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Basler in
two minds

COLOGNE, Germany, Aug 11:

Bayern Munich winger Mario

Basler is still undecided about

whether to stay at the Bun-
desliga side after his contract

runs out in June 2000, reports
AFP.

"It's not about money ... |

want to know what the overall
plan is," Basler said on Tues-
day.

Bayern have reportedly of-
fered Basler a two-year exten-

sion with a salary of 4.5 mil-

lion marks (2.48 million dal-

lars) a year. .
The 30-year-old has said he

will decide in the next few davs

whether to stay or not, a self-
imposed deadline so that both
sides know where they stand he-
fore the 1999-2000 Bundesliga
season kicks off at the weekend.

Last season Basler made

constant references about want-

ing to leave and play for Oito
Rehhagel at Kaiserslautern, the
coach who discovered him
when they were both at Werder
Bremen.

Huber, Williams

advance

MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali-
fornia; Aug 11: Anke Huber's
experience overcame enthusias-
tic but error-prone Alexandra
Stevenson 6-4, 6-4 night in the
first round of the Acura Classic,
reports AP.

“‘I'm still learning.” said
Stevenson, who played her first
US tournament since reaching
the semifinals at Wimbledon. "1
need to learn how to not go for
the great shots, just go for the
g shots and then go for the
great shots."

Stevensorn, an 18-year-old
from San Diego, was the clear
favourite of the Manhattan
Country Club crowd on a chilly
Tuesday night.

When Huber duuhle-faulted-

on her first match point. the
crowd cheered and Stevenson
raised her arms to encourage
more noise, then danced
around.

Huber broke Stevenson once
in each set, including at love in
the third game of the second set.

"It was very difficult to find
the rhythm because she played
one good shot and three some-
where,” Huber said. "She defi-
nitely hits the ball hard. Oth-
erwise, she has to keep the ball
in play a little bit more. She
makes a lot of mistakes, She's
very young and she can for sure
improve."

Sixth-seeded Serena
Williams, playing her first
tournament in two months,
struggled to get by Elena
Likhovtseva of Russia 4-6, 6-3,
B6-1.

Williams hadn't played a
tournament since the French
Open. She skipped Wimbledon
with the flu, then played Feder-
ation Cup.. ;

'l was a little. rgsfless," 'E'l_.
: "I missed |
being out there playing and

said of her long bre
competing. People were
me in the rankings.”

Playing under the watchiul
eyes of her sister, Venus, and
her father, Williams committed
four consecutive errors to lose
the first set. ' :

It would be nearly two hours
belore Likhoviseva double-
faulted, netted a backhand and
double-faulted again to set up
match ‘point. Williams won
when Likhovtseva's forehand
landed wide.

In other matches, No 7 Bar-
bara Schett of Austria beat Ines
Gorrochate
6-2, while

passing

Morariu.

Morariu, a 21-year-old from’

Boca Raton, Florida, teamed
with Lindsay Davenport to win
the doubles title at Wimbledon.
They have since added titles at
Stanford and San Diego.

Meanwhile, ' qualifier Lisa
Raymond celebrated her 26th
birthday by eliminating Wim-
bledon semifinalist Mirjana
Lucic of Croatia, 6-3, 6-1:
Ruxandra Dragomir of Roma-
nia rallied to beat Anne Kremer
of Luxembourg, 2-6, 7-6 (10-8).
6-2; Patty Schnyder of Switzer-
land beat M Serna of Spain,
6-3, 6-4; and Natasha Zvereva
of Belarus outlasted Irina Spir-
lea of Romania, 6-4. 6-7 (7-4).

Dokic training
without coach

SYDNEY. Aug 11: Australian
teen star Jelena Dokic will
complete ‘her US Open tennis

reparations without a coach,
er manﬁment said Tuesday,

reports

Dokic, 16, who knocked
world No.1 Martina Hingis out
of this year's Wimbledon, has
parted company with her for-
mer mentor, Australia’'s Feder-
ation Cup tennis coach Lesley
Bowrey, and is in no hurry to
find a replacement, said man-
agement group Advantage In-
ternational. . '

Advantage International
spokesman John McCurdy said
Tuesday his organisation ar-

ranged for British tour player:

Andrew Richardson to be Do-
kic's official hitting partner
during her memorable run at
Wimbledon, but that the Aus-
tralian No.1 had decided to go
alone for the time being.

