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Apprehending eviction from

squatter eviction drive.

Gl S
their slum at Agargaon in the city,
under an umbrella at a nearby park yesterday (top) and

a father and his son ':sleep

slum dwellers protest the current

— Star photos by Anisur Rahman and Amran Hossain
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“'Rehabilitate,
then evict
slum people’

By Staff Correspondent

Slum dwellers in the city
yesterday denounced the gov-
ernmernt move to demolish the
slums without taking any steps
for their rehabilitation.

.. They joined a protest rally at
Agargaon, organised by the
newly formed Bustee Uchched
Protirodh Sangrani Commilttee,

Addressing the rally, the
committee leaders vowed to
protect ‘the rights of slum
dwellers and announced an ac-
lion programme for this. The
programme includes a proces-
sion in Lhe city tomorrow and a
Taily at Paltan Maidan on Au-
gust 19.

Some political leaders in-
See Page 12 Col 3

CHITTAGONG, August 13: At
least 10 members of two fami-
lies were killed in a predawn
landslide at Enayetbazar near
the BRTC terminal in the port
city today due to heavy rain,
police and Fire Brigade said.

The victims included three
women and three children. The
dead were identified as Mofizur
Rahman (35);, his wife Sha-
hanaz Aktar (25), daughter
Sumi (1) and brother Billal
Hossain (28). Victims of the
other family are Abdul Mannan
(40), his wife Paki Begum (28),
two sons Md Hasan (12) and Md
Hossain (9], brother Babul Miah
[32) and his 60-year-old
mother. The name of the old
woman could not be knowr.

Mudslide buries 10 in Ctg
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From Staff Correspondent

Police said the sleeping slum
dwellers were trapped to death
when a big chunk of earth of a
hill collapsed on their thatched
houses.

On receipt of information,
police and Fire Brigade person-
nel rushed to the spot this
morning and recovered the bod-
les by removing the earth.

A heart-rending scene was
created there as the victims'
relatives and neighbours wailed
while hundreds of people
thronged from surrounding ar-
eas,; witnesses said.

Over 20 other slum dwellers
were Killed in landslides during
the rainy season last year,
sources said.

Meanwhile. torrential rains

from midnight last night till
about noon today disrupted
normal life in the port city. Met
Office recorded 294 mm rainfall
in the past 24 hours till noon
today.

Most of the low-lying areas
including Chawkbazar, Bahad-
darhat, Bakalia Katalgonj,
Sholakbahar, Chaktai and
Nasirabad were inundated.

Road link between Chit-
tagong and Cox's Bazar re-
mained snapped as rain water
inundated about one kilometer
stretch of the highway at Nol-
bila, official sources said.

Flight operation was sus-
pended at Chittagong interna-
tional airport till noon today
due to incessant rains that

caused water-logging at the ap-
proach of the airport and
around the runway.

A Chittagong-bound airbus
from the Middle East was di-
verted to Dhaka due to in-
clement weather. airport
sources said.

The airbus however returned
from Dhaka and landed at Chit-
tagong airport in the afternoon.
Two other scheduled flights
also were delayed.

Cargo handling at Chit-
tagong port was also hampered
today due to incessant rains,
port sources said.

Most of the eit
stayed indoors an
roads was thin.

dwellers
traffic on

BNP denies
press reports

By Staff Correspondent

Contrary to reports in a sec-
tion of the press, BNP chief Be-
gum HKhaleda Zia did neither
blame India for killing Ziaur
Rahman nor said that her
party. if voted to power, would
scrap all agreements with In-
dia. according to a BNP state-
ment yesterday.

The UNB, a private sector
news agency. reported that ad-
dressing a rally in the city on
Wednesday, "Begum Zia blamed
India for masterminding the
assassination of President Zi-
aur Rahman." The report was
carried by two English language
dailies (not The Daily Star).

Besides, a leading Bangla
daily also quoted the Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
45 saying that India played a

See Page 12 Col 8

Indian reaction
to Khaleda's
reported
rem arks

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, Aug 13: India
today described as 'false and
guiriageous’ recent remarks at-
tributed to former Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 5

Big queue for ATOL

CAAB faces intense pressure ‘to clear the cases’

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity of Bangladesh (CAAB) is un-
der pressure from different pri-
vate airline companies trying
to obtain Air Transport Operat-
in% Licence [ATOL} without ful-
filling all the criteria, CAAB
sources said.

