandhu)
was the symbol of independent
Bangladesh. "Nobody can kill
him, he will remain with us in
his non-communal ideals and
pruiindependence spirit,” he
said.

He said: "The reactionary
and communal forces who had
killed Bangabandhu on August
15, 1975 wanted to erase the
true history of the country and
the memory of Bangabandhu
frlum books and hearts of peo-
ple.’

"But their sinister stratagem
failed miserably as the people
of the country heaped disgrace
and scorns on the killers,” he
said.

He said at the beginning of

March 1971, the Pakisian ad-

ministration collapsed in the

then East Pakistan and it was

virtually ruled by the directives

of Bangabandhu.

Referring to the declaration

of the country's independence,
he said it is Bangabandhu who
declared independence soon af-
ter the crackdown on March 25.

‘So there is no confusion re-
garding the declaration of the
country's independence." he
stressed. :

Professor Sayeed said a cer-
tain quarter is hatching con-
spiracy to undermine the
achievement and greatness of
the Bangabandhu in petty party
interest.

"Vested groups are triggering
debate regarding the Banga-
bandhu and his recognition as
the Father of the Nation.," he
said, adding that, "He very
much deserves the recognition
as he liberated the country from
the Pakistani Occupation
Forces and became the Father
of the Bangalees.”

He said late President Ziaur
Rahman, General Ataul Gani
Osmani and others recognised
the Bangabandhu as the Father
of the Nation.

“But unfortunately some po-
litical leaders are now putting a
question mark over his title,"
he said.

Terming it as a deep-rooted
conspiracy against the Banga-
bandhu and his followers, Prof
Sayeed said the conspirators
wanted to destroy the spirit of
the country's War of Liberation
in a number of ways.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury"
urged the BTV authorities to
project the true history to the
next generation to help them
know the real history of
Bangladesh.

"Fifty per cent of the coun-
try's total population has born

alfter 1971, so they are not well-
informed about the pre-libera-

tion history,” he said.
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Discussion on

transit today

By Staft Correspondent

Zia-Khaleda Research Coun-
cil will organise a discussion on
“Transit and Bangladesh Per-
spective' today on the occasion
of the 54th birthday of BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia.

Former Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman will attend the
function to be held at Jatiya
Press Club at 4 pm as chief
guest, said a press release.,

Rob asks employees

Make BFDC a
profitable

CONCCErTl

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: Fish-
eries and Livestock Minister

ASM Abdur Rob today asked
Fisheries Development Corpo-
ration [BFDC) officials: and
employees to make the organi-
sation a profitable concern by
infusing dynamism, efficiency
and far-sightedness into it. re-
ports B5SS. '

He was visiting BFDC Chit-
tagong fish port at Ichanagar on
the opposite bank of the river
Karnaphuli here. BFDC Chair-
.man Shah Alam, Joint Secre-
tary D K Chowdhury were also
present,

The minister said it is not
possible on the part of the gov-
ernment to run a losing concern
for a long time Dy providing
subsidy.

He said people should not
pay for irregularities, ineffi-
ciency and corruption in the
management,

Rob said enterprises like
BFDC would not have turned
into a losing concern if it could
be run properly, efficiently and
skillfully in a planned way.

bongratulations

Frnni CU Cnrfeapundent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: Md
Maksudur Rahman stood first
class first in the combined
merit ‘list of BA examination
held under National University
from Chittagong Govt. City
College'this vear, o AN

He .obtained distinction
marks in English and Arabic, .

Maksud also siood first in
the merit list of Fazil examina-
tion held in '93 and secured 2nd
yosition in the combined merit
ist of Alim examination in '91
under Madrasa Edugation
Board, He also secured 8th place
in the combined merit list of
Kamil examination in "95.

Maksud is the eldest son of

Chittagong.

Safura Akhter, has stood
first class first in combined
merit list of the BCom (Pass)
examination, 1998 under the
National University, says a
press release.

Safura, a student of Mo-~
hammadpur Women's Univer-
sity College wants to study MBA
in luture. She also secured star
marks both SSC and HSC ex-
aminations. !
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From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: Mo-
nowara Begum secured first.
position in BSc and second po-
sition in the combined merit
list of the degree examination
held under the National Uni-
versity from Hathazari College.
Monowara, an orphan girl of
a poor family, had achieved
this success despite severe fi-
nancial crisis and hardship.
She also secured fifth posi-
tion in HSC examination in '95.