"She’s happy witjg her situa-
tion at the moment and is doing
her own thing," McCurdy said,

"She's had a few opportuni-
ties presented to her (but) it's a
matter of finding a situation
she's comfortable with. We're
not rushing into anything.

“Dokic probably doesn't need
someorne as much as the next
person because she's so highly
self-motivated, but obviously
coaching is important at a

young age."
Dokic, who soared to a ca-

reer-high world No.39 rankln%.

following her quarter-fina
heroics at last month's Wim-
bledon, has left to play in next
week's du Maurier: Open in
Toronto, Canada.

of Argentina 6-3,
0 8 Sandrine Testud
of France was upset 6-1, 6-3 by
doubles specialist Corina

.Tuesday

o

South African bid
chairman Irvin
Khoza called on
the Confedefation
. of African Foo-

thall (CAF) on Wednesday to
stop sitling on the fence ahead
of the decision on which
country should host the 2006
World Cup linals, reports AFP;.

Buoyed by what they believe
was a successful bid presenta-
tion to world governing body
FIFA in Zurich earlier this
week, the South African bid
team hopes the CAF will soon
make a decision on which
African bid it supports. ,

South Africa and Morocco
are bidding against Germany,
England and Brazil for the right
to host the 2006 event, but the
CAF has yet to decide which of
the two African contenders it
will officially throw its weight
behind.

Khoza said Wednesday that a
decision by CAF would be wel-
comed by both the South
Alricans - who are currently the
[avourites to host the event -
and outsiders Morocco.

"We believe that it would be

in the interests of both African
bidders if the CAF were to make
its decision as soon as possible,”
Khoza said.

"The matter is with the CAF,
it is up to them who they choose
to support, but it would {:e in ev-
eryone's interest for them to
make their decision known."

If CAF decides in favour of
South Africa, it is believed Mo-
rocco could abort its bid and
support the South African ef-
fort. |

The CAF executive is due to
meet in September but has not
given any deadline for its deci-

World Cup 2006

outh Africa seek CAF’s view

g4l PARIS, Aug 11: sion. FIFA will decide on the

host country in July next year.

Danny dJordaan, South
Africa 2006 bid committee chief
executive officer, told a press
conference here that he sees
Germany and England as still
South Alrica's biggest rivals af-
ter all five countries made their
official presentations .in
Zurich.,

‘In my view, Germany and
England are very strong con-
tenders and we respect their
bids," Jordaan said. "That said,
we still believe that we have met
every single requirement that
FIFA has - and if that is the case
then the World Cup should come
‘to Africa.”

No African nation has ever
hosted the World Cup, while
Brazil was World Cup host in
1950, England in 1966 and
Germany in 1974.

Jordaan said South Africa

was relying on the strength of

its own bid - for which 11 of the
13 stadiums are already up arid
running - rather than the
weaknesses of its rivals.

"We have to win this on our
own strengths," he-said. "We are
not interested in the strengths
or otherwise of the other bids.”

' Jordaan said Brazil's so far
low-key bid remained some-
thing of a mystery. '

I'm #ot.geally in a position to
cornigent on their bid, but they
do have“a very special football
pedigree,” he said.

y oza saild South Africa did
not want to be awarded the
World Cup for political ‘or sen-
limental reasons - but because
it has the stadiums, transport
infrastructure and technology
in place,

.+ We want to win on ability -

VE've seen less of Brazil. so

not on emotion,” .heé said.
"Africa deserves its chance - the

charnice to create its own memo-
ries."

Former South African star

Kaizer Motaung, who played for
the Atlanta Chiefs in the United
States before forming his own
club Kaizer Chiefs, said while
he had not been able to play in a
World Cup during the apartheid
era, he hoped his modernscoun-
terparts would have the chance
to host the tournament.

“"While 1 may not have
achieved my dreams; [ want to:
help the current generation
achieye theirs,” he said. "FIFA

can contribute to a frame-.

brﬂakin¥ change in a region
that will offer a maximum re-
turn on investment.”