A number of companies have
been lobbying for ATOL, Two of
those — Air Maximus and Best
Aviation — are trying to intro-
duce cargo services,

Air Maximus has obtained
clearance for ‘general mainte-
nance’ but it is yet to get clear-
arce as regards other criteria,

The Best Aviation proposed
10 run services with Boeing 707.
Bul it is vet to get clearance
from CAAB which is the regula-
tory body for operation of air-
lines in the country.

The sources said CAAB is
‘under pressure to clear the
cases’, something it does not

By Shehab Ahmed

like as the agency is trying to
upgrade Bangladesh's rating
wilth the US Federal Aviation
Agency which has downgraded
it to B category. |

Besides, the experience about
the private companies is not
good. Aero Bengal did not pay
its dues although it closed down
its business. The GMG is yet to
clear its dues, a CAAB source
said.

Aero Bengal had trouble
with Kazakhsthan Airlines,
which took away the leased air-
craft, Bismillah Airlines also
had problem with its Russian
coimpany,

Out of more than two dozen
comparnies which applied for
ATOL, only six got the licence.
Three companies started opera-
tion in 1994, carrying passen-
gers and a limited cargo. One of
those started as a cargo char-
terer. Another, run by MAF, an

NGO, operated a small sea plane
for ambulance and emergency
services and the other, Heavy
Lift, started a helicopter service,
mainly catering to the needs of
Occidental oil company, now
taken over by UNOCAL.

Only two of the airlines, Air
Parabat and GMG. are survivin
Now, carrying passengers an
limited cargo. Aero Bengal, the
lirst private airline, ceased op-
eration nearly two years back.

But those who were given
permission to run cargo and
helicopter services ran into
trouble,

Bismillah Airlines, which
started cargo service between
Dhaka and Bangkok with a So-
viel built Antonov-12 aircraft,
spon ran into trouble after the
Russian company took away its
atrcraft following a hitch on
payment.

See page 11 Col 7

— Inside Today

Article

Despise Daugh-
ters, Deter
Development

Page 4

Supplement

‘Independence Day of
Pakistan’

on Page 10

Prayer Timings
August 14

Azan
4-10

Jamaat
4-15

Fajr

Johr 12.50 | 1-25

5-00
Maghrib | 6-55 7-00

Asr 510

| Esha 8.00 8-15

Source: Islamic Foundation

The government has virtu-
ally taken no steps to meet the
ever-increasing demand for
beds, operation theatres, surgi-
cal instruments. autoclave ma-
chines and other vital instru-
ments in the General Surgery
department at the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital. doctors
alleged, i

"We have 2 limited number
of beds but the rush of patients
seeking admission is increas-
ing everyday. In such a situa-
tion, we are compelled to refuse
admission to a large number of
patients requiring immediate
treatment,” said a senior mem-
ber of the surgery squad at the
biggest and busiest hospital in

| the country.

By Naimul Hagq

Almost every hour, at least
three critically injured surgery
Eatients are admitted to the

ospital through its emergency
wing while about 300 'cold cas-
es', on an average, seek admis-
sion through the out patient de-
partment (OPD) everyday.

If any major accident occurs
in the city or nearby districts,
the victims naturally come to
DMCH for treatment. "The en-
tire focus is on DMCH, hence
the load is extremely high. We
can neither refuse to take pa-
lients nor provide them with

roper care,”" said a Medical Of-
icer,

About the workload in the
surgery department, he said,
‘Imagine how many patients we

have to handle at a time. There
are occasions when we have to
carry out operations on three or
four patients at a time, But we _
do not have adequate instru-
ments, medicines and required
devices.”

In reply to a question, the
medical olficer said, "We oper-
ate on the patients as usual in a
hurry. But we cannot really
guarantee if after surgery the
patients would be free from
germs or not."