Monowara and her elder
sister Hasina Akter, an MBBS
final year student of Dinajpur
Medical College, were struggling
to provide some money for their
6-member family's survival
through private tuitions.
Monowara remained grate-
ful to her teachers and Hathaz-
ari College authority for their
generous help in providing edu-
cational expanses at degree
level.

Monowara, daughter of late
Md Yunus and Morium Khatun,

'I—-

hails from Dewan Nagar of
Hathazari thana in Chittagong.

Sajjada Nashin of Satkania in

by i

..............

DUTIFUL TRAFFIC PO

yesterday.

Big

With

; + : drizzling the whole day and less number of
vehicles moving on city roads, a traffic police performing his duties with utmost sincerity
—star photo

People of Tungipara evaluate
their 'Mozibor' above politics

TUNGIPARA, Gopalganj,
Aug 13: When the world eulo-
ised him as one of the greatest
eaders of the century as histor-
ical course ol politics made him
the founding Father of Bang-
ladesh, people of Tungipara, his

birthplace, evaluate their
"Mozibor" above all politics,
reports BSS.

"Not many people here are
political activists, but 99.99 per
cent of the population of Tungi-
itj:ar:a have Kept a corner of their

eart for Mozibor,"” said octoge-
narian Nurul Haq Gedu Mia, a
childhood playmate of Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

He added "so many people |
have seen in this long life, but
found none of them as great or
as appealing who could be com-
pared with him."

Hag. one of the few peaople
who took part in the burial of
Bangabandhu, could never
think in his childhood days
that his playmate would one
day become the founder of an
independent *nation, but had
seen all the qualities of a great
marn in him,

“He was not born in a politi-
cal family nor did he belong to
the elite society. His only capi-
tal was deep love for men and
the capability to win their heart
al a first sight,” he said, adding
"this was due to blessings on
him of the almighty Allah and
e people aswelio e i

Ahmed Ali Sheikh, 75, an-
other early age friend of Banga-
bandhu, recalled that even after
becoming the head of the state,
he never forgot his fellow wvil-
lagers and old associates due to
his enduring love for them,

"He loved all with a believe
that none will do harm to him.
He breathed his last with this
belief," he added.

Sheikh Shahabuddin, a fel-
low villager said. "Banga-
bandhu was the king without
Crowr.”

"He is great despite his hum-
ble family background. nothing
more is needed to project his
greatness,” he said,

Shahabuddin added, "he was
not born with golden spoon in

his mouth, he earned his posi-
tion with his inborn qualities."

Abdul Jabbar.. 70, recalled
his school boy Bangabandhu's
speeches in the local GT School
Ground, when he used to con-
vene his rallies saying, "Ei
Chhemrara Amar Katha Shono
(hallo boys, listen to me)."

"Not only the spellbound
school boys, elderly villagers
and his teachers used to listen
to him with eagerness," he said.

Ahmed Ali Sheikh was a
neighbour and also Banga-
bandhu's contemporary in age,
recalled how open hearted
Bangabandhu was.

"Even after he became the
1 -HEEH{EIF he

el teerd ey e s s e |

with villagers in his usual
manner. Hallo! How are you-
this was his type," he said.

Sheikh Ashraful Haq is the
only living uncle of Banga-
bandhu who is related with the
leader from his mother's side.

"We used to call him
(Bangabandhu) by his nick
name-Khoka. He was nearly 10
years junior to me,” Haq said
while recollecting the mermo-
ries. _

"From his wvery boyhood,
Khoka was a bit restless, used to
roam around the village like a
“sardar” [leader] extending his
free service to all.”

"Il needed for his yeomen's
service, he used to snatch my
pocket without hesitation car-
ing a little,” a proud uncle, Haq,
said recalling the childhood
days of his great nephew.

Mohammad Yusuf Ali, a
primary school teacher, was a
young man when Bangabandhu
was assassinated 24 years ago.

'l did not have much oppor-
lunity to come to a close prox-
imity of Banpgabandhu like
many others. But still I can vi-
sualise his movements in the
village when all people looked
like liliputs around the man
with a huge figure and personal-

* ity,” he said.

He added: "I have seen how
very common men and women
used to block his way during his
visils to Tungipara, how affec-

ealt wity it

From P

It borrowed another AN-12
from a Cambodian company re-
cently. It still operates cargo
service twice weekly or more,
dﬁpﬂndinﬁ on demand.

