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Indo-Pak
Sour Again

ARELY a month has passed since the defusion

of Kargil-centred tensions between India and
Pakistan, their usually distrustful relations have
touched a new low raking up fresh fears of a wider
military conflict. The sharp deterioration in the
bilateral ambience has been caused after India
shot down a Pakistani marine patrol aircraft on

Tuesday alleging that it had violated Indian’

airspace over the state of Gujrat. Pakistan, infuri-
atedp over the loss of sixteen naval personnel who
were on board, says that the patrol aircraft was at-
tacked durin%ea training mission and that its
wreckage has been found two kilometres within its
borders. India counters this argument in terms of
basics saying that it was a Pakistani 'maritime re-
‘connaissance and anti-submarine aircraft' intrud-

ing into Indian airspace and purportedly provok-

‘ing missile attack from Indian MiG fighters.

On the basis of details furnished by both sides —
Pakistan saying that it was a non-combatant air-
craft and India maintaining that it was not so and,
was, besides, on a hostile mission — the onus logi-
cally lies on India to prove her contention. More
so, it would seem, because India contends that the
plane was shot down well within its territory,
which should enable her to find out if the aircraft
was indeed carrying any objectionable cargo point-
ing the finger at its being on a hostile mission. In-
dia's downing of the aircraft seemed avoidable; be-
cause it defies normal understanding as to how a
single Pakistani aircraft, if located within the In-
dian airspace, could dare to be hostile against the
challenging Indian MIG fighters. Furthermore, if
the aircraft had 'previously violated Indian
airspace on eight separate occasions' what steps,
one would like to know, had India taken during
those incidents to stave off any further occurrence
of the same?

India to our mind, emerges tri
this latest incident; and it cannot
that if India caught Pakistan on the wrong foot in
Kargil, Pakistan has reasons now to catch India on
the wrong foot about the downing of her plane. Is
the BJP-led minorify government in India trying
to flaunt a tough image to the Indian public before
the elections which otherwise have put off the
process of bilateral talks anyway? Pakistan, on
the other hand, needs to take guard on the hawks
in the army who might have been instrumental in
enacting a Kargil in May. We are concerned. We
want peace in South Asia.

Slums are People

THE ongoing eviction drive, according to the
home ministry, is based on the assumption that
demolition of slums would arrest the alarming rise
of criminal activities and facilitate the city devel-
opment projects. However, the government seems
to have ignored the very fact that it is dealing with
slums that mean people, not piles of garbage. The
way it has gone about the task of eviction amounts
to gross violation of the fundamental rights of a
large body of people. Indeed, the prime minister's
romise for a massive rehabilitation programme
for the slum-dwellers speaks of noble intention on
the part of her administration. But is her govern-
ment not putting the cart before the horse? Should
there not have

tion plan in place to avert the ruthless demolition
work that has got underway now? Besides, does her
government really believe the solution to a demo-

raphic challenge of such a magnitude lies in

uilding a few thousand low-cost houses in the ru-
ral areas? That rural-urban migration is essen-
tially sparked off by economic, not housing, con-
siderations appears to have evaded their attention.
Unless and until there is sustained economic activ-
ities in the rural areas, influx of rural immigrants
would continue, and that requires a broad-bas:d
national policy. not a é;ujck- solution.

The administration does not seem to have taken
into cognisance the possible after-effects of such
an ad-iioc action. True, slum-based criminal activ-
ities have been on the up and the killing of a con-
stable inside the Gopibagh police camp
poignant indicator to that effect. But, does that
make the entire slum population an anti-social
lot? Had law and order been the primary consider-
ation, would the government have not done better
job by rounding up miscreants instead of con-
demning the slum-dwellers en masse to a life of
uncertainty? Moreover, by dispersing them, is it
not exposing the residents of the capital to crimi-
nal activities? Besides, it must realise that reloca-
tion, not eviction, of the hapless lot should be part
of any city development project.

