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Counterfeit Notes: Step up Alert

disquieting piece of news was frontpaged in this newspa-
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The banks can call the police in when a number of fnaged
ght to be deposited over the counter setting off its
mental alarm bell. An odd person coming with a fake note or
two to change which somehow fell into his hands can hardly
be dubbed as a ‘criminal’. Similarly, if the police should try to
: against someone ‘caught’ with a counterfeit
note, it would amount to harassing
the real culprit goes scot-free. But all of these bits and pieces
ut together by the law-enforcing agencies to trace
the origin of such fake notes and put their manufacturers in

notes are sou

be hard-driving

ought to be
the dock.

Currency forgery is a very serious crime, so much so
that it is equated with acts of economic sabotage and trea-
son. That is why there are unbailable sections of law where-
by this crime can be appropriately dealt with.
that the police are yet to invoke such provisions in most of
the counterfeit note-related cases, As if that was not
enough, they have hardly prayed for remand of the arrested
out any me ul investigation into the sources
of the crime and its network. The

to carry

cies, especially the inte

help. :

ay issue under the title, “Sham notes threaten
the north.” Those in Dhaka who sometimes are
or the other shopkeeper twitching the corner of
presentation of a Tk 500 note would not quite know how men-
acing the circulation of counterfeit money has become in some
thanas of Natore, Rajshahi and Pabna districts. The confi-
dence he now exudes about the genuineness of his note in the
capital city is bound to be shaken by the creepy feeling that
the counterfeit money which is so dreaded in the northern
t easily get into his pocket one
day. Who knows, some of these could have already found
their way into Dhaka or Chittag ‘
[t is obviously the unsuspecting
target hoping
tion. No wonder, the big haats and bazaars of the northern
region are afflicted by a profusion of such notes. And it may
not also be a matter of coincidence that the affected thanas
are along the border belt. But this is only a conjecture that
must not basjcally preclude our responsibility in the matter.
The problem with forged notes is that once they have left
their authors they are on a circulatory swing off their own
dynamics. Therefore, we cannot quite appreciate the percep-
tion of some senior police officers in the northern
suggested that the problem was not yet endermic enough |
them into a big counter-action. On all available indications, it
is the opposite picture we get from the report filed- by our cor-
- respondent from Natore. The big dilemma here is that a carrier
of only a few counterfeit notes who has presented them before
a bank or a trader may look exposed as a swindler, but in
point of fact, he actually is not one. What is perhaps equally
preposterous is that on being spared as a matter of compas-
t well pass it on to others to obviate personal
loss rather than burn it to ashes in a noble gesture of sacri-

ong markets!

lligence network need to be put on
a high alert and gear to spot the fake note racketeers wher-
ever they may be and bring them speedily to justice.

Let the Bangladesh Bank launch an education campaign on
the “security threads' of high denomination notes to warn the
people of the currency-related deceit and fraud that seem to be
on the tise. While-the-audio-visual media ‘should be hamessed
for the purpose, we, in the print media, will be too willing to

eeved by one
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rural folks that the fake
to evade an instant detec-
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to stir

a deceived person while

It is a pity

law-enforcement agen-

nr IME heals all things
except a leaky tap," so
goes a popular saying.
Had it been so, time would have
‘healed' the 'wounds' inflicted by
constant global tensions and
conflicts over bilateral or
multilateral disputes on claims
and counterclaims. Perhaps.
exception proves the rule. Time
stands helpless before ‘a leaky
tap'! In fact, all the trouble sﬁots
around the world have their
own leaky taps that have been
oozing' all the time defying all
attempts to stop the leak.
Security Network: Today we
are literally drowned under
tensions, national and inter-
national, due to conflicts over
this or that. And sometimes a
big or sull::ler power is to take the
lead with its protective um-
brella of a security network to
save the situation from chaos
and confusion. Hence took
place the recent three-day ses-

sion of Asia's premier security

forum, ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) that brought 22 nations
together — 10 from ASEAN
member countries and 12 from
around the world, including
USA, Russia, China, Canada
and Japan, to discuss and take
stock of the deteriorating 'secu-
rity' situation in the Asia Pa-
citic region. The agenda items
included tension across Taiwan
Strait over China's threat to
Taiwan as a renegade province,
and Taiwan's posture of 'inde-
pendent option’ as a state, the
dispute over the Spratly islands
in the South China Sea with six
countries — four ASEAN mem-
ber and two outsiders — each
claiming a part of the islands,
big power relations, particu-
larly in the context of China-
Taiwan tussle, and situation in
the Korean Peninsula, over test-
firing of missile by North Ko-
rea, and last but not the least.