Bismillah's effort to make
sorties to the Guif was thwarted
I:?r Indian authorities who de-
clined to permit transports to
unload cargo. _
. -As the Best Aviation is
finding it difficult to get ATOL

J with a leased Boeing 707, it is

now approaching Bismillah for
a merger, the sources said,
Another company, IPSSL,
had started charter services
with a AN-12, carrying shrimp
fries for sometime until May.
But it's licence is not going to be
renewed as it has failed to qual-
ify on a number of counts,

CAAB sources said.
Recently, Air Maximus,
owned by ruling party MP

Ashiqur Rahman, applied for
ATOL for regular cargo service
to Europe and the Far East. It
will run the service with a B-
747 freighter, to be leased from
a Luxembourg company.

But CAAB wants more in-
formation on its proposal as
the company is eyeing
Bangladesh's garments cargo to
North America.

The company has written a
letter to the Civil Aviation min-

istry, seeking an early decision

on its proposal. saying that de-
lay would ‘shy away the con-
tracting party’.

Ashiqur Rahman told The
Daily Star that he is not givin
pressure. He said he is hopefu
of getting clearance as CAAB
has already sent four of its in-
spectors to New York and Lux-
embourg.

The only trouble is about the
lease agreement between the
Fast Air of Luxembourg and the
Tower Air of USA which oper-
ates 18 such aircraft, leased
from the First Security Bank of
New York, he added.

The Korean Air had been
carrying mainly garments to
North America from Dhaka via

Ershad to again
work for Islam

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad yesterday said if he gets
chance he would again work for
the cause of Islam, reports UNB.

The former president was
addressing the ‘'musallis’ at the
Baro Dayera Sharif Mosque at
Azimpur after Zuma prayers.

The former president said
during his tenure, he declared
Friday as weekly holiday and
Islam as the state religion. The
Islamic education had been
made compulsory and the
Dakhil and Aleem were made
equivalent to SSC and HSC, Er-
shad added.

He told the government em-
ployees present there that if
Jatiya Parly regains power,
they would be given retirement

{ allowance equivalent to their

S salary.

queue
age 1

departure of the

- The Baily Star 11

for ATOL

Seoul on a 50-50 partnershi
with Biman. But tﬁe parm:r[!

ship faltered following
crash of

freighter.

The vacuum created by the
Koreans at-
tracted many airlines includin
the Saudia, Emirates an
British Airways and Aeritalia.
But talks with none of those

the
a Korean MD-11

. Produced any result for Biman

so far.

Shamsur Rahman-
takes over CMM
of Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: Mo-
hammad Shamsur Rahman'
Khan took over as Chief!
Metropolitan Magistrate (CMM]) -
of Chittagong yesterday. reports
BSS. ¥ 3

Prior to his new assignment,
Khan was secretary to Bang-
ladesh Agriculture Develop-
ment Corporation (BADC),
Court and Chittagong District.
Bar Association sourres said.

He succeeded A K M Manirul
[slam who was made OSD in the
Ministry of Establishment, the
sources said.

861 held on 113rd
day of combing
operation

A total of 861 persons were
arrested and -11 illegal arms
with 11 bullets and five explo-
sives were seized during the
113rd day of the countrywide
combing operation by Police,
Bangladesh Rifles and Ansar -
yesterday, reports BSS, :

The combing force arrested ,
342 accused [rom across thex
country including four metro-
politan areas and seized the:
arms, ammunition and ex-.
plosives. They alsc arrested 517
wanted accused and two listed |
criminals during the operation. -

Of them, 101 persons includ-
ing 26 warrantees were arrested
from Dhaka Metropolitan area
and seized two illegal weapons
and five explosives, 27 includ-
ing six warrantees from Chit-
tagong Metropolitan area, 10
including two warrantees from
Khulna Metropolitan area with
one weapon and 13 including
seven wanted accused from Ra- |
jshahi Metropolitan area,

A total of 211 persons in-
cluding 152 wanted accused
were arrested from Dhaka
range with one illegal weapon,
162 including 112 wanted por
sons with one weapon and three
bullets from Chittagong range.
168 persons inclu 115 war-
rantees with one weapon and
six bullets from Rajshahi
range. 86 persons including 54
wanted persons with two arms
from Khulna range, 21 includ-
ing 12 warrantees from Barisal
range and 62 including 31
wanted accused from  Sylhet
range. |