‘When the city does not have adequate low-cost
housing facilities for even the small-income ser-
vice providers like the menials, rickshaw-pullers,
vendors and others, the eviction drive could at best
be called a precipitous action on the government’s

art. We can only expect it to do a better job in re-
abilitating the thrown-out thousands to make
amends for poor planning and execution in the

first place.
Postal Unrest

er-happy from
e exaggerated

POSTAL services have stopped in the rural areas

as 20,000 Extra Department employees and
those of sub and branctl:ﬂ?ost offices struck work
from Sunday last. The strike has been called by the
Postal Employees' Council to realise their de-
mands which include national pay scales for them
and reinstatement of their leader who has been al-
Iegedgl implicated in a 'false case'. Only the other
day this paper wrote about the importance of
postal services in a country like Bangladesh where
the bulk of the population live in villages out of
'reach of the modern IT technology. We also wrote
about igrruving conditions of the employees of
the postal services. For quite some time we have
‘had no problems from this important but low-pro-
file public service sector. This news of strike by

Extra Department employees is a clear sign of dis-
turbance. On the face of it, their demandlgnseem to

‘be reasonable because these employees have been
suffering from discrimination since the. British
rule. It is rather strange that even after half-a-cen-
tury of self-rule the problems keep staring in the
face of the authority. The Extra Department em-
ployees may not possess the educational back-
ground :f thedrest réur the sub-
as experienced or educated as the regular emplov-
ees, but the discrepancy in the pay sggles hetil:rcgn
';h?_lm is there and it calls for immediate rationali-
ation.
. We would, therefore, urge the authorities to solve
- the problem without delay and also request the
PEC to withdraw their work stoppage in the greater
terest of the suffering public. S5

een a comprehensive rehabilita-

st.office staff are’
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Transhipment of Indian G?ods Through Bangladesh

HE recent decision of the
I Awami League
government grantin

facilities of transhipment o

Indian goods from one point of
India to another point over the
territory of Bangladesh has
been condemned by a large
section of the people as an anti-
national policy. It has been re-
jected outright by the BNP and
other opposition political par-
ties as an action fraught with
grave danger to the political
and economic security of
Bangl
clear sell-out of Bangladesh’'s
national interests and secures
for it little in return.

The concession stipulates
that Indian cargo can be
brought in sealed containers to
a point on Bangladesh border
and from there transhipped by
Bangladeshi trucks to another

int at the other end of the

order before transferring the
cargo to Indian carriers. The
government of Bangladesh in
effect took this heavily politi-
cally charged decision in prin-
ciple itha cabinet meeting on
the 28 July. The cabinet also
endorsed the earligr decision
taken on the 20 May by
Commerce Ministers of the two
countries in New Delhi to set u
a joint expert committee at Ad-
ditional Secretary level to ex-
amine this issue as well the
questions of re-introduction of
border trade and tariff conces-
sions on some B adeshi ex-
port items to India. According
to Bangladesh Commerce Min-
ister, "any” Indian item or
commodity will be allowed to be
transported from India to India
over Bangladesh territory,
Bangladesh Prime Minister
claims' thal the country will
earn Taka 20.000 crores annu-
ally by this exercise.
Bangladeshi truckers will be
benefited and some of our
labourers will get employment.
The Awami League asserted this
concession’ had already been
granted to India through an
agreement by the BNP govern-
ment of President Ziaur Rah-
man in 1980 and also through

an agreement under S A

during Begum Khaleda Zia's
administration in 1993.

Let us examine all these
contentions one by one. The
very fact that India will be able
to transport any .and all the

~items and commodities of her

choice places the people of
Bangladesh in a highly vulner-
able and dangerous position.

The items may and will include -

not only illegal and contraband
goods but also arms, equipment
and various types of supplies

that could be used for direct or

indireet military purposes.
These materials will find easy,
prompt and relatively inexpen-
sive access from mainland In-
dia to her rebel infested seven
sister states of eastern region.
Otherwise, these will have to
traverse through the narrow
passage -to. the north of
Bangladesh along a long, haz-
ardous, insecure and sub-stan-

. dard rpute. Such exercise is not

only highly expensive and
time-consuming, but it runs
counter to provide good logisti-
cal and material support to
meet India's urgent defence
needs in her eastern provinces.
Even if regulations are formu-
lated subsequently to prohibit
shipment of such items and the
cargo is subjected to checking

R}l’icustﬂms at the point of entry, |

s will remain merely on pa-

per. Its proper implementation -

will not be possible, consider-
the time needed, the level of
efficiency of concerned officials
and the rampant corrupt prac-
tices that are levelled against
customs officials.