India-Pakistan row over
Kashmir,
Leaky Taps in the Region: It

is true that such periodic or an-
nual sessions of the Foreign
Ministers from ARF s not ex-
pected to lead to any instant
solution to the problems the re-
gion is faced with. At least it fo-

cuses attention on the smoke

and fire, and to be precise, on
the 'leaky taps' in the region. It
thus exposes the extent of the
rising tensions and who is play-
ing what role to escalate and
deescalate the situation. How-
ever, it cannot but white-wash
here the ‘double role' played by
America and other big powers

in such situations, to consoli- -

date their position as the
‘archangels’ of peace. The same
pattern has been observed all
thrnu%h since the 'cold war' pe-
riod; following WW II. down to
the current period running
since the demise of the former
Soviet Union.

Albright's Swan-Song: Co-
hen's Verbal Missiles: While the
US Secretary of State Albright
was presenting at the Singapore
session of the ARF, her swan-
songs about improvenrent in
Sino-US relations. since the

- this h

Rising Tension in Asia-Pacific

by AM M Shahabuddin

Security Network under US
Umbrella being Strengthened

America has now as

the Asia Pacific regi
up her double

sumed a special responsibility for maintainin
on. But to win the hearts of t
standard and must not forget that war-mongers and peace-preachers
cannot sail in the same boat.

e Asian people s

peace and stability in
e will also have to give

bombing (by mistake. they say),
of the Chinese Embassy in Bel-
rade by NATO bombers, US
ecretary of State for Defence
Cohen was on a tour de force ih
Tokyo firing verbal missiles
against North Korea warning
a%ainat any test-firing of mis-
siles. Japan and South Korea, of
course, were in unison in their
joint warning. But somebody
was showing a 'slip' that made
the 'gimmicks' more attractive.
Side by side with sending out
the warning of consequences to
North Korea, South Korea an-
nounced its shopping-list of
some 100 'Popeye’ missiles from
America, costing about 80 mil-
lion US dollars, between 2000
and 2003. These missiles can be
attached to F-16 fighters and B-
92 bombers which had alread
been supplied to it by USA. (It

may be mentioned here that the

same America never supplied F-
16 planes to Pakistan during
the last decade or so, although
advance payment in millions of
dollars were received by them,
on the plea that it might 'dis-

turb' the 'balance of power' in
the subcontinent. What a
hypocrisy!) 1 will come later to
ocritical double stan-
dard policy of the West, particu-
larly America.

Decisions of ARF Meeting:
Now let us see some of the sub-
stantive achievements made b
the Singapore meeting of the
ARF. The most outstanding
achievement of ARF session
has been the pledges made by
the two Asian giants — China
and India — to participate in a
nuclear free zone' in the Asia-
Pacific region, once it is estab-
lished. The meetin also de-
cided, among other things, that
during the next year, the 10
member countries of ASEAN
will look at moving from confi-
dence-building to preventive
diplomacy to deal with disputes
amorg the member countries. A
major 1pl‘iﬂl‘il}" will be formula-
tion of a code of conduct to
manage conflicting territorial
claims over the Spratly islands
in the South China Sea. Besides
four ASEAN countries, China
and Taiwan also claim portions
of the islands. The meetings,
however, by-passed the thorny
issues like the crisis belween
China and Taiwan over Taipei's
recent claim of equal statehood.