Asked to explain, he said,
"The surgical instruments are
sterilised only once a day. Dur-
ing the interval between two
operations, the instruments are
simply immersed in hot water
and not sterilised again as per

Surgery suffers at DMCH

- Supply dwindles despite ever-increasing demand for beds and equipment

rules.”

The General Surgery de-
partment has the heaviest rush
of patients in the OPD. Showing
a register, he told this corre-
spondent late Thursday, "Today
we have 195 patients, most of
whom require some degree of
emergency treatment. All the
patients are hoping to be admit-
ted but as per our record, none
can be admitted due to non-
availability of beds."”

Another doctor said, " Even
when beds are vacated, we have
to take difficult decisions about
who is to be admitted and who
is to be refused because there are
so many who need admission.”

He went on, "In view of the

See Page 12 Col 1

for the year 2000.

10-9-99.

DFP-17354-9/8
(G-1492

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Industries
Shilpa Bhaban, 91, Motijheel C/A
Dhaka

Notice
Application for Selection
of CIP (Industries) 2000

Ministry' of Industries invites application
from Chief Executives of Industrial
Enterprises for selection of CIP (Industries)

The intending Chief Executives are to
apply in prescribed proforma, to be
obtained from the undersigned during
office hours from 9.00 AM to 5.00 PM.

Applications in prescribed proforma,
should reach the undersigned on or before

Senior Assistant Secretary

Md Khurshed Alam

(Investment-2)
Phone: 9567370

DCC's dubious drive

City's revenue officials do it their way

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has ‘'mysteriously failed’
lo remove illicit hanging
hoardings belonging to clinics,
private universities, colleges,
community halls and other
business establishments.

The Revenue Department of
the DCC that authorises all
sorts of advertisement hoard-
ings, mega-signs, metal signs
and neon-signs in the city, has
‘mysteriously’ excluded hun-
dreds of these unauthorised
overhead boards from their on-
going ejection drive.

By Morshed Ali Khan

In the latest style of setting
up illegal hoardings, these
business houses have dug up the
trod or road protrusion and
mounted their cache above the
roads. The displays look like
arched gateways, traditionally
built at the access of a Jamindar
estate.

As per DCC record only one
privale university in Dhan-
mondi, out of hundreds in the
cily, sought permission from
the DCC to mark their hoard-
ing. But DCC sources said the
permission to this university

was given wviolating municipal
law,

A DCC source said this type
of overhead hoardings not only
creates a visjion nuisance but
also threatens public safety and
can cause accidents. At places
the hoardings have been sel up
in road turnings!

“The municipality law pro-
hibits any such nuisance. We
cannot understand how this ex-
ception was givenn by the rev-
enue department.” the DCC
source said.

See Page 12 Col 4

Signature campaign on at JU

General Students' Unity
(GSU) of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) has collected about
3.000 signatures of students in
favour of its six-peint demands
including expulsion and cancel-
lation of certificates of the
rapists, killers and extortion-
ists.

The 'signature campaign’
started on Wednesday to gain
support in favour of the GSU
demands and to create pressure
on the university authorities.

Talking to The Daily Star,
GSU leaders said that they
would organise a convention of
eminent citizens from different
walks of life on rape. killing,

By JU Correspondent

extortionn and terrorism that
took place on the campus dur-
ing the last few years leaving a
stigima on the university.

Public inquiry
planned

By JU Correspondent

A Public Inguiry Commis-
sion is likely to be formed to
investigate rapes, Killings, ter-
rorism and extortion on the
Jahangirnagar University
r:am;ﬁus inception.

The proposed Commission

See Page 12 Col 2

GSU will hold rally, bring
out procession, organise anti-
rape and anti-terrorism photo
ex%ihiliﬂn and screening of
films as part of the solidarity
movement.

Meanwhile. teachers and
students slammed the univer-
sity authorities for only filing
case against the rapists ignor-
ing other demands of the stu-
dents.