Field level test of arsenic

KISHOREGANJ, Aug 13: The
field level test of a low cost and
handy arsenic removing dis-
posable filter, developed re-
cently to supply contamina-
tion-free safe drinking water,
was found successful here to-
day. reports BSS,

The test of the "Arsen: X Fil-
ter” was done with the water of a
hand tube-well of a village of
the sadar thana. which con-.
tains more than 1 and less than
o miligram arsenic per litre,
and after the test it was found
0.0 miligram or undetectable in
the water,

"This new found device will
be a low-cost affordable and
cost-eflective one. 1 believe that
this is the best option consider-
ing its merit," Dr AZM Iftikhar
Hossain, who carried out the
test. said. :

Chief of "Bangladesh Water
For All" Tanzim Ahmed, son of
Bangladesh's first Prime Minis-
ter Tajuddin Abhmed. earlier
placed this sophisticated but
very simple technology devel-
oped by a US company, belore
the LGRD Ministry for remov-
ing arsenic from drinking wa-
ter of thousands of tube-wells
across the country.

The minist which in-
stalled most of the tubewells of
the country, asked Tanzim to
conduct a lield level test of the
filter that became very success-
ful in the laboratory tests.

Deputy Programme Manger
of Emergency Arsenic Contam-
ination Mitigation Project of
lhe Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare Dr AZM
Iftikhar Hossain and his re-
search associate Dr Hasina
Momotaz today conducted the
successful test at Vadrapara vil-
lage of Mahinanda union under
the Sadar thana in presence of
the local UNDF cficials, TNO.

removing filter successful

Union Parishad Chairmen and
a Iarﬁe number of people.

The test kit approved by the
Bangladesh Arsenic Mitigation
and Waler Supply Project and
the Health and Family Welfare

Minisl?f was used in the testing
of the lilter.

Dr ltikhar said that the fil-
ter "Arsen: X" notl only removed
arsenic, it also reduced other
contaminants including fluo-
ride and lead and it can be
safely land-filled or recycled as
non hazardous material.

“100 per cent removal of ar-
seniic from water is accompa-
nied by a unique bonding of ar-
senic into molecular structure
of the 'Arsen: X' and therefore, it
does not disassociate.” he told
BSS.

Tanzitn said the successful

test of this [ilter itself is a bi
news for millions of arsenic af-
lected Bangladesh population,
He said the arsenic problem
directly aflected at least seven

crore population of the country
and added that "we should now

put our energy towards solu-
tion."

SCF demands
reopening
of CU

Samajtanirik Chhatra
Front (SCF} yesterday deman-
ded reopening of Chittagong
University (CU), reports BSS.

The university was closed
sine die on Thursday following
a clash on the campus. '

Chhatra Front also called
upon the students to continue
movement for the introduction
of bus service of the university.

The long
forgotten
sin!

An Islamic group says writ-
ing Rx at the beginning of a
medical prescription is a seri-
ous sin for a Muslim, reports
UNB.

"Babylonian physicians
used to mention the world Rx in
attribution to their god for
treatment,” says Tahfij-e-Hara-
mine Parishad, Bangladesh.

Its president Maolana Sadek
Ahmed Siddiqui in a statement
yesterday said all the allopathic
doctors use the word, and most
of them unaware of the
meaning. '

He called upon all physi-
cians to write the word Bs for
Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim
inn prefix to a prescription and
thus avoid a sin and seek divine
blessing of the Almighty Allah.

Teak worth Tk
12 lakh recovered

in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Aug 13: Offi-
cials of Chittagong Hill Tracts
South Forest Division
(CHTSFD) has recovered about
2.500 cubic feet of costly teak
worth over Taka 12 lakh from
different places of the district
during a forinight till August
11, reports BSS.

The recovery of teak was

made conducting continuous
raids with ihe help of army per-

sonrel.

According to a press release
of CHTSFD issued yesterday, 16
persons were rounded upand 11
trawlers were seized during
number of raids conducted for
the recovery of teak at different
places of Kaptai Lake.

The recovered timbers were
rep::gtﬂdl extracted illegally
from different government-
owned reserved forests, the

| press release said.

Nibedon Sangeet Biddalaya held a musical soiree on rainy season at Kachi Kancha audito-

rium in the city yesterday.

—Star photo

Ctg to turn mnto a mega
city: Mayor

CHITTAGONG, Aug 13: Chit-
lagong City Corporation [CCC)
has undertaken a "master plan"
special emphasis on port-
based infrastructural develop-
ment lor turning into a mega
city to meet the increased needs
of the next millennium.