Future of Taiwan: China's
Domestic Matter: Chinese For-
eign Minister Tang, however,
warned ‘other nations' of the

possibility of 'armed conflict’, if

they interfere in what, he said,
was a 'domestic matter’. Al-
though Tan% has not mentioned
the name of any cuuntrg, per-
haps for courtesy's sake, but the
obvious reference is to America,
the 'god-father' of Taiwan. The
point is that when America,

alang with Japan and South
Korea, send out a warning of
harsh punishment to North Ko-
rea if it does not refrain from
going ahead with its test-fire of
a missile, a veiled threat also
goes out to China, because
China and North Korea are of
the 'same feather' and naturally
they ‘fly together'. Similarly

where "China threatens of

War and Peace: Big Powers'
Double Role: But the irony of
the situation is that these slo-
gans of 'regional and global

eace and stability’, raised by
EISA and others do not neces-
sarily match with their overt or
covert 'gainful practices' of
adding fuel to the fire, when

they are seen organising huge’

arms sales promotion 'bazaars’
at vantage points in the Middle
East and other places. It is an
open secret that today, America
is the largest arms exporter in
the world. And which country is
the second largest? It is, of all
the countries, that 'sick nation
of Europe’, Russia, whose leader
Boris Yeltsin, who is said to be
more sick than its economy:.
has occupied that prestigious
position of the second largest
exporter of arms in the world.

"America, as the only remaining superpouwer,
1s already established in the region as a po-
liceman to maintain law and order, through
its security network spread over South East
Asia. Where the 'trouble-spots' have already
been earmarked, the security arrangements

agreed upon by Japan and USA in. the

*  seventies, have been further tightened
recently by the defence guidelines approved

by the Japanese Parliament in'view of the

_.____growing security threats in Asia.

-

armed conflict if any country
interferes in its domestic mat-
ter over Taiwan, the obligue
reference is undoubtedly to
America. The Forelgn Minister
of South Korea has already said
that if North Korea does not de-
sist from its test-firing of mis-
sile. then South Korea. "in col-
laboration and cooperation
with USA and Japan, will re-
spond with firmness that
matches the seriousness" of the
missile launch as "a threat to
regional and global peace and
stability”. So the question of
test-fire of a missile by North
Korea is already being focused
as not only a threat to 'regional
peace’. but also to 'global peace
and stability” (A mere repeti-
tign of what has been said.in
US-dapan Defence Pact of the
severlies).

Is Security (jounc'iiAiroiding its

Responsibility in Withdrawing
Sanctions from Iraq ?

HILE Kosove has
continued to steal the
headlines; the wun-

abated US and British air at-
tacks on Iraq's no-fly zones are
being ignored by the world me-
dia. Why? The reason could be
that Iraq has been perceived as
“pariah”™ nation by the West so
long it is governed by President
Saddam Hossain (62). Is the
perception fair? It depends on
whom you speak to on the issue.
The air attacks resulted in
the loss of civilian lives in Irag
and no one appeared to take any
notice of it. The UN sanctions
have crippled Irag economi-
cally and as A result thousands
of innocent children die because
of the scarcity of medicines and
nutritious foods. Why is Iraq
being punished? It is correct
that Iraq should not have
embarked on its rmost
ambitious and unwise gambit to
attack another Muslim country,
Ruwait, in 1990, and the Gulf
War has adequately punished
Iraq for this mis-adventure,

A question in this context
arises: who armed Iraq before
1990, in particular during the
Irag-Iran war? It is an admitted
fact that the US and other west-
€rn countries had supplied
arms and ammunitions to Irag
to defeat the Islamist Iran in
the war which lasted eight years
in 80s. A few analysts believe
that onice the Iran-Iraq war was
over the West found that Ira
had in possession weapons o
mass destruction which would
endanger the security of Israel.
Iraq was perceived by the West -
as a wild card and a spoiler in
the region from’ the military
Eoint ol view. These perceptions

ad clear consequences.

There is a view that Irag has
to be targeted to cripple its mili-
tary and economic power. Gen-
erally speaking, big powers do
nol tolerate the dominance of
one country in the region and
they would ensure that either
‘another country in the region to
acl as a counterbalance to the

eatened dominance or

#‘ﬂ!tar}f might of the dum
country should be curtailed.

A few obServers maintain
that Iraq was misled by the US
Ambassador in Baghdad that
launching an attack on Kuwait
would not involve the US ' in
this part of the world. What ex-
actly transpired between the US
Ambassador and the Iragi lead-
erships would néver be known.
But had the Ambassador cau-
toned Iraq dn time of the point
at which the US would be in-

volved to resist Irag's occupa--. €ntity for the

Er&s}s. If Iraq Was di%mantlec_l.'
the forces | ﬂ{ﬁm
“Wou ‘ﬁa_ve__;gjg_r_g:_ra‘liqﬁ- in

tion of Kuwait, history would
have been different, |
_In the interminable debates

. aware of the ot

Iraq was able to dismantle the

victory for Iragq.