The possibility of use of

Bangladesh land mass and any

‘other co-operation against the

current armed political move-
ments in India's eastern region
has already earned for
Bangladesh considerable dis-
pleasure and severe wrath of
rebel leaders. Some of them
warned in no uncertain terms
in favour of taking violent re-
taliatory actions
moves. Why should the people
of Bangladesh allow themselves
to be subjected to such threats of
violence, possible sabotage, loss
and destruction? All political
Farﬂes are committed in their

oreign policy to the principle
of non-interference in the in-

== == —mmom ——

Clnser. cﬁnﬂiétﬁ

Sir, Whether it is a coinci-
dence or not, rail and road

“links are being systematically.

bombed in NE India by terror-

| Ists in Indian territory, soon af-

ter the GoB announced to exam-
ine in principle the transit of
indian goods ACross
Bangladesh. Currently the
links in India had been broken
between mainland and the NE
Indian states. It was officially
confirmed by the Indian au-
thorities that two alleged Pak-
istani military spies had been
arrested in NE India on sabo-
tage activities. It has also been
stated that it looks like Pak-
istan has opened a second front
in the eastern region vis-a-vis
the Kashmir conflict.

It means that even before a
decision could be taken by GoB
on the transit issue, some re-
gional ‘conflicts are coming
closer to the Bangladesh bor-
ders. It is hoped that the MiG29s
would arrive in time to beef up
the strict vigil of our borders.

Events are not moving into
conditions of peaceful exis-
tence. tljt is tiraue to take extra
precautions and keep the le
well-informned so glat E&d

ups cannot create misun-

erstanding, and public morale
is maintained at the proper

Alif Zabr
~rre B

. Sir, A reader (DS, Aug 9),
who also attended a meeting
session at the Press Club audi-

torium ("Mili Muscle ..."), is

not happy at the angular pre-

adesh. This constitutes a

ainst such -

their own axe to

. The rebellious movements in East India have been gaining ground fast, calling for urgent and
massive action by the government of India. Since Asian Highway and Asian Railway, on which
national debate has been going on over the past years, would take long to materialise,

try. As we do not extend any co- | |

“operation and ‘support to the
rebels in India, we must not
also be blamed for extending co-
operation and allowing facili-
ties through our territory which
may be designed to quell their
movements in any possible
way. . -

Furthermore, any difficulty,
dislocation or sabotage by any

uarters - involving trans-
s lgped Indian goods en route
in Bangladesh may cause con-
cern and even anger of India,
who may take any action, under
this pretext, that will be deemed
necessary by her. Bangladesh
being the weaker partner will
not be able to effectively oppose
it and will have to endure it. Not
only world history is replete
with such instances, India’'s
own internal actions, including
so-called police actions against
some constituent states, imme-
diately after independence and
her relations with neighbour-
ing countries since then are
pointers in this direction. Once
the transshipment ment is
fnrmaltliy concluded. can
Bangladesh, for any reason
whatsoever, annul it, or effec-
tively alter it or even refuse to
renew it after it expires? The
answer is an emphatic "'no”.

Can Bangladesh do the same
in respect of the water transit
treaty, which is assiduously re-
newed at the behest of India ev-
ery two years? It may be re-
called that Bangladesh is con-
tinuing to renew this treaty
concluded in Pakistan time and
practised since the British pe-
riod to transport goods though
Bangladesh waterways from
West Bengal to Assam.
Bangladesh does not enjoy any
special benefit in return for this
highly beneficial concession

ranted - to India. Will

angladesh be allowed to re-ne-
gotiate this treaty with a view to
obtaining some reciprocal ben-
efits? The answer needs no
elaboration.