"Neglecting our main de-
mand of expulsion and cancel-
lation of certificates of all
identified rapists and their
abettors, the authorities have
filed cases only against six ex-

See Page 12 Col 3

Honourable Prime Minister,

uncertainty,
Honourable Prime Minister,

economy of the country.

| Honourable Prime Minister,

rights.
I I Honourable Prime Minister,

Honourable Prime Minister,

I Qazi Faruque Ahmed
Chairperson
Association of Development
Agencies in Bangladesh (ADAB)

==

ADAB, Coalition for the Urban Poor and Grassroots People's Organizations

Appeal

to the Honourable Prime Minister of the Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh

| | to stop slum demolition until all slum dwellers are properly rehabilitated

{§] You were gracious enough to make a pledge after the inhuman demolition of the Bhasantek slum
on 17 February 1997 that no more slum would be deinn[ished‘withuut making pruperl I
arrangements for the rehabilitation of the slum dwellers. It is a matter of deep regret that in
violation of that commitment your government has now expressed a firm determination to
| Idemn]ish all slums in Dhaka. A number of slums have already been bulldozed. rendering about
50,000 poor men, women and children homeless and driving them into a state of utter distress andl I

| I'I"uu are certainly aware that about 30,000,00 people - almost one-third of the population of
Dhaka — are compelled to live in the city slums. They are all uprooted people — pauperized |
through various kinds of exploitation and oppression; river erosion and natural disasters and
I Ideprived of adequate employment opportunity — who have finally taken shelter in the Dhaka

slums. However, despite the subhuman living condition imposed on them, they have never been a
burden on the city. Conversely, they have always made significant contributions to the
development of the country. It is they who serve as labourers in all industries including garment
I hfﬂctﬂries as well as n the transport and construction sectors. They undertake all kinds of labour

including domestic service. If all slums in Dhaka are wiped out today, it will not only rob this
huge population of their livelihoods but also inevitably have a telling effect on the overall

Slum dwellers are being thrown out in the name of containing terrorism and in doing so virtually I
all slum dwellers are being indiscriminately branded as terrorists. Moreover, they are being
| accused of complicity in the trade of drugs and illegal weapons and various other crimes. Hurling
such blanket charges at them amounts to humiliating thé ordinary citizens. This will help the real
terrorists and their godfathers, who hold the slum dwellers hostage in their continued indulgencel
in terrorism and extortion, hide their true colours and cover all their sins. Evicting the innocent
slum dwellers without taking any effective action against the real culprits is completely unjust,
I liIIt::rgiu:.:;;ll and unethical. The way slum dwellers are being evicted by using bulldozers; mastaans |}|
and the police without making the minimum arrangements for their rehabilitation is a gmss'
violation of their fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution, not to mention their human

The government expects the evicted slum dwellers to return to their villages. But everybody
knows that these people took shelter in the city slums after they had lost all their assets and had no
| | option available to them. Where will they seek refuge and find employment when pushed back to
the rural areas? You mentioned in an interview that 90 per cent slums dwellers would like to
return to their villages and they would be rehabilitated in a period of five years. Is it then really
necessary to evict the slum dwellers in such a great hurry and by force?

Il We therefore earnestly request you to reconsider the whole matter and take a more humane view
of it. We request that demolishing slums be immediately stopped and the slum dwellers be
rehabilitated under a comprehensive long-term plan. The measures your government has already
| taken to rehabilitate the evicted residents of the Bhasantek slum have been widely appreciated but
the implementation of a single project like Bhasantek (which is yet to begin) or distribution of
some cash to the slum dwellers is not enough to solve this complex problem.

Nobody wants to live in a slum of her/his own free will. We also want Dhaka city to be free :}fl
slums. This is what even the slum dwellers dream of. But such a dream can come true only when
both rural and urban poverty is effectively reduced and the urban poor are properly rehabilitated.
We therefore put forward only one demand to you — the realization of your previous Eﬂﬂ.’:ﬂ'_ﬂitl:l’ltnt
[that "no slum would be demolished without making proper arrangements for rehahl_htatmn". |
Rehabilitation before demolition, not the other way round and that too in phases. Let this be the
process of making Dhaka a slum-free city.

Md. Shahabuddin
Chairperson

Coalition for the Urban Poor (CLIPY

Grassroots People's Organizations

e

Abdul Khalek Howlader
Convenor

Dhaka City Committee