‘by Harun ur Rashid

UNSCOM appears to be a diplomatic
It is not certain how the inspections by the UN will be

carried out. Till the time all the members of the Council agree on a
mechanism to carry out the inspection, it seems grossly unfair that the
sanctions continue against Iraq.

about the causes of Iraq's inva-
sion on Kuwait, it has been as-
serted by some writers that the
dice were weighed in favour of
war because of the disputed oil
fields in Kuwait. Iraq failed to
realise that vast political and
economic forces had created a
geopolitical consensus in which
the West would support the
other oil-rich countries in the
region. While Iraqi leadership
were steering the ship with sure
hands, they apl]_fedred to be un-

er hands on the
wheel.

In the Gulf War, victory was
achieved through a combina-
tion of sophisticated missile
systems and bombs launched
from distant locations. In
short, technological superiority
of the US-led alliances meant
that tth hardly risked any
ground forces for weeks to-
gether. Subsequently, lroops
were deployed to mop up after
Iraqi forces had been devas-
tated. It was a war which has

other neighbouring countries.
However, after the war, crip-
pling sanctions on Iraq was
imposed till the destruction of

weapons of mass destiruction

and the United Nations Special
Commission (UNSCOM) was set
up to monitor and carry out the
inspection and destruction of
the weapons. .

Almost nine years have
passed since the sanctions were
imposed on Irag by the UN.
There is no end of the sanctions
in sight till this date. There is a
view that the sanctions were
slammed on the country to put
the people in extreme hardshi
who in turn would revolt
against the Saddam Hossain's
gﬁvemment, The West expected
that the street protests they
witnessed in Yugoslavia against
President Milosevic after the
end of Kosovo war would occur
in Iraq.. But it did not happen.
In fact, it appears the opposite
has occurred in Iraq. The sanc-

-

hypocritical and political expe-
diency of the US. The sanctions
were viewed through this prism
of double standard by the people
in Iraq and they find them as
grossly unfair and unjust.

The history between Iraqg
and the UNSCOM is well known
in particular of the period when
the latter's Chief Inspector was
Mr. Richard Butler. There was
no love lost between him and
the Iragi leaderships. He was
not diplomatic enough in pur-
suing his duties and Iraq called
him a “mad dog". Iraq perceived
Mr, Butler representing the Uus

interests and not those of the
UN and lost confidence in him -
totally. Mr. Butler's recom-

- mendation of non-compliar.ce

led to the bombing in Irag b
the US-British forces in mid-
December last year, The UN-

SCOM had to withdraw lock.

stock and barrel from Iraq and
has not been able to return
there since that time. |

The five permanent members of the Security Council, who have the
veto-power, are divided on the issue of sanctions, China, Russia and
France are on one side and the US and Britain on the other on the
mechanism of inspection in Iraq. The three powers are inclined to
withdraw the sanctions while the other two object to it. The issue
appears to be almost deadlocked. As a result Iraq continues to suffer
from the sanctions. The UN Secretary General appears to have been

quiet

on his pro-active diplomacy with Iraqi leaderships because of the

deep division among the permanent members of the Council.

become known as remote-con-
trolled warfare. The sarme strat-
- €gy was adopted by NATO in
Kosovo war. _

The Gulf War against Iraq
could have disintegrated the
territorial integrity of Iraq but
it is now reported that Turkey,
Jordan and Saudi Arabia cau-
toned the US leadership not to
dismember Iraq as a political

sake of their in-

tions have united the Iragi
ople and strengthened the
ands of President Saddam

Hossain in the country. - _

Why has this happened in
Iraq? There is a view that the
pro-lsreali policy of the US de-
spite Israel's non-compliance
01 resolutions of Security
Council demonstrates its doti-
ble standard attitude — one pol-
icy for Israel and another for.