These are serious issues of
supreme national importance
involving security, indepen-
dence and sovereignty of
Bangladesh. The present gov-

~ernment cannot unilaterally

take decision on this matter.
The decision should have been
taken following discussion
with other political parties in
the parliament, eliciting public
opinion and evolving a general
consensus of all concerned.

The next question arises
about our economic security.
The decision of transshipment
of Indian goods from the west-
ern part of India to her eastern
region will foster only India's

..internal trade and will not en-

hance even an ounce of
Bangladesh trade. Secondly,
this measure will destroy the
prospect of Bangladeshi exports
to India’s eastern region by
providing further competitive
advantage to Indian goods by
transhipment to that region

through much cheaper and
quicker route over the territory
of Bangladesh. In the event no
transshipment was allowed,
Indian goods will have to be
transported through the long,
expensive, dangerous and cir-
cuitous. route in the extreine
north of West Bengal, thereby
rendering their goods much less
competitive than Bangladeshi
goods in the eastern states of
India. It was estimated by In-
dian authorities that a stagger-
ing sum of Indian Rupees 7,000
crores is spent by India anrfu-
ally to transport her goods from
the west to the east over the
north of Bangladesh.. Thirdly,
there have been talks about set-
ting up of joint venture projects
in Bangladesh by Indian en-
trepreneurs and multinationals

art of whose products would

ave gone to eastern India. Un-
der the changing circum-
stances, this possibility would
wither away. Finally, one may
also argue that some of the
goods under transshiPment
would be unloaded or pilfered,
by connivance or not, en route
and add to the mountains of
smuggled goods in Bangladesh

from India.
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sentation of the proceedings
(staff report). The minnows
could not capture a line in the
report, and some important
we\‘_\[fgﬂints were skipped over,

€ complaint raises an in-
teresting mass media issue. A
reporter may use his judgement,
but cannot sit over judgement;
and, he has few options to pick
out selected portions of an inci-
dent or news for preparing a
news story.

The sad part is that such an
enforced (?) ﬂﬂﬁ&livﬁ profes-
sional culture finds environ-
mental encouragement in the
Third World countries, that has

also crept into mass media re-

ports and comments. The situa-

- tion 'is imprmrtn% fast, under
I

the banner of the freedom of the

ress; but there is another prob-
em: some editors are not happy
with some of the publishers or
investors, when the latter have
grind. This
tendency cannot be suppressed
in have-not societies with a ris-
ing curve of empowerment
(including misuse of power and
influence) in different fields. To
cite an example.

- However, some sections of
the political press is still
~undisciplined, and very unpro-
fessional at times. With the rise
in literacy, circulation, and
purchasing power of the news-
Eaper readers, competition will
ring about its own corrections.
The fall-out from the current
'floating’ press market has to
' occur sometime (as it is doing in
the real estate market).

The objectives of DS are no-
ble, but the local constraints
are quite a few, some of which
are controllable to a certain ex-

——

. The government claimed
that the decision of granting
transit to India had, in fact,
been taken by the BNP govern-
ment in 1980 under Art. 8 of the
Trade Agreement with India
and later in 1993 under Art. 12
of SAPTA . The trade agree-
ment was a general one which
had been initiated by the first
Awami League government in
1972 and again in 1973 with the
same Article and same provi-
sion without any change. Arti-
cle 5 of the Indo-Bangladesh
Trade Agreement signed by
Bangladesh Commerce Minih
ter M.R.Siddiqui on the 28

March 1972 states, “the two
governiments agree to make mu-
tually beneficial arrangements
for the use of their waterways,
roadways and railways for
commerce between the two
countries and for passage of
goods between two places in one
country through the territory of
the other”. There was another
provision in that agreement
envisaging border trade, which
was scrapped next year in 1973
at the insistence of Bangladesh,
but it is surprising this border
trade is now re-introduced
by the present Awami
government. Again, the next
Trade Agreement signed by

agreement on transhipment will serve Indian purpose ideally and promptily.