"The master plan of the city,
which has the principal sea

ort, is aimed at devell;ping it
city) into a focal point of all
economic aclivities and turnin
it mto the commercial capita
of the country,” Mayor of Chit-
tagong City Alhaj ABM Mahi-
uddin Chowdhury told BSS
yesterday in an exclusive in-
terview coinciding the comple-
tion of his [ive-year tenure.

The mayor said the masler
lan has been designed with the
asic objective of developing in-

frastructural facilities of the
Chittagong City as its impor-
tance is growing to the overseas
investors for its geo-strategic
location.

Describing Chittagong as an
economic lifeline of the country
as it provides bulk of the na-
tional revenue, Chowdhury
made a fervent appeal to all to
make integrated development
endeavours for implementing
the master plan over a period of
five to 25 years,

Dwelling on the success and
failure during his five-year
terimn, he said "As an elected
mayor I amm accountable to the
people who voted me to office
and they are the best judges to
evaluate my performance.”

The first elected Mayor of
Chittagong. Mahiuddin
Chowdhury, who took over the
charge of the City Corporation
on March 11, 1994 said from
1994-95 to 1998-99 fiscal years
the City Corporation imple-
mented different development
projects and schemes with a
cost of around Taka 257.59
CTOTE.,

"As the basic objective of my
politics is doing something for
the well-being of the toiling
masses, my attitude towards
dischar%{ing responsibility is
never like a watertight com-
partment,” the Mayor said dur-
ing his long interview at his of-
fice.

Referring to his pre-election
pledges about civic amenities
tor the city dwellers, the mayor
said from the very beginning of
taking charge "l have attached
the highest importance to the
education sector especially to
the spread of female education.”

"With the addition of new 15
schools by the City Corporation
during my tenure, the number
of the schools run by {CCC) now
stands at 36 and seven sec-
ondary schools were upgraded
to colleges including five for the
girls,” he said.

The number of Forkania
Madrassah was increased to
410 from 250, six Kindergarten
Schools incorporating Oxford
quality educational standard

with

were sel up, five night shift
mass education centres were
opened, in addition to the estab-
lishment of another high
school for the members of the
Harijan community and one
computer college having Inter-

net facility during the period,
the Mayor said.

- Turning to various develop-
ment activities in the current
fiscal year the Mayor said a
second diplomatic zone will be
established at Jalalabad and a
garment village on 1,000 acres
of land at Fatehabad. He said a.
project for generating ten
megawatt power has been un-
dertaken at Nasirabad under
private sector initiative. .

A taka 15 crore project for,
the Chaktai Canal, which is the:
sorrow of the people of Chit- |
tagong City, and a Taka 37 crore.

roject for widening the road
rom Alanker Cinema to Naval
Academy have also been sent to
the ministry for approval,
Chowdhury said.

The Mayor said carpeting
work of around 20 roads were
already completed by the as-
phalt plant, with an estimated
cost ol Taka 40.37 crore while a
memorandum of understanding
between the government of the
Netherlands and the City Cor-
poration to establish Solid
Waste Management Plant at
Halishahar was signed in the
first week of the current month.
Experts opined that the plant,
to be built at a cost of around
Taka one hundred crore, could
be able to produce bio-gas and
fertilisers.

Chowdhury said as part of
"my election pledge — a ten sto-
ried press club building at a cost
of Taka four crore has been
completed. A culvert at Sheikh
Mujib Road was const—‘=ad to
remove water stagna i the
city at a cost of Taka 30 crore,
he added.

The Mayor, who is also a
general secretary of the Chit-
tagong city chapter of Awami
League, touched almost all as-
pects of his performance during
the last five years.

The City Corporation area
has been expanded to 120
square miles from 60 square
miles which now resulted in the
increase of the total population
of the City Corporation to seven
lakh.

The Mayor, however. ex-
pressed dismay at a little suc-
cess in combating terrorism
and said a broad based Citizens
Terrorism Resistance Commit-
tee has been constituted with
him as its chairman and a
permanent office was also set
up for the purpose in the Press
Club Bhaban.

The Mayor, who has built up
strong resistance against ter-
rorism and extortion, said as
part of the anti-terrorism mea-
sures Jamal Khan ward has
been designed as a pilot project
in this regard. A



