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Waitin

Rubber planters at Khagrachhari wait anxiously for the
development authority to buy their labouriously produced

rubber juice.

— Star photo

State exploitation

CHT Board runs up huge arrears to

poor rubber planters violating contract
By Shuvra Jyoti Chakma from Khagrachari

Rubber planters in the hill
district of Khagrachari are be-
ing exploited by the govern-
ment by keeping the payments
in arrears and latel
the produce in violation of the
contract with the government.

The lone rubber factory in
the area. is owned by the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts’ Develop-
ment Board,

In 1976, the government es-
tablished the Board and 1200
rubber gardens at a cost of Tk 86
crore to improve the lot of the
hill people. Each garden had
1200 plants. Normally it takes
10 to 12 years for a rubber plant
to mature fully. Now that the
long gestation period is over the
planters find themselves with-
out a market.

Meanwhile, due to erratic
purchasing by the board's fac-
tory the 65,000 people depen-
dent on it are undergoing severe
economic hardship.

not buying

Almost none of them had the
money to sustain all the plants
as hill agriculture is hard work
with weeds growing fast and
soil eroding fast. With little re-
turns for the upkeep the average
number of trees per garden has
come down to 500, although it
has remained the same in the
board’'s document. |

The economic condition of

the planters have become even
worse now as little rubber juice
can be extracted during the
monsoon.

Thoyaisha Marma, 55, of
project 3, said he could not sell
any juice last month for three
months, and he and his family
are passing his days in extreme
economic hardship, while the
Board is showing no signs of
paying his arrears. His planta-
tion of 1200 rubber trees has
dwindled to 180 now because he
could not pay for the upkeep
over the years,

Kader Siddiqui receives
notice, refuses to reply

By Nazmul Ashraf

Defiant Awami League law-
maker Bangabir Kader Sid-
diqui, Bir Uttam, yesterday said
he will not reply to the show-
cause notice served on him b
what he said the illegal leader-
ship of the party.

The AL issued the notice on
Au%usl 1 asking its rebel MP to
reply in 30 days why he should
not be expelled from the party
for his “anti-party activities”.
Copies of the notice were simul-
taneously sent to Kader Sid-
diqui's residences in Dhaka
and Tangail.

The AL Central Working
Committee (ALCWC) at its July
23 meeting suspended Sid-
diqui's party membership on
charges of breaking party dis-
cipline and indulging in activi-
ties contrary to the interests of
the party.

The meeting, chaired by
ga:til::hief and prime minister

heikh Hasina, also decided to
serve show-cause notice on the
rebel leader and justify his po-
sition by the end of the mﬂ-nt?f

Reached on phone at his
Tangail residence last night,
Kader Siddiqui confirmed that
he has received the show-cause
notices but he wondered how
the AL could disclose contents
of the notice to a Bengali daily
before the deadline for reply.

“It's an act of dishonesty and
a breach of trust on the part of
the Awami League. There is no
question of responding to the
notice issued by the illegal lead-
ership of the AL. Should I give
legitimacy to the illegal leader-
ship by mp‘li\iring to its notice?
I'm ready to die but not to accept
illegal expulsion from the
party.”

Replying to another ques-
tion, Siddiqui reminded of his
recent announcement that he
would resign from the Jatiya
Sangsad if the government did
not scrap the Atia Ordinance in
two months. “l promised my

L

electorate to fight for annul-
ment of the black law that ren-
dered many freedom fighfers
jobless. I must be honest to my
comimmitment.”

But sources in the AL said

that the notice brought charges
like holding public rallies vio-
lating party discipline and
making public statements in
those rallies damaging the im-
age of the party chief, contribut-
ing to the movement for protec-
tion of the killers of Banga-
bandhu, sheltering terrorists
and extortionists in his Tangail
constituency and staging walk-
out from the House during the
last session without approval of
the party's parliamentary

group.

PM urged to
redeploy army
at Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 10: Pres-
ident of Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
and convenor of port users fo-
rum Kamal Uddin Ahmed has
a]:t:lpealed to the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to redeploy
army at Chittagong port for se-
curity reasorn.

The chamber president made
the appeal in a message faxed to
the Prime Minister today. A
meeting of the port users forum
held at Chittagong chamber to-
day with Kamal Uddin Ahmed
in the chgir. The meeting ex-
pressed concern over with-
drawal of army from Chit-
lagong port.

Meanwhile, Chittagong Port
Truck Owners and Contractors
Association has expressed its

concern over withdrawal of

army from the port.