Tyears to do so. Why were these

governments reluctant to giver
effect to what they had agreed
upon in principle? It is because
India would not give reciprocal
benefits and Bangladesh lead-
ers were not certain about con-
sequences of granting that con-
cession. India's record of her
dealings with Bangladesh and,
for that matter, with her other
neighbours were highly unsat-
isfactory and full of deceptions.
Take for example, the question
of enclaves. While Bangladesh
assed over to India the
erubari enclave immediately
after conclusion of the agree-
ment, the land corridor mea-
suring only three bighas con-
necting the Bangladesh en-
claves of Dahagram and Angar-

pota to be leased in perpetuity to
Bangladesh in return as per
agreement, has not been ceded.
Again, Indian governmern! re-
fused to extend the interini wa-
ter sharing agreement of (he
river Ganges of 1977 alter it ex-
pired in 1982. The issue of
sovereignty of Bangladesh over
Talpatly island, where India
sent warships and forcibly
raised Indian flag, still remains
in doldrums. There are still
other unresolved issues which
could have been solved, but for

Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

Bangladesh Commerce Minis-

ter Athl.M. Kamruzzaman on
the 5 July 1973 incorporated
in exact words the same provi-
sion in its Article 8. Similarly,
Article 8 of the Trade Agree-
ment signed by BNP Minister
Chowdhury Tanveer Ahmed
Siddiqui in 1980 contained the
same provision. The same pro-
vision appeared in subsequent
Trade Agreements concluded
during President Ershad’s rule.
It may, however, be noted that
the provision for transit in the
Article concerned had been in-
corporated and renewed, with-
out exception, at India’s insis-
tence.

These were in effect um-
brella aﬁreemmts manifestin
a general intent — a framewor
under which specific agree-
ments could be concluded later
in order to implement its provi-
sions. There were two very im-
portant elements in this article,
These envisaged " mutually
beneficial® arrangements and
the purpose was to promote
“commerce” between the two
countries. These two important

vingredients are conspicuous by
its absence in the tranship-
ment agreement, which was de-
signed solely for enhancing In-
dia's internal trade and was de-
void of reciprocal and propor-
tional benefits for Bangladesh.

Now, one has to look into the
rationale for consistent refusal
of Bangladesh to implement an
agreement concluded first by
the Awami League government
as early as in 1972 and renewed
or re-introduced from time to
time by successive govern-
ments. Despite these agree-
ments, why did not a single
truck carrying Indian goods ply
through Bangladesh in the last
27 years and why the present
government is in a great hurry
to allow thousands of truck-
loads of Indian goods to pass
through B adesh by a sudden
cabinet decision? Why did the
government take an un-
precedented decision without
consultation with other politi-
cal parties. completely by-pass-
ing the parliament and refusing
to evolve a national consensus
on this grave national issue?

BNP governments of both
President Ziaur Rahman and
Begum Khaleda Zia refused to
implement the agreement. The
government of President H. M.
Ershad also took no action and
even the government of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman did not im-
plement it, though Sheikh Mu-
jib had long three and a half

S rm—

tent, but the rest is open to up-
per level patronisation.

A Husnain
Dhaka.

Terrorism and
illegal 'toll'
collection

Sir, On the occasion of the
surrender ceremony of a large
number of outla and armed
terrorists at Circuit House.
Khulna our Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim referring to the
introduction of "Risk Al-
lowance" for the police said, "I
am read{ to give you everything
needed, but catch the terrorists

- and toll-takers at any cost and

let the people live in peace”.

We however strongly believe
that if our government can
check and stop some unscrupu-
lous elements working in Cus-
toms Department, Taxation
Department Land Registration

ce, Municipal Corporations,
Electricity and Water upplr of-
fices, Port Authorities, Railway

Department, BIWTC, BIWTA,
Judicial Courts, Police Depart-
ment, Bangladesh Biman, C&B
-Department and some other
government offices and public
sector corporatiohs from de-
manding, taking and earning
some 'extra money' from mem-
bers of the public for rendering
public service we would be able
to eliminate and eradicate ter-
rorism and collection of illegal
toll from the country for good.
Charity begins at home.