Jordaan said the homework
the South Africans have done
means "there is no risk to FIFA"
should his team's bid be suc-
cessful,

The South Africans have
committed 10 percent of their
operations budget to ensuring
the safety and security of visi-
tors to a country that has high
crime figures,

They say that hosting the
World Cup would be worth 2.7
billion dollars to the South
African GDP and create 129.000
employment opportunities.

The Ellis Park Stadium,

_which successfully hosted the

1995 World Cup rugby final, is
one of the centrepieces of the
South African bid,

There have been suggestions
in South Africa that football
could take over running the
stadium if the South African
Rugby Union decides to build-a
new lacility outside Johannes-
burg.

Germany’s 2006 Wnrld Cup bidding committee head football legend. Franz Beckenbauer(R)

handing over their bid to FIFA chief Joseph Blatter at Zurich on August 10. —AFP photo

Courier, Chang cruise

CINCINNATE, Ohio,
Aug 11: American
lennis icons
Michael Chang
and Jim’ Courier

— claimed straight-
[orward wins into the second
round of the 2.45 million-dol-
lar ATP Championships Tues-
day, reports AF%

Each member of the un-
seeded pair earned straight-set
victories at the Mercedes Super
Nine. Both are contining the
uphill fight to rise back towards
their former levels in the game.

Chang, the teenaged French
Open cham]fiun of a decade ago
who has slid long and hard

‘from the world number two

spot, ousted Cincinnati debu-
g—lilt Marat Safin of Russia 6-3

Former world number one
Courler. a double champion at
the French and Australian

*

now than it was in past years,
he said. "I know this is a period
of time that I realy need to fight
through.

"I teel like there is a certain
amount of determination.”

In preparation for the night-
time opener for world number
one Pete Sampras against Hol-
land's Jan Siemerink, three
seeds led by number nine Todd
Martin reached the second
round.

The American Davis Cup
player stopped Ramon Delgado
of Paraguay 6-4, 5-7, 6-2. Ger-
manys number 12 Nicolas
Kiefer ousted Frenchman Se-
bastien Grosjean 7-5, 6-3 and

‘Spaniard Albert Costa, the No.
14, beat flamboyant Australian
Andrew llie 6-4, 3-6, 6-2.

Thomas Johansson's joy at
winning the Canadian Open ti-

tle two days ago turned to gloom

Opens earlier in the decade, - '~

took his eighth victory against
Goran Ivanisevic. currently
struggling with his own form
and totally disillusioned with
his play in 1999,

Courier's 12th ap ance at
the event began with his sixth
victory against three-time
Wimbledon finalist Ivanisevic
without the loss of a set.

"l like playing unpredictable
players,” said the 28-year-old
American winner, 39th in the

-world. "In the worst case sce-

nario, they may play badly and
give you some {ree points.

"It's always a challenge play-
ing Goran. He's not at the top of
his game, but I'm glad 1 got
through. That's what you want
in a first round."” .

“Chang is also fighting hard

through a comeback and now
stands 58th on the ATP Tour
list. The American won the
Cincinnati title in 1993 and
1994, but his ranking is the
lowest since he came here as a

teenager 11 years ago.

A year or more on injuries
have driven Chang down in the
rankings, but he continues to
keep the faith.

"My desire now is stronger

Delfino dies

TURIN, Italy, Aug 11: For-
mer Olympic fencing champion
Giuseppe Delfino of Italy has
died after suffering a heart at-
tack, his doctors said Wednes-
day. He was 79, reports AFP.

Delfino,. who won four
Olympic gold medals in the
epee; died late
in Palazzo Canavese,
outside Turin.

He also won six world titles

| during his career.

Tuesday as the 16ith seed was
forced to quit trailing in his
first-round match.

German Rainer Schuttler
profitted 6-4, 3-4 when a groin
strain which had bothered the
seed in Montreal flared in the
second set, forcing him out.

Swede Jonas Bjorkman

ained some self-confidence as

e beat Romanian Andrei Pavel
6-4. 7-5. American Jan-Michael
Gambill eliminated Holland's
Sjeng Schalken 4-6, 6-3. 6-4;
compatriot Chris Woodruff
knocked out South African
Wayne Ferreira 6-3, 6-4.