The association urged the
government redeploy army at
the ports to maintain security.
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Young scholars from differ-
ent disciplines yesterday ex-
pressed mixed nFininn on ban-
ning student politics but all of

them had unanimity on the

view that it must be de-linked

from political parties through
legislation, says BSS.

They observed that campus
should not be the place for
propagating ideologies of the
national leaders.

These nﬁiniﬂns were put
forward in the daylong seminar
titled "Student Politics: Alter-
native Visions" organised by
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) held in its auditorium.

The participants of the
seminar, mostly young faculty
members of different universi-
ties and young researchers of
various national and interna-
tional organisations, could not
reach a consensus on whether

student politics should be
banned or not at the moment.
But they were in favour of im-
posing some sort of restric-
tions.

Earlier inaugurating the
seminar in the morning, Vice-

chancellor of Dhaka University

Prot A K Azad Chowdhury said,
I am not against student poli-

BIISS seminar in city told

of Governors of BIISS, Chaired
the inaugural session.

UNB adds: Kamaluddin
commented that today's student
politics’ can be compared to
showdown of nihilism which
threatened to corrode the pillar
of education in the country.

Sheikh Masudur Rahman.
who presented a paper as a stu-

tics, but of course against the
conventional trend of student
politics.”

He said the student commu-
niit%r should have to introduce a
different value system and dif-
ferent pattern of politics with
vision and idealism to meet the
challenges of the next millen-
rium.

Major general Mustafa Ka-
maluddin, Chairman of Board

dent, said incidents of Ja-
hangirnagar University proved
that the students could build up
a movement against injustice

without being involved in party

backed student politics.

A BIISS researcher, Sabbir
Ahmed. opined that session
jams in various universities are
the results of national and
teachers' politics, not student
politics.

Rid campus of political parties

"A very small group of so-
called students are engaged in
dirty politics and this is the re-
sult of military ruled bureau-
cracy for long in our country,”
noted Zinat Huda, an Assistant
Professor of Dhaka University.

- Zahirul Islam, a student of
National University, said stu-
dent politics is controlled by
national politics and this situa-

tion would continue if national
politics is not changed.

Shantonu Mazumder, a lec-
turer of Dhaka University, said
the student politics should be
issue based de-linking it from
party politics.

Latif Masud, a teacher of Ja-
hangirnagar University, viewed
that student politics should be
banned. "l saw how it controls
the campus and even is used for
lobbying by Vice Chancellor as-
pirants.”
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Suo moto on
Banglabazar
editor

By SC Correspondent

The High Court in a suo motu
rule yesterday directed Md Za-
karia Khan, Editor, Publisher
and Printer of the Banglabazar
Patrika and Md Anwarul Islam,
a dismissed employee of the
Supreme Court, to show cause
as to why they should not be
punished for committing con-
tempt of court by publishing
contemptuous News.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice Kazi Ebadul
Hoque and Justice Md Mozam-
mel Hossain also directed the
persons to appear in the court
in person on August 25 at 10:30
am,

The court issued the suo
motu rule upon perusing the file
note dated August 7 by Justice
Md Ali Asgar Khan and note

See page 11 Col 8

Bhutan
protests

Bhutanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Lhatu Wangchuk
yesterday in a press reledse re-
ferred to the news item entitled
"Delhi conspiring to make
Bangladesh another Sikkim or
Bhutan" printed in The Daily
Star on August 9. '

Following is the text of the
l:»ress release: Addressing a pub-
ic meeting in Mainamati,
Comilla, on 8 August 1999, the
Chairperson of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and the
leader of the Opposition, Begum
Khaleda Zia has been quoted as
having "accused the Govern-
ment of relegating the country
to the stature of Bhutan." The
statement questions the sover-
ejﬁn and independent status of
Bhutan.

The Royal Bhutanese Em-
bassy deeply regrets that a se-
nior political leader of a
friendly neighbouring country
should make such a gratuitous
remark.

It would like to state that
Bhutan has always been a
sovereign independent nation
which has never been colonized
by any foreign power. Since
1971, it has been a member of
the United Nations and it is a
founding member of SAARC.

Bhutan was the first country
to recognize the People's Re-
public of Bangladesh in 1971.