-Iraq — in this region. The Iraqgi
people and others in Arab world
-perceive the double standard as |

L TS

..o agency of the UN is ¢
out

The present position is that
£y arrying
€ inspection of weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq. Iragq
claims that the sanctions
should be lifted immediatel

because it had complied wit

the Seguri}% Council resolu-
tions, Iraq further claims that
there was no need of UN inspec-
tors in the country as the UN
msgctﬂrs had completed their
tasks. That the Council did not
withdraw sanctions from Ira
Is seen by Iraq as a politica

vendelta,
The five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council,

* who have the vete-power, are

divided on the issue of sanc-
tions. China, Russia and France
are on one side and the US and
Britain on the other on the
mechanism of inspection in
Irag. The three powers are in-
clined to withdraw the sanc-
tions while the other two object
to it. The issue appears to be
almost deadlocked. As a result
Irag continues to suffer from
the sanctions. The UN Secre-
tary General appears to have
been quiet on ﬁis pro-active
diplomacy with Iraqi leader-
ships because of the deep divi-
sion among the permanent
members of the Council.

In recent times Mr. Butler (at
present attached with the For--
eign Affairs think-tank in the
US] has accused the Secretary-
General of the UN, Kofi Annan
of appeasing Iraqi leadership
and of handing over “the great-
est possible prize: the destruc-
tion of UNSCOM" {o Iraq. He
said that Mr. Annan hired an
ex-CIA agent to spy on UNSCOM
as part of a campaign to under-
mine the inspection team. Mr,

Annan refused to comment on
the allegations ol Mr. Butler.
Mr. Butler has‘also criticised
the role of some of the members
of the Security Council and
warned that to tolerate
breaches of arms-control by
Irag would be a “mortal fail-
ure.” :

But Mr. Butler's commerits
have been dismissed by some of
the members of the Security
Council. Since his contract was
not extended beyond 30 June
this year. Mr. Butler's criti-
cisms are being taken with a

ain of salt as he lost his cred-
ibility and impartiality to some
of the Security Council mem-
bers for his lack of objectivity
and his US -bias. Many believe
that Mr. Butler's comments
were prompted by “ a case of
sour grages.i

The bottomline is: the fact
that Iraq was able to dismantle
the UNSCOM appears to be a
diplomatic victory for Irag, It is
not certain how the inspections
by the UN will be carried out.
Till the time all the members of
the Council agree on a mecha-
nism to carry oul the inspec-
tion, it seems grossly unfair
that the sanctions continue
against Iraq. It is hoped that the
rigid attitude of some of the
members of the Council may be
abandoned for more construc-
Ltive disposition towards Iraq,

The author, a barrister. is

? Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-

sador to the UN, Geneva.

These so-called advocates or
champions of global peace and
security are expert actors in

"blowing hot and cold at the

same breath, playing a double
role of hunting with the hound
and running with the hare.
Look at the current Far Eastern
scenario, in the context of
China-Taiwan relations and
North and South Korea bubbles
and the role being played by
America there. Isn't the picture
blurred a bit?

Birth Defects of Peace: Per-
haps
its birth defects, since it was
born out of violence. Its umbili-
cal cord perhaps still remains
uncut with the merchants of
death-and destruction. It is they
who organised a grand arms

exhibitipn, officially called the

International Defence'Exhibi-

peace still continues with |

tion., in Abu Dhabi, immedi-
ately after the Gulf War partici-
pated by some 350 big arms
dealers from 34 countries, led
by. of course, the champion of
world peace and stability,
America. It was perhaps one of
the largest arms sales interna-
tional "bazaar' which pushed
arms sales to billions of dol-
lars. And most surprisingly,
this shameless arms sales pro-
motion campaign was held at a
time when the then US Presi-
dent George Bush was delivering
his sermon, urging the Mid-
East countries for arms limita-
tion! This exposes the blatant
dishonesty and insincerity
about peace and stability. They
have two faces with two oppo-
site characters — one, Dr Jekyl
and the other, Mr Hyde.
Scare-crow: Keep the Pot
Boiling: This has been the or-
der since the end of WW II, when
the 'bogey’ of international
communism, led by that evil'
regime, the former Soviet
Union, was raised by the West,
led by America, to unite the