0. H. Kabir
6., Hare Street, Wari
Dhaka-1203

—
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the unreasonable and some-
times intransigent attitude of
the government of India. On the
regional domain, the tripartite
agreement of Bangladesh. Nepal
and India in 1979 under the
Morarji Desal government was
rendered ineffective by the gov-
ernment of Indira Gandhi by
various methods, including
immobilisation of traffic on
Indian side. Consequently, the
absence of trust and confidence
constituted the main factor re-
sponsible for the refusal of all
the governments in Bangladesh
to implement the transit
agreement so long during the
East 27 years, but this tradition

as been reversed abruptly by
the present Awami League gov-
ernment. .

As for SAPTA, it is a multi-
lateral agreement concluded by
the seven member nations of
the South Asian regional or-
ganisation of SAARC. It was a
product of the vision and efforts
of President Ziaur Rahman de-
signed to promote all-round co-
operation among member
states. BNP remains committed
1o its ideals and will continue to
endeavour to fulfil its objec-
tives. Under this agreement, ev-
ery member country was to
conclude agreements on grant-
ing preferential treatment on
the entry of others’' goods into
its own territory by granting
zero or low tarilf. Bangladesh
concluded an agreement with
India within the framework of

-the regional

agreement of
SAPTA. Under this agreement
Bangladesh was already
granted zero or preferential
tariff on a total of 2,014 items
during their first, second and
third rounds of negotiations,
and more concessions were
pledged. The Bangladesh Com-
merce Minister claimed a tro-
th on having secured preferen-
tial tariff for only 25 items of
Bangladeshi exports to India. It
was nothing but a superfluous
exercise, since these and more
other items were due to be
granted preferential treatment
automatically by India under
SAPTA. The Commerce Minis-
ter may have been hoodwinked
by the Indians and in turn
wants to deceive the people of
Bangladesh. Our people, thou
simple, cannot be bluffed easily
and know well that the colossal
imbalance in legal Bangladesh
trade with India to the tune of
Taka 4,500 crores cannot be
bridged this way.

Again, Article 12 of SAPTA
states, "the contracting states
agree to undertake appropriate
steps and measures for develop-
ing and improving communi-
cation system, transport in-
frastructure and transit facili-
ties for accelerating the growth
of trade within the region”. BNP
corginues to adhere fo the pol- .
icy of SAPTA and would strive
for realisation of its‘objectives
as far as possible to extend ben-
efits to all member countries. If
India gets transit facilities
through Bangladesh to the east,
then Bangladesh should also be
accorded the same facilities
through India for trading with
Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka to the west and vice
versa. By that way, collective
benefit under SAPTA will be as-
sured. Then, China may also
one day ask for transit facilities
to Bangladesh over India's
eastern region and vice versa
under the framework of the
proposed “growth triangle” or
“growth quadrangle”. Would
India accede to that?

The Prime Minister tried to
justify the decision by claiming
a sum of Taka 2000 crores as
“royalty” earning from this
deal. The estimate was at-
tributed to the World Bank
whose representatives are un-
aware of this figure. Anyway,
this amount is highly exagger-
ated and is a prop da gim-
mick in a bid to justify the deci-
sion. So is the benefit to our
truckers and labourers. Tran-
shipment will give way to tran-
sit after the Asian Highway
takes shape in a few years and
all the benefits to be accrued to
Bangladeshi - truckers and
labourers will then disappear.
Moreover, our present road in-
frastructure is not sufficient to
withstand even a part of the
heavy burden envisaged. In any
case, the question of nation's
paramount interests and not
some revenue earnings must
run suprermie in our considera-
tion of the issue.

Many have argued why the
BNP and other opposition -
ties call the transhipment lj;g:-b

{ ritory
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ities as having accorded a cor-
ridor. It is true that the corridor
signifies a strip of land con-
nectinﬁ]lwn parts of one country

through the territory of another
country. The land corridor
grant the then East Ger-
many to West Germany to con-