The Royal Government of
Bhutan has always enjoyed ex-
cellent relations with the Gov-
emment of Bangladesh from its
first Prime Minister to the pre-
sent Prime Minister. Likewise,
there has always been friendly
and fraternal relations be-
tween the peoples of the two
countries, In this connection. it
may be mentioned that both Be-
ﬁum Khaleda Zia herself and

er late husband, President Zi-
aur Rahman had personally

See page 11 Col 6

The government is plannin
to convert the Tanbazar an
Nimtoli brothels at Narayan-
ganj into vocational training
centres for the sex workers who
used to reside there before their
eviction last month, according
to official sources.

The plan partially incorpo-
rates a suggestion by women
and human rights organisa-
tions which prefer vocational
training for the sex workers
alongside their sex business at
the brothels.

But as per the government
plan, the prostitutes will not be
allowed to continue sex busi-
ness while they will be trained
in various vocations. )

The Ministry of Social Wel-
fare has already directed the
Narayanganj district adminis-
tration to assess the ownership
of 21 buildings at the two aban-
doned brothels.

After assessment of owner-
ship the government will "ac-

uire the brothel houses from

eir owners and take posses-
sion", the ministry officials
said.

"Primarily, we are trying to
find out if there is any govern-
ment land in the brntl‘f;e areas,
Then will contact the owners

Sadat College students clash
with police, halt traffic

TANGAIL, Aug 10: Enraged
by the killing of a student at
Government Sadat College,
protesters today clashed with
police and put up barricade on
Dhaka-Tangail highway, para-
lysing traffic for four hours,
reports UNB.

Hundreds of wvehicles re-
mained stranded on both sides
of the barricade part from 10
am to 3 pm.

Tensions prevailed on the
college campus during the bar-
ricade as police and students
chased each other several
limes, wilnesses said.

Traffic resumed after police
removed the barricade, put up
in protest against the killing of
Belal Hossain in police firing
during Monday's clash.

The students under the ban-
ner of Combined Students
Unity brought out a procession

at Korotia and held a protest
rally at the local Shaheed Mi-
nar.

Belal was killed and over a
hundred people were injured in
the fierce clash between police
and students over supFl},’ing to
the examination hall during
subsidiary examinations of de-
%ree (honours) course at Sadat

ollege on Monday.

The deceased was a student
of Korotia Madrassah, accord-
ing to the victimn's father, Abdus
Sattar. He hailed from Sonalia
village in Basail thana.

Namaj-e-janaza for Belal
was held today at his village
Sorialia and later he was buried
al family graveyard. Local peo-
ple. including Abdul Kader Sid-
diqui, MP, attended the janaza.

Kader Siddiqui, suspended
from Awami League, at a press
conference at his residence to-

day said innocent Belal was
killed and many were injured
in police action.

‘Such a heinous attitude of
police cannot be tolerated ... the
government has to take the re-
sponsibility," said Siddiqui
demanding judicial probe into
the incident. ;

Fearing further troubles and
insecurity, most of the teachers
of Sadat Gul!ef. including the
Principal, packed up and left
Korotia today.

However, the district admin-
istration has decided to take
strict measures to conduct the
next examinations.

Police on Monday arrested
13 students after the violence in
which police reportedly fired
rubber bullets and gunshots
while students, backed l::i.r out-

siders, exploded bombs during
the clash.

Khaleda continues to slam

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday blasted the govern-
ment for suppressing the bene-
fits to be derived by India from
the proposed transshipment fa-
cility, reports UNB.

he said the Prime Minister
in support of her move had
claimed that the facility to
India would give Bangladesh Tk
2000 per year in revenue. But
the Prime Minister was con-
spicuously silent how much
would India gain in the process,

she added,

"Awarding corridor to India
in the name of transshipment
jeopardising national interest
was one of the commitments
she (Sheikh Hasina) made to
India."” she said. "Awami League
came to power in 1996 collabo-
rating with India.”

Begum Zia was addressing a

transhipme

s g
closed-door meeting with
Sramik Dal leaders of Rajshahi

division at her 29 Minto Road
official residence in the
evening. The meeting was later
briefed by her press secretary
Ahmed Nazir.

Sramik Dal presidents, gen-
eral secretaries and organisin
secretaries of the districts o
Rajshahi division led by
Rafiqul Islam Dulal and gen-
eral secretary Shahidur
Rahman called on BNP chair-
person.

Ridiculing the estimate that
Bangladesh would earn Tk
2,000 crore per annum, Begum
Zia said it was false and in-
tended to misled the nation.

The former Prime Minister
expressed apprehension that
the mills and factories would
face closer if the corridor given
to India. "It will also diminish

nt

plan
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the prospect of our market in
northeastern States of India.”