Sampras, a two-time
Cincinnati champion, brings a
17-match winni streak into
this event. The top seed has not
been beaten since the second
round i Paris, when he went

out in the French Open to even- |
' tual finalist Andrei Medvedev,

in Fergie’s
dreams

LONDON, Aug 11: Manch-
ester United man%‘ger Sir Alex
Ferguson on Tuesday admitted
he would love to buy Brazilian
star Rivaldo but insisted he had
not made any move for the
Barcelona star.

Ferguson called the mid-
fielder "one of the best players
in the world”, but the fee and his
waﬁes would be prohibitive -
and Barcelona are refusing to
contemplate selling him.-

"Of course I would love to buy
him, that's absolutely accurate.”
Ferguson told BBC radio. "But
there has not been any contact
between us and Barcelona.

"We would love to have the
best players in the world, and
players like Rivaldo are the best
players in the world, there's no
question about that,"

Barcelona president Josep
Luis Nunez ruled out any chance
of selling the Brazilian.

He said: "He's untouchable.
We're not even considering lis-
tening to any offers."

Ferguson also revealed skip-
per Roy Keane will tell him on
Friday whether he accepts
United's final offer of a new
contract.

"Roy’s going to be speaking to
me on Friday | believe,” said the
United manager. "I spoke to his
solicitor yesterday and he said
Roy will be giving his decision
a1 ?ﬁy --and-d-hopesit's
anet [ LR % 4
| ¥Bht I trust -him: he's 'a
siraightforward lad and he wi
get it right.” .

Bahrain promised
cold welcome

CANBERRA, Aug 11: Aus-
iralian coach Les ‘Scheinflug
has ensured Bahrain will re-.
ceive a frosty reception when
the sides meet in an Under 17

a-goods

World Cup football qualifier

here on Saturday night.

Scheinflug believes playing
the first leg of the tie at night,
when the temperature is likel
to be around freezing point, will
give Australia a big advantage.

"That's why we brought them
here, because it's nice and cold
in Canberra," he said.

"It's a culture shock for them
I'm sure but it will be the same
for us when we go over there
when it will be between 36 and
38 Celsius.”

Australia are looking for a
clear victory to take to the re-
turn leg in Bahrain,

At stake is the final place in
November's Under 17 World Cup
finals in New Zealand.

Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, on
contract with English Premier
League club Leeds United, is one
of three overseas-based players

-in the Australian squad, alon
with Steve Laurie {(West Ham
and Joe Di Lorio (Werder Bre-

men).

e,
-

e .

ATP Championships encounter

“Jini Coviier of the USA playing a. foreliand dsainst Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic during their
at Cincinnati, Ohio on August 10. Courier won 7-6, 6-2.

) ... — AFP photo

~four rivals -

BRAZILIANS MEAN BUSINESS: The starstudded Brazilian biddin
Dunga, President of the Brazilian Football Association
World Cup to FIFA President Sepp Blatter at Zurich

" Rivaldoonly |

g committee of (L-R) Ronaldo, Carlos Alberto,
(CBF) Ricardo Teixeira and Zico presents their bid for the 2006
on August 10.

— AFP photo

World Cup 2006

Brazil turn it on

ZURICH, Switzer-
land, Aug 11:
Brazil flew in two-
time FIFA Plaver
of the Year Ro-
naldo * here on

Tuesday to kick-start their

floundering campaign to host
the 2006 World Cup, reports
AFP,

The 23-year-old Inter Milan
superstar had not been down on
the original list presented to
FIFA but a last-minute switch
saw him fly in from Italy.

Brazil's campaign has been
severely lagging behind their
outh Africa, Ger-

many, England and Morocco,
but FIFA insiders say Brazil are
now posed to launch a 10-
month blitz up to next July's
vote on who hosts the 2006
World Cup.

Brazil's bid has been ham-
'pered by the opposition from
Brazillan sports minister and
football legend Pele, .

_ Pele has made no secret that
he believes the money spend brf’
inging, the .world's

br
parting event to Bruzil would
At

ettersspend on

.iggeatf-
sobidl fro- ¢

grammes in the economically-
strapped South American coun-
try.