nect its land-locked territory of
West Berlin may be cited as an
example. But, contrary to gen-
eral assumption, this strip of
land was not granted to West
Germany for its exclusive use
nor was it enclosed by fence.
The highway demarcated for
this route or corridor was used
also by East German traffic, but
was heavily guarded even by
erecting watch towers, though
West German goods and trans-
ports were exempt from stop-
page and inspection by East
German authorities. Similarly,
the use of Bangladesh territory
for transhipment of Indian
goods is tantamount to the
granting of corridor. This is in
view of the fact that Indian
goods will have unhindered
passage along a demarcated
route, also used by Bangladeshi
traffic, from one part ol Indian
territory to another part over a
foreign land and that
Bangladesh government would
have no right en route to touch
or inspect the cargo against il-
legal, contraband and undesir-
able goods. It may be recalled
that after the creation of Pak-
istan, she demanded a land
“corridor” through Indian ter-
to conneet the two parts
of Pakistan which was sumn-
marily rejected by India. This
“corridor” did not imply exclu-
sive right to the use of a strip of
Indian land, but, like the pre-
sent case of transshipment,
signified unimpeded trans-
portation of one country's
goods to the same country over
another country. By that corol-
lary, right of transhipment
could legitimately be called
granting of a corridor.

Finally, many people keep
on wondering why the Awami
League government was in such
a great haste to conclude the
agreement which has been 1e-
sisted by all successive
Bangladesh governments since
1972. Three reasons are ad-
vanced. The rebellious move-
ments in East India have been
gaining ground fast, calling for
urgent and massive action by
government of India. Since
Asian Highway and Asian
Railway, on which national de-
bate has been going on over the
past years, would take long to
materialise, agreement on
transhipment serve Indian
purpose idea.llﬂ and prompt y.
Secondly, parliamentary elec-
tion in Bangladesh is fast ap-
Fmachlng. with no guarantee
or continuation of the Awami
League government, hence In-
dia’s insistence on hurrying up
to get her part of the unofficial
bargain. Finally, this will add
another feather to the BJP
leader Vajpayee’'s cap and help
him in the coming election. But
so far as the BNP and the oppo-
sition in Bangladesh are con-
cerned, the transhipment deal
will be bitterly resisted by the

people, who are determined to

Frn_tect their sovereign right,
ndependence and all-round na-
tional interests at all cost.

The author, a former Am-
bassador, is a Member of BNP's
Advisory Comumittee.

A Kinder and Gentler Society?

by Dr. A.H. Jaffor Ullah

of prostitutes located in the

brothels of Narayanganj and
some other areas were evicted
by the government to thwart the
rapid growth of prostitution in
greater Dhaka. There were some
earlier reports of murder of one
prostitute in Narayanganj's
infamous red-light district that
may have triggered a chain
reaction and which resulted in
the eviction of all the
prostitutes from Narayanganj. |
am positive some folks living
near the red-light district are
now heaving a big sigh of relief.
However, human nature won't
change much. Give them a year
or two, a new crops of
prostitutes will converge again
in the periphery of the red-light

I N recent days. a whole bunch

district of Narayanganj. Those

hungry landlords and the

imps will be desperately
ooking for new businesses and
as long as demand for sex for
money is there, the "oldest
profession” as they say, will
prosper again,

The focus of this write-up is
not what lies ahead for uprooted
prostitutes or whether it was a
cruel act by the police and
authorities to forcibly remove
these women who were not con-
tributing to any violence or
causing any harm to the society.
Rather, 1 will cite some in-
stances to put forth the idea
that our urban society is slowly
becoming a kinder and gentler
one. *

Lately, if you glance through
any newspapers in Bangladesh
you are bound to see heart-rend-
ing stories of the plight of sex-
workers who were evicted
forcibly by the police. The
newspaper reports coming from
Dhaka are writing overwhelm-
ingly in favor of the rights of
the prostitutes. It must be a hot
topic in Bangladesh now. 1 have
received e-mails from some or-
gﬁnizatiuns who are alarmed at
the plights of these ladies of the
night. Conversely, there are so
many infants dying daily in the
slum areas of urban megalopo-
lis, but very seldom do we hear
about their predicaments in
daily newspapers. We indeed
live in a seemingly paradoxical
world, don’t we? [ bet the news
of babies dying of malnourish-
ment is not as spicy as the
plights of some young women
who happened to be sex-work-
ers.