The national security will be
endangered once the transit fa-
cility is given to India as the
people of her northeastern
states are struggling for free-
dom. Bangladesh should not
involve in the dispute by giving
transit facility to New Delhi,
she added.

Begum Zia asked the work-

ers and leaders of the front or-
ganizations to sink their differ-
ernices and take part in the
movement to thwart the anti-
national move of the govern-
ment. .

The Sramik Dal leaders told
Begum Zia that the sugar mills,
rich traditional silk industry
and spinning mills in Rajshahi
division are on the verge of ru-
ination.

Bus falls into
river in India: 60
feared drowned

NEW DELHI, Aug 10: About
60 people are feared drowned af-
ter a bus careened into a rain-
swollen river in central India,
rescue workers said today, re-
ports AFP.

Rescue workers and navy
divers were scouring the bed of
the Jam river but so far only the
bodies of three women, two
children and two men had been
found, officials said.

Gambhir Singh, a rescue of-
ficial in Chhindwara town, said
65 people were thought to be
aboard when il plunged into the
TIVEeT.

Brothels turn to training centres!

By Nazmul Ashraf and Ehsanul Haque

and ask them to donate or sell
their lands which were earlier
used for sex trading.” said a
highly placed source in the
Narayanganj district adminis-
tration. The ownership assess-
ment began yesterday, he said.

According to the plan, all the
former inmates of the two
brothels will be offered voca-
tional training at the planned
centres. On completion of train-
ing+ the government will pro-
vide jobs to a selected group of
sex workers and also let others
take up various professions as
per their training.

The Department of Social
Service (DSS), which is super-
vising the project for rehabili-
tation of sex workers, has di-
rected its district officials to
monitor activities of the sex
workers being released from
Gazipur vagrants' homes and of
those who fled from the red-
tht area in Narayanganj ear-

er. -

“We have provided our dis-
trict offices with personal in-
formation about the prostitutes
freed from Gazipur homes.
We've also asked t}!:l'em to collect
information about the sex
workers who fled the brothels
so that we can contact them for

Postmen on strike

By Staff Correspondent

Postal operation in rural ar-
eas of the country has virtually
come to a halt as 20,000 em-
ployvees of Extra Department
(ED]) sub and branch post offices
continued their strike for the
third day yesterday.

The strike, called by
Bangladesh Dak Karmachari
Parishad (Postal Employees
Council] has paralysed postal
operation in some 7,648 extra-
departmental branch post of-
fices throughout the country.

The demands of the extra de-
partmental employees include
national pay scale for the em-

the planned vocational train-
ing.” said a top DSS official.

The 21 houses at Tanbazar
and Nimtoli are now vacant
since the two brothels were
raided and inmates were
forcibly taken to two vagrants'
homes in Gazipur on July 22.
Seventeen owners of these
houses are reportedly hiding
since the eviction of the sex
workers.

The DSS could not yet com-
plete preparation of the sugges-
tions it received from NGOs and
women and human rights bod-
ies at a meeting on Wednesday.

“We need another five to six
days to prepare and send the
proposals to all ministries con-
cerned,” DSS Director General
Giasuddin Pathan told The
Daily Star, earlier this week.
Pathan further said they will
organise mere such discussions
involving officials of relevant
ministries for “smooth
implementation of the

government's rehabilitation”

plan”.

Meanwhile, the process of
releasing sex workers from va- .
grant's homes continued. Till
yesterday, 131 of the 267 sex
workers sheltered at Kashimpur
and Pubail homes were freed.

ployees providing space in the
GPO for ED employees and rein-
statement of secretary general
of the parishad in his service
withdrawing the 'false case’
filed against him.

Talking to The Daily Star
the Secretary General of the
Parishad Ashraful Alamm said
the extra-departmental em-
ployees had long been depriving
of their due es, despite doing
the similar [In of the depart-
mental employees.

"An extra departmental sub-
post master draws a salary of
Taka 889 while a departmental
employee of the same rank
draws Tk 6,625 despite doing
the same job," he Eajdl.a

He said, "We had long been
struggling to eliminate the dis-
crimination between depart-
mental and extra-departmental
employees which was intro-
duced during the British rule.”

The extra departmental em-

loyees will hold a rally today
Fﬁednesday] at Khulna. They
will hold a rally at Chittagong
on August 16 and a grand rally
at Dhaka GPO on August 18.