‘West against it during the whole

of the post-War 'cold-war' pe

riod. It led to a constant stand-
off between the NATO powers
and the Warsaw Pact countries
till the 'great fall’ of the Soviet
regime in the eighties, It was
then expected that the world
would now be free from any 'evil
germs’ of tensions of the by-
gone days. No, that didn't hap-

pen; perhaps time couldn't heal
the leaky taps. So new bogeys
were raised to keep the war-
mongers and great arms-deal-
ers in their saddles. The pot was
kept- boiling, So after the
demise of the Soviet Union, tHe
bogey of militant Islam was
spread around the world to cre-

ate panic and push the arms

sale up. The Middle East
monarchs were scared to lose
their seat of power to these Is-
lamic militants, the fundamen-
talist Islam preached by Iran
and the new dictator grabbing
others lands, Saddam of Iraq.
Then came the bogeys of re-
ional conflicts, tribal con-

icts, ethnic conflicts, domi-
nation of small countries by
their big neighbours in the
Asian region. So there is no end
to it. It comes and goes like

', ‘bubbles’. Hence the great con-
cern expressed recently by the

ASEAN Regional Forum, about

the rising tensions caused by
the deteriorating China-Tai-
wan relations and the North
and South Korea stand-off, is
nol at all something new. Such
lensions were there and the
tensions will be there. It all de-
pends on the 'stoking the fire' by
someone at the right moment
and at the right place.
UE-Japnnd Def:nsie Ar-
ru%mt and Asjan Security:
We have already seen how such
a situation is being warmed up
in. the .Asia Pacilic region.
America, as the only remaining
sugegpower. is already estab-
lished in the region as a po-
liceman to maintain law and
order, through its security net-
work spread over South East
Asia. Where the ‘trouble-spots'
have already been earmarked,
the security arrangements
agreed upon by Japan and USA
in the seventies. have been fur-
ther tightened recently by the
defence guidelines approved by
the Japanese Parliament in
view ol the growing security
threats in Asia. Some 47.000
US soldiers had been stationed
in the Japanese island of Oki-
nawa in 1972 for use against
any eventuality and troops are
still being maintained, The new
arrangement, as enunciated by
the guideline package, will give
America access to Japanese lo-
gistical expertise and civilian
installations for defence of
Japan and for the first time —
in support of US missions in
the Asia Pacific region. Under
the US-Japan defence treaty,
Japan and USA are 'committed’
to maintain current troops
level in Okinawa ‘'to preserve
regional and global security’. It
may be recalled here that dur-
ing the 1962 Indo-China war
over possession of disputed ter-

_ritory! America came to the
‘help of India, with necessary

war materials and equipment,
including fighter planes. Who
knows that India would not
need such US assistance in a
similar situation in future? In-
dia's well-known " strategist,
Bhabani Seniupta. predicted
sometime back saying, "While
Delhi and Beijing were moving
closer (through diplomatic
channel by establishing new
economic ties), there continues
to be opposition from Indian
strategic experts who claim that
China poses a military threat."
Thus the US security umbrella
is already working in the region
for obvious reasons.

America has now assumed a
special responsibility for main-
laining peace and stability in
the Asia Pacific region. But to
win the hearts of the Asian peo-
Ele she will also have to give up

er double standard and must
not forget that war-mongers
and peace-preachers cannot
sail in the same boat. Only then
will their security network over
Asia meet a tremendous success.
Otherwise, there is every
possibility -of its being ripped
through. _ i

The writer is a retired UN of-
ficial ' '
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Transit to India

Sir, Organised by the Daily Ingilab. a round
table on transit and corridor facilities to India
via Bangladesh was held on 24-7-99, There the
speakers expressed divergent views on the sub-
ject. While some of the speakers pleaded for
extending the facilities to India, others opposed
to it vehemently. It is, however, observed that
no one of the speakers touched the following
points connected with the transit facilities:

1) India has road link with its eastern
Ir;aruvince& In fact there exists a railway track
or last 52 years with Assam and other states
(provinces) of India. India has ample scope to
improve their communication network through
their own land by construction of roads and
other means of communication. It is not under-
stood why Indid wants transit and corridor Jacil-
ity through Bangladesh.

2) India refused transit facility between
Nepal and Bangladesh thrnu%h India. Then
why India wants similar faeilities through
Bangladesh? The so-called globalisation of the
ec?nnmy is for all and not for "big brothers"
only.