Supporting Ronaldo was the
Brazilian captain in the 1998
World Czt%nunga. 1970 captain
Carlos erto and the 1? ayer
nicknamed the 'White Pele’ -
Zico. All three dismissed Pele's
objections. :

"We don't have to have Pele
to win the World Cup," said
Zico. ;

“"What we need is the support
of the members of the FIFA ex-
ecutive comittee who are vot-
ing,” added Ricardo Teixerlia,
president of the Brazilian Foot-
ball Federaticn and a FIFA ex-
ective committee member

FIFA insiders believe that
Brazil could pose a serious
threat to the three early
favourites - South Africa, Ger-
many and England.

Brazil's campaign has been
helped by the surprise decision
taken by the FIFA executive
commitiee in Lost Angeles lasl
month to set back the 2006 de-

ision from May to July.
-“dJere is no doubf the only
bidding country helned hy that

“decision was Brazil_ Their cam:

paign has hardly got off the
ground but those two extra
months will allow them to visit
every confederation to try and
swing the vote their way,” said
one insider involved in the
2006 campaign.

England, South Africa and
Morocco officially presented
their bids on Monday, while
Brazil and Germany, who had
asked FIFA to be allowed to be
last. put forward their cases on
Tuesday. ¥

The battle for 2006 will be
the most contested campaign in
World Cup history.

South Africa are hoping to
convince the 24-strong FIFA
executive committee to carve
themselves a niche in history

by giving the African continent
their first-ever World Cup

But bidding sources say the
outcome will be decided by
commercial interests.

“Football is big business and
social causes do not come hi
up the list,” admitted a top offi-
cial with one of the bidding
countries. oo MR

claims the Enlish

Premiership club has grown

lo a corporate monster since
becoming a public limited
company, reports AFP,

In his new autobiography,
Managing My Life. the United
boss claims he has been repeat-
edly frustrated in his dealings
with the ple throughout the
1990s and but for the board's
rigid salary ceiling the Treble
winners could have been a force
in Europe much sooner.

He insists the board's atti-
tude towards money blocked his
plans to sign such players as
Ronaldo, Marcel Desailly and
Gabriel Batistuta.

Ferguson claims United's
money men are more interestecd
in the shareholders than sup-
porters.

In the book he longs for the
days before the club's flotation:
when the dealings with chair-
man Martin Edwards were!
more informal.

"In the days before the club
grew into the corporale monster
it is now, chats with the chair-

man were an enjoyable feature -

of my routine,” he said.

1 appreciate lite at United
has changed drastically since
the advent of the plc and that
Mgrtin Edwards has a difficult
job,

“The new set-up has sadly

reduced communications he-

MANCHESTER, tween us. The world of the plc
England, Aug 11: can be very frustrating for me,

Manchester Un- ‘I understand that the inter-
ited manager Sir ests of shareholders have to be
Alex Ferguson carefully considered, especially

those of the institutions that
have invested heavily in the
club.

"But what about the 55,000
supporters who turn out at ev-
ery home match? They investl
emotion and loyalty and some
of them spend all their spare
casgl following us all over the

obe.

SIR ALEX FERGUSON

orate monster’!

“Without a successful team
the stadium may not be filled
automatically and the revenues
from merchandising and the
restaurants may take a dive.,

"In any case 1 think the fi-
nancial investors have had
plenty from the gravy train."

Ferguson claims the board's
tight grip on the club's purse
strings held the club back.

‘1 have to operate within the
parameters set out by the plc
and it can be a wearying strug-
gle," he said.

"I have been severely handi-
capped by the club’s insistence
unpa wage ceiling at Old Traf-

ford. |
"In recent years, | have been

keen to sign Ronaldo, Gabriel
Batistuta and Marcel Desailly,
but my hands were tied because
Manchester United's policy on
salaries gave me no chance of
providing the financial pack-
ages required to secure those
great players’ contracts.

"1 think the restrictions ap-
lied to wages preventec us
rom being the power in Euro-
ean fugﬁ::a}l that we could
ave been In the nineties.”

In a comment which zpplies
to Roy Keane., who is muflin&
over the club's final contract of-
fer, Ferguson says the bast play-
ers at Old Tralford should be

paid the top wages,

United fans backed Fel,rgu‘
son's attack on the club's plc
structure. ;
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