Solar eclipse
today

The total so'ar eclipse will
not be visible across Bangla-
desh today as the country is
‘'situated” on the eastern boun-
dary of the eclipse region, an
ISPR press release quoting
Bangladesh Meteorological De-
partment (BMD) said yesterday,
reports BSS,

The eclipse will be visible
Eartially all over the count

ut its end will not be visible,
the 'lg'heleas? said.
= e eclipse is likely to gri

Aka city from 1'1"’33'2.:l hn%rrg
Banglmdesh Standard Time
(BST), thre weather experts said
adding. the eclipse will start
from 1730 hrs.

"The maximum magnitude
of the solar eclipse in the
North-western region of the
country will be 0.8 while in

g%uth-westtm region it will be

'Flying defaulters

Private operators fail to clear CAAB dues

By Special Correspondent

The Civil Aviation Author-

cause of unpaid dues to them, a
ity of Bangladesh (CAAB) is yet

former Aero Bengal official
said.

to realise unpaid duties and
charges from the country’s first
private airline, Aero Bengal
which has ceased flying Fﬂr
more than a year, according to
the CAAB sources.

Another private airlines,
GMG Airlines, which started
flying last year, has not paid
about Tk 70 lakh in dues to the
CAAB, the sources said.

But the scuffle between the
CAAB and Aero Bengal over the
unpaid charges of 60 lakh
has resulted in Eruunding of the
two Chinese-built aircraft,
which CAAB has declined to
deregister, leaving a state-
owned Chinese company mak-
ing efforts through its embassy
to get them back.

Aero Bengal started opera-
tion in 1995 with two Yun-13s,
a 17-seat turboprop leased from
the China National Aero-tech-
nology Import and Export Cor-
poration (CATIC).

It suspended its operation af-
ter the CAAB grounded the two
aircraft, prompting the com-

any to lease a Russian aircraft
rom *Kazakhstan ‘Airways,
which had been taken away by
the Kazakh company.

The Chinese aircraft were
grounded as their propellers
were due for replacement along
with other spares.

But CATIC reportedly de-

clined to provide the spares be-"

Until the issue of unpaid du-

ties is settled the aircraft would
not be permitted to leave the
country, the CAAB sources said.
The aircraft are registered in
the name of the Aero Bengal,
not in the name of the CATIC,
the sources said.

Aero Bengal chairman HBM
Igbal, who is also a ru y
MP, was not available for his
comment. But managln direc-
tor of the company BH %—[amun
denied all the allegations

st his company. He refuted

e claims that it is pressyris-
ing the CAAB to release the air-
craft.

Haroon accused the CAAB of
withholding the aircraft and
dismissed the claim that the
company owed money to the
CAAB.

Asked if the company is go-
ing to resume services, he said
there is no plan to operate at
domestic routes. :

‘Rather we are planning to
resume flying on regional
routes. We have already ex-
plored alliances with private
airlines in India and Nepal.
Moves are on for getting ap-
proval from the authorities," Ee
said,

But the CAAB sources said
they are yet to receive any re-

uest from the Aero Bengal for
their new route,

6700 low-cost houses .tof *

be built in rural areas

The Housing Fund Trustee
Board yesterday sanctioned Tk
13.40 crore for construction of
some 6700 new low-cost houses
for the poor people living in the
rural areas, reports BSS.

The allocation was made at
the fourth meeting of the Board
at the Prime Minister's office
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the chair.

The Housing Fund was cre-
ated by the present government
with a view to providing shelter
to the poor people living in the
rural Bangladesh. The NGOs
have been entrusted with the
task of constructing the houses
and handing it over to the poor
on long-term loan basis. The
scheme, first of its kind, has
been introduced so that rural
people can also have houses of
their own. Such loan facilities

were earlier available in the big

cities only. -

The Board had earlier allo-
cated Tk 15 crore as credit to 29
NGOs for construction of 9500
houses.

The meeting was hold that

Tk 6.87 crore was released and
construction of 1748 houses
was completed. With yesterday's
sanction, the Board's activity
will be spread to 155 villages in
53 districts of the country.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Prime Minister said her
government wanted to provide
shelter to every citizen of the
country. "However small may
be, we want to give our people
shelter, at least a roof over their
heads."

Turning to the city's slum

areas, a:hb:z3 said Hf;ijn sucl:rﬂmareas
cannot be accepted in ci

oy She ept
meént would rehabilitate the
evicted slum dwellers in a better
place so that modern amenities
were available to them.

said the govern-

In this regard she mentioned

the constitution of a 13-mem-
ber committee to rehabilitate
the slum dwellers and said her
- government has already taken
a decision to
tate them under a massive pro-
gramme. -

roperly rehabili-
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