' M A Laskar
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Transit to Nepal and Bhutan

Sir, Protest and counter-protest is going on
about giving transit facility to India. But the
fact remains that transit facility to India will
discourage Indian investment in Bangladesh as
the Indian industrialists will find it easier to
transport their goods to seven sister-states
rather than going through the process of set-
ing up industries here and then transport
them to the seven sister-states.

Besides, Bangladeshi entrepreneurs will find
it difficult to sell their products in those states
as earlier conceived and our trade with India
will remain imbalanced for years to come. The
road condition will always remain a problem as
the heavy traffic movement will obviously dam-
age the roads and the expense of maintenance
will outweigh the benefit we receive as duties
and taxes from Indian government.

Earlier, we have seen that the Indian govern-

ment did not allow transit facilities between

Nepal and Bangladesh due to unknown rea-
sons, then how does India want this facility
from us for her seven sister-states? India
should also allow transit facility for us to Nepal
and Bhutan.

GMF Abdur Rnl:;
DOHS, Mohakhali
Dhaka

Mishandling in JU

Sir, The recent mishandling in one of our
prestigious higher education seats has given a
serious blow to our national morale. it has
painfully revealed the ugly faces of our highly
esteemed intelligentsia as well as the ethical
bankruptcy of our ruling party. |

Frequent use of adjectives like "rapist” and
‘killer" to denote the quarreling factions of rul-
ing Awami League's student front has really
tarnished our feeble image in the international
arena. Nothing in this regard is going on the
right waﬁ

Can this ill-fated nation expect from our ever

| antagonistic and apparently very strong op-

position a positive role in redressing this par-
ﬁ

T s

ticular wound?

Hossain Chowdhury
119-120 Motijheel C/A
Dhaka-1000

A cautionary signal!

Sir, There is a well known truck stop in
Dhaka city at Tejgaon area. Ten years back, it
was adjacent to the Tejgaon railway station and
beside the CSD (government foodgrain store).
Nowadays, the number of trucks have
increased at this stand and a good number of
lorries /trailers have also been registered.

The boundary of this terminal is expanding
very fast towards the industrial area. Is this

ansion legal? If not, then it should not be
allowed to use public area for a truck stop
rather should arrange a vacant place for this

purpose.

Satrasta,. the gate of this area where seven
roads have crossed a point has already been
captured by trucks. Throughout the way one
might find trucks parked on roads around the
crossing causing enormous problems to the
pedestrians. Other adjacent roads in the area
are also flooded with trucks, lorries and trail-
ers. [t is observed that the main road from
Satrasta to Mohakhali is also turning into a
truck terminal. Every evening one can observe
a number of trucks loading and unloading
goods on the road. ' :

Both sides of all the roads from Satrasta to
Tejgaon railway crossing have also been il-
legally occupied by transport companies, One
will not find any footpath there. The gov-
ernment-made footpaths have turned into a
number of private transport companies; tyre
repairing shops and are being used for other
businesses purposes. The NAarrow . space re-
maining for rickshaws and other vehicles
always remains jammed due to trucks.

It is time to evacuate this place to its former
one. Otherwise the day is not far away when a
public area will be lost to a truck stand.

Syed Tariqul Islam
- Dhaka

Problems of BAI

Sir, The Bangladesh Agricultural Institute.
situated at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka, estab-
lished in 1938 is the oldest agricultural educa-
tonal institute providing 4 years Honours de-
gree titled BSc Ag. However, at present it is
beset with manifold problems such as short-
age of teachers, classrooms, books in library
and accommodation of the students hampering
the academic activities of about 1200 students,

Previously, when every year not more than
100 students were allowed to get admitted,
there was no problem. But from 1996 this
number was raised to 185 without increasing
any academic and infrastructural facilities. For
this, the institution has become a problem-rid-
den one. Specially departments of Crop Botany,
Plant Pathology and Animal Husbandry are
suffering severely due to teacher shortage.
Animal Husbandry department is being run by
only one assistant professor. It is time the
authorities concerned should look into the
matter.

Abu Hanif Tipu
Final Year, BAI
Dhaka-1207
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