The rapid conversion of the

term "Prostitute" to "Sex
Worker" has done a job for our
But a

question comes to my mind —
why do you call a prostitute a
sex-worker? Is it necessary to
do so? The word "sex worker"
doesn't only have the prostitute
under its category. The pimp,
the landlord, and the elderly
women who look after the
young recruits are all part of the
sex industry. Therefore, in
essence they all are sex workers.
Thus, no one precisely would
know the definition of the word
‘sex worker". English lexicon
has added a whole slew of words
as ::.Jynnn}'ms to the prim'aay
word prostitute. These words
simply add nuances to the word.
The words are : whore, call girl,
hustler, harlot, strumpet, lewd
woman, bawd, streetwalker,
loose woman, fallen woman,
courtesan, abandoned woman,
concubine, vice girl, fille de joie
(French), tramp. slut, lady of
assignation, tart. hooker, lady
of the evening, bimbo, pro,
white slave, poule (French), etc.
But noticeably absent is the
word — sex worker,

Perhaps the modern-day so-
ciety in South Asian countries
does not want to use the harsher
word with overt sexism.
Therefore, they have coined the
word "sex worker” to mean the
prostitute. In western press,
though, 1 hardly see the word
"sex worker” in write-ups where
the writers are not resorting to
euphemism to tone down the
bad connotation associated
with the word prostitute. Then,
how is it that our urban society
in Bangladesh treading the lib-
eral path? Isn't that little bit
strange? You expect the more
liberalized western society to
euphemistically call the prosti-
tute a sex worker. It is a confus-
ing term, to say the least, It is a

ender-neutral term, at its best.

think Dhaka's English news-
papers would provide a better
service to its readers if they use
the proper term. Mind you that
in any language a word evolves
to mean something specific.
Any ambiguous word, on the
other hand, will fall on the
wayside and the people will be
reluctant to use the term if it
confuses them. The 'sex worker’
is such a term. It is one thing to
be kinder and gentler: however,
it is entirely a different matter
to invent a term to downplay
the meaning of the primary
term.

Is it appropriate to call a
rickshawpuller a ‘transport
worker'? A truck driver could
also qualify for that term. How
would you then differentiate the
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two workers? It is simple. Do

not use the term ‘transport |

worker' to denote a rickshaw-
puller, a trucker, or a bus
driver. Stick to the original
word. Similarly, call a prosti-
tute a prostitute. Glorifying her
job by calling her a sex worker
is not going to work in any so-
ciety. Demand for her service is
not going to quadruple because
the newspaper reporters have
decided to attribute the new
gender neutral name ‘sex work-
er’ to designate a prostitute.

Furthermore, should we now
call all the domestic aid in our
homes — ‘household worker’ or
‘domestic worker'? Similarly,
should we  call the
schoolteacher, college, or uni-
versity professor education
worker? How about calling all
the bank officials, bank clerks,
bank accountants, etc. finan-
cial workers? In theory, the
all sound nice; but in practical-
“ﬂ' it will be disastrous.. | hope
I have made my points clear.

The euphemistic use of the

term "sex worker' to mean pros-
titute is telling me that our so-
ciety is becoming more permis-
sive than it used to be. It's rot a
taboo anymore to talk about tne
?lights of prostitutes in public
orum. [n addition, whatever
happened to the social stigma
attached to this old profession.
Is it on the wane? O ninﬁ up
the society is a good tﬂien : how-
ever who is going to define the
yardstick of morality? Is sex-
ual promiscuity a good thing for
Bangladesh society?

If the street ladies could be
retrained to make them pro-
ductive citizens of the land,
nothing could be better than
that. The prostitutes lose out in
many ways. They are virtually
prisoners in the four walls of
the brothel. The landlords,
pimps, and vice-squad all ex-
tort money and service from
them routinely, and when the
ephemeral charm wanes
rapidly, they become the object
of derision. Won't it be nice to
let these women be free?

It is good to see that our ur-
ban society is becoming a
kinder and gentler one. How-
ever, that does not mean that we
should promote promiscuity.
We should promote gender
equality. But first we should
stop glamorizing world's oldest
profession by calling them sex
worker. We may revert to call-
ing a prostitute a prostitute.

The author is a senior re-
search scientist, working in
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